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Will You Be My Father
I am going to start this article with the premise of why kids need fathers.  The overwhelming reason that kids need fathers is “because ‘they say they do.’”  But in case you need some statistics of why we need fathers in our homes across the world, review the statistics below:

The Impact of Fatherlessness on Children

Facts:

· Children from fatherless homes are at High Risk which include Negative Impact on Economics, Criminal Behavior, Social and Behavioral problems and Parenting Behaviors

· 5x more likely to be Poor, 10x more likely to be Extremely Poor

· Produces 70% of Juveniles in reform and long term prison 

· 2x more likely as high school dropouts

· More emotional and behavioral problems

· Girls-3x likely to be unwed teenage mothers

· Boys-more unemployed, incarcerated & uninvolved with own children

The Cycle of Fatherlessness can repeat itself in following generations without involved fathers and good role models.

· The United States leads the world in fatherless families

· Nearly 46% live without biological dad (in urban areas this figure can reach as high as 70%-90%)

· Out of wedlock birth rate up 5x since 1960

· About 1 million children affected by divorce per year

· Nearly 40% of children in father-absent homes have not seen their dad during the past year

· More than half of all fatherless children have never been in their dad’s home

· The number of children being raised by single mothers has more than tripled between 1960-2000

· 3/4of all African –American children born since 1975 will live some portion of their formative years with only one parent &  in most cases it’s the father who is absent
There is an overwhelming epidemic across the world that kids are being abandoned.  As I see the riots across the world about human rights, gay rights, Muslim rights, Christian rights and all the “rights” out there – what about if all the kids in the world without fathers hit the streets protesting.  What protesting can happen from that?  Try not having a dad, the higher risks of jail, emotional and behavior problems, unemployment and the list just goes off the charts. Can you imagine if in our smallest towns to our largest towns that kids of all ages hit the streets with banners, signs and just all out anger erupted?  The TV anchors in all areas of news would go nuts.  I actually fantasize about it.  I think it would be fantastic.  The basic bedrock of society failing – moms and dads. I admit, it stirs me up.  Then add up all the kids who are sick being tossed about between divorced parents that are exchanging kids before weekends across the country – here, they are your turn!  For crying out loud! Just awful.
Well, the problem is not going away and the question we must ask ourselves is what do we do about it – more important , What Do I Do About It?

Besides adopting all these fatherless kids and shaking the heads of adults who got married for the right reason to the wrong person or the wrong reason with the wrong person – here are some ideas.

Action Points for Retired People:

· Being retired usually equates to more time and what do I now do?  I am bored, don’t have any hobbies and that list goes on.  Try finding out in your church or civic club what single or divorced mom just needs help with baby-sitting or taking kids to the park or cinema.  You will be surprised what little boy or girl does not understand what it means to have a grandparent figure in their lives.

· Volunteer at your local church in the nursery or little tots rooms who need the mastery hands of patience, love and gentleness.  Give that young child a birthday gift or something special when there is an absent family.  
Action Points for Not-Ready to Retire Folks but don’t have grandkids:

· Find out what young person at church or maybe at work who needs a supporter at a game, choir show, or some activity that no one ever shows up.  You will be amazed how much power this has for kids who can never show off their performance because there are usually empty seats.

· Men’s group at church can adopt a junior high or high school kid who needs help with school work or someone just to be there for them.  You would be surprised that TIME is all kids what with a dad or a dad mentor.

It is amazing how a “father mentor” can substitute in for am absent dad and change the life of a young boy or girl.  Think about it and put it into action.
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