You should be receiving this Spring issue of The Charlton Chimes just
as we are about to begin the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday,
March 6, 2019.
The word LENT has roots in both Old English and Germanic terms for
‘springtime’, and is a season of soul searching and repentance,
considered by some to be time for a “spiritual spring cleaning of the
soul”. It is a season for reflection and taking stock. Lent originated
in the very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory time for
Easter, when the faithful rededicated themselves and when converts
were instructed in the faith and prepared for baptism. By observing
forty days of Lent, the individual Christian imitates Jesus’ withdrawal
into the wilderness for forty days.
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Lent is an excellent time to practice the Spiritual Disciplines of
reading the Scriptures, prayer, almsgiving, and fasting. It is
important to note that these disciplines come directly from the
teachings of Jesus, and that when talking about them, he said “when
you fast …”, “when you pray …”, etc. He never said, “if you fast …”.
There is a reason these are called Spiritual “Disciplines”. They
require a commitment of time and of effort. The Spiritual Disciplines
are practices found in Scripture that promote spiritual growth
among believers in the gospel of Jesus Christ. It requires action and
not just a ‘state of mind’. There has always been a temptation to
amend these practices by updating them and giving them a new
twist. And while some great ideas may have come from this
thought, we are highly encouraged to practice in the same manner
that Jesus himself made them a part of his life.
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If you would like more resources to help you experience the Spiritual
Disciplines during this Lenten season, there is a flier entitled “Living
a Lenten Lifestyle” available at the Welcome Desk. Please feel free
to pick one up at your convenience. You may also wish to pick up an
extra copy and share it with a friend or family member.

The cover picture of Jesus on the cross is by Armenian artist Hovsep Mesropian
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From the Pastor ...
Anson has been learning the triple threat posture in basketball. When the ball is
passed to you, this position requires you to bend your knees, put one leg in front
of the other, and hold the ball between your two hands. The triple threat
posture allows you to quickly dribble, pass, or shoot the ball all from the same
stance.
I share this illustration with you because we have a triple threat posture for
prayer. There are three main kinds of prayers that we offer to God. The first is
Scheduled Prayer. Like Daniel praying three times a day (Daniel 6:10), we have a
time of prayer and stick to it. Routine prayer is essential for our faith and
connecting with God. The next kind of prayer is Cooperative Prayer. This takes a
team effort when in prayer we offer as one the prayers and thanksgivings of a group. Cooperative prayer allows us
to share burdens with each other (Galatians 6:2) and have others pray on our behalf. The third kind of prayer is
Unending Prayer. Paul called it “praying continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). These prayers are offered when the
Holy Spirit moves us because of something we see or hear, to pray immediately. For example, I was recently
rushing through Karns. I quickly passed a screaming child and very frustrated mother. The Spirit whispered in my
ear, “Pray for them”. As I continued through the store (the word ‘milk’ must get confused with ‘mile’ because it is a
mile away from the front), I prayed for them.
I want to encourage you to take the triple threat posture for prayer. Bend your knee in scheduled prayer, pass your
concerns to others in cooperative prayer, and be ready to shoot prayer up to heaven whenever the Spirit says
“pray”.

Pastor Les
Holy God,
As I prepare to begin this season of Lent, I open my heart and mind to Your will for
my life. Help me to become the best version of myself and to be a living example of
Your love in the world.
Help me to see those areas of my life that need to change in order so that I may
better follow where You lead and to experience the joy you have imagined for my life.
Challenge me, that I may have the wisdom to see beyond my own experience and to
see the world as You see it.
Inspire me, that I may live out my faith in ways that are dynamic and engaging, and to

have the strength to leave my comfort zone so that I may be a witness of Your love
and compassion to all those I come in contact with.
Give me courage when I am afraid, hope when I am discouraged, and clarity in times of
decision.

This I pray in Your holy name. Amen.
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MARCH and APRIL SERMONS
There are so many tears shed in our lives and tears shed throughout the bible. The
reasons for all the tears seem endless. This lent we will look to the tears from
throughout the years and see how Jesus turns our tears into triumph.
Sunday, March 10 :: Tears of Despair :: Psalm 137:1-4 / Matthew 9:20
Despair happens when hope is gone. Like the time the Hebrew people hung up their
harps by the Babylon river, they couldn’t even sing because of their despair. We will
learn to reach out to Jesus in our despair.
Sunday, March 17 :: Tears of Sorrow :: Psalm 56:8 / Hebrews 4:15
Jesus experienced so much sorrow in his life. From the innocents killed at his birth to the
ones who died beside him on their crosses, Jesus knew and experienced the deepest
griefs this world could bring.
Sunday, March 24 :: Tears of Redemption :: Luke 7:36-50
Mary’s story of washing Jesus’ feet with her tears is a power story of
redemption. Mary continued to follow and support Jesus during his earthly
ministry. May we who are redeemed continue to follow and support Jesus
working in our world today.

Sunday, March 31 :: Tears of Regret :: Luke 9:62 / 2 Corinthians 12:6-10
Regret is like a large wall that can’t be passed in a person’s life. We can live
behind the wall of regret and shrink away from the world. Or we can accept
the Lord’s forgiveness and direction to move on. We will learn to get how to
overcome the regrets in our lives.
Sunday, April 7 :: Tears of Compassion :: John 11:33-36 / 1 Corinthians 12:25-26
Jesus wept when he saw Martha’s tears. Compassion defines Jesus’ heart and should
define our hearts as well. We will look to grow our compassion for the lost and the least.
Sunday, April 14 :: Tears of Frustration :: Luke 19:41-44
Jesus wept as he saw Jerusalem during the triumphal entry. He was so frustrated that the people in the city were
closed to him and would soon crucify him. They had not turned their hearts to him no matter what Jesus said and
did. In frustration, Jesus wept. What frustrates you to tears? We will look to the Lord to guide and help us in our
frustration.
Thursday, April 18 :: Tears of Anguish :: Mark 14:32-42
In the garden Jesus wept with a depth we will never comprehend. His disciples slept as he poured his heart out to
God. We will look to one who experienced such great anguish to comfort us in our times of anguish.
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Friday, April 19 :: Tears of Death :: Luke 23:26-31
The innocent one laid down his life for the sinful. There is perhaps no greater time for tears than when facing
death. Yet, Jesus when facing his death, turned the mourner’s attention back on themselves to prepare for their
own death. We too will face our mortality and give thanks to the one who laid down his life so we might live.

Sunday, April 21 :: Tears of Joy :: Revelation 7:17
Jesus arose conquering sin, death, and the grave. Heaven is now open and described as a place where all tears will
be wiped away. We will examine what this means, and celebrate Jesus’ resurrection that makes eternal life
possible.
Sunday, April 28 :: Tears of Love :: Matthew 26:29
Family reunions are full of tears especially ones where family has not seen each other in many
years. These are happy tears of being with our loves ones again. Jesus offers us the
promise of gathering around a great banquet table in heaven with one BIG family
reunion. We will learn more about this great day and celebrate the hope we have in
Jesus.

MAY SERMONS
“Embracing the Soul”: It is amazing that the most
important part about us, the soul, is something we
place such little focus. We will be spending the month
of May learning about our souls and finding ways to
improve our soul’s health. By embracing our souls we
will be looking deeply into ourselves so that we are
encouraged to make Godly changes in our lives.
Sunday May 5 :: Soul Health :: Matthew 11:28-30
You are your soul. Your soul’s health is virtually important for abundant living. We will
examine the condition of our souls and look to Jesus for healing.
Sunday, May 12 :: Soul Shape :: Philippians 2:1-13 / Matthew 5
What has shaped your soul? A mother, father, or mentor? Our souls have been shaped by the past, and each day
are continuing to be shaped by our experiences. We must be attentive to shaping our souls today and do all we can
to shape them in the likeness of the Lord.
Sunday, May 19 :: Soul Care :: Psalm 42:11
If we want our souls to be healthy we need to care for them. Like caring for our physical body by going to a gym,
there are things we can do that can keep our soul fit and healthy. There is no one size fits all approach to soul care,
however we will learn some practical things you can do to care for your soul. We must be selfish in soul care
because when our soul is healthy, then we can best care for the souls of others.
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FINDING OUR WAY FORWARD

You may be receiving this newsletter a few days late, as we had waited until the General Conference of The
United Methodist Church ended their special session in St. Louis. This gathering of over 800 delegates from
around the world met to discuss the plans put forward by the Commission on a Way Forward.
The One Church Plan, which was supported by the majority of the Council of Bishops, was rejected. The
Traditional Plan, which restricts churches from holding same sex marriages and bans LGTBQ persons from

being ordained, was adopted. It is important to note that prior to the special session, both the One Church
Plan and the Traditional Plan were presented to the Judicial Council. A few parts of the One Church Plan were
deemed unconstitutional, and many parts of the Traditional Plan were also deemed unconstitutional. As part
of the General Conference, they tried to amend some of the Traditional Plan, some of which were accepted
while others were not. The Traditional Plan, which was adopted, will now be referred back to the Judicial
Council, which will ultimately decide whether the Traditional Plan that was accepted is constitutional or
unconstitutional. So while the special session of the General Conference is now complete, there is still much
unknown about what the future of our church might be.
For those of you who are interested in knowing more about this special session of the General Conference and
what it means for the future of our church, an informational gathering will be held on Saturday, April 6 at
Aldersgate UMC in Mechanicsburg from 3 to 5:30 pm.
And here at Charlton, we will be organizing discussion groups to talk about these issues and how they impact
us as a local church family. Information about these gatherings will be publicized in the Sunday bulletin once
details are available.
In the meantime, we highly encourage you to keep The United Methodist Church in your prayers.
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At the Foot of the Cross
by Debbie Livingston

As we approach the season of Lent, our United Methodist Church
Discipleship Ministries has noted a theme for Lent 2019: With All
Your Heart, in response to the call of God - “Return to me with all
MEDITATIONS
your heart” (Joel 2:12).* I would like to add that we return to God
as if we were there At the Foot of the Cross. From the different
biblical accounts it is assumed that among the public and passersby, chief priests, teachers of the law, and the
elders, soldiers, the centurion, the disciples, specifically the beloved disciple, Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary
Magdalene, Salome, and the other Mary and many others were present at Jesus’ crucifixion.

Lay Leader

Imagine yourself being there on that day watching, anticipating the events of this day. If you were part of the
crowd, it may have been curiosity. If you were in opposition of this Jesus, you may have been one of the crowd
sneering and jeering. If you were a Jesus supporter, you may have been in anticipation of his next move to save
the world or in shock over the horror that was unfolding before your very eyes. Those closest to Jesus especially
those whose lives were changed and made whole and new by Jesus were most likely bowing down in pain over
the loss of the One true Son of God. We assume at least one such life was changed by those events: So when the
centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened,
they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!” Matthew 27:54 Jesus, the only perfect man being
crucified for a sinner such as me! The realization of this moment as we watch the whole world of sin resting
upon his shoulders for each of us is too much to bear. Why?

Jesus paid the price for our sin because there is nothing we can do to earn salvation, the grace and mercy our
Lord so freely gives, for our place in eternity. All we need to do is return to God and accept that gift of the risen
Savior. In this season of Lent, I challenge you to stand At the Foot of the Cross, remembering the sacrifice our
Lord made for each of us, asking His forgiveness for all we have done, and accept His gift of Salvation. Each of us
has a story of repentance and His love. Here’s mine:
Dear Father,
Thank you for allowing me to stand at the foot of the cross – just me – in the midst of millions – and you
see me – with all my ugliness and sin and faults. Forgive me, Father, for the many things I have done to
hurt you, to hurt others, and to take you for granted. I do not deserve the gift you so freely give to each of
us. But you call me daughter. You allowed me to hand over my past, my sin by your sacrifice on the cross
in exchange for life eternal. There is nothing I can do to pay for such a gift as you have paid it all! Thank
you, Lord, for taking on the sins of the world for one small person such as me.
In Jesus’ Name I pray, Amen
Debbie Livingston is the Lay Leader at Charlton Church. As such, she is the primary representative of the church
membership on all committees and ‘chief-encourager’ of our church laity.
* https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/lent-2019-with-all-your-heart
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My drive to and from work is often very productive for me. The trip
from Lemoyne to Paxtonia can be as quick as 11 minutes on a Sunday
morning or as long as 90 minutes on a Thursday afternoon. It actually
took me more than 5 hours on that first snowstorm of the season we
had this past November.
Over the last few months, I have discovered how much I enjoy
podcasts, which is basically a series of recorded interviews or
presentations available online and easily accessed through a smart
phone. One of my favorite series is “Journeys of Faith” with ABC news journalist Paula Farris. In her podcasts,
Paula not only shares her own faith journey, but also enters into conversations with a variety of well-known
persons about their faith experiences. Some of the most interesting conversations were with persons of other
faiths, such as Jewish or Muslim, and even with persons who identify as an atheist.
My drive to and from work has also given me the opportunity to listen to some very interesting interviews on
the radio. The most recent was with Pulitzer prize winner Ross Gay, author of the recently released “The Book
of Delights”. The book is a collection of essays he wrote over the period of a year, in which he decided to write
every day about something he found that day that delighted him.
In his interview, Mr. Gay shares that it was difficult at first to find something that ‘delighted’ him. But, over time,
it became easier and easier … even getting to the point where he would need to jot down all the delights he
experienced in the day so he wouldn’t forget to write about them. His essays range from things as simple as how
rice paper candy wrappers melt in your mouth, to more complex musings in finding moments of delight while
dealing with the loss of a loved one. Many of his essays focus on the beauty of the world around us which we
often take for granted. The biggest change he found over that year was within himself, sharing how he has
discovered a major shift in his perception of the world around him.
As I listened to the interview with Mr. Gay, one of my favorite Scriptures came to mind. “Finally, brothers and
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — think about such things and the God of peace will be
with you.” (Philippians 4:8)
This Scripture reminds me that we all have a choice in how we develop our character. We can choose to focus
on all the things that delight us in the world, or we can choose to focus on all the things that we see wrong in
the world. We can choose to think on those things that make us smile, or we can choose to think on those
things that make us frown.
As for me, I want to focus on the love and joy that is around me. I know it won’t be easy, for there is much hate
and sadness in our world. But I want to be a person who recognizes the beauty of God’s creation all around me.
I want to be a person who sees the face of God in everyone I meet. Life is an awesome journey, so I may as well
make the most of it. I hope you’ll join me on that journey.
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Praise the Lord with Music!
A Symphony of Notes
An afternoon concert featuring the music of the

organ, piano, trumpet and handbells

Sunday, March 24 @ 3:00 pm
presented by Chuck Kaufmann, Steve Lehnert, Scott Pribanich and Jan Stoner

presented by the Charlton Sanctuary Choir

Good Friday, April 19 @ 7:00 pm

Melody Place Studios presents

O

An Afternoon of Opera and More

Praise Him
SINGERS

The program will include popular operatic arias,
duets, and ensembles,
along with some favorite Italian songs
and selections from Broadway.

Spring Concert

Saturday, April 27 @ 2:00 pm
Sunday, May 12 @ 4:00 pm

Charlton Church Sanctuary
A Free-Will Offering will be received

Charlton Church Sanctuary
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MEET’N’EAT
Everyone is invited to join us for our monthly
lunch fellowship at a local restaurant on the
fourth Thursday of each month. There are no
programs or discussions involved. It is simply a
time to share fellowship with other church
friends. If you would like to attend, but need a
ride, please call the church office.

FELLOWSHIP GROUP FOR THOSE 55 AND OLDER
Tuesday, March 19 @ 12:00 pm
Tuesday, April 16 @ 12:00 pm
Tuesday, May 21 @ 12:00 pm

There is NO gathering in March due to
our Lenten Meals on Wednesdays.

There are many volunteer
positions on Sunday mornings,
which include the Welcome Desk,
Liturgist, Tech, Ushers, Children’s
Worship, and in the Nursery. We
have had a particularly difficult
NURSERY
time scheduling the nursery,
STAFF
mainly because these volunteers
also help with the other positions
as well. Therefore, we are excited to announce that
the SPRC and Administrative Council have approved
the hiring of longtime Charlton member Wendy
Criste to work alongside Debra Hughes in the
nursery. We will therefore no longer need to
schedule a nursery volunteer.

Thursday, April 25
Hoss’ Restaurant
9009 Bridge Road, Hummelstown
Thursday, May 23
Hershey Road Restaurant
257 North Hershey Road
(On Rt. 39, north of Allentown Blvd.)

While this is the Spring newsletter, anyone who
lives in Pennsylvania understands that winter likes
to have one last laugh. So this is a reminder that
Charlton Church will be open on Snowy Sunday
mornings unless there is a ban on travel. When it
snows, we may be likely to cancel the first service
to give the snow shovelers time to clear the
sidewalks and entrances. So check the church
website, keep alert for an email, or watch ABC27
or CBS21 for cancellations. If we do have two
services there is always more snow and ice at 8:30
than 11. You may want to consider just coming to
the second service.

It’s a Hoss’ Fundraiser!

Thursday, April 25
Eat at Hoss’ Restaurant in Hummelstown or
Enola on this day and help us raise funds for our
Debt Reduction. You can pick up a ticket at the
church.
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The women of God’s
Hands @ Work are
always hard at work
making prayer shawls
for you to share with
your family or friends
who need to know
others are praying for them.

Women’s
Banquet
Saturday, May 5
5:00 PM

You can pick up a prayer shawl at the display
in the hall, or you may choose one in the
Conference Room. If you would prefer a
specific style or color, you may fill out a
request card, which is located next to the
display.

All women and girls are invited
to come and enjoy a meal and program
created and served
by the men of Charlton.

Women’s Rest Retreat
Reflections on the Proverbs 31 Woman

Saturday, June 8

At the home of Heidi Stanalonis

9am to 2pm

5537 General Knipe Circle, Mechanicsburg

Rest in the Lord, rest in scripture, rest in your thoughts,
rest in prayer, rest in praise and devotion, rest in fellowship.
Treat yourself to a self-guided day,
with informational helps and materials,
to rest in these areas
and enrich your faith.

We will also offer a time
of guided simple stretch/yoga
and biblically-based mindful meditation.
A free-will offering will be collected.

In addition, 15 minute chair massage by Tina’s Turning Leaf Massage, LLC.
There is a cost of $10; reservations required no later than May 25.

Light refreshments and lunch will be served. Reservations are limited; on a first come, first served basis.
Sign up through the Connection Card, church office, or by calling Debbie Livingston 717-798-4171.
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ASH
WEDNESDAY
SERVICE

PRAYER
BREAKFAST

SANCTUARY
OPEN

March 6
7:00 pm

Saturday,
March 9
9:00 am

Wednesdays

Mt. Calvary UMC will join us
at Charlton Church as we
begin our Lenten journey
with a service of repentance.

Join us as
the Charlton family
prays for the future
of the UMC.

Take some time
and spend it in prayer
in our quiet sanctuary
during Lent.

in Lent
9am to 6pm

LENTEN MEALS

THE DAY O

Wednesdays
March 13 thru April 10
12:00 pm and 6:00 pm

Saturday,

Join us for a mid-week light meal and devotion
during the Lenten season at the time of your choice.
The focus of our devotional will be based on
Adam Hamilton’s “Final Words from the Cross”.
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Noon t

Come an
a time of m
prayer and c
in our sa

PALM
SUNDAY
SERVICE

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
SERVICE

GOOD
FRIDAY
SERVICE

April 14
8:30 & 11 am

April 18
7:00 pm

April 19
7:00 pm

Holy Week begins
with the celebration
of Christ’s entrance
into Jerusalem.

Share the sacrament
of holy communion
and consider
Jesus’ time in the garden.

After the pastor’s message,
the choir will present
a program of music
based on the cross.

OF TEARS

, April 20

to 6pm

nd spend
meditation,
communion
anctuary.

CELEBRATE THE

RESURRECTION
Sunday, April 21

Sunrise Service at 6:30 am

Join us at Mt. Calvary UMC in West Hanover township
for our annual sunrise service and breakfast.

Easter Worship at 8:30 and 11 am
The Charlton family gathers for worship!
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Why do we often pray for justice in our
worship services?

Ask the

A few people have asked this question recently.

PASTOR

There seems to be some confusion in regards to the
meaning of ‘justice’, so I hope to help you see the
difference between Biblical Justice and Social Justice.

We all know that human trafficking, abusing the vulnerable, exploiting the poor, and similar things are totally
wrong. We carry in ourselves a God given sense of right and wrong. We want evil to be vanquished,
oppressors to be punished, and the wicked to be stopped. We want justice.
As Christians, we believe that this sense of justice is instilled within us by God. God is just and desires justice.
“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before
you” (Psalm 89:14). God has set the standard for holiness and righteous for us to follow.
We are to work toward God’s justice. “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8). Doing justice
is our mandate from God to work tirelessly against evil and with compassion lift up the weak and oppressed.

Here at Charlton we are constantly praying for God’s justice to be done and are challenged to do justice for
those in need. However, it seems some think that we are calling for ‘social justice’. Social justice is a loaded
political term that means different things to different people. It is culturally bound and leads people to
different conclusion of what ‘justice’ looks like and how to work for justice.
Many times social justice overlaps Biblical justice. Social justice is often very good and leads to Godly
reforms. The church can partner with many groups to work for social justice. However, social justice is not
Biblical justice. Biblical justice starts with God first and looks to him to direct our paths. Social justice doesn’t
always use Godly ways to try to accomplish its goals. Biblical justice uses love and compassion to work
toward justice, and our end goal is always to bring people to Christ and do justice in a way that brings glory
and honor to God.
We want to encourage people to pursue their passions regarding the many issues of social justice. Just know
that as we lift up the word ‘justice’ at Charlton, we do so as Biblical justice and not social justice.
If you have a question for Pastor Les, please email it to newsletter@charltonchurch.org or turn it into the
church office.
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In the weeks leading to the season of Lent, our sermon
series at Charlton Church focused on the reforms that
Martin Luther, John Calvin and Huldrych Zwingli brought to
the church. As part of that series, we used the liturgies of
the Lutheran, Presbyterian and Reformed churches.

The use of

Scripture
in worship

One of the basic differences noted during those services was
the amount of Scriptures read each week. In this article,
we’d like to take a look at a brief history of how Scripture has been used in worship throughout the ages.

The use of Scripture in worship can be traced back to our Jewish ancestors in the temple,
where readings would be read from the Torah (the first five books of the Old Testament),
the Psalms, and the prophets. This tradition continues today in Shabbat services in
synagogues around the world. This is the tradition that Jesus himself would be familiar
with.
The second chapter of Luke tells the story of a young Jesus who couldn’t be found when on a pilgrimage with his
parents. They eventually found him in the temple reading the Scriptures and teaching. While the reading and
teaching of Scripture was normal practice, it was certainly unusual to have a young teenager be the one doing the
teaching.
It is this practice of reading Scriptures in worship that has led to today’s order of
worship. The early Christian church then began to include the reading of the gospel and
epistles, while retaining a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures and a psalm, which is
often sung like it was in the synagogue. This is called ‘The Service of the Word’, which
constitutes the first movement in the Roman Catholic mass. And even through
reformation and schism, this practice of reading an Old Testament lesson, a Psalm (often sung), an epistle, and a
gospel reading has remained central to Christian worship. This is what you will find in most denominations …
Roman Catholic, Anglican/Episcopalian, Orthodox, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Reformed, Anabaptist, Mennonite,
and yes … even United Methodist. Most of these denominations use the ‘lectionary’, which is a three year cycle
of Scripture readings arranged to coincide with the liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter
and Pentecost.
In the ‘Order of Sunday Worship’, The United Methodist Book of Worship provides a worship order that includes
the reading of the Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle and Gospel from the lectionary. In the updated version available
on the denomination’s website, it is suggested that people stand for the reading of the gospel.
Over the years, Charlton Church has experienced a wide variety of worship styles … from a very formal and
liturgical format with all the readings to a more informal and relaxed format with specific readings in support of
the pastor’s message. Because Pastor Les prefers to incorporate his theme Scripture into his sermon, he chooses
a supporting passage to be read during the worship.

Whether it is the lectionary readings or a specific passage, the place of Scripture has been and will continue to be
central to our worship at Charlton Church.
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CHARLTON HAS A
FOR MISSIONS
Whether it’s our monthly mission, Giving

Grace, Helping Hands, God’s Hands @ Work,

or a last minute appeal, Charlton Church always
comes through to support ministries that are making a
difference in the lives of those in need. Many of our church
family can often be found here at the church or in the community offering assistance in whatever way they can.
But there are many people who are looking to “go the extra mile” and participate in a mission trip. If that might
sound interesting to you, Pastor Les can help. There are local and international mission trips that Methodist groups
are hosting all year round. Calvary UMC in Harrisburg always welcomes local Methodists to join them on their
regular trips. If you need more information, please contact the church office.

Be a part of Charlton’s Community Outreach
GIVING GRACE

HELPING HANDS

Join us on the first Wednesday
of each month from 4:45 to 6
pm, as we assist individuals
and families from our
community who are
experiencing financial
difficulties. Through the
generosity of our church
family, we are able to provide
basic household items that are
not available from local food
banks.

Join us on the first Wednesday
of each month as we provide a
free meal to about 150 people
from our community and
church family. A variety of
jobs are available throughout
the day, from preparation
around 2pm, to serving the
meal at 5pm. We also provide
a meal for the homeless of
Harrisburg on the third Friday
of the month.

Dear children, let us not merely say that we love one another;
let us show the truth in our actions.
I John 3:18
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The Sunday Morning Growth Hour has Classes for Everyone
All children in preschool through 5th
grade are invited to be part of our
KIDs Club each Sunday morning from
9:40 am to 10:50 am. They meet on
the lower level for lessons, activities,
games and crafts.

All youth in grades 6 through 12 are
invited to join in our weekly Sunday
morning small group where we explore
the scriptures and how they are relevant
to our lives in today’s world. Everyone is
invited to bring a friend!

The Faith & Fellowship Adult Sunday School Class likes to
share, explore and deepen their faith through Biblical
study. All ages are welcome but they are mostly a 60+
group. The class supports the mission of the PA
Wounded Warriors. They are a very social class with
many opportunities for fellowship, both on Sundays at
church and outside
gatherings. The class
meets on the upper
level in room 15, which
is the classroom directly
across from the nursery.

The Foundation Class shares with one another in Biblebased studies that allow growth in faith and
understanding in order to practice Christian principles in
today's world, and apply Christian living to their everyday
life. The class strives to be a support for one another in
prayer and fellowship. While the class is primarily
comprised of persons
age 50 and over, all are
welcome. They meet on
the lower level in room
26.

The Journey Class
explores topics of
interest in culture and
discusses them from a
Christian perspective.
The class is proud of the
diversity expressed within the class, as they are
comprised of persons from young adult to retired, with
both progressive and conservative viewpoints. They meet
in the conference room, which is adjacent to the church
office on the main level.

The JOY Class started
many years ago as
Charlton’s young adult
class and have grown
together through the
years to become
Charlton’s class for seniors. They use the International
Lesson series as the basis for the Biblical study and
discussions. The class enjoys fellowship with one another
and schedules social events from time to time. They meet
on the lower level in room 24.

The Gathering is for people of all ages,
from young adults to those young-atheart. It is primarily comprised of
parents with young children. The
group meets in the lower level
kitchenette, which is in the midst of
the children’s classrooms.

Their time together is informal and
relaxed. There are no “lessons” or
readings. Discussions range from
issues of the day to exploring what
the scriptures say about topics that
affect today’s culture.
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More than 350 United Methodist missionaries serve in more than 65 countries around the world.
"Missionaries serve as agents of God’s transformation. They do not go and fix problems on behalf of others —
they go to be in ministry with the local community. They go to learn, listen and serve as witnesses of God’s
transforming grace and power," says Judy Chung, executive director of Missionary Service for the United
Methodist Board of Global Ministries.
"United Methodist missionaries are engaged in a variety of ministries as teachers, farmers, educators,
doctors, accountants, community developers, volunteer coordinators, pilots, nurses, professors,
administrators and more. They serve the needs of the community as identified by local leaders as key
priorities. And they cross many boundaries to dedicate their lives and the lives of their families to be in
mission," she said.
People called to missionary service through Global Ministries must meet some basic requirements. These
include being a professing Christian, having the appropriate education and experience for the position, and
the willingness to serve. They usually (not always) serve outside their country of origin. When commissioned
for service, an anchor cross is placed around the necks of the missionaries. The anchor cross is an early
Christian symbol that serves as a reminder that we are firmly grounded in Christ while engaging in God’s
mission. In 2018, 68 young adults from 24 countries were commissioned to serve as Global Mission Fellows, a
two-year mission service opportunity, and 15 new missionaries were commissioned for long-term mission
service.
When Lorraine Charinda, 30, arrived at Kamisamba Farm last year, she found two employees, barren fields, a
rundown training center and four pigs in the sties. Today, the farm in North Katanga, Congo, boasts 20
hectares of various crops, 30 pigs and 15 employees.
“There were some challenges when I started serving at Kamisamba,” said Charinda, a missionary from
Zimbabwe serving through the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries. “The culture was very different
from my own. Women were expected to be quiet and submissive,” she added. “I was in a position of power
as the farm manager but sometimes male employees disregarded whatever I had to say based on my
appearance,” she said.
The farm has transformed under her watch. Her face lights up as she describes the progress over the past
year. “We managed to supply vegetables for the annual conference and the church saved money. We have
renovated the training center and held trainings for eight districts. It’s such a great joy when you get reports
from the districts where the training has been implemented,” she said. “We have been able to pay workers’
salaries and keep the farm running.” Charinda attributes her success to support from a local family. “In all
those negatives, there is someone who will stand by you. I have a family which supports me, prays for me and
teaches me the local ways,” she said.
More than 50 missionaries serving in Africa and their families were in Johannesburg Jan. 17-22 for the Global
Ministries missionary gathering this quadrennium. It was a time to share their experiences and learn from
their counterparts who serve in different countries. Larry Kies, 66, a missionary from Iowa, has been teaching
agriculture and providing technical advice to the farm at Africa University in Zimbabwe since 2002. “The farm
was financially struggling and I helped to introduce dairy processing,” he said.
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He worked with farm managers on more efficient production and in recent years has raised considerable
money to buy tractors and equipment. Kies delights in the irrigation system at the Africa University
farm. “The center pivot irrigation uses water and labor more efficiently. I also derive joy from working with
students to get experience on a commercial farm,” he said.
The Rev. Katie Meek, 36, an elder in the Central Texas Conference, has been serving for just over a year in
Sierra Leone. Her immediate challenges were the language (Krio) and learning about the people, the customs
and the pace of life, she said. Excellence, integrity and service are the cornerstones of the United Methodist
University of Sierra Leone, where Meek is serving.
“I have learned to speak Krio. It’s not just the words, but the tone has to be right. In the process, you have to
be OK with looking stupid and sounding like a toddler,” she said. Meek also preaches and volunteers with a
prison ministry where she gives lessons in the juvenile detention center. “My favorite thing is watching
students gain perspective and confidence. It is wonderful to watch the ‘aha’ moments and see it all come
together. There is nothing like that,” she said. She teaches two classroom values: “the world needs your
voice” and “details matter.” Meek enjoys dancing in church. “The energy and joy in worship is different from
Dallas,” she said.
The Rev. Jean Claude Maleka is a church planter and mentor of local pastors in Côte d’Ivoire. “We have built
six sanctuaries and two personages over the past six years. We also provide clean water and water towers for
communities, not just United Methodists,” said Maleka, an elder in the South Congo Annual Conference. “I
derive great joy in seeing transformation of local churches. Sometimes individuals are able to do what they
were not able to do before I joined them. We are raising funds for construction locally because the
communities are now understanding and participating in what we are doing.” He said about 15 couples have
decided to officially wed in the church since he began his service.
Dr. Tendai Manyeza, 56, began serving as a missionary at Kissy United Methodist Hospital in Sierra Leone last
year after serving at Old Mutare Mission Hospital in Zimbabwe for 23 years. He was appointed a Global
Health missionary in his home country in 2008. Global Health is part of the Board of Global Ministries. “I was
overjoyed by the reception from the health board, Bishop (John K.) Yambasu and hospital staff. They gave me
a good orientation and I received support from the senior doctor, which has made me settle well,” he said.
“Being a missionary has made me grow spiritually. I am motivated by the appreciative patients and love my
work,” Manyeza said. He hopes his wife, Natallia, a church elder, will also become a missionary.
Grace Musuka, 64, is a United Methodist Women missionary who covers six countries: Zimbabwe, Zambia,
Malawi, Cameroon, Tanzania and Congo. She provides leadership training and spiritual, economic and
physical empowerment, working with women to develop nutrition gardens, fruit farms, fish farms and poultry
projects. “I partner with women and we find ways to empower each other. My major joy is to be able to get
to the grassroots and I feel those are the people who need this partnership,” she said.
This article was written by Vicki Brown of the United Methodist News Service. Reprinted with permission.
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Once again, we are well into Easter Egg season! We are hoping for
another record breaking year of sales and we need your help. So far
this year, we have made 12,741 eggs. We will continue making the
eggs each Monday through April 8. The last day to order eggs is April
1, and that’s no April Food’s joke!
If you have not helped before, here is a little overview of our Monday
work days. People come in anytime from about 8:00 to lunchtime come when you can - we stop for lunch at about noon and continue
most days till about 2:00. If you have any questions, please talk to Laurie Smith, Barb Goss or Sandy
Bovard. We are also planning another drive-thru egg sale on Saturday, April 13. We are looking forward to
another great year. Come and join the fun and fellowship!
Here is Sandy Bovard’s winning recipe from our Soup Cook-Off: “Iowa Corn Chowder”
4 slices bacon, chopped
1 large onion, chopped (1 cup)
3 medium size potatoes pared and diced
2 1/2 cups water
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
2 cans whole kernel corn
1 tall can evaporated milk
1/4 cup sifted all purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon paprika

1.

Cook bacon until crisp in a large heavy saucepan or Dutch oven. Add onion,
saute until soft. (Sandy notes that she doubles the bacon.)

2.

Add potatoes, 2 cups of the water, salt, and pepper; cover. Simmer 15 minutes,
or until potatoes are tender. Remove from heat.

3.

Stir in corn with can liquid, and evaporated milk. Blend flour with remaining 1/2
cup of water; stir into chowder.

4.

Cook, stirring constantly, over medium heat, until chowder thickens and
bubbles 1 minute. Ladle into soup bowls. Sprinkle each with paprika. Serve with
saltines, if you wish.

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone,
and especially to those who are of the household of faith”
Galatians 6:10

There are times in life when we simply are overwhelmed, and something
as simple as an unexpected meal can make all the difference. The apostle
Paul makes it very clear in his epistles that the ‘household of faith’ need to
care for one another.
Our Meal Ministry at Charlton Church is as simple as it sounds … providing a meal to someone in need.
Whether it’s the birth of a child, home from the hospital, serious illness, death of a family member, loss of a
job, or some other emergency situation … the Charlton family would like to help ease your burden by
providing a meal or two.
If you are in one of these situations, or know someone in need, please give us the opportunity to serve and
love you during this time. Simply call the church office or Marjorie Martin (717-545-8564) and make us aware
of the need.
If you would like to be part of what God is doing in caring for the physical needs of those in his church,
particularly as it relates to preparing food/meals for those in need, please contact the church office.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
IN

SIIIIIYMPATHY
The sympathy of the Charlton
congregation is extended to the
family of Cliff Kreiser, who died
on February 21, 2019.

“Whenever I think of you, I give God thanks.”
Philippians 1:3

Thank you for all the wonderful birthday and Christmas
cards. Wishing you all a very Happy New Year.

Thank you for your generous donation of beautiful handmade hats, gloves, and scarves. The items will certainly
be put to good use this season by some of the students at
Tri-Community Elementary School. We are very
appreciative of your generosity. We wish you the very
best this holiday season.
Sincerely, Staff of Try-C Elementary
Robin Edwards, School Counselor

Love, Mary Miller
Many thanks for all the cards and blessings. It's nice to be
remembered. I have a nice apartment, friends, activities
and good food … a "Happy Place" Special thanks to the
preschool kids for the candy cane card. Best to all!
Love, Zoe Mumford

On behalf of the board and staff of Neighborhood Center
of the UMC, we want to thank you for the hats, gloves
and scarves for the children. Your gift comes at a critical
time, as we continue to provide a safe place for our
children year round. Thank you for helping us to fulfill our
mission of Better Lives, Better Community, Better
Harrisburg.
Sincerely, Kyla Harvey, Executive Director

I wish to thank you for your prayers, cards, visits, and
calls following my surgery. I am coming along. It is a slow
process. Without your support I probably would not be as
far along as I am. Thanks to Pastor Les for his visits.
Thanks to all, George Zimmerman
Thank you so much for the lovely cards and kind words of
sympathy. It has been so lonely since we lost Tony and it
was good to hear from you. Please keep me in your
prayers. I feel so lucky to have caring folks like you.

Dear God's Hands @ Work,
Thank you so much for all the time and effort you all put
into the things you made for our babies. They are still a
bit big but we will be sure to send pics when we can! You
are very appreciated and I can't believe you thought of us
all the way across the U.S.
Cia, Ishmael, and the triplets

Peace and love, Lynne Maure
Thank you so much for your recent donation to Bethesda
Mission of $773. Please know that your support is a
crucial part of what sustains the Mission and impacts the
lives of men, women and children every day. May God
richly bless your ministry - thanks for your faithful
partnership in God's amazing work at Bethesda!

It is with deepest appreciation and humility that we
express our gratitude to you for the generous and
meaningfully vital gift of $858.65 to allow people here
and around the world to receive care and support
through 'Someone To Tell It To'. Thank you so much for
including Someone To Tell It To as a mission for
September.
Michael Gingerich and Thomas Kaden

Blessings, Scott Dunwoody
It is with a full and grateful heart that I say 'Thank
You' for your ongoing generosity towards our kiddos!
You are changing lives in Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe and
Congo and we are so blessed because of you. A joyous
2019!
Tanya, African Foundation for Children w/AIDs
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It's hard to believe our school year is coming to an end. At the
beginning of March, we will celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss.
Our read-a-thon will take place on Friday, March 1st. We will then
review nursery rhymes and practice making our own rhymes.
Mrs. Wagner's class will take a field trip to Karns to shop for
supplies we will use in our monthly cooking activity. We will
spend the rest of the month learning about the season of Spring. This will include animals, bugs and flowers.
During the month of April, we will focus on the story of Easter. The rest of the school year will be spent learning
about weather, families and preparing for Summer.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Friday, March 1: Read-a-thon
Wednesday, May 22: Sub sale pick up.
You can order subs on your Sunday Connection Card.
Friday, May 24: Spring Concert and Graduation Picnic
Charlton Preschool present their Christmas program.

2019-2020 REGISTRATION
Registration for the upcoming school year is NOW OPEN!
Encourage your friends and family with 3, 4 and young 5 year
olds to schedule a tour. Please advise them to register as soon as
possible to reserve a place for their child. Our 4 year old Pre-K
class fills up very quickly! You can download a registration form
online at CharltonPreschool.com, or stop in the church office
and pick one up.
Children enjoy their Farm Show week theme.

One of the easiest ways you can help support Charlton
Preschool, a ministry of Charlton Church, is by purchasing gift
cards for Giant Foods, Karns Foods and Weis Markets. You
may purchase gift cards on Sunday mornings at the Welcome
Desk, in the church office, or by contacting Laurie Smith, who
is coordinating this program. Checks should be payable to Charlton
Church.
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Kid’s Night Out is our monthly
outreach to our community, and is
for children age 3 through 10. The
gatherings run from 6:30 to 8 pm.

This is our weekly gathering for children in

Special thanks to all of our
volunteers this year!

preschool through 5th grade. We meet
Sunday mornings from 9:40 am until 10:50

March 8th — Be Like Jesus!

am. Children age 5 and older are invited to

April 12th — Easter story

join the children’s choir that rehearses from

May 10th — End of School Year Party!

9:40 to 9:55 am. The Preschool children
have a time of singing as part of their
lesson.

EGG HUNT

The children of KIDs Club will once again be

Saturday,
April 20

visiting and presenting a program to the
residents of Homeland Center on March 17.

Activites begin
at 10:30 am

The end of the school year party and

Egg Hunt begins
at 11:00 am

graduation will be held on Sunday, May 19.

2019 SPRING

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

Sundays, 3rd and 17th
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm

Sunday, 7th
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm

End of Year Party
To be scheduled

Sunday, 28th
Mission Project @ 1:00 pm
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CHARLTON CHURCH
A United Methodist Community

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ
for the Transformation of the World

5920 Jonestown Road
Harrisburg, PA 17112
www.CharltonChurch.org

Rev. Dr. Les Towsey
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Charles J. Kaufmann

Pastor
pastorles@CharltonChurch.org

Director of Worship Arts
chuck@CharltonChurch.org

Trish Wagner

Debra Hughes

Preschool Director
preschool@CharltonChurch.org

Caroline Allen

Mark Malone

Office Hours are 9AM to 3PM
Monday-Thursday, Closed Fridays

Marianne Eagle

Office Administrator
office@CharltonChurch.org

Wendy Criste

Nursery Attendant

Nursery Attendant

Marcy Miller

Administrative Council chairperson
churchcouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Trustee chairperson
trustees@CharltonChurch.org

717.545.2000
office@charltonchurch.org

Ministry Council chairperson
ministrycouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Greg Smith

Finance chairperson
finance@CharltonChurch.org

Kay Lengle

SPRC chairperson
sprc@CharltonChurch.org

Want to keep up-to-date on what’s happening at Charlton Church?

Be sure to ‘like’ our page at www.Facebook.com/charltonchurch
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