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CHURCH OFFICE: (908) 852-4011
Interim Pastor:
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Treasurer:
Financial Secretary:
Head Usher:
Church Secretary:
Sexton:

Rev. Brian Merritt
Lorinda Ravo
Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot
John Mark Wojcicki

2020 SESSION
Class of 2021
Sandy Archer
Jami Lynn Arcilla
Erin Roguso

Class of 2022
Jennifer Aquino
Carl Erickson
Diane Hull

CLASS OF 2023
Dottie Kappers
Mark Slachetka

Clerk of Session: Donna Erickson

2020 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2021
Jen Bramley
Pat Gohlich
Justin Simmons

Class of 2022
Ellen Bergman
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

CLASS OF 2023
Gilles Djongang
Jackie Hammel
Lorinda Ravo

2020 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Director: Jen Bujno
Patricia Butts - 2021
Vedanira Fernandez - 2022
- 2023
Connie Quinn - HS Parent

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your prayers:
Gwenn and Louis Bartku
Rachel Becker,
Floyd Smith’s
granddaughter
Jeff Beddow
Joan Beddow
The Bergman Family
Bodycomb Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Churches throughout the U.S.
College Students returning to
campus
Barbara Courtright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Rev. Birda Ferguson and the
Ferguson family
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Roger George (father of Gwen
Bartku)
Terry Gretchen
Dorothy Knauer
Maikuu congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Mike McDonagh

Diana Merzoian
Members of the Armed Forces
The Miller Family
Barbara Pace, niece of the
Prestopines
Shirley Pennington
Elizabeth Robitsch
Students in the community
Teachers and Nurses in schools
Mark Tilney
Those who are food insecure
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from COVID
Those recovering from surgery

DATES TO REMEMBER:
FEBRUARY 2021
07:
14:
14:
15:
16:
21:
23:
28:

Sunday:Worship and Communion - 10:00 AM; installation of
Elder live stream through our Facebook page
Worship - 10 AM; live stream through our Facebook page
Happy Valentine’s Day
President’s Day - Office Closed
Session Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room
Worship - 10 AM; live stream through our Facebook page
Deacons Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room
Worship - 10 AM; live stream through our Facebook page

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Pastor’s Annual Report
There is a reggae song I used to love called “Everything Changes.”
I say used to love because I think we are all a bit sick of change at this
juncture. It has been quite a year. I will not miss the word unprecedented
if it becomes banished from the vocabulary of our English language. As I
round out the second year of my Interim Pastorate among you, I am as
weary with pandemics and isolation as so many of you are. Many said
good riddance with their year-end farewell to the year 2020.
Even though it has been a hard year I want to point out four areas
from 2020 that First Presbyterian Church should be incredibly proud.
Pandemic:
No one knew at the start of 2020 that we would be in the midst of
the deadliest pandemic since the Spanish Flu. The pandemic has caused
us to stop in person worship twice as the numbers around us have
increased. During the first six months I created online classes, trivia, and
because of Al Ravo, worship was livestreamed. As the year went on Peg
Russack donated a new camera which improved the sound and picture of
(Continued on next page)
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Continued from previous page
the video being streamed. Jess McDonagh is now ably running the
camera. Sincere thanks goes to Diane Hull and Lorinda Ravo for
their essential participation during the times of livestreaming.
We did return to worship for a period when numbers fell.
Kim Newton and Pam Venturini were incredible during this time
and deserve great thanks. The session unfortunately were froced
to vote to return to livestream because the local percentage of
infection rate increased.
Broken Window:
It seems like a decade ago a storm destroyed one of our
Stain glass windows. Yet, that happened this year as well. Lamb
Studios recreated the window in amazing detail and we also
benefited from new carpet in the entire sanctuary. The work that Al
and Diane put into this is amazing.
Church Siding:
The Building on Generosity work on the outside of the
sanctuary was completed. It has been such an incredible joy to
witness the amazing transformation of this building during my time
here. I would like to thank Al, Diane, and Charles for their work on
this project. Also, even though we still have money to raise, I have
been amazed by a giving spirit that
this
church has shown
throughout this year. What an amazing gift.
Heaven Sent:
This past Fall we had questions about whether there would
be our nursery school ministry. So much was working against the
amazing work that they do every day for our church. Yet, I have
been incredibly proud of their accomplishments. Jen Bujno and her
staff kept our school going and this was incredibly encouraging
when everything else became so isolated at the church. We cannot
thank them enough for their efforts this Fall.
My hope is that you can see the church is not merely a
building. Nonetheless, even when we have not always been able to
come together physically in our buildings the church continued to
live on. It is my hope and prayer that 2021 is filled with a double
portion of the joy we may have missed in 2020. I also hope that
when we are able to see each other again we will be even more
grateful for each other than ever before.
Rev. Brian Merritt

JANUARY 2021 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT

BUILDING ON GENEROSITY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
FUND - UPDATE, DECEMBER 31, 2020

The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
DECEMBER
Year to
Date
Income
$15,103.47
$162,326.07
Expenses Paid
$16,932.63
$193,385.07
Net Operating Income/
Deficit
($1,829.16)
($31,059.90)
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00
$
0.00

Endowment Summary
During December, $13,000.00 was repaid to the Endowment bringing the amount repaid
to $90,000.00. A total of $90,000.00 was ‘borrowed’ from the Endowment to pay invoices
for the exterior renovations. Session approved ‘borrowing’ up to $200,000.00 to help pay
for the project. All of the $90,000.00 ‘borrowed’ for the ‘Building On Generosity’ expenses
has been repaid to the Endowment.
The following financial information provides details of the project expenses and funding
along with donations reflecting the amounts on December 31, 2020.
Expenses:
•
Exterior renovations, siding and protective covering paid invoices.
o
$595,474.00 - Sphere Construction, contractor.
o
$39,541.25 - HQW Architects, project management.
o
$7,023.18 - Church, building permits, insurance, etc.
o
$118,500.00 - Lamb Studios, protective coverings.
o
$25,295.00 - Lamb Studios, restored front Stained Glass Window.
o
$785,833.43 - Total.
•
Estimated remaining payments, $0.00. This work has been completed.
Funding:
o
$290,000.00 - Committed donations received for siding the church.
o
$30,000.00 - Committed donation to restore front stained glass window.
o
$190,462.03 - Donations received from 9/28/19 through 12/31/20.
o
$115,744.44 - Stained Glass Windows Endowment account.
o
$17,627.91 - Insurance payment for HQW and Sphere work.
o
$126,792.09 - Endowment interest and estate funds.
o
$20,169.10 - Remaining insurance funds & donations to broken window.
o
$0.00 - Endowment principle used (must be paid back).
o
$790,795.57 - Total funding.
December 2020 Amounts:
•
Donations received during December, $7,543.00.
•
Invoices / Expenses paid during December, $0.00.
•
Endowment principle used during December, $0.00.
•
Endowment principle paid back during December, $13,000.00.
Statistics on donations received since Kick Off dinner 9/28/19, $114,347.30:
•
47% of FPCH members have donated to the BOG campaign.
•
Donations breakdown:
•
10.4% - $19,905.00 from nonmembers
•
61.3% - $116,726.80 from members
•
28.3% - $53,830.23 from anonymous, 2019 & 2020 roast beef dinners
•
100.0% - $190,462.03 Total
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to discuss the Church’s
operational finances, the Endowment Funds, Per Capita or the Building On Generosity
Capital Campaign.

BY: AL RAVO

Comments / Observations:

1.The annual workers compensation
insurance premiums was paid, $2,707.00
2.The December donation was the largest
monthly amount since the pandemic
started.
The 2020 Per Capita is $39.00 for
each of the 213 members of our Church.
The total amount due in 2020 is
$8,307.00 or $692.25 monthly.
In
December, $200.00 was received for the
Per Capita increasing the total amount
received in 2020 to $3,497.00 or 42% of
the annual amount due.
The Session approved earlier this
year that only the funds received
designated for Per Capita will be sent to
Newton Presbytery rather than the full
apportionment amount of $8,307.00.
This was due to the pandemic and the
financial impact the Coronavirus is having
on congregation members and the church finances.
The 2021 Per Capita is $40.00 for each member of the Church.
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to
discuss the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds or Per
Capita.

BY: AL RAVO

THE DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE
NEEDS YOUR HELP
BY: SANDY ARCHER

The Discernment Committee has been working to complete the
requirements of the Discernment Process as put forward by the
Presbytery. We are down to the last few tasks and for this one we
need your help. By early January you should have received an email copy or a regular mail letter explaining the Leadership Capacity
Survey which will tell our Pastor Nominating Committee what to look
for in our new pastor. Each church member in your household needs
to fill out the survey and return it by e-mail or by mail. There is a
deadline date of January 31st for returning the completed survey. I
can’t emphasize how important this is to the future of our church.
Please take the survey and reply.
Thank you

AT LEFT IS AN IMAGE OF
THE SURVEY THAT YOU
RECEIVED EITHER VIA
EMAIL OR THROUGH THE
USPS.
YOUR OPINION IS
HIGHLY VALUED AND YOUR
INPUT IS NECESSARY FOR
DETERMINING OUR NEW
PASTOR.

A Note on PerCapita
BY: SANDY ARCHER

As you all know, Per Capita is an opportunity for all PCUSA
c o n g r e g a t i o n s t o p a r t i c i p a t e e q u a l l y, r e s p o n s i b l y, a n d
interdependently in the mission, ministry, and community of the
Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly.
To that end, Per Capita giving enables our church to be the
recipient of congregational support. For example, over the last year
the Presbytery provided 15 churches with interim/supply pastors.
They provided training of ruling Elders to be able to officiate at
communion.
Lastly, our church members received training as
facilitators for the Congregational Discernment Process. In addition,
opportunities are available for Leadership Development, Resourcing,
Learning, and Young Leader Formation through the Per Capita funds
each church contributes .
Please consider providing your Per Capita contribution to the
church as currently we are behind in our portion that needs to be
submitted to Newton Presbytery. Send your check to Al Ravo or
drop it off at the church office Monday through Friday before 12 PM.

BOOKS FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

This month, I have have decided to just suggest books that I have
read which are meaningful to both adults and kids. If have
already read one of these, consider conducting a google
search for similar titles. Happy Reading.
FOR KIDS:
The Percy Jackson Series by Rick Riordan. Riordan
wanted to teach his children about the Greek myths so he
created Percy Jackson, the son of a Greek god and a
mortal woman. Give this series a try if you want to read
fun-filled adventures about Percy Jackson. You won’t be
disappointed.
Pax by Sara Pennypacker. Every kid loves to
spend time with his or her pets. If you are that
kid, consider reading this book which portrays the
bonds between humans and animals.
FOR ADULTS:
Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom.
I recently
taught this book to juniors in my high school and they fell
in love with 80 year old Morrie Schwartz, a college
sociology professor who is diagnosed with ALS. Morrie’s
former student Mitch Albom visits Morrie every Tuesday to
learn life’s lessons about finding happiness in life. Give it
a try. You will learn so much from this book.
The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch.
This book is an
autobiography about a young college professor in his mid
thirties diagnosed with pancreatic cancer who, like Morrie
Schwartz, teaches us how to live life to its fullest
despite knowledge that his life will end soon.
I hope you enjoy this month’s selections. Happy February!

Sharing God’s Bounty
Give Credit Where Credit Is Due
A steward is one who manages the resources and affairs for
someone else. On behalf of the owner, a steward is given the latitude
to make far-reaching decisions. As God’s stewards, we recognize that
we are managers, not owners, of all that God has entrusted to us.
Perhaps the best example of stewardship the Bible gives us is in
the life of Joseph. We know about his youth … that he was the
favored son of his father, but hated and resented by his brothers
whose bitterness led them to sell him into slavery. Throughout the
account of Joseph’s life in the book of Genesis, the words, “God was
with Joseph” are repeated.
Joseph recognized God’s control over his life. When Potiphar’s wife
tried to seduce him, he rejected her, saying, “How then could I do
such a wicked thing and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9) And he
fled from evil, trusting in God to protect him. Although the result of
this encounter was that Joseph landed in prison, he still relied on his
God. When the cupbearer finally remembered Joseph’s ability to
interpret dreams, and Pharaoh called for Joseph, it was his chance to
build himself up and get back into good standing. Instead, Joseph
answered, “I cannot [interpret your dreams], but God will give
Pharaoh the answer he desires” (Genesis 41:16).
As second only to Pharaoh and with the wisdom God had given,
Joseph saved not only Egypt from starvation but surrounding nations
as well. When Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt, seeking to buy grain
so they wouldn’t starve, Joseph had the right and the power to
punish them. Instead he saw God’s hand in all the events of his life
and forgave his brothers, saying, “You intended to harm me, but God
intended it for good . . .” (Genesis 50:20).
As stewards, we work and serve under God’s direction. We use
our gifts wherever he places us and we work for him, not for Earthly
bosses. We acknowledge that he is the one who gives us our gifts
and enables and equips us to use them. And we thank him, giving
him the credit, for it is his due.
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING TAKES ON
A NEW WAY OF GIVING
BY: LORINDA RAVO

2021 marks the 25th year that our congregation has supported
the Souper Bowl of Caring ministry. We began our participation in
1996, and we wanted to find a way, even in the midst of a pandemic,
to continue our support of this outstanding Mission project.
We did some brainstorming and since we can’t have the
experience of our children collecting donations to help alleviate hunger
in our own community, we’re going to
call an audible and change the play!
Our church has, since last spring,
helped feed people in Hackettstown
and surrounding communities with our
Pay it Forward Little Food Pantry,
located on the steps of the chapel.
We’re asking, that every family
reading this commit to choosing 1 day
in February, and then, as a family, go to the chapel steps and add at
least 1 item of food (and of course you can add more!!) to our pantry.
If you want to get a bit more into the spirit of the football game,
tie your donation to part of the game: i.e. 1 can for every point
scored; 6 cans for every touchdown; 3
cans for each field goal; or whatever else
you and your family think of!
We’re not going to assign days, and
we’re not going to check up on you. This
is all on the honor system. So choose your
day, watch the game, do your shopping,
add it to the pantry shelves, and help
those who are food insecure in our area.
If you still prefer to donate
financially, we ask that you put your donation in an envelope clearly
labeled Souper Bowl of Caring, and then either mail it to the church or
drop it in the church mailbox. All funds donated will be given to our
Board of Deacons for use in their compassionate ministry.

GOD’S LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
This month our congregation lost three members. Please keep their
families in your prayers.
We were saddened to learn in mid
January of the passing of Dorothy Miller,
mother of Pete Miller. A prayer service was
held at Cochran’s Funeral Home on January
15th.
Anyone who still wishes to honor
Dorothy can do so by sending donations to the
Independence Fire Department.
In addition, we have learned about the
recent passing of Rev. Glenn Ferguson, the
husband of former Pastor of our own First
Presbyterian Church, Rev. Birda Ferguson.
Glenn lost his battle to cancer on January
19th.
In his younger years, Glenn had built a church in western
Pennsylvania, renovated Sunday school rooms, and created programs
for neighborhood children in New Jersey before retiring to South
Carolina.
A dedicated minister, husband, father, and grandfather, Glenn
enjoyed traveling the world with his wife when they weren’t preaching
at their respective churches. In his retirement, he spent endless hours
with his grandson via FaceTime and this brought him much joy.
Lastly, it is with a sad heart that we report the passing of Holly
Pippas. Holly died this month after a two year battle with mesothelioma
cancer.
Holly and her husband Jim moved to Hackettstown from Missouri
when Holly’s job at AT&T brought her to the east coast. She joined
First Presbyterian Church and became a very active member, serving as
an Elder and part of the PNC that called Jeff Archer to serve our church.
She later transferred back to her beloved Missouri, but never lost touch
with the dear friends she made here in New Jersey.
Please keep the Miller, the Ferguson, and the Pippas families in
your prayers as they endure their loss.
Let us give thanks for the God of the Resurrection whose love
brings us hope!

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS
5:
6:
9:
11:

Blair Gulick
Shaun O’Brien
Kyle Gulick
Andrea Sobolewski
Calla Merritt
13: Mary Brodt
14: Brenda Zellars
18: Dan Gardner
19: Joan Grover
20: Alexis Bravakis
21:Jim Simmons
23: Christian Cochran
26: Lorinda Ravo
26: Heather Alfano-DeRosa

FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
17: John & Sharon Wojcicki

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF HAPPINESS,
GOOD HEALTH, AND GOOD CHEER!

A LETTER FROM MICHAEL ORT
During Christmas, we received this lovely letter from our very
own Michael Ort. Please feel free to send him a response. I’m sure
he would love to hear from his friends in Hackettstown.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Greetings to All.
I want to wish everyone a happy and healthy February.
Remember, February is American Heart Association Month, so
in honor of this celebration I have displayed hearts
throughout the newsletter. Kids, I hope you can find all 17 (NOTE:
hearts associated with the kids’ activities are NOT included in this
count).
I trust all of you have been well during this pandemic. I know
how difficult it could be. Just remember to keep your chins up and
know that we can all get through this time with our faith in the Lord.
Please take note of Rev Merritt’s Annual Report. As he states,
although 2020 brought much sadness and stress due to COVID-19,
our congregation has much for which to be thankful: a new camera,
the repaired stain glass window, church siding, and schooling that
takes place through Heaven Sent.
As I pen this note, we await an impending storm which now
promises more than a foot of snow, depending upon where one lives.
To that end, I want to direct your attention to Lorinda’s article about
the Souper Bowl of Caring.
Please find it in your heart to take a trip to the grocery store to
purchase a few items that you can bring to our outdoor pantry. We
could use proteins such as canned tuna fish, canned chicken, and
canned meat items. In addition, canned vegetables like potatoes,
string beans, and any type of garbanzo beans are greatly appreciated.
Lastly, consider items like pasta and sauce (that will go a long way for
a big family in need), rice, cereals, pancake mix, and of course,
peanut butter and jelly. Perhaps you can consider juices - orange,
apple, or kid friendly packaged items like Hi-C or Capri Sun. Lastly,
try to think of nutritious snack items like canned fruit, fruit snacks,
granola bars, and popcorn or nuts. Remember, any item is one more
that someone who is food insecure can use.
Finally, please watch the Sunday bulletin for information on
ordering Easter flowers. When that form appears, be sure to put in
your order, as it must be finalized by early March.
Please pray for the day we can all return to prayer in our
beautiful sanctuary. Until next month All my best,
MaryAnn Simmons

