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Yellow Ribbon Ceremony

The yellow ribbon tradition started in the United States Cavalry around the late1700's or early 1800's. When Cavalry Troopers deployed to the frontier to protect settlers; their wives, girlfriends or fiancées would often wear a yellow scarf or ribbon around their: hat, arm, parasol or in their hair. This was done as a pledge of faithfulness and to show that they were anxiously awaiting the return of their soldier. The American Tank Corps was created on 26 January 1917, and was originally composed primarily of former Cavalrymen. Thus the tradition of the yellow ribbon was transferred to the Tank Corps. 
Ceremony: The yellow ribbon ceremony is a very simple but significant gesture of the bond between the Tanker and his lady. While friends and family are gathered for the homecoming celebration the Tanker removes the yellow ribbon from the hair of his wife (girlfriend or fiancée). This is a symbolic gesture that signifies the return home of the Tanker. This is also a great photo opportunity for all attending. Additionally, the paragraph above can be read by someone in attendance to add more meaning to the ceremony. 
Note: The 1949 movie, "She Wore a Yellow Ribbon," is a classic example of the well known practice and significance of the “yellow ribbon”.
