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Member of Women's Home Guard Auxiliary (HG)
Member of Women's Home Defence (WHD)

Louie White nee Wood was born on 3 April 1918 and lived in Leeds.  
On 15th July 1941, Louie and Jack White were married.  Jack was a Sergeant in the RAF, a rear air gunner on Halifax Bombers.  Louie left diaries with the IWM as well as photographs and her technical drawings book which are a 
testament to her skills. 
Louie worked at Blackburn Aircraft Co as a milling machine operator making parts for the Fairey Swordfish.

On November 10th 1942, Louie joined the Chapel Town Home Guard where 
her first lesson was in musketry.  Louie told her diary 'l shall enjoy this'.
Louie went on to have many enjoyable meetings with the HG and became 
skilled with a rifle, indeed at one time she was asked to get a ladies HG team 
together.  Louie recounts using real bullets, her first score was three bulls 
from 5 rounds but her next was better, all within a 1 1/2 inch group. Louie had
an interest in nursing and was made the first aid attendant along with two 
other members.  Louie wrote that she and five other girls were medical 
orderlies for a Military Exercise with HG, they followed in the rear of the 
attacking force.  The village had been taken by lunch time and they were 
treated to a chicken meal in the Officers Mess.  More lectures followed on 
gasses, drill, first aid, and firearms and more HG exercises with regular army.
Louie said the HG had to go into the gas van for practice, for some reason 
Louie had two doses, her diary reads 'went to work with an awful throat and 
head'!

Louie would hear from Jack of the awful time they were having on bomber 
raids, 37 missing after Mannheim,18 after Ludwigshafen, 34 after Duisberg 
and the news she had been dreading came on 23 June 1943 to say that Jack 
was missing along with 44 other bombers after a raid on Krefeld.
Nevertheless, although Louie had heard conflicting reports of whether Jack 
had survived, a couple of the aircrew from his bomber were taken as POW's, 
Louie continued with the HG and with attending lectures with the WHD.  Louie
and the other women of the platoon were issued with denim uniforms, Louie 
said they had to be altered to fit them, they 'looked grand'.  Their CO paid for 
their berets.  Louie said the next time they went 'bombing with the HG' they 
were very proud to wear their uniforms. 






· In January 1944 Louie and the others ladies of the HG went on their first 
Battle Inoculation at Golden Acre, Louie said it was the real thing with gunfire 
and planes. More battlecraft courses followed at Eccup with crawling along 
ditches and hedges. The final Battle Inoculation was in September 1944 
when they again went to Golden Acre.  Louie told her diary "It was great, as 
near to the real thing l will ever get.  There were land mines bursting all 
around us, real tracers flying over our heads and not forgetting the sound 
effects".
In May 1945 when the POW returned following the end of the war, Louie had 
final confirmation of Jacks death in his gun turret during the early hours of 
June 22 1943*.  "Jack's Halifax 11 (call sign HR848  TL-Q) was shot down by a night fighter piloted by Hptm Hans-Dieter Frank I./NJGI and crashed at 01.23 near Eikenheuwel, Noord Brabant  2 km SW of Uden, Holland.  Jack was one of four crew who perished in the crash and are all buried at Uden Cemetery, 3 other crew became prisoners of war."
Louie told her diary "I am now back where I was two years ago except l now have no hope".
Louie went on to train as a mental health nurse. She remarried a soldier, 
Ginger Williams in 1947, they had one son, Brian.
 
(Excerpts from the diaries of Louie White. IWM)

Note.  *The losses incurred this night by 35 Squadron were the worst reported during 1943.

