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Summer in Sight

With spring break in the rearview mirror summer

is now quickly coming into sight.  It's been a wild

year full of challenges and flexibility, to say the

least.  As we approach the conclusion of this

school year though, we should each take a

moment to reflect on how much we've grown as

educators.  We have each been pushed to grow

and adapt, to learn new skills, to integrate more

technology into our work, and to find ways to

teach our students creatively and courageously.  

This issue of the GAMbit contains plenty of

information that can help you carry that

momentum into the summer and beyond.  Inside

you'll learn about upcoming workshops, art

integration activities, professional development,

and GAM's annual New Teacher Workshop for

those new to gifted education (please pass the

info along).  Have a great remainder of the year

and start of summer!
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President's Update
Meredith Wisniewski

 
 

Hello! By the time you read this you will be on the other side of spring break, heading towards
the final part of the school year. It has also officially been a year since Covid made its
presence known. It changed how we approach education, how we get our groceries, and how
we view everyday life. It’s taken permanent residence in our vocabulary, made itself right at
home in popular culture, and more. It’s even become a recurring theme in my thoughts to
you. So, I think it’s time to give it a little break. Spring has sprung (hopefully -- this is Missouri,
after all), which is always a good time to look at things anew. 

I am active on Twitter (both personally and on behalf of GAM), and this year I have connected
with teachers from all over the country. Their anecdotes about the day in, day out of the
classroom can have me howling with laughter one minute and reflecting deeply the next.
Although not all of the educators I follow are part of gifted programs, the similarities are
absolutely there.  Seeing the clever quips and brutal honesty from both teachers and
students always brings me back to reality. It is a place where success is shared, frustrations
are vented, and the realities of our world are debated. It’s not always an easy place to be, but
it always leaves me with affirmation that my feelings are valid. I’ve learned so much from
people I only know by username or profile picture, and it can be refreshing to see an outside
perspective. Connection is key, and GAM hopes to provide that to all of you.

There are so many gifted students, parents, and teachers across the state doing amazing
things in their classrooms, at contests, in their communities. This issue of the GAMbit will
recognize a few of these individuals, but just know that we see all of you! Awesomeness
comes in many forms, and all of them deserve recognition. The GAMbit is a longstanding
tradition, and we want to use it as a place for celebration. Is something happening in your
district or program that you want to shout from the rooftops? If so, let us bring the
megaphone! Sharing good news from around the state can provide us a little reassurance,
some good cheer, and a reminder that you’ve got a whole community out there. We’d love to
hear from you!

Thank you for all you do.

Meredith Wisniewski
 

























Award & Scholarship
Winners

I N T R O D U C I N G  O U R  2 0 2 0

Vicky Bennett Distinguished Student Award:  
Grace Lepin

 
Grace Lepin is a student at the Northland Innovation Center in
North Kansas City. Her teacher says: "During my time with Grace I
have experienced an individual who works hard, and carries
herself in a polite, respectable manner." Grace is a ballet dancer,
and she writes: "Dance has impacted me by teaching me the
importance of hard work, attention to detail, and that kindness
really does apply to everything." One of her dreams is to attend
Julliard, although she is also considering studying law, fashion
design, or astronomy. Harvard, the Fashion Institute of
Technology, or Julliard would all be lucky to have her.

Dede Smith Friend of Gifted Award:  
Alexandra Forgerson

 
Alexandra Forgerson is a traveling teacher for gifted students in
Rockwood; she teaches gifted classes at Rockwood South
Middle School and serves as a gifted resource counselor at
Rockwood Summit High School. As her supporters write: "She
doesn't just teach her students -- she enables and nurtures
their talents." 
"Ms. Forgerson connects to her students on a personal level
and generates an energy of enthusiasm that affects all of her
students in her class."  
“Ms. Forgerson continually demonstrates that she is a learning
leader who cares immensely about the well-being of our
students. Simply stated, she is without a doubt one of the most
dedicated and committed educators I have worked with."



Bob Roach New Teacher of Gifted Scholarship: 
Lauren Schroer

 
Lauren Schroer is a gifted teacher in the Raytown School District. As noted in her
professional biography, “Currently Lauren is completing her second year as a gifted educator
and doing so in a time when teaching has been totally reinvented. She has persevered
through these difficult times with professionalism and grace.”

As her supporters write: 
 "Much like Mr. Roach, Lauren is a gifted educator whose passion for gifted education is
infectious, and the gifted community benefits from her unwavering support." 
"Her personal experiences with siblings and other family members instilled a desire to speak
for gifted students and the 'hidden' challenges that can come with being gifted." 
"In these uncertain times, she is a certainty within the Raytown gifted community."

Norine Kerber Parent of Gifted Award:  
Aisha Hasan

 

Aisha Hasan is a parent whose children are part of the PEGS
Program in Lindbergh.Especially noteworthy is her passion for
STEM. She is appreciated for her initiative, her dedication to
learning, and her willingness to share with others. 

As her nomination noted: 
"She is passionate about girls in gifted education and supporting
the social outreach efforts of gifted students." 
“Aisha also highly values the partnership between parents and
teachers." 
 "Aisha's goal in all of her work is to provide the best learning
environment for all of our gifted students, regardless of age,
gender, or abilities."

 



Delma Johnson Outstanding Educator Award:
Nicole Gordon

 

Nicole Gordon is a teacher with Lindbergh School District. As her
coordinator writes, “Nicole is a rock star teacher who creates gifted
curricula that constantly blows me away in its creativity, deep rigor
of content, and high interest to students.”   Nicole herself notes
that although she stumbled into gifted education, “Education is
embedded in my DNA” -- her family is her inspiration.

Her nomination can be summarized by what one parent had to
say: “Nicole Gordon exemplifies what it means to be an Educator
of Gifted.”

 

Congratulations to
all our Award &

Scholarship
Recipients!

 















Congratulations to Natalie C. from Springfield Public Schools
for designing the winner of GAM's postcard contest!





The Missouri Scholars Academy: Challenge by Choice
By Ellie Schmidt

 

When I was a scholar at the '16 Missouri Scholars Academy, I remember being
unable to make it through the day without hearing the phrase, "challenge by
choice" at least once. The principle behind this phrase is simple enough: you'll
get exactly out of the Academy what you put in to it. And MSA challenged me
in ways I hadn't thought possible; it was my first prolonged experience away
from home, I had chosen a "major" largely unfamiliar to myself, and it was the
first time I became painfully aware that I was not the smartest student in the
room. (Everyone can benefit from a good reality check once in a while.) Yet
this experience is one that served me far longer than the three short weeks
the Academy takes place. In fact, all these years later, I am still in daily
correspondence with my peers and mentors from the Academy. 

I was challenged (and continue to be challenged) by MSA due to my choice to
be challenged by MSA - but I was afforded that choice due to outside financial
assistance. Were the Academy not fully funded by the state of Missouri during
my year, my financial situation at home would not have permitted me to
attend at all. Please consider being the reason that another student has the
choice to challenge themselves so deeply, so profoundly. All who walk away
from an experience like Missouri Scholars Academy will find themselves all the
better because of it.






