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Guest Speaker’s
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And
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Rosalie Shaffer is the President of the League of

Women Voters of Manatee County and

September 11th 2018, 11:30 AM

Vicki Waters of our own Democratic Women’s

4350 El Conquistador Pkwy

Club of Manatee County. The two of them will

Bradenton, FL

be discussing the up coming Amendments to

Please make your reservations by

the Florida Constitution being voted on in

Noon September 6th, 2018

November.

Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

It’s always wise to be familiar with the
amendments prior to stepping in the Voter’s

or email

Booth.

San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled
chicken, cold cuts, cheeses, bread and
cookie
Cost is $18.00
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PRESIDENT’S FALL MESSAGE
I hope everyone had a good rest over the summer months of June and July and
are ready to get a running start on the fall election. The orange man continues to
disrupt our American values and is slowly destroying our environment and doing
everything he can do to hurt all Americans.
We had a good size group of ladies and gentlemen attend our breakfast on the
beach. We also had 25 ladies show up to our Harrington House Tea Party. I
would like to thank my faithful summer people for attending.
Mary Duda will be in charge of the Women’s Equity luncheon on August 25th. We have a table of ladies
attending. I will be on vacation with my daughter, and am sorry, but will have miss it.
Our September meeting will begin the election year with Vicki Waters and Rosalie Schaffer discussing the
proposed Florida constitutional amendments. As of today, amendment number 13 has been removed by
the courts due to the wording of the amendment.
I will be attending the DWC Women’s Convention in Orlando in September and am just a little disappointed that I will be attending by myself. We could have had 8 ladies attend based on our membership numbers. It’s important to remember our club is more than just attending luncheons and listening to guest
speakers.
We will be having another Manatee County group meeting including the other Manatee County clubs and
caucuses on October 9th. This lands on the same day as our scheduled DWC meeting and will replace
our luncheon with a brunch at IMG at 10:00 am. Please try to arrive by 9:30 am. Jami Heye will be reporting on this event in our newsletter.
I will be stepping down in November after the elections so we need someone to step up to the plate to
share the presidency with Kathy (Kathryn Morrell). A snowbird can even do it… We have no real meetings
in July and August. We also thought we might cancel June due to poor attendance. Any ideas? Snowbirds: Pat Halperin, Stephanie Arthur, Jen Casale can you possible share responsibilities with Kathryn?
Throwing out some ideas? We will have to disband the club if no takers.
Patty
I am heartbroken. Seeing pictures of dead fish washed up on the shores of the Florida
Gulf Coast, I can’t imagine anyone who is not. And yet I also know that this heartbreak
is a direct result of the decisions made by people in power – especially Rick Scott and
his crew. If we don’t think carefully about who we elect in November, our state, currently a prime destination for tourists, will become a wasteland. This may sound like
hyperbole, but there is too much evidence strewn across our shores.
When I moved to Florida in 2013, I was astounded to read that Rick Scott had removed climate change wording from the Florida DEP’s official statements. How could
someone running the most vulnerable state in the country deny the effects of climate
change? But it got worse. Scott reduced staff, eliminated the law enforcement branch,
and eliminated funds for regional planning councils. The result has been an attack on
the environment from which Florida may not recover.
Two years ago, Scott was warned about algae blooms and the impact they would have on the coastline. A big culprit is water from Lake Okeechobee filled with pesticides and other toxins. Scott did nothing to prevent blooms from
occurring, plus he covered up concerns about toxic water being released from Lake Okeechobee until it was too late
to deny the problem. Too little, too late. That says everything that needs to be said about Scott’s treatment of the
environment.
Jenni Casale, DWC Member
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Algae blooms are part of Scott’s legacy
Gov. Rick Scott is facing an environmental crisis of his
own making.
Scott issued an emergency order Monday in response to
the toxic algae bloom covering most of Lake Okeechobee. Such declarations won’t undo years of environmental
degradation allowed in Florida under Scott and other Republican officials.
Their current solution is typical, requiring hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars to be spent cleaning up a mess
that elected officials helped create. Repairing the dike around Lake Okeechobee and building a new reservoir might
prevent water releases from further contaminating the river systems around the lake, but such steps fail to address
the pollution fueling algae blooms.
Scott and the GOP-controlled Legislature have made it easier to pollute Florida’s natural environment during his two
terms in office. They’ve slashed the budgets of water managers, eliminated an agency that regulated growth, cut enforcement of environmental regulations and spent money slated for land conservation on other uses.
Scott is a climate-change denier whose agencies were forbidden to use the words climate change much less do anything about it. A recent report in the Tampa Bay Times suggests that climate change makes algae blooms such as
the one in Lake Okeechobee and a long-running red tide along Florida’s west coast more likely to occur.
Climate change is causing water to warm and tends to produce more rain, leading to more runoff into water bodies.
Warming water — combined with runoff from agricultural operations, septic tanks and other sources — can cause
algae blooms that used to be smaller and more sporadic to be bigger and longer lasting.
The bloom in Lake Okeechobee was estimated earlier this month to cover 90 percent of the 730-square-mile lake,
with its green color able to be seen from space. Algae blooms are also happening to the east and west of the lake in
the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee river systems, a problem that also occurred two years ago after water releases
from the lake.
The algae can kill animals, can cause respiratory problems and other health issues in humans, and has been linked
to diseases such Alzheimer’s and ALS. It also causes economic damage to businesses that rely on tourism and outdoor activities such as boating and fishing.
Scott has blamed the federal government rather than take responsibility for his administration’s role in the environmental crisis. His emergency order — which requires steps such as expanded water testing and clean-up grants —
is too little, too late.
Scott is now running for the U.S. Senate and Agricultural Commissioner Adam Putnam is running for governor. Both
have been hostile to meaningful environmental regulations, instead favoring voluntary measures to control pollution
from agricultural operations such as the sugarcane growers in the Everglades area.
Voters need to keep their environmental records in mind when casting ballots in the upcoming elections. From the
polluted and depleted springs in our region to the algae blooms to the south, voters can see for themselves what
happens when elected officials fail to protect the environment.
By The Gainesville Sun editorial board
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The Ladies' Tea Party fundraiser, held at the Harrington House on Anna Maria Island, was a huge
success. All of the attendees reported a good
time was had by all.

Peggy Sawe, Carol Graves, Phyllis Virzi and
Mary Duda (not pictured)

Mary Bass, Bobbi McNally, Mary Jane Tenny, waitress,
(Maureen Dardinski, Irene Bandy-Hedden, Ericka
Lundquist, Sherry Emigh, and Joanie LeBaron. (not pictured)

Elaine Ripstein, Kathleen Masur, Sharon Davie and Patty
Benson.

Dear Democratic Women’s Club,
I am honored to be selected for the Democratic Women’s Club
of Manatee County Scholarship. This financial blessing will allow
me to further my education at Florida Gulf Coast University. I
thank your organization for providing educational funds to youth
in the community and I hope one day I am able to do the same.
Best regards,
Jordae Jenkins
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The Trumps’ Changing Story on
the Russia Meeting
WASHINGTON — First, it was about adoption. Then, it was a routine effort to
get political dirt on rival Hillary Clinton. Now, President Donald Trump says
that, "to the best of my knowledge," there was no follow-through on a meeting
between his namesake son, his son-in-law, his indicted former campaign manager and Russian emissaries who claimed to have incriminating information on
Clinton.
“Don has received notoriety for a brief meeting, that many politicians would have taken, but most importantly, and to
the best of my knowledge, nothing happened after the meeting concluded,” the president said in a statement to The
Washington Post.
The sitdown at Trump Tower has become a focal point for investigators looking into Russia's interference in the 2016
presidential election, whether Trump or his campaign conspired with Russia and whether Trump or other administration officials obstructed justice after he won the election Trump's insistence that "nothing happened" afterward —
true or not — likely wouldn't affect any possible conspiracy charges, former federal prosecutor Glenn Kirschner said
in a telephone interview with NBC News.
"No, it doesn’t matter," Kirschner said, noting that a person can be charged with conspiracy to commit murder even if
no one is killed.
On a public relations level, at the very least, Trump and Trump Jr. have been bedeviled by their own shifting narrative on the purpose of the June 9, 2016, meeting and what happened inside the landmark New York tower that bears
their name.

When The New York Times first reported on the Trump Tower meeting in July 2017, Donald Trump Jr. replied with a
statementciting adoption as the major subject of discussion.
"It was a short introductory meeting," he said in a statement. "I asked [Trump son-in-law] Jared [Kushner] and
[campaign manager] Paul [Manafort] to stop by. We primarily discussed a program about the adoption of Russian
children that was active and popular with American families years ago and was since ended by the Russian government, but it was not a campaign issue at the time and there was no follow up. I was asked to attend the meeting by
an acquaintance, but was not told the name of the person I would be meeting with beforehand."
The president, aboard Air Force One, dictated the statement issued by his son, as The Washington Post reported.
For months, his aides insisted he did no such thing. But his lawyers finally acknowledged earlier this year that the
elder Trump did personally dictate his son's misleading statement.
Trump Jr. changed his story quickly — one day later — after being faced with reporting that opposition research on
Clinton was the bait for the meeting.
Rec
"After pleasantries were exchanged, the woman stated that she had information that individuals connected to Russia
were funding the Democratic National Committee and supporting Ms. Clinton," Trump Jr. said. "Her statements were
vague, ambiguous and made no sense. No details or supporting information was provided or even offered. It quickly
became clear that she had no meaningful information. She then changed subjects and began discussing the adoption of Russian children and mentioned the Magnitsky Act. It became clear to me that this was the true agenda all
along and that the claims of potentially helpful information were a pretext for the meeting.”
When told that he might receive documents that would hurt Clinton, as part of "Russia and its government's support"
of his father, Trump Jr. emailed back to an intermediary: "If it's what you say I love it especially later in the summer."
The president has consistently defended his son, but distanced himself from the meeting.
"Most politicians would have gone to a meeting like the one Don jr attended in order to get info on an opponent,"
Trump wrote on Twitter last year. "That's politics!"
Last week, as the meeting came back into focus in the news, the president added that "I didn't know about it!"
Fake News reporting, a complete fabrication, that I am concerned about the meeting my wonderful son, Donald, had
in Trump Tower. This was a meeting to get information on an opponent, totally legal and done all the time in politics and it went nowhere. I did not know about it!
— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) August 5, 2018
It remains to be seen whether the storyline will evolve again. For now, the president is trying to send the message
that he wasn’t aware of what his son was doing — even if, as he says, none of it was wrong.
By:Jonathan Allen, NBC News
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Republican lawmakers see FBI firings
through a curious lens
By Steve Benen, MSNBC
Donald Trump and his allies have been relentless in targeting
their perceived foes in federal law enforcement. Among those
who've been fired are FBI Director James Comey, Deputy FBI
Director Andrew McCabe, and as we learned yesterday, Peter
Strzok, who led the FBI's counterintelligence division.
Among those who were reassigned, before ultimately quitting under pressure, are FBI Chief of Staff Jim Rybicki and FBI General Counsel James Baker.
It's against this backdrop that some of the White House's allies have come up with a striking new observation. Rep. Ron DeSantis (R-Fla.), a Republican gubernatorial hopeful who's been described as the president's "mini-me," published a fascinating Twitter thread yesterday.
"The firing of anti-Trump FBI agent Peter Strzok is welcome, if overdue. By exhibiting such rampant bias,
Strzok did enormous damage to the FBI and to the country.
"Accountability has not always been quick or easy. But the fact that so many of 2016's key players ... have
seen adverse actions taken against them shows that these matters were mishandled."
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), who hopes to be the next Speaker of the House despite his recent controversies, published a similar tweet, highlighting those who've been ousted from the FBI. The far-right congressman said he's "never seen a federal agency where that's happened."
I'll confess, I didn't see this coming, though it's consistent with the larger political gambit. Among the fiercest Republican partisans, FBI officials are the bad guys, leading a corrupt agency, which is insufficiently
loyal to Donald Trump -- who, of course, must be seen as the victim of an illegal investigation into the Russia scandal.
With this in mind, folks like DeSantis and Jordan are effectively arguing, "Our concerns about the FBI
must've been right after all. Just look at all of those firings and demotions!"

Source: Gallup
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Trump calls for an end of the investigation, prosecution of his opponents,
purge of 'Justice'
In a series of morning tweets, Donald Trump again attacked
the Mueller investigation, citing the firing of FBI agent Peter
Strzok. But Trump went beyond calling for shutting down the
investigation into Russian influence in his campaign. He
mocked the justice department, made it clear that he wants to
extend the purge of anyone suspected of being anti-Trump, and called for turning his ongoing persecution of opponents into criminal prosecution.
The firing of Strzok exceeded the discipline recommended by the FBI’s Office of Professional Responsibility, and came at the hands of David Bowdich, who stepped into the FBI Deputy Director after the firing
of Andrew McCabe. The firing on top of firing shows just how much the FBI has already become Trump’s
instrument, with those who fail to support him coming in for action that perfectly equates failing to support
Trump with a crime.
But Trump isn’t satisfied with seeing his ego overwrite standard proceedings at the FBI. Now that he’s
feeling more comfortable that the FBI is his to hurl against perceived enemies, Trump is determined to
use this overstep to ensure another. Rather than being embarrassed by his role in hounding a long-time
agent when there was exactly no evidence of any action taken by Strzok, and despite the fact that Strzok
was only on the Mueller team for less than six weeks before Mueller had him removed, Trump presented
this as evidence that the entire investigation is “corrupt” and made multiple calls for the investigation to
end.
Stopping the Mueller investigation is only step one. Trump put the word “Justice” in quotes when describing the Justice Department. He also included an attack on former director of the Organized Crime Drug
Enforcement Task Force Bruce Ohr for “helping” Christopher Steele who Trump claims is “disgraced.”
Trump then turned his attacks on Attorney General Jefferson Sessions.
Trump: If we had a real Attorney General, this Witch Hunt would never have been started! Looking at the
wrong people.
Even that is only the start of what Trump presented in his morning call for authoritarianism. His tweets
made it clear that he wants to: Shut down the Mueller investigation, purge the government of anyone not
loyal to himself, and prosecute his enemies. Taken as a whole, it’s a showcase of dictatorial overreach.
Putting aside the Mueller investigation, in any normal year these tweets alone would be reason to impeach.
By: Mark Sumner, Daily Kos

We have a special treat for those who receive our DWC Newsletter by email.
Late night host Jimmy Kimmel does a segment asking children on the street
questions about President Trump.

Click Here to Watch Video
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Interesting fun fact. Did you realize "Make America
Great Again" (abbreviated as MAGA) is a campaign slogan used in American politics that was popularized
by Donald Trump in his 2016 presidential campaign. But it
appears that neither Trump or his team came up with the
slogan. Ronald Reagan used the similar slogan "Let's
Make America Great Again" in his successful 1980 presidential campaign.

Please remember all our charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda House. The
Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables,
cereal and more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers such as diapers, formula,
powder, and clothing to name just a few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both men and
women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to our luncheon.
Together we can make a difference.

Here’s A Couple Of Interesting Meme’s Found On The Internet
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-714-0839

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

Sherry Emigh

941-744-2660

2nd VP (Membership)

sjetofu@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

rachelyoung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com

9

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Bill Nelson (D)
www.BillNelson.senate.gov

202-224-5274
813-225-7040

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

941-708-4968

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov
Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)

941-747-9081
202-205-5792

www.Rooney.house.gov

941-575-9101

Joe Gruters (R-Distr. 73)
joegruters@gmail.com

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor
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941-914-2004

