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Dear Church Family,

The desire to make things just right for Christmas has already hit me. I suspect some
of you may be feeling it too; that impulse to “have yourself a merry little
Christmas.” Of course, I am not sure what’s little about Christmas anymore. Things
just seem bigger, flashier, faster, this time of year and it is so easy to get pulled
into the fray because we think we need more lights or more presents or more
parties. We need these things, we may tell ourselves, because without them,
“Christmas won’t be Christmas.” But that’s not really true.
Christmas will come no matter what we do. Christmas will come because all that
matters is what God has done and what God will do. God makes Christmas.
God gives Christmas. No matter how much we do or don’t do. No matter
what they did or didn’t do. God will bring Christmas in the days to come; in
December and beyond. That thought is enough to lower my holiday
stress. Maybe it will do the same for you. Or maybe these words from
the writer Ann Weems (on the cover) will hit the mark a little better.
Yours in Christ,

Christopher
DEVOTION BOOKS FOR ADVENT
On Sunday, December 2, the season
of Advent will begin. That morning
you will ﬁnd two different devotion
books available to you for pick up in
the Narthex. The ﬁrst is Advent in
Narnia Reﬂections for the Season by
Heidi Haverkamp. The other title is
Names for the Messiah: An Advent
Study by Walter Brueggemann.
These books are joyfully provided at
no charge to you in the hopes that
they will help you rightly prepare for
the celebration of our Savior’s birth.
There is a limited supply of both
volumes.

A Word From the Director of Discipleship
December has become a special month for the New Beginnings group at Westminster. During our
regularly scheduled 3rd Monday meeting (12/17), we will help pack the dry goods for the Breadbasket
Christmas boxes. We gather in the Fellowship Hall at noon, have a light lunch, and then we spend the
rest of our time packing.
Make sure to mark you calendars and join us! (Perishable items will be delivered and packed
Wednesday, December 19. Delivery of boxes will begin at 1 p.m.)
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Ladies of Westminster: When the holidays are over and winter sets in, don’t let post-holiday doldrums take over! Give
yourself something to look forward to by planning to attend the Presbytery’s PW Winter Retreat at St. Mary of the
Pines in Chattawa on January 11-12. This peaceful destination in southwest Mississippi is perfect for a short getaway.
The theme for this year’s event is “Telling our Congregations’ Stories." While there will be a scheduled time
for collaboration and storytelling, there will also be some unstructured time for enjoying fellowship with
our Westminster members and ladies from throughout the Presbytery. Cost for the full retreat is $70; to
attend on Saturday only, the cost is $15. The schedule is 5:00 on Friday through lunch on Saturday. We will
leave from the church at 3:00 on Friday. If you would like a registration form or wish to ride with a group from
our church, please contact Mary Dayne Gregg.

CURSILLO
Five of our members attended Mississippi Presbyterian Cursillo #22 at Camp Wesley Pines in November. David
Arnold, Mary and Dean Cromartie, and Sharon Potin served on staff. Iris Easterling went as a new pilgrim. It
was a weekend of fun, fellowship, worship and a renewal of our faith. Cursillo will hold an Ultreya (reunion) on
December 1 at Westminster at noon. All who have been to Cursillo or are interested in finding out more about it
are invited to attend. There will be a potluck lunch, singing and a worship service. Please join us.

God Answers Prayers!!!

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, calls, encouraging words and acts of kindness during the injury and recovery
sustained by my daughter. Prayers have been answered as she is mobile without assistive devices. She has a limp
and is not able to flex her foot, but with time, continued physical therapy and mostly, continued prayers, she will fully
recover.
Through it all, God has been good. Through it all, Westminster has been good.
Blessings Always,

Tab Buchanan
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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Dear Westminster Family,

Advent is definitely 'the most wonderful time of the
year" for music and musicians. We work harder,
rehearse more, and experience the great satisfaction
of bringing beautiful music to appreciative listeners.
Everyone is in the mood for music during Advent and
Christmastide. Don't let the elevator versions of your favorite carols ruin you for the real thing, because this December we
definitely have the real thing in store for you! Our own composer and arranger Howard Keever has once again shared his
gifts with us by providing the special music for our Advent celebration (December 9 during the morning worship service).
Howard has arranged four wonderful pieces for us, and this time he has added beautiful string quartet parts. Three of the
pieces are for choir and one is for solo voice. The soloist will be Katie Buckner, who graduates from USM this month and
leaves Westminster to return home to Huntsville, AL. She has graced us with her sweet spirit and beautiful voice for more
than four years. We will miss her and we wish her the best as she begins a new chapter in her life. Speaking of new chapters,
choir soprano Kaitlin Walley is now Kaitlin Brown. She and her fiancé, Dakota, who has been attending Sunday services
at WPC this fall, were married on November 17. We are thankful for the presence of this young couple in our midst as they
begin their life together.
May the anticipation of Advent 2018 fill you with awe and joy—and don't forget to sing!!

BREADBASKET
A Breadbasket Christmas tree will be placed in the narthex during the month of December. Please help us decorate it with
nonperishable food items which will be given to the needy families we serve through the Breadbasket ministry. A list of
"decoration" suggestions will be posted.
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NOVEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
COMMUNION SUNDAY
8:30 AM Growing
Spiritually
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM ADVENT
WORKSHOP

3

4
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

5
5:30 PM Children &
Youth Rehearsal
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

6
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

7

8

9
BOSWELL GIFTS DUE
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate
11:30 AM Children &
Youth shop for
Boswell
5:00 PM Grades K-12

10

11
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM Circle 2

12
5:30 PM Children &
Youth Rehearsal
6:30 PM Circle 3
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

13
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare

14

15

16
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:30 PM Children’s
Christmas Program

17
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

18
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

19
1:00 PM Christmas
Basket Deliveries

20
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

21
6:00 PM Youth &
Children Christmas
Party (Forsyth Home)

22

23
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Caroling

24
6:00 PM Christmas
Eve Service

25

26

27
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

28

29

MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

OFFICE CLOSED
30

31

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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