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Black ice creates dangerous
driving conditions, MnDOT
advises motorists "slow-down"
Duluth, Minn. Jan. 29, 2019 – The Minnesota Department of Transportation reports that the extreme low air temperatures and windy conditions we are experiencing is causing black ice on area
highways and on the interstate. Black ice
is an invisible hazard that catches drivers’ off-guard and frequently causes
crashes.
"We [MnDOT] have all of our changeable message signs lit warning motorists to slow down," said Morrie Luke,
MnDOT traffic engineer. "But some
motorists are ignoring these messages
and many have spun out."

bridges, and near lakes and rivers. The
hazard can also form when snow temporarily melts from auto exhaust emissions or tire heat and from moisture vapors given off by industries located close
to the highway.
Motorists should remember to:
• Slow down on bridges, overpasses
and tunnels and on all roads in the early
morning when the air temperature rises
faster than the pavement temperature.
• Use a safe speed for winter driving
conditions, regardless of the posted
speed limit.
• Keep a safe stopping distance from
the vehicle in front of them.
• Keep both hands on the steering
wheel and eyes on the road, and stay
alert.
For additional tips on safe winter driving, go to www.mndot.gov/workzone/
winter.html.

Black ice creates the appearance of a wet
surface, but it is actually a thin, clear
layer of ice on roads and bridges. Black
ice forms when melting snow refreezes
or when rain, drizzle, mist or fog freezes.
It is most common at night and early
morning when it is dark and temperatures are lowest.
For real-time traffic and travel information in Minnesota, visit www.511mn.org
Black ice often forms in tunnels and or get the free smartphone app at Google
other shaded areas, on overpasses and Play or the App Store.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
Pike for Vets Trying to Keep Their Head
Above Water and Fish in the Frying Pan
Self-proclaimed as one of the longest
running volunteer organizations serving
veterans in northeastern Minnesota, Pike for
Vets is in its 69th year in 2019.

from those events is getting more difficult.
More and more, Pike for Vets is needing to
rely on donations to purchase the fish for
veterans to have the fish dinners.

Run out of Grand Rapids, the group collects and purchases walleye fillets for the
Silver Bay Veterans Home and Fort Snelling
Medical Center, as well as making monetary
donations to other veteran organizations.

If you are interested in making a donation
to Pike for Vets, call Roy LaDoux in Grand
Rapids at (218)326-1374.
Proudly Sponsored by:

Pike for Vets donates hundreds of pounds
of fish for veterans to have fish dinners every
year, and in their heyday were donating
upwards of 800 pounds in one year. Originally fisherfolk from the region rallied to the
cause to share their catch. However, federal
regulations requiring that fish be bought and
labeled has created a need to find other ways
to fulfill Pike for Vets’ mission.
In a partnership with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, the organization
has been able to obtain fish donated through
fishing tournaments, however, with the trend
for more catch and release practices, sourcing
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