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All scouts are invited to wear their uniforms to celebrate the ministry of
scouting that has been a part of our church for many years! It is also exciting to
note that this year we will be celebrating the growth in scouting by adding girls
to our Dens and starting a new BSA troop for girls! Along with our Explorers
group, we will be hosting many families with scouts at our church on this Special
Sunday! Please be sure to attend and support this wonderful youth ministry we
have at Elon Community Church!
- Randy Orwig
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Annual Valentine
Dinner Fundraiser
There is a tradition in this church for our youth to hold an
annual fundraiser for their activities once a year which is a Valentine’s
dinner. This will be held on Sunday, February 10 in our Community Life
Center immediately following worship. The cost is $10 for adults and $5
for children 5-11, with a maximum cost of $25 for a family. The menu is
Chicken Pie and Chicken Casserole, green beans, salad, rolls, dessert, tea,
coffee, and lemonade. There will be a vegetarian option. Please sign up
on the insert of the bulletin or let the church office know if you plan to
attend. The youth appreciate your support!
- Sharon Wheeler

Chili and Bingo Night
Our annual Chili and Bingo Night with the Elon
University students will be held on Tuesday, February 19 starting
at 6:30 pm. What does it cost? A can or two of non-perishable
food that will be donated to the Salvation Army’s food pantry.
However, chili is needed to feed this crowd. Bring your award
winning chili and you just might get an prize for it! There will
be a chili cook off and prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and
3rd place. If you do not cook chili, desserts are needed also. Let the office know what you plan to bring
or sign up on the bulletin insert. Come out, have a good time, win a prize with an awesome bingo card
and enjoy our neighbors at Elon University.
- Sharon Wheeler
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Dear Chris... (“Chris” is short for Christian)

What We Carry
When Bev and I found
ourselves at the all-night Vet with
our dog, Sadie, we knew it was the
end of her long (for a dog) and
good life. It was a Sunday night
around 9 pm and it would be the last
time we would have with her. We comforted and loved her as the
final injection was completed and the tears and shock set in. Many of
you have met Sadie because I brought her to church just about every
day and she was a visible part of most of our programs. The Scouts
would circle around her as well as the many college students for the
numerous events we hold with dogs at the church for the students.
Sadie would be at Farmer’s Market, dinner meetings, and so many will
know that we called her, “the Parish Pooch.” You may not know that
Sadie started her life from her first days with us as the emotional
support for many preschoolers at the church we started in Virginia
Beach. When our building opened, we welcomed a preschool into our
newly built church and Sadie was often found with the small students.
When one of the newer students would begin there would be crying
or another youngster would have an upset, Sadie was there to
somehow take them out of their misery and they would brighten up
and pet Sadie who would patiently accept their attention and avert
the problem. Sadie will be missed and my side-kick being gone is
actually challenging me to re-invent myself as a solo act.
I want to thank you all for your caring words of sympathy,
but I want to allow Sadie one last chance to be a part of my
ministry in reminding us that we carry many things. Bev and I will
carry happy memories of our loving dog as well as some grief of
saying good-bye. I believe we are all carrying memories, life
experiences, and grief that we often don’t share. We also carry
burdens and responsibilities that more often define us and our actions
than we care to admit. Whether a pet or a spouse, parents, or other
loved ones who leave us, we carry a great deal if we stop to think
about it. Maybe it is important that we do that. Life is a culmination

of the many relationships we have over our lifetimes. We must
acknowledge them and the accompanying feelings in order to be
aware of how it affects us and the work we need to do in being
faithful, healthy individuals on a faith journey along with this life
journey we are on.
The season of Epiphany allows a chance to encounter Christ
and seek our Lord through our own self-discovery. Carrying these
feelings and responsibilities sometimes makes us feel we have no
choice. In faith, I pray we learn that our choice is not the events or
burdens we carry, but who we will share it with. In other words, the
act of discovery is not an individual process, but one that we share.
In doing so, we become less isolated and more open to new
relationships and celebrations of the relationships we already have. It
means that we not only discover what is in us, but we listen and are
receptive to others without judgement and fear. We build community
and support, and free ourselves from unneeded burdens while carrying
the responsibilities that we need to making us stronger and more
able to handle them.
What is most fascinating of all is that this is the ministry
we are about as a church! We continue to uncover the presence of
God in what we do whether we collectively carry the financial
burdens of the church, are advocating for change in our community,
or even caring for one another’s grief or burdens. In Christ, we
continue to become community, carrying together what we must,
what we choose to do, and what awaits as change continues to
occur. Let’s be this Church in wonderful and profound ways. We
worship, learn, serve, and reach knowing that the presence of God is
with us in our glorious discoveries and our subtle growth. Bravely, we
move through good and bad experiences together.
This is a month of discovery and hope. I hope the events
we take part in as well as our regular schedules bring us much to be
thankful for. I know Bev and I give thanks for our Sadie, but we will
also share our grief. What will be your discoveries in this time? We
are here together!
Love,

Randy

SENIOR PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
ISAIAH and the hope that builds as the stories become Real
Isaiah is a major part of the prophetic language and theology of the Bible. It is a very long
book and our study tries to touch on the many aspects of Isaiah’s legacy. This month we plan to use
some video from a PBS program that will illuminate the evidence found in archeological digs and how it shows the
formation of these writings and telling the story of a people who follow in God’s ways! Join us in February!
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Sharon Speaks
As I am writing this, I have
just returned from our annual Winter
Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock
Conference Center. I will admit, I am a
little tired, but had a super time this weekend with youth from
our conference and the Southeast Conference of the United Church
of Christ. Our speaker was Dr. Robyn Henderson Espinoza, an
activist theologian who really told stories each session that
reflected on our theme, “Act Justice, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly.”
She challenged us each time with the question “Who am I and
how do I know?” She challenged us to discuss this with our
neighbor and that was a difficult question to ponder and answer
in a few minutes time. We talked about what it meant to act
justly—we explored diversity within our own world through a
game, discovered truths about ourselves through a game of
crossing the line, and talked about how we could express
revolutionary love in order to change the lives of others. The
youth had a great time and made lots of new friends along the
way. Thanks to this church for always supporting our youth to
attend this retreat. We all have a great time of sharing, making
new friends, reconnecting with old friends, and learning how to
live our lives as the hands and feet and heart of Christ. A
Facebook memory came up just this week of a group I took 10
years ago. I look at those young people now and are so proud of
who they have become as young adults. I know I will be just as
proud 10 years from now when I look back on the group I was
with this week. This church is important to these youth and I
pray we continue to love and support them all along the way.
- Sharon Wheeler

KICK Group
February 3

February 10
February 17

February 24

The children will meet and in the spirit of
giving, we will make Valentine’s Day cards for
our homebound members. Chris and Whitney
Gregory will lead this activity.
We will learn how we connect with others.
Will do some role playing and games to
discover ways we can all connect.
We will have an Exercise challenge on this
Sunday in pursuit of things that make us
happy. Wear your tennis shoes and look
forward to some fun activities for all.
NO MEETING. The children participate in
worship and we will not meet.

COOL (5th-7th Grade)
EDGE (8th-12th Grade)
February 3

February 10
February 17

Save the Date
Sunday March 17, 2019 ● 5:30
St Patrick’s Day Potato and Salad Bar Supper
and Game Night! More details in March Torch!
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February 24

Morning—we will be collecting for the Souper
Bowl of Caring.
Evening—6-8 pm Pastor Randy will lead you
in a Football themed party and our hopes are
to watch the game on the big screen. Bring a
snack and join the fun.
Annual Valentine Dinner fundraiser after
worship. Be here at 9:30 am to get ready for
the event.
Pizza supper at the church and finalizing plans
for our Youth Worship. Meet at 5:30 pm at the
church.
Youth Sunday. Be here at 9:30 am so we can
go over our parts in the Youth room.

Plastic GROCERY Bag Donations Needed
Jessica Frank, who is in one of the Girl Scout troops at the church, is working toward her Gold Award. Her plan
is to make blankets for the homeless community in our area out of plastic bags. Jessica needs the church's help in
collecting bags as it takes between 500-700 bags to create one blanket. There will be a box stationed outside of Monica's
office to leave your bags. These are bags like from the grocery store, Walmart, etc. Please help Jessica out with the
wonderful project to help others in our community while re-purposing those bags!
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We Are Officially Energized
On January 9—a lovely, sunny day—our 85 solar panels
made their debut. They began producing and feeding electricity into
our buildings. Hallelujah! Thanks to all who made this possible!
It is exciting to monitor the performance of the panels. Go
to www.solaredge.com. Click Login at the top right of the page and
select Monitoring from the drop-down menu. From there you can log
in with the username eccucc@att.net and the password ECCsolar18.
For speedier access, you can get the Solar Edge app at the app store
on your smartphone. Use the same username and password to set up the app.
On the website you will find numbers and graphs depicting the amount of energy our panels have produced by the day, week, month,
year, and billing cycle. You might want to google the definitions for watt, kilowatt hour, and megawatt hour if you are not familiar with them.
Producing our own energy saves us money on our electric bill. That's a plus for church finances!
Look at Environmental Benefits for two very important numbers: first, the CO2
emission prevented from entering the atmosphere (because this is clean energy), and second,
what that would translate to if we were planting trees to remove CO2 from the atmosphere. Less
carbon dioxide means less climate change. That is a plus for God's creation, and for future
generations!
When you come to church, look up at those 85 solar panels on the CLC roof. Give
thanks that we are able to produce clean energy and to witness to our community some of
what it means to love the earth and to care for her.
- David Andes

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES COME TO CHURCH?
We as a church try to prepare for when someone is in distress. Most people are very understanding. But, how do we recognize and
how do we relate to one another in the face of mental health issues? It is important to acknowledge that it is real and present in every
church.
We are not doctors, but how can we prepare ourselves, in good faith, to handle issues of depression and bi-polar disorder, memory
and anxiety disorders, as well as other possible issues? It is time to come together and explore what it means to understand these problems and
to act in an informed way as we relate to others in our church.

Mark Your Calendar – Sunday March 24th at 4pm
Here at the Church for our First Gathering
We will host 2 retired Licensed Professional Counselors. One is Cindy Davis, who writes a local advice column for the Times-News
called Cindy Suggests, in the Accent section of the Monday paper. She and Dianne Sanford, another seasoned professional, will present a program
called “When Mental Health Issues Come to Church”. They will help us become more aware of what issues are more common, what they might
look like, and the difference between being accepting and enabling, in an effort to help us grow as an inclusive congregation by using healthy
practices in our relationships. They are quite interested in your feedback with regard to specific issues that are of interest to you. Simply email
your suggestions to cindysuggests@gmail.com and share your ideas ahead of time. This will be an exciting afternoon. We need a great
attendance. Plan now!
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LENTEN CLASSES BEGIN IN MARCH
SET YOUR CALENDAR FOR THURSDAYS, MARCH 14—APRIL 11
MORNING CLASS 10:30—NOON ● EVENING 6:30—8:00 PM (includes a light supper and childcare)

This year, instead of one teacher, we plan a speaker series. Details in the March Torch and bulletins later
in February. Plan now to be a part of this special Lenten experience! Remember, this is 5 weeks that makes your
spiritual journey to Easter that much more special.
- Randy Orwig

Soaring High Book Club in February
When the classic book, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, was published by Betty Smith in 1943, it was an immediate best
seller. Extolling the core value of “tenacity,” it provided strength to thousands of soldiers during World War II. Like the
American soldiers sent overseas, poor European immigrants to America struggled through daily hardships to maintain hope for
happiness and stability in some distant future. In the story, 11 year old Francie Nolan’s life is filled with drama, yet her family’s
“daily experiences are tenderly threaded with family connectedness and raw with honesty.” This is “one of the most cherished of
American novels,” so dig out that dusty copy from high school and re-read it this month with the Soaring High Book Club. We will meet in the
church library at 7:00 pm on February 25 to decide whether the topics Betty Smith addressed are still relevant today.
- Tanya Gold

Practices: Shaping Communities, Communal Discernment, Service

Church Council Highlights
By Tanya Gold, Church Council Secretary

Treasurer reported that we had an exceptional year, financially. The CLC mortgage was reduced by $114,000. We finished 2018 with a
surplus, even though our budgeted income was somewhat short, due to belt tightening by Boards and Committees. He presented a Proposed
Budget for 2019 and addressed a few areas of change from last year.
Deacons heard a report on progress toward the Acoustic Loop for the sanctuary.
Trustees also discussed the bids for the Acoustic Loop, but tabled a decision in order to get more info about impacts on the carpet.
They are talking to 2 companies about replacing the sanctuary roof and replacing gutters and rotting facia boards. Solar Panels became active
on January 9.
Board of Christian Education welcomed new members and outlined the year’s activities. Christmas Caroling after the children’s pageant
(date moved due to snow) was a success, with more young people and families participating.
Missions & Outreach Board thanked the church for the positive impact ECC was able to make on the six Christmas Cheer families, and
reported on their other ongoing areas of focus. Council took action to approve Jim Brown as trustee to the BSA Endowment Fund. In addition,
Carole Troxler brought a request from the Green Church Committee that the Council adopt a Creation Justice Covenant, which was endorsed.
Board of Evangelism is excited about providing meals for the Elon Women’s Softball team during their upcoming break.
Women’s Fellowship continues to be active in the life of the church. They reported results from several fundraisers essential to their
ministries. Pecan Sale brought in $1881, and Pie and Cake Sale proceeds were $517. Secondhand Santa Sale (a joint effort) netted over $1400
which went directly to the Christmas Cheer families. Thank You! You make their ministry possible.
Speaking of fundraisers, Pastor Sharon reported that the Youth Group’s Thanksgiving Dinner for Hurricane Relief raised enough money
to replace a washer and dryer for a family whose home was badly impacted by storms (relatives of church members). Ten youth and three
adults will attend the Winter Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock (Jan. 18-21). Sharon is teaching a very energetic group of children to embrace the
Practice of Kindness during KICK meetings.
Pastor Randy reminded us that January is a good time to find the Special Edition of the Torch on our church website and review the
5-Year Goals. He encouraged everyone to participate in upcoming community events commemorating Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Special Words of Thanks for the People of Elon Community Church
We are sending a BIG Thank You for the wonderful “Festival of Lessons and Carols.” It was the most beautiful concert we have ever
experienced in the churches of our past. We enjoyed every minute.
- Larry and Betty Strong

Women’s Fellowship Circle Meetings in February
The Women’s Fellowship will meet on Monday, February 4, 2018. Everyone is invited to attend either circle. If you
have questions, call Jean Toms at 336-584-7658 or Kay Elder at 336-449-5933. The Morning Circle will meet in the CLC
classroom at 10:30 am. Janet Mayse and Phoebe Harrison are the hostesses. The Evening Circle will meet at 7 pm at the
home of Betty Griffin, 1319 Cherry Drive, Burlington.

POUND Fitness Classes
Tuesdays 5:30-6:30 pm in the Community Life Center
No need to register, just show up with a yoga mat
and be ready to rock it out!
Let's be honest--when a workout isn't fun, it's hard to stick with. That said, we are always on the hunt for exciting, new ways to
exercise in order to keep ourselves motivated. Enter: Pound. This trendy class is popping up at gyms around the country and is so fun, you
don't even realize you are burning some serious calories. With the help of weighted drumsticks and Yoga/Pilates inspired movement routines,
this class will get you fit and you'll have a fabulous time. Instead of listening to music, you become the music in this exhilarating full-body
workout. Don’t worry if you have no rhythm…POUND is still for you! Designed for all fitness levels, POUND® provides the perfect atmosphere
for letting loose, getting energized, toning up and rockin’ out! The workout is easily modifiable, and the alternative vibe and welcoming
philosophy appeals to men and women of all ages and abilities. Classes are provided free of charge by Elon University’s Wellness Department!

Practices: Hospitality, Service, Justice, Testimony, Submission

Allied Churches Homeless Shelter Meal Schedule
Allied Churches of Alamance County operates a weekday lunch and dinner program. With food purchases
and donations, 40-50 shelter residents and families from the community without food are given a hot meal. Five
servers from the assigned groups are needed for the evening meal on their date. Lowe's Foods donates desserts for
the meal. Take all of the desserts from top right shelf of the freezer in the CLC. They will need to be defrosted a day or two earlier. Your
group can provide the meal in one of three ways: 1) Prepare the food in the CLC kitchen and deliver it there; If you choose Option 1, you
need to contact Mary Hughes, volunteer coordinator, a few days prior to your going at 336-229-0881, ext. 105. 2) Purchase and take all
ingredients to the Shelter's kitchen and prepare your meal there; or 3) Request through the Mission and Outreach Board chair that $150.00
from the Board's budget be mailed to ACAC for the
July 6
Women's Fellowship
meal which will be prepared by the ACAC staff. Arrival
February 2 Christian Ed. Board
August 3
Trustees Board
time at the shelter is 6:15 pm. Serving time and
March 2
Youth and Green Church September 7 Deacons Board
cleanup is 6:30-8:00 pm. Do not wear shorts, spaghetti
April 6
Men's Fellowship
October 5
Evangelism Board
straps, or sandals. You will be asked to wear an apron,
May 4
Sr. Pastor SS Class
November 2 Book Club
hairnet and gloves and to sign in and out. Thank you
June 1
Chancel Choir
December 7 Seekers SS Class
for your support of this very vital program!
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Free Fitness Classes

WORSHIP
PARTICIPANTS
FOR FEBRUARY

QiGong
Low Intensity
Wednesdays—5:15 pm

February 3, 2019

Sandy Griffin

2/1

Sonny Jessup

2/1

Linda Dunn

2/2

Grace Foley

2/2

Mary Abrahamson

2/3

Jane Alexander

2/4

Altar Flowers: Margaret McTaggart,
Dan and Sue Kuhn
Greeters: Margaret McTaggart,
Dan and Sue Kuhn
Ushers: Bob Abrahamson, Bob Martin,
George Spivey
Acolyte: Victoria Miller
Liturgist: Gary Weerts
Deacon on Call: Betty Griffin
Communion Deacons: Gary Weerts,
Russ Martin, Betty Griffin, Sam Fowler

Fabian Lujan

2/5

February 10, 2019—Scout Sunday

Samantha Pinnix

2/9

Karen Drummond

2/9

Donald Gerhardt

2/9

Esther Kernodle

2/10

Suzanne Lucier

2/12

Altar Flowers: George and Carole Troxler
Greeters: George and Carole Troxler
Ushers: Sheri James, William Fisher,
Don Gerhardt, Barb Gerhardt
Acolyte: Angelina Moore
Liturgist: Scouts
Deacon on Call: Gretchen Bruesehoff-Wiles

Ron Ingalls

2/13

February 17, 2019

Michelle Abelson

2/14

Sam Huffman

2/15

Dick Rinker

2/17

Lincoln Ramsey

2/17

Owen Gold

2/19

Altar Flowers: Jean Toms
Greeters: Jean Toms
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis,
Tom Powell, Ralph Waller
Acolyte: Whitman Stiegel
Liturgist: Ray Pollard
Deacon on Call: Connie Martin

Bill David

2/19

February 24, 2019—Youth Sunday

Matthew Stimpson

2/19

Hilda Hughes

2/20

Carole Troxler

2/22

Bea Bateman

2/22

Mimi Healy

2/27

Class held in the Community Life Center.

Chat and Chow
Chat and Chow will meet next at La
Cocina Mexican Restaurant in Holly Hill Mall on
Friday, February 15 at 5:30 pm. Please sign up on
the insert in the bulletin if you plan to attend. If
you sign up and
find you cannot
make it, please
be sure to
cancel your
reservation. See
Margaret
McTaggart with
any questions.

ONLINE GIVING
IS AVAILABLE
Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!
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Altar Flowers: Muriel Sherman
Greeters: Muriel Sherman
Ushers: Hunt Johnson, Jack Lynch,
Jim McCauley, Loudelle King
Acolyte: Will Stimpson
Liturgist: Youth
Deacon on Call: Rosilyn Dudley

Mailed: 1/30/2019
E LON C OMMUNITY C HURCH
U NITED C HURCH OF C HRIST
Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eccucc@att.net
eloncomm unitychurch.org

Torch Articles
Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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