FIRST RESBYTERIAN CHURCH
December 24, 2016
Children of God embracing our call to share the Good News of the Gospel through worship, fellowship, and open doors _______________________________________________________________________________________________ CHRISTMAS EVE
Gathering Around the Word
Prelude & Lighting of the Candles 

Welcome, Announcements, 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Glory to you, almighty God, for you sent your only-begotten Son, that we might have new life. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for you became flesh and dwelt among us that we might become your people. 

Glory to you, Holy Spirit, for you direct and rule our lives. 

Glory to you, almighty God, and to your Son, Jesus Christ, and to the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
Sentence of Scripture
    
            
    Titus 2:11, 14
For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. He gave his life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally committed to doing good deeds. 
*Introit   

O Come, All Ye Faithful

   #145
Call to Worship





Psalm 80 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. 
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
*Hymn
Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
   #124
First CandleCandle #1









      Lori and Meredith
Do you want to read the Christmas Story from Matthew?
Sure, I am always up for a good story.
Here it is, starting at chapter 1, verse 1. A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham: 
Wait, what is a genealogy?  Is that the story of the various people who have rubbed Aladdin's lamp?
No.  It is the story of who cam from who.  Jesus, the Messiah's birth that we celebrate this night is a son of David and a son of Abraham.
Can't he only be one person's son?
Oh, I see where you are confused.  It is the father, grandfather, type thing.  So Abraham is Jesus' grandfather to the 42nd degree and David to the 28th degree.
Ok, I get it.
Can I go on?
Yes, go on.
Abraham was the father of Isaac, 

Isaac the father of Jacob, 

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 


Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, 
Wait, I thought you said this was a father, grandfather type thing!  Isn't Tamar a woman?  
Yes, she is, and she was one who had to to through all kinds of trials to bring Perez and Zerah into the world.  But with God's help, she was able to do it.  Can I go on?
Yes, go on.
Perez the father of Hezron, 

Hezron the father of Ram, 
4
Ram the father of Amminadab, 

Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 

Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
5
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, 
Another woman?! Wasn't she a foreigner of questionable professional activities?
Yes, but God worked through her and changer her life and the life of her people, as she helped the spies for Israel live as they searched out Jericho.

It continues

Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, 
I know Ruth, she has a whole book written about her.  That story eventually works out as well, but by God's grace.
From there, it picks up a little,

Obed the father of Jesse, 
6
and Jesse the father of King David. 
Ah, King David!  The man after God's own heart.  The King that unified all of the tribes.  Could things get any better.
Well, David's reign had it's hiccups and things did go down hill from there.

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife, 
Well, that had to cause some scandal!  
It did!  It almost took David down with it.  But he sought God's forgiveness and was repentant.  He was able to carry on as King, but was not able to build God's temple.
Yeah, Solomon was asked to do that.
Yes, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 

Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 

Abijah the father of Asa, 
8
Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, 

Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, 

Jehoram the father of Uzziah, 
9
Uzziah the father of Jotham, 

Jotham the father of Ahaz, 

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
10
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, 

Manasseh the father of Amon, 

Amon the father of Josiah, 
11
and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. 
That is a long list, but didn't most of those Kings do a lousy job?
Yes, that is why the list ends in Exile to Babylon.
Makes sense to me
Well, then After the exile to Babylon: 

Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, 

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 
13
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, 

Abiud the father of Eliakim, 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 
14
Azor the father of Zadok, 

Zadok the father of Akim, 

Akim the father of Eliud, 
15
Eliud the father of Eleazar, 

Eleazar the father of Matthan, 

Matthan the father of Jacob, 
Who are all of these people and why do I care about them?
Give me a second and it will all make sense.
16
and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, 
Oh yeah, I know them.  
of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 
Wait, wasn't Joseph the father of Jesus.  It says that he is only the husband of Mary.  And Mary bore Jesus, who we call Christ or Messiah.
Yes, in case the previous four cases of women mentioned earlier did not tip you off, God has been interacting in this story throughout in unique ways to bring his plan to fruition.  As we read through the story tonight and light the remaining candles, we will see how the Father has been faithful in pulling together the generations to respond to his will, so that his promises to Abraham and David are fulfilled.
You mean the promises of blessings to all nations and a king over all nations?
Yes, those blessings.  The father worked very hard, bringing in people we would not expect to be a part of this great work.  Foreigners who did not have the best moral or physical history, were still used by God to bring this plan to fruition.
That is why we light this first candle then, for the faithful promises of the father? 

(LIGHT SHORTEST PURPLE CANDLE)
Yes, for thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ.  
Kind of an N shaped movement then, building from Abraham to David, falling from David to Exile, and then building back up from the exile to the appearance of the Christ.
*Hymn      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
  #123 v. 1,2
Call to Confession
Come just as you are. Come to meet Jesus.
As Mary and Joseph welcomed strangers and a host of heavenly guests to the stable,

so God welcomes us with open arms.

In these silent moments, give yourself over to the counsel of God

as we confess our failings and shortcomings.

God loves us  His Son here is proof of this. God is listening, let us confess together followed by a moment of silent individual confession…
Prayer of Confession




        Unison

Your grace, O God, has appeared for the salvation of all, calling us to renounce false gods and irresponsible love. In the midst of our sin, Christ has appeared as a sign of our hope, redeeming us and calling us to be a people eager to do your will. Make us zealous for good deeds in response to your wonderful deed in Jesus Christ. We confess the vain worship of ourselves and our neglect of your children. Forgive us and empower us to live upright and righteous lives in this world. 
Moment of Silence


I invite you to assure each other of our innocence before God, because of Jesus Christ, as we sing, Joy to the World.

*Hymn


Joy to the World

   #125
Second Candle Candle #2









     
  Si and Sheryl
Our story picks up, as we move into the direct work of the Holy Spirit on the life of Joseph and Mary and their marriage relationship.  Matthew tells us the story this way.

18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

How often do we hear that the Holy Spirit is here in the birth of the child, in addition to the Father bringing this situation into being.  This was not a solo mission for Jesus, but a team mission for the Trinity.  Mary is found to be pregnant, because of the work of the Holy Spirit.  

An angel reminds Joseph and us to not be afraid.  We are not to be afraid, because the Spirit is at work, both in Jospeh and Mary's life, and ours.  Bringing the reality of a Savior present alive and at work in our lives more and more each day.  

It is this light burning bright in our lives that leads us to light the second candle. 

(LIGHT NEXT SHORTEST  PURPLE CANDLE)
Responsive Reading    Job 33:4; John 6:63; Rom. 8:11
The Spirit of God has made me; 
the breath of the Almighty gives me life. 
 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. 
The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 
he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to our mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in us. 
*Hymn 
  O Little Town of Bethlehem
            #141
Third CandleCandle #3








  Grandma Ginny and Shirley
We light the third candle, because the work of the Father and the Holy Spirit comes to us in the Good News of Jesus.  Joseph had considered the natural course of things, but the angel intervened sharing this good news with Joseph

But after he had considered divorcing Mary quietly, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
Jesus is our key to be able to join in any of the work that the Triune God is doing.  For he saves us from our sins.  Not the sins of the human race, or our forefathers, or our enemies.  But our sins.  The things that you and I do to separate us from God's love.
That is why we rejoice this pink candle, which is lit on the third Sunday normally, as a sign of joy, for the good news given to us. 

(LIGHT PINK CANDLE)

This Son of Mary's is the next step in the work of God that was in action in the calling of Abraham to be the Father of the Nations and David to be the King.  It is now completed in Jesus coming to save the people from their sins.
Responsive Reading 
Be not afraid, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy for all the people. 
For to us is born a savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
When the goodness and loving-kindness of God our savior appeared, he saved us. 
This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
So that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
God’s grace has appeared for the salvation of all. 
*Hymn       Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
   #133
Fourth CandleCandle #4










             Josette
If we are saved from our sins, it means that there is no longer a barrier between us and God.  The Prophet Isaiah yearned for that day when there would no longer be a barrier between the people and God.  Matthew sees this coming into reality with Jesus' birth, life, death, and resurrection.  By the time that Matthew writes his gospel, he has realized what the people saw while Jesus was there.  That God was with them. 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 
That Immanuel had come.  So these beginning words set up what will be a clear conclusion by the end of the Gospel, when the solider at the crucifixion says, “Surely, this man was the Son of God.”  God's presence continues to the last word of the gospel, as Jesus promises to be God with us until the end of days as he concludes the great commission with, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)
We light the fourth candle, 

(LIGHT 4TH PURPLE CANDLE)

completing the outer circle, because the Triune God has done all that is necessary for us to be part of God's work in the world.  The Father has given us promises and fulfilled them.  The Holy Spirit has worked in Mary conceiving a child, just as the Spirit did for all the other women in the Genealogy, Jesus came to save us from our sins.  In doing so, God has been with us.  So what is there left to do?  Well, there is still one more candle.
*Hymn
  Lo! How a Rose E'er Blooming 
   #160
Proclaiming the Word
Gospel Reading 



 Matthew 1:24-25
Message

Wake Up, Step Out, and Name It!  Sermon
Our story concludes with a nice neat denouement 


or bow on top.wrap up.  

“When Joseph woke up, 

he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him 



and took Mary home as his wife. 



But he had no union with her 




until she gave birth to a son. 

And he gave him the name Jesus.”

This seems so simple, 


that we might miss out on the great calling for you and I that exists in these words.  

On this night, 


when we are to focus intently on Jesus, 


we must not miss the response of the obedient Joseph.  

As with all characters in the nativity story, 


they are responding to God's great and mighty acts.  

For our wisemen that we will discuss tomorrow, 


they respond to God's putting of a star in the sky.  

For our Shepherds in Luke's gospel, 


they respond to the angels in the sky.  

For Mary, 


she responds to the Angel meeting her face to face.

Joseph was given what must have been 


numerous twists and turns in this saga.  

He starts out, being engaged to Mary, 


since they were both probably children.  

The day comes when the relationship moves to the next level, 


the betrothal, 

where they both put their consent to what their parents had plotted.  


This betrothal was to last a whole year.  

But not to long into it, 


Mary is aware that she is with child.  

Eventually, 


she breaks the news to Joseph.  

How Joseph reacts, 


we do not know.  



For we do not have any dialogue from Joseph at all 




in any of the stories.  

We do know he considers ending it quietly, 


because he is a righteous man.  

His righteous is seen in two directions.  


We see his faithfulness to God's concerns and will 



going vertically.  


But we also see his concerns for Mary, 



going horizontally.  

So as to not totally disgrace her, 


he plans to do all of this queitly.

But then the angel comes 


and reinforces what Mary has told him.  

So now comes the question, 


with all of this information, 



what does Joseph do?  

I see him doing three things 


and not doing one thing.

Joseph wakes up, 

takes Mary as his wife, 

and gives him the name Jesus.  

The one thing he does not do, 


is have union with Mary 



until after Jesus is born.  

These are all very human tasks.  


Hopefully we all get to wake up at least once a day.  

If you have a newborn, 


Joseph will become really good at waking up.  

But why does Matthew put emphasis on this waking up?  


It is not because everyone is asleep from the reading of the genealogy, 



that is spell binding stuff, 


like when you find out someone in town is related to someone else, 



that livens up conversations quickly.  

Matthew emphasizes this, 


because we tend to live in a dream world, 



ignoring that God is at work in great and mighty ways.  

Paul tells the Roman church, 


“And do this, 



understanding the present time. 


The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, 



because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 



The night is nearly over; 




the day is almost here. 


So let us put aside the deeds of darkness 



and put on the armor of light.”  

We want to keep our blinders on, 


do our own thing, 


and let life pass us by.  

Many of our carols tonight speak of how silently God came into the world.  


God does not send a tweet for every thought and action he has to his followers.  


God does not hold a press conference.  

He works quietly in the lives of those around us, 


changing, 


shaping, 


molding their lives to respond to him more and more each day.  

If we are not paying attention, 


the world will have changed and we will not know.  

The Ephesians were also warned of this situation 


when Paul reminds them that they were meant to live in the light 


instead of the darkness, 



and tells them, 


““Wake up, 



O sleeper, 


rise from the dead, 



and Christ will shine on you.”  

There is life to be lived for all of us.  


Things that will change our world in a heartbeat.  



We just need to wake up 



and live into them.

One of those places that hopefully brings life to us is marriage


or even relationships with one another.  

Joseph married Mary after he woke up.  


Instead of jumping out of the relationship when it got complicated, 



Joseph followed the angels words, 




stopped being afraid, 



and took Mary as his wife, 




even if it meant possible shame or questions.  

He knew that his life would be harder to explain, 


that the nice clean black and white lines just became smeared, 



but he was a righteous man.  

Part of that righteousness means being obedient to God.  


God had shown divine grace to Joseph, 


by confirming Mary's situation to him.  

But this still required human responsibility.  


This grace of God 



did not cancel Joseph's responsible actions, 


but instead enabled it.  

When we stand at the edge of a precipice, 


knowing that the next step leads to a major life change, 

know that God's grace is there to help you through 


and will help you to carry out the responsible actions.

One of those responsible actions 


was temporarily refraining from the rights and privileges 



as a fully married man.  

Joseph, 


in entering fully into marriage with Mary, 



was now in possession of the rights of the marital bed.  

But just because we have rights, 


does not mean it is always necessary to pursue those rights.  

Sometimes, 


it is a time to wait.  

In this case, 


Joseph did wait until after the birth of Jesus 



before he experienced that aspect of the joy of marriage.  

Now, 


a few venerable church doctrines hang on this sentence of scripture.  



Some to the chrurch's glory 



and some to its harm.  

But today, 


most scholars would conclude 


what scholars for the first 350 years concluded,  



that the word “until” 




in “until the child was born,” 



would lead us to understand that Mary and Joseph were intimate after Jesus' birth 


and Mary was not a virgin for all her life.  

There are many instances in scripture that would support this, 


and the explanations to dismiss them rely on weak evidence.

The final thing that Joseph did, 


he named the child Jesus.  

Even with the Angel's confirmation hearing, 


this still took great faith for Joseph to do.  

For in doing so, 


no matter how scandalous Mary's actions seemed to the community around them, 

Joseph naming the child 


meant that he was willing to walk beside Mary in the scandal of Jesus' birth.  



Mary had community in her husband Joseph.  

It also meant that Jesus had a father in this world.  

The blessing of being a father is great!  


There are moments that led up to it that I would not want to give up.  

But I know a number of friends who have adopted 


and their love and care for their child 



is on the same level as mine.  

They have to lay down their lives to bring this child into the world


 and keep it alive, 


just like I do.  



Joseph does the same.  

In naming Jesus, 


he adopts Jesus 


and claims him as his own son.  

Thus, 


Joseph connects Jesus back into the promises of David and Abraham, 



connecting Jesus into the family 



and story of God 




that Israel had been living all along.  

Joseph's naming of Jesus 


enables Jesus to be able to claim that 



he is the fulfillment of David's line 




that will sit on the throne forever.  



That he is the fulfillment of Abraham's calling 




to be a blessing to all nations.  

Without Joseph's obedient response to God's grace, 


the plan that God has been working on since Adam and Eve left the garden 



would be knocked off track.  

So without saying a word, 

but by actions only, 


Matthew tells us that Joseph gave him the name Jesus.  

The plan to save us from our sins was on track, 


because Joseph woke up, 


took Mary as his wife, 


and named the child within her Jesus, 



taking him as his own son, 




even if he was not part of the conception, 



he was able to be part of the birth.  


Which is one of the most amazing things that we can ever be a part of.  

Responding to the Word
*Hymn


One Small Child 

   #164
Christ Candle Lighting5th  CANDLE 


Lisa, Ryan, and Eva
Let us wake up, 

take bold steps in our life, 

and give the one we are depending on to save us from our sins the name Jesus, 


instead of self, 


money, 


fame, 


politics, 


family 


or idols.  

Instead, 


the common name of man, 



Jesus or Joshua, 




will leave us changed 




and ready to respond obediently to God's grace in our lives.

For when we wake up, 


we can respond to the needs of those around us.  

Sometimes they scream and cry until we wake up.  

At other times, 


they come into our lives silently 



and if we are sleeping, 




we will miss them.
When we take bold steps, 


our worlds change in ways that call us to be more shaped like Christ.  



Which means serving others 




instead of ourselves.  



Providing for others 




instead of just ourselves.  

Knowing that trials will come, 


but God will be there to walk us through them.

We will then find ourselves being part of the great creation mandate, 


naming what we have created.  

Finding a name for what God does in our lives is a great responsibility.  


It will shape how we look at things in the world.  

So let us wake up, 

take bold steps, 

and be amazed at what God has allowed us to create, 


because we are free from our sins 


and God is with us, 



working to conceive new things in us through the Holy Spirit, 



so that God's promises and plans can come to full fruition.
We light this fifth candle, 


the Christ Candle, (LIGHT WHITE CANDLE)
proclaiming that God had done all of this in the life of Joseph 

and in our lives as well.  

And he has done it silently, 


without the majority of the world taking notice.  

So let us close together singing Silent Night, #147

Sending Out With the Word
*Hymn 


Silent Night

    
  #147
(Please form a circle around the sanctuary so that the light of Christ can be passed around) 
Silent night! Holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child 

Holy infant so tender and mild 

sleep in heavenly peace! 


Silent night! holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight

glories stream from heaven afar 

heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah 

Christ the Savior is born! 

Silent night! holy night! 

Son of God love's pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth.
Postlude
*= All who are able are invited to stand.
Life in the Body 
Christmas Eve Soup:  Following the service, please join us across the street for soup and warm drinks around the fire.  Should begin around 10 p.m.
Christmas Day Worship:  We will be one of the few places open on Christmas Day this year, as we gather to worship tomorrow morning at 11 am.  Please join us.
Sunday School:  We resume Sunday School after Christmas Break on January 8th.  
Prodigal God:  We will begin a new 6 week study on Tuesday, January 10th on Luke 15.  We will be using Tim Keller's book the Prodigal God to lead the discussion.  Reading the book is not necessary, but helpful.  Please let Ryan know if you would like a copy.
This Week

Saturday:
Christmas Eve Soup 10 p.m.
Sunday:
Christmas Day 

 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Tuesday:
Women's Prayer

Sunday:
New Year's Day



Morning Worship w/ Communion  11 a.m.



Fellowship 12:05

We are on the Web! 
www.fpcskagway.org
www.eco-pres.org 

rmandevi@gmail.com 
(907) 983-2260 or (907) 973-2042

Pastor Ryan Mandeville

