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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
VA Disability - Increase
Brad Anderson
I have already introduced service-connected
disability compensation benefits. I have more
to share regarding the process of submitting
an original claim and establishing your service-connected disability ratings, but you will
have to be patient for another week or two. In
this article, I am going to focus on those seasoned, service-connected disabled Veterans
that have already received one or more disability ratings from the VA. If you have an
individual disability rated from 0% and 100%,
then pay close attention as you might be eligible for an increased rating.
It is not uncommon for a disability to worsen
since the initial rating or even the most recent
rating. You may file a claim for an increased
rating if you believe your condition has become more severe. Yes, you can even submit
a subsequent claim if your disability or condition worsens after you receive an increased
rating. For example, you received a 10% rating for bilateral hearing loss in 2010. You continue to struggle with your hearing and submit a claim for increase in 2017 which results

in an examination and a new 20% rating. If
you are still struggling and are discussing hearing aids with your doctor, then in 2022 it might
be time to submit another claim for increase.
Regardless of the disability, you may be eligible for a rating increase. The claim process
is nearly identical to your initial claim. You
complete and submit VA form 21-526EZ along
with any medical evidence in support of your
claim for increase. For those computer savvy,
disabled Veterans, you can use
www.ebenefits.va.gov to submit a claim
online. My preferred method is to contact my
local CVSO and request free assistance in reviewing, developing, and submitting my
claim. I am here to advise and assist you in
receiving maximum benefits in a timely manner.

ognize Veterans who served during the Vietnam War (November 1, 1955, to May 15, 1975,
regardless of location) and the families of those
that served. It is open to the public and your
local CVSO will be present.
Brad Anderson is the Lake County Veterans
Service Officer and can be reached at
218.834.8326 or cvso@co.lake.mn.us
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Isabella Friends of the Fourth

Just a quick reminder about the open house
at the Anderson-Claffy Post 109, American
Legion in Two Harbors on Saturday, April 23,
from 1000 - 1600 (10:00 am to 4:00 pm for
you non-military types). The event will rec-
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