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Sixth annual Big Muddy Duck Hunt held October 28

Britney Wright | Cantributor

The sixih annual Big Muoddy
Duck Hunt was held on Sanrday,
October 28, 2017, ar the Extrems
Firewarks building just outside of
the Mound City ciry limits. Spon-
sored by the Missouri Department
of Conservation (MDC) and sup-
ported by many loral organiza-
tions and businesses, the October
eveni inroduces and culiivaies
waterfowl hunting enthusizsm in
ks ages 11 to 15,

Twenry-five openings are avall-
able every year for kids to take
part in the all-day clinic. This
yoar, two registered kids were un-
ahle to participate at the last min-
e, making 23 hunters the total.
The Big Muddy Duck hunt has
proven 10 be a popular event and
there §s nsually a wakting list. “\we
encourage people to sign up earfy
berause we nsually fill up well in
advance,” Holt County conserva-
tion agent and Big Muddy Duck
Humt comminee member, Jade
Wright, of Mound City said, The

event organizess oy 1o discourage
repeal participation so that more
kids can enjoy and learn from the
day. Three local kids were ahle
to participate this year incheding
Gage Knapp and John Trimmer,
both of Mound Ciry, and Brasion
Magee of Skidmore, MO. The
event committee also ies o reach
out to groaps of military members.
Members invite groups from Of-
fun Alr Force Base in Omaha, NE,
and Fort Leavenworth, K5, Many
participants come from Blg Broth-
era/Big Skaers & well, inrodac-
ing the sport to those who might
not have a chance otherwise, This
year, the participant with the far-
thess distance maveled was from
St. Louks, MO,

The long. but fun, day begins
ar 9:30 am. as the mostly shy and
unsure kids register and receive
care packages pot together by
MDC and donared by businesses
and organizations such as Dick's
Sporting Goods and the Ducks
Unlimited chapter. Later, each
child receives a blind bag with

The Big Muddy Duck Hunt was held on Saturday, Octaber 28 - At the Extreme Fireworks Bullding Just outside of Mound City. It is an all-day dinic devoted 10
‘teaching kids, ages 11 to 15, the sport of waterfow! hunting. Throughout the day, the kids shift thrugh education stations that have to do with duck ientification,

duck calfing, duck cleaning

kil and safety. The day f

chiman with a quided duck hunt in the evening and a banguet.

over 3200 worth of hunting equip-
ment packed in i This year, some
of the goodies included state-of-
the-art duck calls, camouflage lan-
vards, hall caps and head Lamgs,
cutting boards for cleaning - har-
wested ducks, thermal mugs, and
hand warmers.

After an introduction of the

Dental and vision checkup time

Deris Sharkey Fhote.

Morthwest Health Services - Provided free dental checkups 1o Mound ity elementary studesits on Wednesday,
Oct. 25. Sandy Trosper, right, shows Wesley Bryant of Lori Butrick's fourth grade class how to propery brush teeth
wihile she talks with the ather students waiting to get their checkup.
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day's activities, which inchuded

wve “education statlens”, a lunch
donated by Quackers Bar and
Grill of Mound Ciry, and last, bur
most definktely not least, 8 guided
evening duck humt, the kids =plit
up ko groups of five 10 thelr ap-
progriate places.

The frsi education  station
was a duck identification station,
Mounted docks helped the young
hunters become familiar with dif-
tferent species of duck character-
istics. The second sation was a
duck  calling'decoyiblind - statlon
where kids were able to pur their
new and nodsy duck calls 1o rthe
test and leam #hout how o lue
in and “hide™ from a duck. The
third and fourth starioas both dealt
with shotgun handling, safety and
shooting. Clay 1argets were seen
shatering i all di-
rections,  According
1o Russ Shifflen, Re-
gional Supervisos, and
one of abaut a dozen
game wardens help-
ing with the event, the
shorgun shooting sa-
1HONs Were Very suc-
cessful this year, mak-
ing for a good hume
The weather factored
in to the success rate
as well: “We had fa-
vorable weather - cold
enough for us m see
some ducks flying in,
and warm enough so
the kids were com-
tortable,” Jade Wright
commented.

‘Without the heip
of volunteers, the Big
Muddy Duck Hunt
winildn't even be pos-
athle. “The reason why
this event is a success

is because of volunteers who offer
up their bunting spor and blind,”
Russ Shifflett said, Around 2
p.m., safery coaches and hunting
guldes began showing up ar the
firewnrks  building. Many have
been wolunieesing since the Big
Muddy’s existence. It's because of
their effort that the kids are able to
enjoy such a great hunt. Each kid
was paired with one safety coach
and one guide 1o help them in the
blind. Many of the kids' parents
were able to go on the hunt as well
o ohserve. This year the group
harvested 18 ducks in some of the
best private duck clubs in the area

For Gage Knapp of Mound
City, the Big Muddy Duck Hunt
was his inreduction 1o waterfowl
hunting. He had never been duck
huming before. <1 learned & lot ar

Gage Knapp (center) of Mound City, was the lucky win-
mer of a guided duck hunt - At the Big Muddy Duck Hunt
banquet on Saturday, Octaber 28. Bud Burrows (right) of Kan-
sas City, MO, donated the gift and will be talang Gage and his
dad, Tyler Knapp {lefi) an a hunt sometime in the near future
at his blind north of Mound City

the shoating stations,” he said. Al-
though he didn’t shoat any ducks
on his bunt, he won a very special
prize ar the dinner banquer thar
evening. which was held ar 1he
Extreme Fireworks Building after
the hunters and guides retumned
from their blinds.

The Kiwanis Club of Mound
Ciry peovided a chili, vegetahle
soup, and chicken noodle soup
dinner along with pies and baked
goods, Every child received a doar
prize at the banguet. Some won
fishing poles, decoys. blind bags,
taxidermy certificates for  free
maants, or tekets o the anmual
Waterfowlers' Hall of Fame Ban-
quet in Mound City. Knapp won a
fishing pole and gulded duck hum
with Bud Burrows of Kansas City,
MO, Burrows owns a blind north
of Mound Chry dubbed
‘Wingset Farms and he
will 1ake Knapp and his
father on a hunt in the
near future, on the date
of their cholce. A shot-
gun was also raffled off
by Bill Huring, owner
of Flyway Technologies
on Saturday  evening,
and the heky winner
was Gamett Bray of
Maysville, MO

“We are so thank-
ful for the help from so
many loral businesses
and dock clubs that
make the Big Muddy
possthle,” Jade Wright
said, If anyome is inter-
ested [n signing up for
next vear's event or just
interested in the event
as & whale, they should
visit  bigmuddyduck
hunt.oeg.

Russ Shifflett, Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) Regional Supervisor, of Mound City, right, helps
a Big Muddy Duck Hunt participant - With shotgun shoating and safety on Saturday, October 28, 2017. This & the Big
Muddy's Gith year in existence and is a popular event that helps kids, ages 11 to 15, become faméliar with waterfow! hunting,
Al day the kids filed through education stations and then went an a guided evening duck hunt that night
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