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St. Gabriel’s Snow Cancellation Policy
In the event of a significant snowfall (4 inches or
more) or icing overnight Saturday to Sunday,
the 8 AM service and Sunday School classes will be
canceled. The 10:30 service WILL be held if possible.
If in doubt, note that cancellation information will be
announced on the church phone message, posted on our Facebook
page, and on WFMZ Channel 69's TV broadcast and website
www.wfmz.com under “Storm Closings”.

Website: www.stgabriels.us
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday - 9 - 4
Phone - 610-385-3144
E-mail - s.fairbrother@comcast.net - Steve Fairbrother, Sr. W arden
office@stgabriels.us (Sally - general parish business/Messenger)
secretary@stgabriels.us (Barb - bulletins/prayer list)
Good Shepherd Learning Center phone - 610-385-1933
CHURCH STAFF: (HOME/PERSONAL numbers - for urgent business only)
The Rev. Sally Bosler, Deacon/Pastoral Care
610-858-2650
Russ McClellan, Mission Developer
610-451-4966
Sally Heist, Parish Administrator
610-385-3815
Barbara Hannevig, Parish Secretary
610-705-8809
Charles Glandorf, Organist/Choirmaster
610-416-1055
Darlene Cooper, (Volunteer) Contributions Sec.
610-858-5886
Pat Owsiany, Good Shepherd L C Director
610-582-5108
CHURCH OFFICERS:
Steve Fairbrother, Senior W arden
610-469-0502
Mark Hessler, Junior Warden
610-406-0857
Danielle Troncelliti, Clerk of the Vestry
610-960-8844
Eric Miller, Treasurer
610-970-8911
VESTRY: Mark Hessler, Jo Rivera, Danielle Troncelliti, Carol Heist, Ed McCorkle,
Terry Stockton, Steve Fairbrother, Carly Greenwald, Suzanne Siebert
MINISTRY CHAIRS/FACILITATORS/LIASONS:
Christian Ed:
Children: Carol Heist
Youth: Ben Heckman
Adult: Blaine Rittenhous e
Property - Anna/Miller/Mark Hessler/Bill Strickland
Stewardship Finance - Treasurer: Eric Miller
Outreach -Jo Rivera
Worship/Music - (rector/priest)
Wellness: Jo Rivera
Pastoral Care - Deacon Sally
Soup Ministry - Carol Young
Adams Hall/Kitchen - Anna Miller
Daughters of the King - Carolyn Nippert
Altar Guild - Marilyn Rittenhouse
“Just for Sew” - Jeri Klein
Boy Scouts - Jim McGee
Cub Scouts - Cindy McGee & Ben Heckman
Prayer Shawl - Lydia Rieger
Coffee/Iced Tea Hour - Danielle Troncelliti
Readers, Intercessors, Acolytes, Chalicers - Stephen Rowe
Ushers/Greeters - 8 AM: Darlene Cooper 10:30: ??
Emergency Prayer Chain - Deacon Sally 610-858-2650
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Breakfast with Santa!!
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8th
8 - 11 AM
Come and enjoy breakfast
with Santa! Our all-you-caneat breakfast buffet includes
eggs, pancakes, bacon,
sausage, potatoes, toast,
coffee, tea, and orange juice.
Cost is for our Santa
Breakfast is $8.00 per person,
and children 10 & under are
FREE.
Breakfast is served in Adams Hall (enter through glass
doors at rear of building.) Bring your friends and neighbors
for good food, coffee and conversation! This event, as are all of
our Second Saturday Breakfasts, is open to the public! Don’t
forget to bring your list for Santa! (Santa arrives at 9 AM)
Proceeds will benefit the many ministries of St. Gabriel’s!

Hello, People of St. Gabriel’s,
For those of you who were unable to
meet with Bishop Kevin after the
November 11, 2018 services, I have tried to
capture the topics of conversation and
important points about each. Please review
the information below and let me know if you have any questions.
You can reach me on my cell phone: 484-919-7239. Thanks to
everyone for your continued dedication to St. Gabriel’s and for
being part of our church family.

Care of Father David and His Family
Some people asked about things like helping Father David
with moving or other activities as he prepares to leave us. Bishop
Kevin was very clear that he, Bishop Kevin, is now in charge of
caring for Father David and that we should not attempt to provide
any such help. Bishop Kevin is very pastoral and obviously very
caring, as well. We have every reason to be confident that Father
David is in good hands and we need to cooperate with the Bishop
in this regard.

Care of Each Other
This is a difficult time for our parish family. People are in
pain. Deacon Sally made a very important point. We are all here
to hear. We must all do our best listening as we talk to people.
Sometimes that is all we can do and many times, that is enough.
Contact with Father David
When a rector leaves, further contact is to be avoided. Bishop
Kevin explained how this cuts both ways. Our parish needs time
to deal with this change and by avoiding contact, the hope is we
more quickly come to accept the change. Bishop Kevin explained,
based on his own experience, that it can also be painful for the
priest, since it reminds him or her of relationships in which they
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can no longer participate. Deacon Sally echoed this when
describing her sabbatical.
Should you run into Father David while you are out and about,
you are not forbidden to say hello. As Bishop Kevin put it, if you
run into him in the grocery store, you don’t have to hide in the
frozen food section and avoid speaking with him. Bishop Kevin
went on to say that it is a bad idea to ask for details of how things
are going and then report that to others.
Additionally, it is okay to send a Christmas card, but not to
include an invitation to get together or include a present (e.g., gift
card or money). Bishop Kevin did indicate that you should avoid
sending cards for things like Groundhog’s Day. In other words,
limit sending communications, as well.
Changes to Anything?
Our mission is still the same. There is no intent to stop any
ministries or anything we do to help our congregation or the
community at large. Deacon Sally, Russ, and I are working to make
sure that all services are covered by supply clergy and already
approximately half of the services between now and the end of
January are covered, including the three Christmas services.
Services at the Villa will continue as well.
On occasion, a service may be Morning or Evening Prayer, if
clergy cannot be obtained. It is our goal to keep that to a minimum.
It is my goal to make sure that we use Deacon Sally wisely and not
just have her cover any service for which we have any difficulty
obtaining other clergy.
Our Next Rector
Bishop Kevin gave us good news, twice! Bishop Kevin views St.
Gabriel’s as an attractive place for anyone wishing to be a rector.
Equally good news is that the methods for obtaining a new rector
are in flux. The old model of first spending an extensive amount of
time creating a parish profile and then waiting for a list of
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candidates is not law. A possible path is that we will get a priestin-charge and, if mutually agreeable, we could eventually call that
person to become our new rector. At any rate, we have reason to
be hopeful that we will have a new rector considerably sooner than
last time.

Collection to be gathered
for Father David

Conclusions
·

Bishop Kevin is taking care of Father David’s needs

·

Care for each other by being good listeners, not problem
solvers

·

We must maintain space from Father David

·

There is no intention to change any of the good works in
which St. Gabriel’s is involved

·

There is good reason to hope that we will have a new rector
sooner than last time

As part of our farewell to Father David, we are collecting
two things:
g

Monetary donations to be combined into a
financial gift for Father David.
Please send or bring your donation to the church and
indicate “For Father David” on your check or indicate
that on an enclosed note, if bringing cash (mailing
cash is not encouraged). Please send money
separately from the items for the memory box.

Thanks to all of you for being who you are and doing what you do!
g

Steve Fairbrother,
Senior Warden

Your cards, notes, and letters to be combined into
a memory box for his enjoyment.
Please bring your cards and letters to church or mail
them to:

Beginning on December 2,
announcements at the 10:30
Sunday Eucharist will be made at
10:30 immediately after the
Organ Prelude! This time is for
urgent, brief announcements of
interest to the general congregation
and which are not printed in the bulletin. It is our hope that the
transition from the Peace to Holy Communion will be smoother
without the lengthy announcements given in the past.
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“Memory Box”
St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church
PO Box 396
Douglassville, PA 19518-0396
Your submissions must be received before December 31!
We will forward the money and memory box to Father David
shortly after the New Year.
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Submitted by Carol Heist
on behalf of the Children’s Ministry Team

Calling all shepherds, sheep, angels, kings, readers, and
Joseph! If you are interested in participating in our Annual
Nativity Pageant on Christmas Eve, please contact Carol Heist
(heistca@aol.com) to see what parts are still available and to sign
up for a part. We already have Mary! This is a very meaningful
way to start your Christmas Season. Please join us! Adults and
youth are welcome to participate!
Advent is the season to prepare for Christmas and the
celebration of the birth of Jesus. We are doing just that in Sunday
School with Bible Stories, songs, and special activities. Your
family can also prepare for Christmas with an Advent Calendar
and Story Book. Be sure to pick one up in the back of the church
and use it to prepare for Christmas each day at home.

We will be celebrating Christ’s birth and the true meaning of
Christmas by reading inspirational Christmas stories. We will also
learn how Christmas is celebrated all around the world. During
the month of December we will be creating our own wrapping
paper, gifts and cards for our parents. We will be making cards for
the Villa residents as well and will visit them on our days off from
school. We look forward to having fun in 2019.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the School Teachers!
Miss Brandi and Miss Kaitlyn

Dates to Note:
December 2

1st Advent (Be sure to sign up for a part in
the Nativity Pageant!)

December 9

Angel gifts presentation at the 10:30 service
– give to a needy child!

December 9 & 16

Costuming in Adams Hall during Sunday
School

December 23

The school age classroom at Good
Shepherd will be very festive and fun
for the month of December. We have
team-building lessons to help build our
self awareness and friendship skills.
Daily we do our homework and have math, science and social
studies centers available to us to strengthen our cognitive
development.

at the November meeting
St. Gabriel’s Vestry:



Approved the withdrawal of some money from the Chapel &
Cemetery Funds held with the Diocesan Investment Trust,
to pay for the planned new heating system in the Chapel
and for cemetery maintenance.



Were visited by Bishop Kevin Nichols, recently installed as
our bishop in the Diocese of Bethlehem. Bishop Kevin then
informed a stunned Vestry that Fr. David, in consultation
with the Bishop, had submitted a letter of resignation and
intent to retire. Bishop Kevin then sat with the vestry to
listen, provide comfort, and answer questions.

Christmas Party at the Villa with our friends
Pageant Rehearsal and lunch after the 10:30
service

December 24

Nativity Pageant at the 5:00 PM Christmas
Eve Service

December 30

No Sunday School - Happy New Year!

Come home to St. Gabriel’s and join your family to prepare for
Christmas and share in this joyous time of year!
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Christmas Eve
Monday, December 24

The following appeared in weekly bulletins during the past month:


(services will be celebrated by
The Rev. Jim Rinehart,
retired rector of Trinity, Pottsville)

5:00 PM - Church - Children’s Nativity Pageant and
Eucharist geared especially for families with small children.
7:30 PM - 1801 Chapel - Candlelight Eucharist in our
historic Chapel. The choir will be singing at this service
and will present a music prelude which begins at 7 PM.
The service includes traditional carols and candlelight.
10:00 PM - Church - Candlelight Eucharist. This candlelight
service of Holy Eucharist is the most formal of our
Christmas services. Vocalists will provide music with
organ.
(There is no service on Christmas Day.)
Sunday December 30th the 10:30 service
will be a Christmas “Lessons & Carols”
service with Eucharist, with carols to be
sung by the congregation.

NOTE: The Church and Chapel will be DECORATED for
Christmas immediately following the 10:30 service on Sunday, the
23rd. If you can spare some time to help, please do!!
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Something new!! This year on 11/18 at
6PM. St. Gabe’s will join with Hope
United Methodist, St. Paul’s Lutheran
and St. Paul’s UCC for a celebration of
“ThanksLiving” (no, that’s not a typo)!
All the pastors are musicians so expect
lots of incredible music and a renewal of
your sense of COMMUNITY,
THANKFULNESS and JOY!



Sally Heist ordered a $70 Old Navy e-gift card with the
“MyScripWallet” app and $14 of that $70 purchase is coming
to St. Gabriel’s! (And the entire $70 is going to Sally’s gift
recipient!) Ask Sally how she did it, and look for more info
in the coming weeks!



This weekend we celebrate “Gratitude”. We ask everyone to
think about the gifts God’s given us, as families and
individuals, and to joyfully pledge to return some of those
gifts to God through St. Gabriel’s. Your financial support is
important to enable our church to continue to Do the Work
of Jesus. Pledge forms are enclosed in the bulletins, and
we’ll ask you to complete them near the end of the service.



Thank you to the (54) families/individuals who completed
Pledge forms (the past two Sundays). Your financial support
is important to enable our church to continue to Do the
Work of Jesus. Pledge forms are again enclosed, and we ask
everyone who didn’t complete and return one to please do so
by next weekend. (Note...pledge forms are included in this
Messenger)
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Do your Christmas Shopping at St. Gabriel's!
If you are not finished with your Christmas shopping, do
your shopping with gift cards
purchased here. Lists of retailers
and order forms are in the spinner
rack in the back of the church. Order
by December 9 to be sure the cards
arrive in time for Christmas.
Remember, by spending what you
usually spend, you are earning rebates for the church (1 to 13% of
card value).
One family is purchasing Amazon gift cards here and then
using them to shop online for family gifts. Smaller gift cards can
be purchased for stocking stuffers ($10 Starbucks for example).

St. Gabriel’s Gratitude Pledge Form 2018
We ask our parish family members to work, pray and give to enable St.
Gabriel’s to continue to Learn and Do the Work of Jesus in our
community and beyond.

Contact Information: (please complete in full)
Name(s):

Address:

Phone(s):

See a personal shopping assistant at the following services:
Saturday evening: Winkie ReedSunday 8AM: Cissy
McKeon or Carolyn Nippert

Email(s):

Sunday 10:30AM: Dory Reed and Carol Heist

My 2019 general offering commitment is $________________
OR.... you can download the Scrip app and order and pay for ecards online anytime! Download the MyScripWallet app from your
app store, read the FAQs, then create an account. Where
prompted, put in our organization code:
DE144E3D38L66. Then, you can link your bank
account to pay for the e-cards electronically, which
costs a very small fee per transaction. (Note that if
you order physical cards they will be mailed to the
church for you to pick up with our next order.)
Contact Sally Heist (office@stgabriels.us or text 610-207-6191)
with questions.
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Weekly ¨

Monthly ¨

Annually ¨

o (Please check if this represents an increase over last year.)

Signed: _____________________________

Date: ________

Please complete and hand in at church
or return to the parish office by December 15th.
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Blue Christmas: Service of Hope & Healing
Thursday, December 13th, 6:30-7:30 pm
Daniel Boone Library, 129 N Mill St, Birdsboro
Focusing on our common need for God to kindle true hope and
light within our lives, you are invited to take an evening’s pause
from the pace and expectations of this season in order to be
reminded of the love and grace God has and continues to birth
within this world. Especially sensitive to the needs of those who
have experienced loss or carry heavy hearts this season, this
service is designed to connect with anyone who is simply seeking
to rest in the peace and hope of God. Come and share in this
service of light and hope that is being hosted by St. Paul’s UCC,
Birdsboro and St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Birdsboro. All are
welcome.

Complete the form below to sponsor
poinsettias to fill our Poinsettia Tree for
Christmas services! Cost is $8.75 per
plant.The plants may be taken by
sponsors after the 10 PM evening
service on Christmas Eve, picked up
during church office hours the following
week, or left to keep the tree filled for a
few more weeks! Names of flower and
music sponsors and those placing memorials will appear in
Christmas worship bulletins. Place this form, along with cash or
a check, in the church offering plate, or mail it to the office.
ORDER DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16th
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
I would like _____ plants at $8.75 each (Total:$_______)
Name

____________________________________________

in loving memory of
in honor of

________________________________

________________________________________
MEMORIAL FUND

Name ___________________________________________
The Daniel Boone Interact Club
cordially invites senior citizens to their
free Annual Christmas Luncheon on
Tuesday, December 11 at 12 Noon.
Held at the Daniel Boone Area High
School, the program begins in the
auditorium with Christmas Carols sung
by the High School Choir, with the luncheon to immediately follow
at 1:00 in the cafeteria. Please register your attendance by
contacting: nicole.muhleisen@dboone.org or by calling 610-5826100 ext. 2213.
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I wish to contribute $_________ to the Memorial Fund in loving
memory of

__________________________________
CHRISTMAS MUSIC SPONSOR

Name ___________________________ Amount $ _______
In memory/honor of (circle one)________________________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $__________________
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PARISH FAMILY & FRIENDS IN NEED OF SPECIAL PRAYERS:

The December Lay Ministry Schedule
appears on the pages below
Link to our online calendar
through our website: www.stgabriels.us

Mary Jane Amoroso; Joan Andres; Dave Aument; Telisha Baker; Ray& Pat Bailey;
George Bartalsky Jr.; Mary Bartalsky; Bobbie; Kathy Borneman; Christopher Browne;
Carol & Carl Burkhart; Oscar Collins; Caroline Coyne; Margaret Crummy; Danny; Jed
Dean; Joe DeMayo & family; Sandy Douros; Kathryn Ellwanger; Mark Endy; Natasha
Ewa; Tina Fanjoy; Kathleen & Mary Flannigan; Nancy Flohr; Gail; Thomas Gentile;
Elizabeth George; Tracy Germano; the Gotthelf family; Bob Green & family; Jeffrey &
Ayla Gummel; Matthew Hall; LuAnn Hanley; Theresa & Christine Hawkins; Trevor
Heinrich & family; Carroll Hine; Lynn Jackson; the Jacobs family; Debra Bird Jarvis;
Jeanne M.; Debby Khateeb; Arnav Krishna & family; Liz Landes; Aytza Ledezma;
Lorraine S.; Drew Mancuso; Charlie Mandrachia; Bernadette Massaro; John Mazzoni;
Lorraine McCorkle; the McKeon family; Rick Miller; Safaa Mohammed; Rosann
Mosteller; Nancy; Frank Owsiany; Louise Parsons; Patti; Elliot Phillips & family;
Rosemary Pollock; Ember Poppeti; “Miss Amy” Reed; Troy Richie & family; Bill
Roberts; James Rooks; April Rosenbaum; Ernie Runge, Jr.; Lee Sartell; Romy L.
Schaeffer; Cathi Schrosder; Kristen & Jon Simchick; Tom Spangler; Sharron Specht;
Rita Starkey; Heather Stefanik; Chris Stewart; Blair Stockton; Kathleen Sweeny; Mary
Lou Tate; Caroline Terrell; peace in Venezuela; Rich Vila; Jack Vondwinglow & wife
Mary Jane; Christine Wesoloski; Judy Wink; Linda Wray; Tony Yanos; Gloria Yoder &
family; the York family.
In the military: Jacob Bennett; Kyle Connor; Connor Cooper; Nick English; Zach
English; Vince Frasure; Alex & Gesine Ftorski; Adrienne Hunt; Jacoby Kellog; Jason
Killian; Jeff Lydic; Ben Martin; James Martin; Shannon McCorkle; Ross Morrison;
Matthew Pawlik; Jason Robbins; Ben Skean; Daniel E. Vroman
WE ALSO PRAY FOR Hopewell Love; Common Ground Recovery Community;
St. Gabriel’s Good Shepherd Learning Center

PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER:
December 2

The children, families, and staff of the Good Shepherd
Learning Center

December 9

New members baptized at St. Gabriel’s this year: Isabella
DeLong, Asher Olongo, Axel Dengler

December 16

Residents and staff of the Keystone Villa at Douglassville

December 23

The groups that meet at St. Gabriel’s: AA, Al-Anon, Cub
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Ringing Hills Chorus

December 30

The entire parish family of St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church

For the Record:
Funeral - November 17 - Stanley “Doc” Sunday Yoder

Ministry Schedule for December 2018
Date

Dec 2, 2018

Dec 9, 2018

Dec 16, 2018

Dec 23, 2018

Dec 30, 2018

8 AM Service
Readers

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Chuck
Nippert

Ryan
Beebe

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Chuck
Nippert

Intercessor

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Chuck
Nippert

Deacon
Sally

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Chuck
Nippert

Chalicer

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Ann
Burgy

Darlene
Cooper

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Ann
Burgy

Greeter

Tara
Crawford

Gloria
Yoder

Patty
Care

Carolyn
Nippert

Readers

Steve
Fairbrother

Marilyn
Rittenhouse

Janice
McCrudden
10:30 Service
Stephen
Rowe

Russ
McClellan

Lisa
Maynard

Intercessor

Marilyn
Rittenhouse

Steve
Fairbrother

Pat
Owsiany

Lisa
Maynard

Sally
Heist

Chalicer

Stephen
Rowe

Pat
Owsiany

Russ
McClellan

Stephen
Rowe

Pat
Owsiany

Chalicer

Marilyn
Rittenhouse

Steve
Fairbrother

Lisa
Maynard

Marilyn
Rittenhouse

Steve
Fairbrother

Crucifer

Jessica
Miller

Joshua
Heckman

Tammy
Miller

Michelle
Miller

Aimee
Bryan

Josh
Emery

Jacob
Heckman

Stella
Greenwald

Hadley
Miller

Josh
Emery

Gavin
Heckman

Payton
Klein

Brennan
Miller

Chris
McNerny

??

??

??

??

S. Fairbrother
& Ed McCorkle
Chris McNerny
& family

B. Rittenhouse
& Ed McCorkle
Kelley
Klein

B. Rittenhouse
& Mark Hessler

Bill Heist &
Mark Hessler & ?

No Coffee Hour

No Coffee Hour

Katherine Rowe
Betty Webster

Katherine Rowe
Betty Webster

Katherine Rowe
Betty Webster

Katherine Rowe
Betty Webster

Acolytes

Dylan
Troncelliti
Eric & Anna
Ushers/Greeters
Miller
Ellen Moore
Counters
& Terry Stockton
Coffee Hour

(none - luncheon)
Katherine Rowe
Betty Webster

Altar Guild

Saturday Evening Service Altar Guild
Katie Strickland

Jo Rivera

Sue Kerrigan

Lisa Bealer

** Lay ministers are reminded to arrange for a replacement
if they can't serve on the date for which they are scheduled.**

Mary Mazzoni

