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Silver Bay Police Chief Frericks receives 2018 ATV safety
instructor of the year award
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has named Doug
Frericks, an ATV safety coordinator and instructor in Silver Bay, as
the 2018 ATV safety instructor of the year.
A life-long recreational vehicle operator, Frericks has a keen understanding of the ATV trails and riding opportunities around Silver Bay.
He grew up in the area, but when he returned five years ago to serve
as the city’s police chief, Frericks realized quickly there wasn’t a program to teach riders about safe ATV operation. In short order, he recruited other volunteer instructors and worked with his local DNR
Enforcement Division conservation officer and regional training officer to make classes available.
“Chief Frericks has filled a valuable role in a community with many
ATV enthusiasts, but that lacked an ATV safety program,” said CO
David Schottenbauer, who patrols the Silver Bay area and nominated
Frericks for the award. “His leadership paired with his knowledge of
the community and needs of the area has fostered strong buy-in from
the public.”
Frericks leads much of the instruction during ATV safety classes
and also provides his personal ATVs for use during the field-exercise
portion of safety training. In addition, he leads the snowmobile safety
program in the area and has encouraged other law enforcement officers to become instructors. One officer, for example, is working to set
up a firearms safety class in Silver Bay.
“As the local conservation officer, I could not be more grateful for
his commitment and dedication to the DNR’s safety programs and our
role in ensuring safe recreational use of our vast natural resources,”
Schottenbauer said.
DNR conservation officers work closely with the nearly 1,000 volunteer ATV safety instructors throughout the state who deliver ATV
safety training certification. For details on safety courses and training,
see mndnr.gov/safety/vehicle/atv/index.html. For more information on
ATV regulations in the state, see mndnr.gov/regulations/ohv/
index.html.

Silver Bay's Cleveland Cliffs
Expands

Silver Bay Police Chief Doug Frericks (l), pictured with
Conservation Officer David Schottenbauer, is the 2018
ATV Safety Instructor of the Year. (Photo: MN DNR)

Students “Live Generously”
with Thrivent donation

By Kitty Mayo
Cleveland Cliffs operation at
Northshore Mining Co. in Silver
Bay is expanding their production of specialized, high-quality
iron ore pellets.
The $100 million upgrades at
the Silver Bay plant brought in a
new technology that will produce DRI pellets, or “direct reduced” iron starting in August.
DRI pellets are currently more
desirable than traditional taconite pellets that were formerly
produced in Silver Bay. The addition of DRI capabilities at the
Silver Bay plant is being driven
by a conversion to furnaces used
in the next step of the process of
converting iron to steel. Blastfurnaces are being phased out,
and more efficient electric arc,
also called mini-mills, are seeking more feedstock in the DRI
form.
Currently the majority of the
steel in the world is created by
scrap metal and DRI pellets
through electric arc furnace con-

version, with much of that feed
being imported. Cliffs recent expansion will be an attempt to respond to the demand for greater
amounts of U.S. origin feed for
electric arc furnaces.
Cliffs says they intend to be
able to produce up to 3.5 million
long tons of the low-silica DRgrade pellets for their own future
hot-briquetted iron plant in Toledo, Ohio, which is still under
construction.
In addition to the Silver Bay
plant which continues traditional
ore-pelletizing as well, Cliffs operates Hibbing Taconite and
United Taconite. Two years ago
Cliffs converted operations at the
United Taconite plant in Forbes,
Minn to enable production of a
specialized Mustang pellet.
Upgrades to the Northshore
Mining included changes to their
concentrator building, a new
scavenger building, conveyors,
and a steam generator plant.

Tom Frericks and his 5th grade William M. Kelley Elementry class
received a $250 “Live Generously” donation from Thrivent Financial
(Greg Hanson) this past month.
The 5th grade students, along with help from Mrs. Bott’s 7th grade
class, used the funds to purchase soil to fill the raised garden beds located near the bleachers of the Track/Football field at William M.
Kelley school.
“We’re happy to have the money or we don’t know where we’d get
it from,” said Frericks.
Thrivent generously offered another donation to the classroom a
couple years back which was used to purchase and plant plum trees
along the far end perimeter of the football field. Students got to dig
holes and fill them with the trees, water and nurture them, and, I’m
sure, learned some important lessons along the way.
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