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Sunday, November 17, we will hold our annual Thanksgiving Luncheon
after worship in the Community Life Center. Turkey. potatoes. and drinks will be
provided. Bring your favorite side or dessert: sweet potato casserole, stuffing.
pumpkin pie, etc. Sign up on the insert in the bulletin so we can have a count.
The Green Church Committee will also host a visit from Ten Thousand
Villages, a nonprofit, fair trade
organization that sells items from developing countries around the
world. Artisans make the items by hand from local materials,
usually natural or recycled, and receive a fair, stable income. They
will be set up on the stage during the luncheon and the sale
will end at 3 pm. This is a great opportunity to buy gifts for
Christmas!

CHANCEL RINGERS & YOUNG RINGERS TO BE JOINED BY
THE QUEEN CITY RINGERS
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 7:00 PM, CHURCH SANCTUARY, FREE ADMISSION
Eden Brown, Director of the Bell Choirs, is pleased to invite you to
a holiday concert that will blow us all away! The sanctuary will be filled with 7 octaves of Bell music with
the combined talents of our own Chancel Ringers with the assistance of some of our Young Ringers and this
year the amazing Queen City Ringers from Charlotte! The concert is free, but donations will be accepted to
insure the proper maintenance of our Bells. Plan now to attend this amazing concert! Invite friends, family
and neighbors for this opportunity! Special bonus! The Queen City Ringers will be part of the worship
service on Sunday, November 24!

ELON COMMUNITY-WIDE THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Tuesday, November 26, 7:00 pm at First Baptist of Elon, 621 East Haggard Ave.

Each year, those who are in town for the Thanksgiving Holiday join together with the 5 churches
in the area to give thanks in worship! This year, we meet at the First Baptist Church of Elon, down the
street on Haggard Road with Rev. Adam Benson, from First United Methodist in Elon, as preacher. There
will be a combined choir that anyone is free to join for the night!
Simply contact the church office and we can share the music with
you. Finally, we plan to have a special offering for Salvation Army
and the Food Pantry. We will share in food and fellowship
following. Please attend and represent Elon Community Church and
mostly let’s give thanks!
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PROCLAIM!
Proclamation is a vital
part of our involvement in faith and
the workings of what we do. Often
we are encouraged or reminded to
give thanks. I want to allow us all to
proclaim thanksgiving in all we do! Think of it, when we teach and
preach, when we worship and pray, we are in the midst of
proclaiming who we are and the power of God in our lives. But, we
also clearly proclaim thanks as well in sharing our stewardship,
ministries of caring, outreach, and administration as well as every time
we take part in some act of Christian love or practice. This is the
season to lift up Proclamation!
Thanksgiving season begins with our recognition of those
who have gone from our midst with our All-Saints Sunday on
November 3. In our remembrance, we proclaim that we may be
separated from those whom we love, but they are still with us in a
faithful understanding of presence. We give thanks that they are
always with us as God shows us in love that it never ends. To
proclaim life in the midst of death is faithful way to celebrate with
tears and joy at lives that will not be forgotten.
We continue to proclaim thanksgiving through the
stewardship of service and the ministry of place. We are one year
closer to paying off the debt on the Community Life Center (CLC) by
coming into 2020 with our original debt of $1.2 million now below
$400,000. We have made incredible progress by reducing this debt by
a little over $100,000 per year! With your yearly building pledge
made this month, we will be below $300,000 by the end of next
year, keeping us on track to pay off the CLC by the end of 2022! We

will also complete our “Enlisting In Ministry” forms by November 12
so we can assemble our Boards and Committees for the future of
service as church together. This is truly a witness of thanksgiving,
proclaiming that Christ is in this church and all that we do!
On November 17 we will proclaim Thanksgiving through a
chance that we haven’t had in a few years: FOOD!!! We will gather
for a meal following worship that will be Turkey and all of our
potluck trimmings and share in a feast! This is a beautiful way to
celebrate in community proclaiming the joy and thanks of the
harvest, but the recognition of all God provides. 10,000 Villages will
be there to allow us to share with neighbors around the world in
crafts and gifts for upcoming Christmas proclamation as well! Not to
mention the Special Holiday Bell Concert on Saturday, Nov. 23!
Finally, November 24, after an incredible Bell concert the
evening before and morning worship, we begin our preparations to
proclaim the birth of Christ! The Advent Workshop is a way to
proclaim the coming joy along with inviting everyone who wishes to
come out to decorate the church for our full and beautiful season of
Moravian Love feast, Lessons and Carols, Children’s Christmas
Presentation and Christmas Eve Service. All this two days before we
gather, if able, at First Baptist Church of Elon for our Community
Thanksgiving Service and, of course Thanksgiving day itself.
While we see that proclamation is a vital part of what we
do, November is one busy and exciting month to share in
proclamation. There are articles about all the activities I have
mentioned. So, you might say that the Torch is a great source of
proclaiming thanksgiving as well! Read on!
Love,

Randy

SENIOR PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Sunday at 9:30 am in the Library
NEW STUDY BEGINS
The Gospel of Matthew: The First Gospel?
As Christmas nears, it is very appropriate to study one of the Gospels that tells of the
Birth of Jesus. Matthew is the first listed in the New Testament. However, it doesn’t mean it was the
first written. Understanding the themes and context of the when’s and the why’s of its creation is
part of our fascinating study of this most beloved Gospel. We will also be doing verse by verse study
of this book allowing us to hear the story of Jesus and how Gospel, sharing the good news, is
presented as the foundation of what we know as the New Testament. Join us!
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up into responsible young men who now both have jobs and are in
high school. We have all the other families that have joined us along
the way thanks to our wonderful bell and choir programming that has
It is that time a year where I
engaged and inspired them to love and appreciate music and especially
reflect on my ministry here at Elon
bell ringing. Special thanks to Betty, Eden, Trinity, and Maggie for
Community Church. On November 1, 2007 I building these programs to what they have become today. Thanks to
was hired as the Director of Spiritual
the senior pastors with whomI have worked, Dan Kuhn and Randy
Growth and Christian Education. At that
Orwig who have been great mentors for me in ministry here. Thanks to
time, we had a youth group of about 10 and about 8 children in the my husband, Ted, who is my rock, my friend, my love, and who bears
church. Fast forward until today when we had a pancake supper on
the brunt of being clergy spouse. Last but certainly not least I would
August 26 where we had 26 youth and on October 20 when we had a like to thank each and every one of you for your love and support of
record 27 youth at our last meeting (with 5 regulars not there) and
my ministry at the church. I thank God for placing a call on my heart
our KICK group which has numbered as many as 21 children. My how for ministry and for my opportunity through the Southern Conference of
we have grown! Special thanks to Matt Stimpson, Derek Tang, and
the UCC to be able to study for ministry through the Pastoral
Stephen Stiegel for being my youth ministry team this year. You all are Leadership Development Program and the opportunity to be ordained
the best.
as a UCC pastor. I thank God for this congregation and the work it
Let me just say that I have loved my ministry here at ECC. does in this church, and in this community and in this world. I thank
I have been able to see my first youth group blossom into beautiful
God for you, my friends and members of Elon Community Church
smart young adults with ambition, drive, and desire to make a
United Church of Christ! I am looking for great things ahead!
difference in this world. I have even gotten to participate in a few of
their weddings! I have seen the children like George and Peyton grow
- Sharon

COOL/EDGE
November 3
November 17
November 24

December 1

(5th-7th /8th-12th Grade)

Each group will explore the question what are our values? How do they shape who we are? What values are
important to have? Randy will also talk with the youth about serving as Dieners at the Moravian Lovefeast. The
Leeds are hosting a cereal supper.
COOL group will meet at The Willows on Tarpley Street in Burlington to host a Thanksgiving supper and to play
bingo with the residents.
EDGE Group will meet at the church and plans to be announced later. EDGE will have pizza that evening.
Hanging of the Greens and Advent Workshop will be held on that day. They will start to decorate the church at
3 pm so youth are welcome to come help. There will be a potato and salad bar supper at 5 pm and Family Advent
activities following supper.
COOL/EDGE youth happens following worship on this Sunday due to the Moravian Lovefeast. We will go to Freddie’s
Burgers at Alamance Crossing, so bring money for lunch. We will then proceed to Five Below to gather gifts for our
21 backpack recipients at Elon Elementary.

In the month of November during KICK time is when we have rehearsals for the Children’s
Christmas Program. Lindsay and I will come up with some activities such as making ornaments
for the set decorations and other activities that will help our “Grinch” theme come together while those with speaking parts practice.
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On November 25, the Soaring High Book Club will be discussing an uplifting book called The Moment of Lift by
Melinda Gates. The title comes from the terminology of airplane flight, since the author was raised in a family of pilots. She
parallels that thrilling moment when the plane’s wheels come off the ground to the stories of the women she has seen rise
up above their limitations. “When we lift others up, they lift us up, too.”
From the publisher info: For the last twenty years, Melinda Gates has been on a mission to find solutions for
people with the most urgent needs, wherever they live. Throughout this journey, one thing has become increasingly clear to
her: If you want to lift a society up, you need to stop keeping women down.

NOVEMBER 14, 7:00 PM
A PANEL DISCUSSION ON THE MEDIA:
Is All News Fake News?
Our November discussion
centers around the value of the
media/journalism in community and
what is real. The United Church of Christ has a long
history of not only challenging the media in their
practices, but supporting the importance and value of
news and communications. We will meet with a panel
of experts including Anthony Hatcher, Glenn Scott,
Brooks Fuller, and Colin Donahue from Elon University
School of Communications. This will be an important
night that may help people appreciate and discern good
information today. Invite your neighbors and friends!
Sponsored by the Justice and Witness Committee.

Save The Date A Ceremony of Carols
Our Annual
Christmas Luncheon will be
held in the Community Life
Center after worship on
Sunday, December 8. The
meal will be catered by
Western Steakhouse and the
menus looks delicious! Cost
for adults is $15 and
children 6-12 is $7. Tickets will be sold starting
mid-November.

Come celebrate Advent/Christmas with us on December
8 during Sunday morning worship. This year will be a bit
different in that we will be presenting a Cantata rather than
Lessons & Carols. The Chancel Choir will be singing Benjamin
Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols with guest harpist Bonnie Bach.
Our Children’s Choir will be joining with us on the Britten. In
addition, the Chancel Ringers will be ringing during the service.
Finally, we are so excited to welcome a team of Elon dance majors who will be
performing original choreography during the Britten. Complete with congregational
hymns, this will be a wonderful celebration of the season that you will not want to
miss. Please invite friends and family to come along and celebrate with us.
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The Women’s Fellowship will meet on Monday, November 4, 2019. Everyone is invited to
attend either circle. If you have questions, call Jean Toms at 336-584-7658 or Kay Elder at
336-449-5933.
The Morning Circle will meet in the CLC classroom at 10:30 am. Betty Reynolds and Susanne
Doolittle are the hostesses. The Evening Circle will meet at 7:00 pm in the library at the church.

Church Council Highlights
Treasurer’s report showed a deficit in spending again for September – but it was caused by the
quarterly bills that pile up at this time of year. We are caught up on those payments, and Bill
is very pleased by the generosity of the church membership – in fulfilling pledges and for
special causes, like the recent Conserving and Preserving building campaign.
Deacons intend to become more proactive in serving families in their “care groups.” They are
considering ways to develop a relationship of trust between deacons and members. Several of the
practical suggestions would foster deeper friendships among the members, as well. Five new
deacons need to be recruited for 2020.
Trustees’ report included a status report on the contract being finalized with Stonewall, general contractor for the Conserving and Preserving
(sanctuary maintenance) efforts. Thanks go to Board Chair Caroline Holmes who has invested many hours of work to organize this project!
Watch for a “mock up” (visual aide) which is being made to illustrate the new trim, facia board, etc. ECC passed a safety inspection by Elon
Fire Dept. Trustees are investigating the idea of owning a church van.
Board of Christian Education is gearing up for Trunk or Treat. They thank all the other Boards who have committed to trunks and kitchen
servers in support of this effort. Parents of children attending the Advent Workshop will be treated to a supper of baked potatoes and salad,
and then invited to help decorate the CLC Christmas tree. VBS theme has been chosen for 2020: “Knights of the North Castle.”
Missions & Outreach Board worked with Youth to pack 72 hygiene kits for Church World Service. We will support six families through Christmas
Cheer of Alamance County. Angel Trees will go up on Nov. 24. (Gift tags will list specific needs.) Board talked about taking over Cooks for Books
fundraiser as a church-supported annual event (helping pediatricians’ offices distribute books - to promote parents reading to children).
Board of Evangelism discussed upcoming activities. Board members are enthusiastic about supporting Trunk or Treat, providing several trunks and
staffing a table in the atrium. Discussing ways to interact in a more personal way with first-time visitors.
Women’s Fellowship meets on the 1st Monday each month. Pastor Sharon presented lesson 2 in their Bible Study, “Love Carved in Stone.” Annual
pecan fundraiser is in full swing. (Praline pecans are a new item this year!) Members of Soaring High Book Club will be serving the shelter meal
on Nov. 1.
Pastor Sharon is excited about the growth of our Youth program, thanks to great leadership (Matt, Derek, & Stephen). They are expecting at
least fifteen 6th - 12th graders to attend the Winter Ski Retreat. KICK is going strong (PreK - 5th grade). Curriculum this year is geared toward
learning about World Peace. Upcoming activities include casting for the Christmas pageant. FYI - Pastor Sharon is also active in UCC regional
leadership, attends area ministers’ gatherings, advocates for Bread for the World, and preaches. She attended the annual Homegrown NC
Women’s Preaching Festival on Oct. 3 & 4.
Pastor Randy updated members of Council on all the groups and activities he is involved in. Pastoral Care continues to be a top priority.
Recruiting new staff to run the sanctuary sound system. (Lee Campbell’s last day was Oct. 13.) An exciting event coming up for the Handbell
program on Nov. 23 is a joint concert with Queen City Ringers (from Charlotte). New Farmer’s Market coordinator is Chanel Miller. Randy is
taking part in a “Clergy Cohorts” project of Catawba College (grant from Lily Foundation). Please let office know of events you are organizing, so
Monica will be aware of potential issues with parking.

By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
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Time to Get Ready for Secondhand Santa
Can you believe that it has been 5 years since we had our first Secondhand Santa Sale? Every year the sale has grown bigger, with
more vendors and greater attendance. The sale has become a large source of our funding for Christmas Cheer, allowing us to sponsor multiple
families and provide them gifts, food, and holiday decorations. As in the past, we are looking for donations of good used Christmas items to
sell.
In addition to selling the holiday items, the church sponsors a craft sale. Tables, or space for the vendor to use their own, are set up
in the CLC. Each table (or space) costs the vendor $25.00 and all of this money is donated to Christmas Cheer. There will be a consignment
table for holiday items (information below) AND…..this year we are also adding something new: A Raffle! Donated vendor items and services, as
well as other prizes will be available for the price of a raffle ticket. Tickets will be sold for $1.00 each, or 6 for $5.00. To donate an item or
service for the raffle, contact Sheri James (see contact info below).
Women’s Ministries will be selling hot dog lunches again, so we have all the bases covered. And there will be plenty of food vendors
to buy dessert from. Volunteers to help put this event on are needed. If you would like to help pre-sale (advertising, collecting donations, pricing items, setting up) or during the sale (manning the church tables, working the floor, kitchen help for the lunch sale, clean up) feel free to
let Sheri James or Linda Brown know. Anyone can help, so don’t be afraid to step up. We have a good time putting the event on, and volunteers get first dibs on some really cool stuff!
Storage for the Secondhand Santa items has moved to the closet on the LEFT side of the stage, so we don’t have to worry about the
pipes for the sprinkler system. If you have any large, bulky items you want to donate, please wait until a couple of days before the sale before
bringing it to the church. We appreciate your cooperation.
Consignment Table Information
· Pick an item, or items, you want to sell
· Print the “Consignment Sheet” form and fill out the information. Multiple items can be on the same form.
· Mark the price you want on the item and bring it to the church after Dec 1.
· For each item you sell below $25.00, the church will earn $5.00. For each item you sell $25.00 to $50.00, the church receives $10.00,
and for each item over $50.00, the church receives $15.00.
· Money earned will be distributed up to one week after the sale is completed.
· If you item doesn’t sell, you may pick it up after 4pm on December 7, or it will be available at the church.
· You can pick up a copy of the consignment form at the church office, or email Sheri.
For any other questions, contact Sheri James at sherijames614@gmail.com or text her at 336-263-5090.

Christmas is
Coming!
And so are the

Christmas Cheer Trees!
Be on the Lookout for the trees

starting November 24 and select a
gift to be donated to one of our
Christmas Cheer families.

ENDING STRONG WITH THE FARMER’S MARKET
Market Will Continue Through November 21

You may think this is just like a store, but think of it as taking part in local
food community! Coming face to face with the ones who grew or made these goods is
something that just doesn’t happen in the store. This is a time and place event that means
seeing others, visiting and enjoying some music and joy.
The last few weeks of the market are still full on with products that make us
healthy and contribute to both Local sourcing. Thanksgiving will be much better with your
purchases from our local friends! Be sure to come
out, to use our personal shopper program if you
can’t be there, and see that some vendors will have
some ways of supplying goods through the winter.
Help keep the Market strong through November 21!
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Mark Your Calendars for Food, Folks, and Fun!
On Sunday, November 24, will be a bustling day here at Elon Community Church. We will start
by hanging the greens and preparing the church for Advent and Christmas at 3:00 pm. There is much
work to be done to ready the sanctuary and raise the tree in the Community Life Center. At 5:00 pm
there will be a potato and salad bar supper so we ask that you bring your favorite toppings for potatoes
and salad or your favorite dressing. After dinner there will be Advent activities set up for families to craft
together for the Advent season. Join us for the whole day, part of the day, all ages welcome!

Come Join The Walking Group at ECC
On Tuesday and Thursday mornings a few of us are walking at the church in the CLC. If you would be
interested in walking, please come join us at 9 am on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. As the weather improves,
we may move outside! Questions? See me!
- Sharon Wheeler

The Women’s
Fellowship Annual Pie and
Cake Sale will be November
24. Get your Thanksgiving
dessert and support the
Women’s Fellowship!
Donations are needed. If
you can donate a cake or pie for the sale, please
sign up on the bulletin insert.

The Missions & Outreach board and the
youth teamed up to provide hygiene kits for Church
World Services (CWS). The Missions and Outreach
board purchased the hygiene kit items and the
youth spent time packing the kits during one of
their youth group meetings. These kits are
distributed globally by CWS to areas in need during,
or after, disasters. Thank you for your continued
stewardship of Elon Community Church which allows
for opportunities
to continue to
make a
difference in our
global
community.

THE TOWN OF ELON TOWARD 100%
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ON HOLD
Due to setbacks with the
loss of the Elon Town Manager, The
Board of Aldermen tabled the 100%
Sustainable Resolution presented by
the consortium at their October
meeting. The Green Committee along
with other organizations, churches,
businesses, the University and Twin
Lakes Community were represented
at the October 7 meeting. “Until a new Town Manager is selected” the Board conceded
that they felt staff involvement was essential in the actions they would take. So, as a
result, we are on hold until this hiring takes place. In addition, an election will take
place on November 5, replacing 3 of the 6 Aldermen and Mayor. So, stay tuned, we
will have more to share in the coming weeks. January or February action should be
expected. If you would like to be a part of the RF-100 Consortium, contact David
Andes.

All veterans will be honored at the worship
service on November 10. If you can still fit in your
uniform, we invite you to please wear it. Whatever
your branch, we want you to know we appreciate your
service.
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Trunk or Treat 2019
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Free Fitness Classes

Monday—HIIT
Tuesday—POUND
Wednesday—QIGONG
All classes held at 5:15 pm in the
Community Life Center.

Chat and Chow will meet next at
Piedmont Ale House in Burlington on Friday,
November 15 at 5:30 pm. Please sign up on the
insert in the bulletin on Sunday. If you make a
reservation and find you cannot attend, please let
the church office know.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!

November 3, 2019

Altar Flowers: Jack and Jan Walker
Greeters: Jack and Jan Walker
Ushers: Bob Abrahamson, Bob Martin,
Gus Giannola, John Henderson
Acolyte: Victoria Miller
Liturgist: Betty Griffin
Parking Lot Greeter: Charlie Merical
Deacon on Call: Russ Martin
Communion Deacons: Betty Griffin,
Whitney Gregory, Rosilyn Dudley, Sam Fowler

Scott Masteller

11/1

Reva Schumacher

11/4

Nancy Steele

11/4

Jack Walker

11/4

Joe Alexander

11/4

Rebecca Cole-Turner

11/8

Marisa Tang

11/9

Patricia Woody

11/10

Mike Mayse

11/10

Mildred Lynch

11/10

Tabithe Fisher

11/18

Richard McBride

11/19

Sheri James

11/19

Altar Flowers: Bill and Betty Blanchard
Greeters: Bill and Betty Blanchard
Ushers: Sheri James, William Fisher,
Jacob Mauney, Judy Mauney
Acolyte: Joshua Wood
Liturgist: Ray Pollard
Parking Lot Greeter: Hal Clifton
Deacon on Call: Rosilyn Dudley

Geoff Bengel

11/19

November 17, 2019

Margaret Smith

11/20

RoseAnn McLelland

11/21

Vickie Overman

11/22

Gary Weerts

11/26

Linda Fowler

11/28

Dottie Olson

11/30

November 10, 2019

Altar Flowers: Mimi Healy
Greeters: Mimi Healy
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis,
Tom Powell, Ralph Waller
Acolyte: Joe Tang
Liturgist: Patty Welborn
Parking Lot Greeter: Cindy Hammond
Deacon on Call: Sam Fowler

November 24, 2019

Bob and Nancy Luce

11/6

Altar Flowers: Louise Barnett
Greeters: Louise Barnett
Ushers: Jim McCauley, Loudelle King,
Hugh Comfort, Carol Comfort
Acolyte: Whitman Stiegel
Liturgist: The Stiegel Family
Parking Lot Greeter: Tom Powell
Deacon on Call: Russ Martin

Mailed: 11/30/2019

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eccucc@att.net

Torch Articles

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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Rev. Sharon Wheeler
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Delinda Anderson
Custodian

Monica F. Nicholson
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Dr. Stephen Futrell
Choir Director

Jennifer Clifton
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Lori Watson
Finance Director
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Eden Brown
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