McKean County Fair

PO Box 40, East Smethport, PA  16730

814-887-5361

DEMOLITION DERBY RULES
6:30 pm Sat., August 20, 2016
Large Cars/Small Cars

Pickups & Van

Heats & Features
NOTE TIME CHANGE

All cars must be checked in by 5:30 PM on the day of the Derby.

NOTE RULE CHANGES

Bill Baldwin 814-558-5222

1. The number of cars/trucks entered will determine the number of heats.

2. If time permits, a last chance event will be scheduled between all non-winners from the first events.  The winner of this event will qualify for the championship event.

GENERAL EXPLANATION:  The Demolition Derby is designed as an unusual spectator attraction and is in the interest of safety.  Anyone entering is subject to the following rules and regulations as set forth by the McKean County Fair Association.  Officials reserve the right to accept or reject any and all applications.

Only drivers, owners, and mechanics who sign the release sheet, will be permitted in the pit area.  ALL DRIVERS MUST WEAR CLEAN, LONG SLEEVED COVERALLS (required).  Flame retardant fire suit recommended.  The conduct of driver or crew can disqualify driver from current and future events.
No one under 14 years of age is allowed in pits,  NO EXCEPTIONS!!
Anyone 14-17 years old must have a notarized release from parents.

NO ALCOHOL PERMITTED!!
DRIVER’S ENTRY

1. If driver is under 18 years old, he/she must have a notarized minor’s release, signed by a parent or guardian.

2. All drivers must supply their own car.  A driver may enter as many cars as there are qualifying heats.

3. Drivers not obeying the rules will be disqualified.  (All rules will be described at Drivers’ Meeting prior to Derby.)  ALL DRIVERS MUST ATTEND THE DRIVERS’ MEETING BEFORE SHOW.
GENERAL RULES
1. All entrants must be at least 16 years of age or older

2. Cars must be removed from fairgrounds within 24 hours following the event or the car will become the Fair’s property.

3. The pit area will be open for pre-derby inspection at noon on the day of the event.

4. All entrants must be in the pit area by 5:30 p.m.  NO EXCEPTIONS!!  YOU WILL NOT RUN!!

5. The first heat will start after all inspections are completed and driver’s meeting is held.

6. Any injuries must be reported to the officials immediately no matter how small they seem to be.

7. Drugs and/or alcohol use or possession will not be tolerated.  Any drugs or alcohol found will be confiscated and not returned and may result in driver disqualification.  Anyone found under the influence of drugs or alcohol will be disqualified and may be banned from any future events.

8. The McKean County Fair or any of its members will not be held responsible for injuries or damage to any vehicle, entrants, and mechanics or car owners.

9. The McKean County Fair reserves the right to accept or reject any or all entries.
DRIVER’S RULES
1. Drivers must wear DOT or Snell approved full face helmet with shield or other eye protection.  Must also wear long pants and long sleeve shirt.  Fire suits and gloves are highly recommended.

2. A commercially produced neck roll or wedge neck collar is recommended.

3. Vehicles must have factory or better set belt in working condition.

4. No driver’s door hits.

5. When a car becomes disabled, the drivers are to remain in their cars, with helmet and eye protection and seat belt on.

6. No teamwork.  No sandbagging.  No holding cars.  Offenders of these rules are subject to official’s penalty decision.

7. Any car sitting still, during a heat, for more than 60 seconds will be disqualified.

8. No entry fees will be returned to entrants found to have an illegal car.

9. No protesting or arguing with the officials during the race.  Doing so may, at the head official’s discretion, result in disqualification forfeiting any prize money and immediate eviction from the grounds and future events.
10. Any car deemed a safety hazard will be shut down at the discretion of the officials.

11. All decisions by the derby officials are final.

JUST BECAUSE IT IS NOT MENTIONED IN THE RULES, IT DOES NOT MEAN YOU CAN DO IT!!  Call with questions.
CAR RULES
1. Any foreign or domestic mass-produced 2 or 4 door hard top car or station wagon is permitted.  No Chrysler Imperials or Imperial type frames 1973 or older.
2. All cars must have an identifying number displayed on each side and the roof.  Roof signs may be used, and recommended, but must be properly secured.

3. No extra screws, bolts, welds, chain, wire, rope, glue, adhesive or other fasteners may be used besides what is covered in these rules.

4. All glass, plastic and chrome molding, and flammable materials must be removed including door handles and locks.  No broken glass in doors.

5. The car must be clean and free of loose debris in the driver’s compartment and trunk.

6. All trailer/towing hitches must be removed.

7. All airbags must be removed.

8. Drain air conditioners.  Rubber hoses must be cut or removed prior to arrival.

9. No reinforcing anywhere!!  Patching of repair rust and major damage will be allowed at officials discretion.  Cars are to be considered stock or less unless otherwise noted.

BODY AND FRAME
1. Hood must have 10X10 hole on each side of the air cleaner for fire personnel.  Hood cut out bolts may be used.  Max 12 per hood, no larger than 3/8 bolts.  If you are using engine driven clutch fan, no solid steel fans, hood must cover fan and extend 6” past fan.

2. Hoods are to remain attached to their hinges.  Hoods can be secured by one of three ways

a. You may use up to four 1” bolts.  With two of the four going down through the core support down through the frame with 3x3 plates on top and bottom.

b. Up to 5” long angle may be welded onto the fender and hood for bolting.

c. You may use 3/8 chain or three strands of #9 wire in four places.

3. Trunk must have an inspections hole cut in lid 10x10.  Trunk cut out bolts may be used.  Max 12 using no larger than 3/8 bolts.

4. Trunk can be secured by either:

a. Six plates 3x3 welded on body to body.

b. Four 3/8 chain or three strands of #9 wire body to body.

5. All rear inner decking panels must be removed from station wagons.  All body seams must be visible for inspection whether it is a used car that is bent or a fresh car that is pre-bent.

6. Driver door reinforcement is required and must be on the outside of the car.  This is not to extend more than 10” in front of and 10” behind the driver’s door seams.  Inside padding is recommended for the driver’s door.

7. Driver’s door can be welded solid.  All other doors may be welded with 3x3 plates every 3 on 3 off on the outside only or can be chained and wired.

8. Windshield bars or chain may be attached from the roof to the cowl area on the front windshield area only to protect the driver.

9. Body mounts must remain in stock location.  However, up to 4 mounts may have bolts replaced if broken.  They may be replaced by bolts no larger than ½”.  Washer may not be larger than 1/4 x3x3.

10. Notching and pre-bending will be allowed.  Do not weld the notches back together.

11. Do not paint or undercoat frames inside or out.  Do not grind or buff frames.

12. No frame seam welding.  No extra metal may be added to the frame in any way.

13. 3/8” max chain, cable or #9 wire may be bolted from frame rail to frame rail behind rear humps.

14. A bar no thicker than ¼” and no wider than 4” may be run in rear window, must be attached to roof and to speaker deck only…not to trunk lid.

15. Cutting fenders for wheel clearance is allowed.  Bolting of fenders to wheel wells will be allowed, 4 bolts ½” max in size.

16. Non post cars may weld one post to each side of the car, centered on the door seam,  3”x1/2” max, with no more than 4” extending down the door or onto the roof.

ENGINES, TRANSMISSIONS AND DRIVESHAFTS
1. Engines may be changed from car to car (GM to Ford, Ford to Chrysler, etc.).  Do not strengthen frames or crossmembers with mounts.  Motor can be welded or chained to crossmember only.  One engine chain per side may be used, bolted to existing factory hole or wrapped around frame only.

2. Aftermarket shifters, gas pedals, distributor protectors and throttle linkages are allowed.  Distributor protectors can only be bolted to motor and transmission.  They cannot be attached or touching to frame or front cage bar.  At least 5” from front bar.

3. Transmission and engine coolers are not allowed in driver’s compartment.

4. Exhaust may exit under the car or straight up through the hood.

5. Some type of air cleaner must be used.  No open carbs will be allowed.

6. Radiators must remain in their stock location if used.  Close loop systems are allowed as a simple hose to hose connection.  Water only.
7. Factory driveshafts may be altered to accommodate for length and drivetrain.  No truck driveshafts or slider shafts.

8. All holes in firewall must be covered with tin, rubber or fire resistant material.

9. Any rear-end may be used provided it is from a car (5 lug or less).  Rears may be locked.

BRAKES AND STEERING
1. A working hydraulic brake system is required at the start of the derby.

2. Steering may be altered from the steering box to steering wheel.

TIRES
1. Any DOT tire allowed.

2. Double tires are allowed

3. The use of tire tubes will be permitted.

4. No studded tires.  No liquid or concrete filled tires.  No chains allowed.

5. No screwing tires to rims

6. All wheel weights must be removed, including on the inside of the rim.

7. Valve stems guards will be permitted.

BATTERIES
1. Two batteries per car are allowed.  Batteries must be securely mounted and covered with rubber mat.

2. Allowed to relocate to inside passenger side floorboard.  We recommend metal box or frames bolted or welded to the floor.

3. Do not use zip screws, rubber strap or ratchet strap to hold in place.

4. Ignition switch – no hot wiring.

FUEL SYSTEM
1. The gas tank may be removed from under the car and secured in the rear seat area.

2. Fuel cells or approved marine style tank are preferred.

3. All tanks and lines must have secure, leak-proof fittings.  Double Clamp all hoses.

4. Tanks must be securely mounted with chain, bolts or both.  Do not use zip screws, rubber strap or ratchet strap.

5. Tanks must be covered with rubber mat, metal cover, or both.

6. Electric fuel pumps will be allowed.

7. Electric fuel pumps must have an on/off that is clearly marked if relocated.

8. No more than 10 gallons of fuel allowed.

9. Any car spilling gas, during heat, will be disqualified.

BUMPERS
1. Any year OEM car bumper is permitted.  DEC bumpers accepted.

2. You may weld bumpers to bumper shocks and shocks to brackets.  You may weld bumpers to brackets for non-shock applications.  You may swap bumper bracket from car to car.  Brackets must be used in their stock manner and may not be altered in any way.

3. Bumper brackets may only be welded to the first 6” of frame.  No additional metal may be used.

4. You may weld bumpers directly to the frame.  However, if you choose this option, you may not have a bumper shock or bracket in or on the frame.

5. No homemade brackets or shocks, front or rear.  No exceptions.

6. Bumper height min. 16” from bottom of back bumper.  Bumper height max. 22” to bottom of bumper on front.  No low riders.  Officials have final say due to make and model.

7. Wagons can run 2 pieces of all-thread 1” max from the back bumper through the back body panel (not the frame) only to help hold the bumper on.  Max 3” washers.

8. You may run #9 wire in 3 spots, 3 strands per spot from core support to front bumper.  1” washers may be welded to bumper and core support to run your wire through.  Rear bumper may be wired the same way to either trunk lid, tailgate or rear body.  We do not want bumpers falling off onto the track.
9. You may weld all bumper seams, but you may not stuff them.  Bumpers are expensive so weld them to last.

10. You may trim bumper ends, but do not leave sharp edges.

SUSPENSION
1. Suspension may be raised by using torsion adjustment, spring spacer, or blocks.  Suspension may not be locked, it must still move.

2. Shocks must be operational.  They may be clamped or stuffed with rags, but must still travel.

3. Shock and springs may be from cars only.  No truck parts!

4. Factory leafed cars must have factory appearing spring packs with the correct stepdowns.  No welding of the leaves.  No more than 2 replacement clamps will be allowed on each spring pack.  They may not exceed ¼”x2”x5”.

5. No suspension conversions except airbags to coil springs.  Trailing arms are to remain stock.

6. A-arms may be welded or bolted for desired height.  Material must not exceed ¼” thickness and 2” wide, Top A-arms only.  It cannot be used to add any strength to the frame at all.

CAGE AND DRIVE PROTECTORS
1. A four bar interior cage is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!!  This consists of one bar straight across the dash 5” from the firewall.  One bar, no more than 10”, behind driver’s seat.  Two bars connecting to front and back bars along each door.

2. Bars may be made of no more than 5”x5” except side bars.  Side bars may be c-channel up to 6”.

3. Bars must be sheet metal to sheet metal.  Bar must be single bars, not stacked or doubled.

4. Do not attach any part of this cage to the frame or floor of the car.

5. Roll bars (halo bar) are allowed.  It must go straight across and straight up and down and may be bolted or stitch welded with 1” welds in 3 places to the roof.  It must come off your rear seat bar.  Max 5”x5” bars or 6” c-channel.
6. No cast pipe allowed.

7. All mounting plates not to exceed 6”x6”

8. All cage components must be at least 6” off the floor of the car.

Any questions please TEXT Eric Groll your name and number at 814-594-1643.  He will respond ASAP.
