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Reaching Out in Christian Love to All

Our Vision:

Palestine Lutheran Church will be a haven for all
generations, a people worshipping and growing
continually in relationship with Jesus, inspired by
God’s Word; a living example of stewardship, a
loving and caring fellowship that reaches out in
Christ-centered faith and love to the world.

Mission Statement:

“Palestine Lutheran Church exists to proclaim and
live God’s Holy Word, to nurture and support our
membership, and to enable us to live our faith in our
daily lives. As we are nourished, we are called to
reach out to our communities, our spheres of
influence, and to the wider world through the
church-at-large.”

Listening for God’s Voice ------------- With Pastor Eric

8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And
he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here | am, for
you called me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD
was calling the boy. g Therefore Eli said to Samuel,
"Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,
'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening."" So
Samuel went and lay down in his place. °Now the
LORD came and stood there, calling as before,
"Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for
your servant is listening." “'Then the LORD said to
Samuel, "See, | am about to do something in Israel
that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it
tingle. — 1 Samuel 3:8-11

St. Augustine wrote that prayer begins and ends
with listening. The Hebrew word for “hear” is
shema which means “hearing and obeying”. Samuel
demonstrates that he has heard the Lord when he
obeys, so hearing involves comprehension. |
consider “hearing” and “listening” slightly nuanced
words. | hear a noise but | listen for more
understanding upon which to act. “Hearing” is
more passive while “listening” is active and
intentional. Sometimes we need to hear God more
than once before we know enough to listen for
God’s voice which is why we have elders like Eli to
help us recognize when God is speaking. In fact, we
come to church for Bible study, sermons, and
conversations with fellows believers in order to
learn how to listen to God and what to listen for.

We live in a current climate in which listening to
other people is difficult, so it is easier to not engage,
or just text, email or Facebook message a quick
blurb of opinion, or simple information. Christian
community is ebbing in some ways and God'’s voice
might not be heard over or with a coach, or referee,
or sports announcer, or “add here”. How do we
grow in relationship with the God whom we don’t
talk to or listen to?

| believe that we need to do what my mother always
told us kids, “God gave us two ears and one mouth
so we must listen more before we speak.” During
the Easter season, we are reminded that God is
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about doing new things and wants us to be in on it.
Let’s take this time to listen in prayer, listen in
church, listen to our neighbors, listen to our loved
ones — listen for the Word of God — calling us into a
“new thing” with joy

Let us pray. Heavenly God, speak for your servant
is listening in Jesus’s name we pray. Amen.
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Palestine Lutheran Church g;_.m :
Worship & Study Opportunities — May 2019

The "dial in" number for the worship service is no longer
available.

Wednesday, May 1
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Confirmation

Saturday, May 4

Daily Discipleship themes which will be used for
Wednesday morning Men’s Bible study (uses the
text for the following Sunday). They are available on
the ELCA website—
www.elca.org  Resources Downloadable
Resources Bible Studies
3" Sunday of Easter —Primary Text: John 21:1-19
Prayers of Discipleship: To Love Jesus
4™ Sunday of Easter —
Primary Text: John 10:22-30
Prayers of Discipleship: To Hear the Voices of the
Good Shepherd
5" Sunday of Easter —
Primary Text: John 13:31-35
Prayers of Discipleship: To Love Another
6" Sunday of Easter —
Primary Text: John 14:23-29
Prayers of Discipleship: To Keep God’s Word
7" Sunday of Easter —Primary Text: John 17:20-26
Prayers of Discipleship: To Pray as Jesus
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7 a.m. Tri County Men’s Bible study @ Ballard Creek

Sunday, May 5 3" Sunday of Easter

9:30 a.m. Worship: Holy Communion; Recognition of
High School Graduates Final Children’s Church
this school year

Wednesday, May 8
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Confirmation

Friday, May 10 thru Saturday, May 11
Southeastern lowa Synod Assembly, OneBread One Body
@ Lutheran Church of Hope in West Des Moines

Saturday, May 11
7 a.m. Tri County Men’s Bible study @ Ballard Creek

Sunday, May 12 4" Sunday of Easter
Mot her 6s Day
9:30 a.m. Worship: Contemporary music

Wednesday, May 15
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible study
7:30 p.m. Ballard Baccalaureate

Saturday, May 18
7 a.m. Tri County Men’s Bible study @ Ballard Creek

Sunday, May 19 5™ Sunday of Easter
9:30 a.m. Worship: Holy Communion

Wednesday, May 22
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Saturday, May 25
7 a.m. Tri County Men’s Bible study @ Ballard Creek

Sunday, May 26 6" Sunday of Easter
9:30 a.m. Worship: Dedication of Memorials & Gifts

Wednesday, May 29
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
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Mission Trip to Costa Rica —
June 29" thru July 6"

From June 29" through July 6™, the R.0.C.K.
group will be serving on a YouthWorks mission trip
in Costa Rica. YouthWorks partners with Rice &
Beans Ministries, a local mission organization that
serves the community in that area. We will spend
our time packing and delivering food bags to
families, working on construction/repair projects,
and/or planning and leading children’s programing.
With the help of volunteers, Rice & Beans Ministries
has hand-delivered over 180,000 bags of food to
those in need. Each food bag costs $12 and contains
enough rice, beans, cornmeal, and powdered milk
to feed a family of four for one week.

Throughout the week, we will be volunteering
our time at Rice & Beans
Ministries’ schools and
construction sites as well.
The organization has
educational programs in 65
schools and provides over
25,000 children with school supplies each year.
There is a 28% drop out rate by Ak grade in this
area. They hope that by providing necessary
uniforms and supplies they can keep kids in school
longer and help them break the cycle of poverty.
Rice & Beans Ministries has also built or repaired 55
homes, creating long-lasting relationships with
people in the community at the same time.

Our goal is to raise enough money to be able to
donate some food bags or school supplies as a
group. We are close to having our fundraising goal
achieved.

RICE&BEANS
MINISTRIES

We are doing a “Meal Kit” fundraiser, where
you can sign up for
either the Creamy
Mushroom Ravioli
or Honey BBQ
Chicken meal kit
for two people,
now until May 5.
Sign up for either meal (or both) in the fellowship
hall. We will do the grocery shopping and ingredient
measuring for you and then the ready-to-cook meal
kits will be available for pick-up on Sunday May 12th,
just in time for Mother’s Day! Meal kits are $25
each and you can pay when you pick them up.
Thank you to those of you who have contributed or
prayed for our endeavor. We are looking forward to
this experience and we could not do it without you!

~ The R.0.C.K. Group

June 10-13 Vacation Bible School !
VBS will be held jointly with Fjeldberg Lutheran Church.

It will be at Fjeldberg this year with staff from
Riverside leading the program. Get the date on your
calendar, more information will follow. Watch for
volunteer opportunities - If anyone has an interest
in helping with food, classroom chaperoning or
planning, please contact Michelle Siepker.

We are excited to see
what God will do in the
lives of our campers,
families, and staff, as we
"Press On" towards what
God has called us to. Our
theme verse comes from

Philippians 3:13-14 and
says, "Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to
win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus." Our desire is that this
summer camp experience allows students and
families to seek Jesus Christ out in all things and to
see the kingdom of God enter into their lives on a
daily basis!

Registration forms will be available soon
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Thank you-

...to the readers of our Soggy
Shoes devotions for Lent,
David Eisenmann, Kristin
Shelton, Candi Engler, Teri
Klimpel, Tim Wilson, and the
council support

...to those who contributed
to the One Bread, One Body
special offerings for
Backpack Buddies and lowa
Gardening for Good

...to those participating in
the Holy Week journey

~ especially the Passion
readers (Austin Klimpel, Charlie Rhoads, Brayden
DeVries, Sarah Hartman, Ellie Twedt, Aiden Lewis, Nels
Dovre)

...to the Piecemakers for the quilts displayed on Palm
Sunday

...to the bulletin stapling and folding crew especially
Dave and Phyllis Prichard, Marvin Sorensen, Doreen
Blackmer, Marge Sheldahl

...to Oriett Snider for her hard work in worship
preparation during a week of chemo

...to Rebecca Snider for her support and temple talk on
Easter regarding our offerings to NAMI

...to the altar guild who helped out with paraments
especially Donna Millang and Teri Klimpel

...to Doreen Blackmer and our first communion families
for work and participation in Maundy Thursday

...to Nels,Dovre, Allison Dovre, Jen Pote, Emma Sample,
Teri Klimpel and Austin Klimpel for their Easter Vigil
participation with Fjeldberg

...to everyone who helped with Lent meals and the Third
Word Meal especially Robin Doty and Roger Moore

...to the Council for their time and input at the Council
retreat in Ankeny

...to Tracy Sheldalhl, Julie Huxford, Nancy Fausch for
their coordinating and preparing palms, lilies and spring
flowers for Holy Week

...to the families and individuals who staffed the Ballard
Clothing Pantry during Lent

...to the Palestine staff, Council and ministers who made
a busy time so much fun

...to the confirmation class and guides - Roger Moore
and Brent Emerson - for their diligence and participation
in confirmation this year

...to Mindy DeVries, Nels Dovre and Paris Doty as well as
the choir for the wonderful music this Lent season

Thanks
or
Serving,

~—

A Note of Thanks

Thank you so muclmtgfamilyof faittand friends at
Palestine for all your prayers, cardsg@nedsions of
concerigince my surgery and recovery at home.
A special thanks to Pdastaforhisprayersconcerns
and visits

May you all be bl essed

and also the concern and prayers for Lorraine befy

passing and my family both before and after her (g
May God continue to bless us all daily and keep (
care.

Marvin Sorensen

hre
NSS
5 in

On Maundy Thursday, April 18, Nolan

Larson, Taylor Sample, Maddie

Schonhorst, Ty Siepker, and Caden Van

Pelt received their First Communion.

We rejoice with them and their families
and pray that they will remain faithful to Christ and to
his Church, finding joy and strength in his body and
blood, the signs of his love for the world.

EASTER SPECIAL OFFERING| Make check payable to
Palestine Lutheran Church with NAMI in memo line.
Envelopes available in Fellowship Hall.

Beginning Easter
" ﬂ m I Sunday and continuing
through the Easter

Mational Alliance on Mental lliness Season, we will be
7

collecting a special offering for NAMI, the National
Alliance on Mental IlIness.

On each of the7 Sundays of Easter (April 21 thru
June 2) we will have a thumbnail feature of some
facet of NAMI included in the bulletin.

There is a display in Fellowship Hall.

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All
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Church Office: 515/597-2620

Fax number: 515/597-2621

Website: www.plchuxley.com

Secretary’s Office: 515/597-2624

Church e-mail is: PLC@huxcomm.net

Pastor Eric Klimpel’s email: ericklimpel@gmail.com

cell: 936/444-3895

Treasurer’s Report
Balance on hand April 17, 2019
Checking Account $20,408.47
General Fund $8,176.77
Designated Funds S 12,331.70
Benevolence -212.00
Building Improvement 1,761.89
Technology 3,384.00
Kitchen 333.17
Parsonage 1,591.68
Confirmation 1,672.92
Evangelism/Fellowship  936.68
Piano Fund 1,372.21
Maland Fund 1,084.13
Lent Offering 307.02
Principal balance for
building improvement loan S 3,584.64
Principal balance for
general fund operating loan $ 8,200.00
(as of April 17, 2019)

Next Council Meeting —

May 5 at 8 am

Church Council 2019 Pastor Eric Klimpel
President: Kristin Shelton Council: Nels Dovre
Vice President: Tim Wilson David Eisenmann
Secretary: Ellen Longnecker Brent Emerson
Treasurer: Deidre Qual Candi Engler
Financial Sec’y: Dick Kepler Cynthia Johnson

Brad Lewis

Jen Pote

Jean Saveraid

Mowing

Volunteers It's Spring and lawn-mowing season!

We need volunteers to mow church
and parsonage lawns. This is a good
way for students to earn service hours.
Please sign up for a week or a month to
help out. You may use Palestine mowers or your
own. The church has a riding lawn mower if you
would like to use it — indicate this on the signup
sheet in Fellowship hall. Thank you!

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All

Palestine Lutheran Church

Congregational Meeting [not yet approved]

4/7/2019 @ 10:45 AM

Call to order- The meeting was called to
order by Church Council President-Kristin
Shelton

Prayer-Kristin Shelton

New Business

a. Discussion of the purchase of the Essex-
EGP-155, Piano, Grand, 5 Feet 1 inch, EB
POL-

b. Motion to approve using $13,906 from
the piano fund to purchase the Essex-
EGP-155, Piano, Grand, 5 Feet 1 inch, EB
POL. A motion was made by Brad Lewis
to approve using the $13,906 from the
piano fund to purchase the Essex-EGP-
155, Piano, Grand, 5 Feet 1 inch, EB
POL. Motion was seconded by Jean
Saveraid. During the discussion after the
motion, Vivian Lundgren thanked the
congregation members who made it
possible for us to purchase the piano.
Harriet Sheldahl asked what would
happen if there were remaining funds
from the piano fund. Kristin Shelton
explained that a lock and cover are being
purchased with the remaining funds.
Motion passed unanimously.

4. Prayer-Pastor Eric

5. Adjourn
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Minutes Palestine Lutheran Church Council Meeting
[not yet approved] Saturday, April 6, 2019 @ 1:45 PM

Present Members - Kristin Shelton, Tim Wilson,
Pastor Eric, Nels Dovre, Cynthia Johnson, Deidre
Qual, Dick Kepler, Jean Saveraid, Candice Engler,
David Eisenmann, Ellen Longnecker, Jen Pote, Brad
Lewis, Brent Emerson

Devotions —Council Retreat
Read Vision and Mission Statements

Goals and Reflections — How will you use listening to
be intentional in reaching out in God’s love at
church and in your daily life? Attend Dinner & Lent
Services.

Minutes of the previous meeting

Treasurer’s Report — Deidre

General Fund is looking great. Going ahead to pay
$1,000 towards the general fund loan. Nels
motioned to pay $1,000 toward the general fund
loan. Ellen seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously

Jean Saveraid motioned to approve treasurer's
report. Jen Pote seconded to motion. Motion
approved unanimously.

Pastor’s Report - Pastor Klimpel
Refer to pastors Report

New business:
1. Tech Task Force-
Going to begin researching ways to improve
technology.
Video screens
Wiring
Etc
2. Light Bulbs & Lawn Care
Lawn care and fertilization is taken care of
for the year. Thank you to..?

Unfinished Business:
1. Approval of Weddings for: Derrek

Kelso/Karina Snider; Cody Hitchcock/Paris
Doty
Nels motions to approve the weddings of
Derrek Kelso/Karina Snider; Cody
Hitchcock/Paris Doty. Kristin seconded the
motion. Motion approved unanimously.

2. New Directory — Target March ’19.
Evangelism/Fellowship Preparing in process
3. ROCK group trip update - Nels
4. Sanctuary alterations:
a. Additional video screens
b. Piano considerations —Discuss with
Mindy placement of
piano/pews/screen
c. Future Need for Tech Coordinator

Tim Wilson motioned to approve the meeting. David
Eisenmann seconded the motion. Motion approved
unanimously.

Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer
Next Meeting May 5th at 8 AM

Treats-
Devotions-

The 2019 Southeastern lowa Synod Assembly
— OneBread One Bodiy will be held Friday, May

10, through Saturday, May 11, at Lutheran Church
of Hope in West Des Moines. Each spring, synods
gather in assembly to lift up and celebrate ministries
and address the official business of the synod —
approve compensation guidelines, adopt a budget,
address resolutions, and elect members to Synod
Council. The Assembly is this synod’s highest
legislative authority, limited only by the constitution
and bylaws of the synod and the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, and the assembly’s
own resolutions. Assembly is also a cherished time
when we gather from across the synod to reconnect
with friends, meet new ones, and share what it
means to be the body of Christ. There will be
opportunity to spend time in biblical reflection and
gather with members from other congregations in
small group discussion, as well as participate in a
variety of forums with topics related to our life
together.

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All
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May is Health & Beauty month at the food pantry -
please donate toothpaste, shampoo, soap,
toothbrushes.

Sponsored by Palestine Mission Outreach Committee

U calling all
cut-ups.
Palestine
Piecemakers are
sponsoring a
work night
Wednesday, May
8" @ 6:30 p.m.
Bring your own
cutting mat,
scissors, and rotary cutter. If you do not have these
supplies we will furnish them. No experience
necessary —you do not have to be a sewer. For
more information contact Cynthia Johnson or Louise
Larson.

May is Mental Health Month 2019

This year marks MHA's 70th year celebrating Mental
Health Month! Since 1949, Mental Health America and
our affiliates across the country have led the observance
of May is Mental Health Month by reaching millions of
people through the media, local events and screenings.
We welcome other organizations to join us in spreading
the word that mental health is something everyone
should care about.

In 2019 we are expanding upon last year’s theme of
#4Mind4Body and taking it to the next level, as we
explore the topics of animal companionship

(including pets and support animals), spirituality,
humor, work-life balance, and recreation and social
connections as ways to boost mental health and general
wellness.

More information and resources:

1 Mental Health America

http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/may

1 National Alliance on Mental Illness

https://www.nami.org/

1 National Suicide Prevention Lifeline —

800-273-TALK (8255)

2019

Volunteer schedule

Greeters

55 Tim & Shannon Wilson
Mike & Holly Larson

512 Mark & Robin Doty
Roger Larson

5/19 David & Vallery Eisenmann
Bill & Sandy Harleen

526 Laura Kepler
Helen & Dick Kepler

Acolyte$

55 Megan Rowedder, Alise Van Pelt

512

519

526

Lectors

Ushers

VirgiLarsoncaptain

Doug Schonhorst

Del Lundgren

Ashley Klimpel

Sunday Fellowship

Families who greet also serve beverages for fellowship
Communion Assistants
5/5....Davidk Vallery Eéamann
5/19.. Bill &andy Harleen
Offering Counters

Brent Emerson, Jeannie Williams
AltarGuild

Nancy FausdRat Martin

Mowing volunteers
Sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall

Deliver Food Pantry donatioisafpr
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May Birthdays ~ Brtpdns
17 - Tom Gallagher
19 - Bill Harleen
Henry Larson
21 - Kelli Jo Emerson
Olivia Thomas
22 - David Eisenmann
Deb Moore
23 - Miles Gallagher
24 - Robby Keltner
Violet Sickels
26 - Nolan Larson

1 - Elaine Paradise
2 - Nels Dovre
Candi Engler

3 - Tim Huxford

4 —Sarah Young

5 - Dobbin Wilson
6 - Lucas Ness
Joseph Thomas

10 - Shane Kalvig
Nicole Larson

11- Brooke Dykstra
Cory Larson 29 - Caden Van Pelt

13 -Mike Thomas Stella Klingbeil

15 - Ethan Johnson 30— Isaac Larson
Kris Polich Josie Van Gorp

31 — Casey Tatarniuk

If your birthday or
anniversary was no|

Bty

included or was
incorrect, please
contact the church
office so we can

5 Jake & Jordan Huxford
6 — Matthew & Erika Williams

15 — Richard & Bernadine Cast update our records,

31 - Joyce Carlson & Pat Murphy

IRemember in Prayer]

The following were included in the Prayers of the
Church during April: Deb Bollmeyer; Anita
Brendeland; Valerie Brendeland; Joan Carson; Alisha
Cox; Marvin Edwards; Lowell Ellliott; Tim Elliott;
Jackie Greene; Ralph Kalsem; Rob Larson; Merlin
Lyon; Elias Samuel Moore; Loree Ness; Chuck
Ostermeier; Jan Rumbaugh; Oriett Snider; Shannon
Tope; Don Trautner; Nova Lynn Walte; Arlene Wee;
Sarah JoAnn Young; Phil Zeller

Family & friends of Ardith “Elaine” Scharwtz; Doris
Halverson; Annie Marchesano; Jerry Hoffman

We extend our prayers and congratulations to...
...Kari & Tom Sandquist and Henry as they
welcome their newborn son and brother, Wyatt
James to their family. (born April 12, 2019)

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2018/2019 GRADUATES
fromBallardo Karlee Emersofiustin Klimpel, Gabe Shelton
fromCollinsMaxwell Toni Ness - —
fromNorth Polk Abbie Larson
Commencement schedule
Collins MaxwelSundayyay 19 2 p.m.
North Polk Sunday, May 1.2:30 p.m.
Ballard Sunday, May 2& p.m.
Baccalaureate schedidélard Wednesday, May- Ballard
HS Auditoriuiid:30 pnfolloving Senior Celebration
Nigh{6-7 p.m. in HS Commons)
H.S. Graduation Recognition at PdleStinday morning,
May %, we will honor our High School Graduates during
worship and fellowship. Please come and offer them your
support, prayers, and praise!

fromDMACG Ashley Klimpéliberal Arts: Graphic Design
fromGrandviewniversityi Madeline SheldaBA in
Elementary Education
fromlowa State UniversityEllen LongneckBS in
Agricultural Studies and a minor in business.
DecembdBUgrads
Andrew Rasmuss&$ irConstruction Engineering
Olivia ThomaBS in Apparel, Merchandising, and Desig
fromLutherCollege Kelli EmerspBnglish with a minor in
linguistc. n t he fall she wil!/
University in Belfast, Northern Ireland to pursue her
masterds degree in Art M
If you know of others who are graduating from either high
school or college tjsing, please notify the office so that we
can acknowledge this achievement.

b.\ -. ’ 3 <\

7 :’. - \\/
Join us in Celebration! S * &
Graduation Open Houses 0 8 oo

Saturday, May 11 9:30am to 12:30 pm

Gabe Shelton, Ballard Class of 2019

@ Huxley Safe Room, 515 N Main Ave, Huxley
Saturday, May 11 4-8 pm

Toni Ness, Collins Maxwell Class of 2019

@ friends acreage — 66122 330" St, Maxwell

Sunday, May 19 2-5 pm

Karlee Emerson, Ballard Class of 2019

@ Huxley Safe Room (south side), 515 N Main Ave, Huxley
Saturday, May 25 3-5pm

Austin Klimpel, Ballard Class of 2019

@ Palestine Lutheran Church, 1375 HWY 210, Huxley

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All
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Riverside has many needs and you might be the one that God

3001 Riverside Rd, Story City, IA 50248
1-800-372-7748
rlbc@riverside.org www.RiversideLBC.org
“To Know Christ and to make Christ known to all.”

Online registration is now open
for Summer Camp 2019! Check
out what dates work best for your
summer schedule, and get signed
up today! A copy of the summer
2019 master calendar is available
on the counter in Fellowship Hall
T or check it out online.

‘Discounts Available for summer camp!\

1. Palestine pays $75 for Alpha Camp (1st timers) and
$160 for other campers at Riverside. Check with
church office for details.

2. Member Congregations (NOTE: Palestine is a member

congregation) Campers from member congregations will

receive a $15 per week discount.

3. Siblings Discount

Families who are sending more than one camper to

Riverside will receive the following discounts. The first

camper will be charged the full fee. The second camper

will receive a $30 discount. Each additional camper will
receive a $50 discount. (The Siblings Discount is not
available for Alpha Camp.)

is calling to help fill that need! Your gifts are appreciated!

= —a —a —a _a == = —a —a —a —_a =9

= =

Check out our Amazon wish list!!
Instrument and microphone cables in good condition
Acoustic-electric guitar in good condition
DI box (in good condition)
Copy paper
Hay (or ability to transport hay)
Grass/alfalfa, large/small, round or square bales (without
foxtail)
New/used (in good condition) western saddles (adult and
youth sized)
Horses to borrow for the summer
Canoe rack trailer (with good hitch and lights)
Acoustic electric guitars
Polyurethane or lightweight aluminum canoes
Tubes of triple antibiotic cream, Vinyl medical gloves (not
latex), Band-aids
Dishcloths
Plastic Storage Tubs (minimum size of 12" x 20" x 14" - clear
sides preferred)
1/2 or 3/4 ton Pick-Up, 15 Passenger Van, Mini Van, Car
Gas golf cart
Email for more information or specific needs.

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All

ps Happy Mother’s Day!
(‘ L Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate
wineran seavices I owa  the strong, loving women in your life.
At Lutheran Services in lowa (LSI), we
see thousands of lowa moms through their journey to build
the brightest future for their children.

We see moms turning to LSI’s Mental Health or
Behavioral Health Intervention Services to ensure their
child is receiving the coping skills and behavioral supports
they need to thrive. In our Early Childhood Services, we see
first-time moms who are eager to join our parenting
education classes and support groups. In 2018, LSI’s Early
Childhood programs provided support to 1,158 parents of
young children. We are so inspired to hear their stories and
see their hard work pay off as they raise our next
generation.

As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember
how many lowa moms are being empowered because of
your support. If you are looking for a way to honor your
mother this year, please consider giving a gift in her name
at LSlowa.org.

Thank you for standing alongside lowa families.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in lowa responds to the love of
Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LS is an affiliated
social ministry partner of the lowa congregations of the ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of
LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of
all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national
origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more
at LSlowa.org and Facebook.com/LSl.iowa.

It’s Worth Every Second

Nova and Brian always knew they wanted to become
foster parents.

With their two oldest daughters growing up and
entering high school, they decided to take the leap and
open up their home to more children in need. Over the
course of four years, they have successfully fostered 16
children and adopted four into their forever family.

Through LSI Foster Care and Adoption, the couple has
wrapped their arms around sibling groups in need of a
home where they can stay together, and the family is also a
Cherokee Nation foster home, keeping children connected
to their culture and heritage.

Nova encourages more lowa families to consider foster
care, as every child deserves and needs a safe space,
regardless of how long that child may stay in your home.

“Foster care in lowa is such a needed thing, and it’s
important to extend grace to parents of children in foster
care and give them a chance to grow and heal,” she says.
“There aren’t a whole lot of accolades for foster parenting,
but it's worth it. It's worth the heartache, and it’s worth the
love and the smiles you see from these kids.”
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