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Welcome to our Visitors. You are our honored
guests. Please fill out a visitor’s card and let us know
if you have any questions about our congregation.

Bro. Jonathan West is our guest speaker today.

Sermon Title: Zaccheus and the Simple Power of
Love
Scripture Reading: Luke 19:1-10

Serving Today
Song Leader: Jimmy Wilson
Opening Prayer: Ken Lathrop
Scripture Reading: Austin Bruce
Communion:

— Lead: Jerry Sirmans

— Assisting: Ben Blaylock

—  Side: McMorris Tater

— Side: Tom Lester
Closing Prayer: Michael Parker Sr.
Usher: Ken Lathrop

Today’s Song Service
- 394

- 302

— 166 (Communion)

— 454 (Sermon)

— 263 (Invitation)

Announcements

— Maggie Ortega placed membership
with our congregation last Sunday.
We welcome Maggie to our church
family

—  The Member Directory is on the
table in the foyer. Please review and
make any required changes.
Contact Kim Blaylock if you need
a new picture.

— The next Chicken Supper at the
Mt. Dora Christian Academy &
Children’s Home will be held on
January 29, 4-7 PM.

— 2015 Income Tax. See Roger
Weaver if you need documentation
for your 2015 contributions.

Sunday: 9:30 AM Bible Class
10:30 AM Worship
Wednesday: 7 PM Bible Class

Continuing Prayer List

Susan Dinsmore
David Marion
Deb Taylor

Tillie Johnson
Tom Forrester

— Genny Naugle

—  Toby Scavotto

—  Corrine Jacobsen
- Gwen Means

— Ann Clark

- Wyona Howard Erma Barr

—  Craig Cannaday Jackie Cannaday
— Maggie McDonald and Maggie’s Mother
— Buddy Williams Brenda Summers

Prayer Requests

— Yvonne Parker — Surgery on Tuesday

— Donna Brown — Hasn’t been feeling well

— McMorris Tater — Recovering from leg injury

— Tom Lester — Ongoing health issues

—  Suzy Wilkerson — Back pain

— lwana Smith — Ongoing health issues

— Vernon Means — Recovering from surgery

— Jerry Trotter — Friend of Donna Brown. In rehab
for health problems. Wife recently passed away.

Event Calendar

February 8t — Ladies’ Bible Class, 7 PM
March 27t — Potluck Luncheon after services

Upcoming Birthdays

January 29t — Pat Miller
February 7th — Andrew Yoches
February 13" — Jake Weaver
February 16" — Trudy Dawkins
February 15" — Sally Westover
February 18" — Opal Grissom
February 20" — Ann Clark
February 25" — Steve Dinsmore

TWO MARKS OF
A CHRISTIAN
GIVING AND

FORGIVING
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If We Don’t Forgive, We’re Paralyzed

“And Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Please come
near to me.” So they came near. Then he said: ‘|
am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into
Egypt. But now, do not therefore be grieved or
angry with yourselves because you sold me
here; for God sent me before you to preserve
life” (Genesis 45:4,5).

AS IMPORTANT AS IT IS TO MAKE
FORWARD PROGRESS, WE OFTEN PUT
OURSELVES IN A POSITION WHERE IT’S
IMPOSSIBLE TO DO SO. We paralyze
ourselves by failing to forgive. Having done little
to rid our hearts of resentment, we find that our
minds do little but replay the past. Energy that
should be spent building a better future is
wasted debating our case and demanding
apologies.

But consider Joseph. His brothers had sold him
into slavery, an act that was not only unjust but
treacherously so. He might have spent the rest
of his life looking for a chance to settle the score
for this grievance, but instead he was eager to
extend forgiveness as soon as possible. What
can we learn from him?

To forgive others, we don’t have to wait until
they seek our forgiveness. When Joseph
forgave his brothers, they had done little to show
that their sorrow was of a godly sort, and they
certainly had not asked for his forgiveness. Yet
Joseph saw the wisdom of extending his
forgiveness unilaterally and unconditionally.

To forgive others, we don’t have to wait until
they have received God'’s forgiveness. Our
forgiveness and God'’s forgiveness are two
different things. To open the path to progress in
our own lives, we may need to go ahead and
forgive someone as Joseph did. God’s
forgiveness, however, has some conditions
attached to it, and two of these are godly sorrow
and repentance (2 Corinthians 7:8-10). It may be
a long time after we have forgiven someone
before they seek God'’s forgiveness and receive
it on His terms. During this time, we can release
the part of the debt that is owed to us. We can
simply turn the matter over to God, to be dealt
with in His time (1 Peter 4:19). He can be
counted on to do what is perfectly right.

Granted, there are times when it’'s wise to await
the other person’s repentance before God

(Matthew 18:15-17; Luke 15:11-32), but even in
these instances we can still let go of ill will and
focus on reaching forward. When it comes to
crooked things, it's a lot easier to straighten out
those in the future than those in the past.

“It is the act of forgiveness that opens up the
only possible way to think creatively about the
future at all” (Desmond Wilson).

Word Points by Gary Henry
Wordpoints.Com

Today’s Bible Question

Jesus says we should love our enemies and pray
for those who persecute us. Why?

So we may be forgiven of our sins

So we may show humility in our life

So we may be perfect as our heavenly Father
So we can heap coals on their head and make
them feel bad

oowp

I'D BETTER GET RID OF

\
THIS LOG AND GET THIS 32
TRAIN BACK ON TRACK
— )

Answer to Today’s Bible Question
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