We live in a world where sadly, 


the lifestyle of Herod the Tetrarch is not hard to imagine.  

A leader of a country 


has illegally divorced his wife 


in order to take his brothers wife 



who he came into a relationship with during a visit to his brother.  

The way Herod went about the divorce


 was illegal 



in a high divorce society, 




because there was no reason given for the divorce 




and he was marrying his sister in-law 





while his brother still lived.  

Then, as if Herod's morality 


or lack there of had not placed him in enough hot water, 

he finds his desires turning to the daughter of his new wife 


and in response to her dancing, 



offers her anything.  

She asks for the head of a man who spoke the truth.

Now if the depravity of this group of people is not clear yet, 


you should know that women were not usually the ones to dance, 



that was the role of men.  

On top of that, 


princesses certainly did not dance, 

especially in the way that would get a King to be excited enough 


to honor anything to a young 17-18 year old girl.  

To hear that she was put out there by her mother 


and that her mother had used her 



as bait to get her way, 


shows the lack of moral fiber within this family system.  

It shows that the King that is supposed to be ruling the people 

and land of God 


is not in line with the way that God intends for his people to act 


or the land to be used.

The battle of heaven versus earth is on full display.  

In this first round, 


earth has taken the early lead.  

Earth has John, 


the proclaimer of heaven breaking in, 



head on a plate.  

But as the fleshly realm takes the early lead,


it also hears of what Jesus is doing, 

and heaven's route to victory 


is disclosed for the first time 



for those with eyes to see 



and ears to hear.

We hear of heaven's first phase of the plan, 


in the fact that John has been beheaded.  

The way that John was beheaded is important.  


It was not in the midst of battle, 


it was not for a rebellion.  

He had spoke the truth to Herod 


and then arrested for confronting the power of earth 



for their mismanagement of God's creation.  


So John was in a dungeon for speaking out.  

Then on a whim, 


without a trial, 


without full cause, 



John was beheaded to keep the people around him happy.  

This should echo with what we have walked through this Holy Week.  


Jesus in the garden praying, 



being arrested for speaking against the ways of the religious 




and political leadership, 



not receiving a fair trial, 



and though innocent, 




being crucified by his captors to keep the crowds appeased.

The second phase of heaven's plan build's off John's beheading, 


when Herod hears about Jesus.  

He explains Jesus' power via him being 


“John resurrected from the dead.”  

This is where I would like to spend some time this Easter morning, 


looking at what resurrection means.  

The first thing is what it does not mean, 


is simply resuscitated.  


Or brought back to life.  

This is illustrated from a few key details in this particular story.  


The first is the fact that John was beheaded.  

Beheadings are not one of those deaths 


that are misdiagnosed, 


that the person was just in a coma 



and then woke up.  

When heads are separated from bodies, 


death is present.  

The second piece about the resurrection available to us in the is passage, 


is that it is seen as a different type of existence.  

John was a proclaimer and a prophet, 


but he was not a healer, 


a miracle worker type figure.  

Herod however, 


hears about Jesus doing these grand and mighty works, 


and hears the same theme of preaching, 


the same prophetic voice speaking of the will of God that John had, 



but now with the ability to raise people from the dead, 



to make the blind see, 



the lame walk, 



the mute speak.  


There is something different about Jesus 



that John in his earthly life did not have.  




Death, 




power, 




and destruction don't seem to have the same influence around Jesus.

The third piece about resurrection that we hear in this interaction, 


is that it is a physical, 


bodily thing.  

Herod does not say, 


“This is the ghost of John the Baptist, 


or the Spirit.  

He knows that Jesus has a physical body, 


walks, talks, and acts just like you or I do.  

The resurrection was not a disembodied concept, 



but a physical fulfillment of the promises of God to Israel 



coming to completion.  


A physical land, 



where God is king, 



where death and sin are no more, 



and where promises of life with God as God's people, 




worshipping God face to face are realized.  

This day, 


as we celebrate the fact of Jesus' resurrection 


and live into the promise of our own future resurrection, 

we remember that Jesus was the prototype for the resurrection, 


something that had never happened before.  

We remember that Jesus walked on Earth, 


ate, laughed, interacted with his disciples as we do with one another.  

But not everything was the same as it was before.  


Herod saw the signs of the Kingdom breaking in with Jesus' power.  



The blessings of resurrection were still to come 




and more glorious: 





no more death, 





no more tears, 





no more sickness, 




instead the perfect shalom of God 





which is worthy of endless worship and celebration.

Herod has reminded us that we need redemption, 


as our headlines are filled with stories similar to his 


and there is our brokenness that is yet to be exposed.  

He also is one of the ways in which heaven's plan 


of having earth function as things do in heaven 



is disclosed to us.  

Jesus' way is not through violence, 


but through patient, 


long suffering love, 



which is willing to lay down its life for the Kingdom 



and God that it serves.  

That is the beauty of this day.  

This is why we sing Hallelujah!  


Let us continue to praise God.

