Bethany Presbyterian Church, Johnstown, PA

MORNING WORSHIP

September 15th, 2024     24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

CALL TO WORSHIP **
L: We are not our own:
P: so, neither our will nor our wisdom should get in the way of God's hopes for us.
L: We are not on our own:
P: so, we should not choose what is easiest or the most gratifying way to live.
L: We are not our own, we are God's:
P: so, let us choose to live for God, and serve all of God's children.
L: We are not on our own, as we walk the streets of God's kingdom:
P: so, as far as is possible, we will forget ourselves and follow Jesus Christ.

*HYMN 
“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”

#145
*CALL TO RECONCILIATION**
L: We all make mistakes, many of them. We hurt ourselves, we hurt others, we hurt God with our words and deeds, with our silence and inaction. Let us confess to God our sins, trusting in the One who blesses us with mercy.

* UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION **
P: Spring of Wisdom, we confess that we have not denied ourselves and followed. We turn our backs on your outstretched hands of grace, and stumble into the arms of the world. We speak poisonous gossip about others, rather than tell of their glory as your child. We fire off words that find no rest until they pierce another's heart.

Forgive us, Rock and Redeemer. Give us speech which flows like cool water through another's parched spirit; give us silence with which to witness your wonders; give us words to proclaim Jesus is the Christ, our Lord and our Savior, the One who leads us to life.

*SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON**
L: With gentleness, God speaks to us; with graciousness, God forgives us; with joy, God embraces us.
P: With our lips, we praise God; with our words, we thank God; with our silence, we find God in our hearts. 
L: Friends, Believe the Good News

ALL:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen

*GLORIA PATRI



#579
CHURCH NEWS

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet your neighbor by saying, “The Peace of Christ be With You.”)

REDEDICATION OF SELF AND SUBSTANCE


Offertory   


*Doxology



#592
*Prayer of Dedication   
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES

Old Testament  
Proverbs 1:20-33


p.547
New Testament 
James 3:1-12


p.1055
Gospel 

Mark 8:27-38


p.875

MESSAGE 
Derek Turgeon
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – The Apostle’s Creed


*HYMN
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”

#84
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L: Hear our prayers, O Lord. 
P: And let our cry come unto Thee.

L: Let us bless the Lord! 
P: Thanks be to God.

PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER
*HYMN
“Near to the Heart of God”

#527
*BENEDICTION/SENDING**
L: Go now with God:
P: who covers us with tender mercies;
L: Go now with Christ our Lord:
P: who is our good companion;
L: Go now with the Spirit:
P: who gives us good food at the Table and living water to nourish us.
L: Go knowing that God will direct your path:
P: bringing us joy and delight as we continue on our journey of faith.
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
“Let There Be Peace”

*Those who are able please stand.
** © Rev. Thom Shuman
ORGANISTS: John Griffin and Elaine Bilger
WORSHIP LEADER: Brenda Molnar
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Christians are like tea bags.  

You never know what kind you are until you are in hot water.

Eleanor Searle Whitney

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Grant, O Lord, 

that in your WOUNDS I may find my safety,

in your STRIPES my cure,

in your PAIN my peace,

in your CROSS my victory,

in your RESURRECTION my triumph,

and a crown of righteousness 

in the glories of your eternal kingdom.

Jeremy Taylor
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814-539-9194
www.bethanyjohnstown.com




