“Historically Speaking” - Winter 2016-17
“Celebrating 40 Years 1976 – 2016”
As 2016 comes to a close, we reflect on what an exciting year it has been as we celebrated the 40th
Anniversary of the founding of the Collingwood and District Historical Society. Thank you to everyone that
was able to join us this year at our monthly meetings and at our special Anniversary Celebration on April 4 th.
With your continued support and membership, the CDHS can look forward to another eventful and successful year in 2017 as we prepare to celebrate Canada’s 150th Anniversary.

A Message from the CDHS Board
A little more than a year ago in December 2015, the
Board of Directors of the Collingwood and District
Historical Society met to review the events of the
previous twelve months and to consider a plan of
operation for the coming year. In retrospect, this now
appears to have been an appropriate and rather wise
course of action for the Board to have taken at that
time.
At this meeting, which took place on December 3rd,
and at which all of the then active Board Members
were present, the Board discussed at length its own
structure and operation, the individual and collective
responsibilities of its remaining members, the program
of meetings and activities that was in place for the
2016 year, and the then current financial position of the
Society. The Society’s membership and the state of its
communications activities, as well as several special
events that had been planned for the year were
reviewed in detail. The results of this meeting were
instrumental in setting the direction for this past year
and will, in some ways, serve to set the direction for
2017.
Continued on Page 2
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

Continued from page 1

The Board of Directors is pleased to report
that in the year in which it celebrated its
40th Anniversary, expectations were
dramatically exceeded; its program of
meetings, the Society’s major activity,
attracted a total audience of 682 members
and guests with an average attendance of
97 people per meeting. This success is
largely due in to the quality of speakers
and presentations at the meetings. The
Society ended the year with a membership
of 138 people - the largest membership in
its forty year history! The Board is most
appreciative of the support received during
this past year from various individuals and
organizations and gratefully acknowledges
the strong continuing interest and enthusiasm of the membership.
The Collingwood and District Historical
Society and its Board of Directors offer to
all its members and friends the very best
wishes for a happy and prosperous New
Year. We look forward to seeing everyone
in 2017!
Bruce A. Mackison, Past President
40th Anniversary DVD
THROUGH THE YEARS

At the 40th Anniversary meeting on April 4th
2016, there was a special video presentation of
``Through the Years``, a look back at the history

and highlights of the CDHS from its inception
in 1976. If you would like copy of the DVD, it
is available for sale at the CDHS monthly
meetings for $7.00
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Remembering Those Who Served
On November 7th, the Collingwood and District Historical Society held its annual
Remembrance Day meeting. Opening remarks were delivered by Rev. Ian Stuart
who paid tribute to the courage and sacrifice of those who served their country
during times of war, military conflict and peace.
Guest speaker Major John Fisher then gave a most interesting and informative history of the Grey and Simcoe Foresters who are celebrating 150 years this year. Many
guests stayed after the meeting to speak with Major Fisher and to receive an
autographed copy of "The Grey & Simcoe Foresters - A Soldier's Concise Guide to
Regimental History".
The CDHS would also like to acknowledge the contributions of Margaret Birnie for
her efforts as a code technician during World War II. Margaret is a former Board
member and Treasurer of the Society and in 2012 she was the recipient of the
Bletchley Park Commemorative Badge that recognized her service as a wireless
operator at the Cloverdale Station near Moncton New Brunswick.

At the January 12th meeting of the CDHS,
George Daniels gave a very informative and
entertaining talk to a near sell-out crowd on
his adventures as a bush pilot in Central and
Northern Ontario and also spoke about the
rich history of aviation in the South Georgian
Bay area. George was kind enough to secure 6 door prizes for the evening, including
a half-hour Discovery Flight Certificate from
Genesis Flight Centre.

CDHS Member Takes Flight!

CDHS member Sonia Fuller was the lucky
winner of the flight certificate and on July
30th, she and her companion Jennifer
Spencer took to the skies in an amazing
flying adventure!
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Executive of the
Collingwood and District
Historical Society

Social Time

Officers for 2016-2017

Meeting Cancellation Policy If one of our meetings has to be can-

Past President-Bruce Mackison
Vice President – Glenn Copeland
Secretary—Kathryn Scott
Membership/Treasurer – Joan
Miller

Coffee and cookies are provided at our meetings. We invite
members and guests to stay at the completion of our meetings
and enjoy a social time.
celled due to inclement weather or conditions beyond our control,
notice of cancellation will be by telephone and/or email and the
general public by radio announcement. In addition, a notice will
be placed on the main door of the Leisure Time Club. A notice
will also be posted on our Facebook Page(s). If there is a last minute cancellation by a speaker, everything possible will be done
to have the meeting take place as scheduled.

Meetings begin at 7 pm— at the Leisure Time Club,
Minnesota St., Collingwood, ON.

Members at Large:

All upcoming meetings are listed on our website:
Historicallyspeakingcdhs.ca and on Facebook

Selby Boyd
Betty Donaher
Irene Pradyszczuk
Susan Warner
Any thoughts, ideas or suggestions helpful to our society
please pass them on to an

If you are in need of transportation to attend a CDHS
meeting, please phone 705-446-1820 or 705-445-1119
and a ride will be arranged for you.
Newsletters – Anyone with an article for a future CDHS newsletter,
please forward the item to Newsletter Editor, Irene Pradyszczuk at
email:
jazikids@hotmail.com

executive member

What’s happening in March...

Please note that the Guest fee for
regular CDHS meetings is $5.00

March 6 Meeting: “The Petun: The People of the Hills”. Pat Raible, author
and historian and Carole Stuart, Coordinator of Local History and Genealogy
at the Collingwood Public Library will provide an appreciative look at the
First Nations people who lived in this locality 400 years ago.

Memberships are due in January each year – If you have not already renewed your membership for 2017, won’t you please do so now.
We thank you for your continued support of the CDHS!
Please be advised that there will no longer be a couples membership price effective January 1, 2017.
To become a member of the Collingwood and District Historical Society, or renew your membership, please complete this application.
Name:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Address:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
Tel #:………………………………..

Email: ……………………………………………….

Membership: Single ($20.00)………………………………………………………………...
Corporate ($30.00)……………………………………………………………….
I would be interested in working with the Society in areas pertaining to:
[_] Programs [_] Special Events [_] Publicity [_] Membership [_] Other
Please mail with cheque or money order to: Collingwood & District Historical Society, Box 181 Collingwood, ON. L9Y 3Z5
Payment can also be made at our regular meeting
“Supported by a grant from the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport”
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