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“So with Yourselves; since you are eager for spiritual gifts, strive to
excel in them for building up the church”
-1 Corinthians 14:12

OUR MISSION IS...
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,
to connect people to God and to each other through love, and
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve.
PHONE:
559-896-2691
EMAIL:
fccselma@sbcglobal.net
WEBSITE:
www.selmadisciples.com

Bring a Friend Sunday
October, 7, 2018
Worship Service @ 10:30 AM

October 7, 2018

“TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE IT WORK”
Together we worship.
Together we pray.
Together we can make it happen.
October is Stewardship month! This is a period we set aside in the church year
to prayerfully consider our financial and spiritual commitment to Selma First
Christian Church, Disciples of Christ.
Stewardship is our way to give back to God a small part of all he has given to us.
We are blessed in so many ways and God is using us to do remarkable ministries in our church and in our community.
You will receive a letter from me in October inviting you to make a commitment.
By making this financial commitment and honoring it you will see a change in
yourself. Your commitment can also be a personal commitment of your time or
your talents -- something you can offer for First Christian Church in Selma.
I can do this! We can do this! Together we can make it happen.
Sincerely,
Marsha Staley
Stewardship Chair

REV. MINION
A dream come true
Have you ever had a dream that you thought was forever
out of reach? You know, like that bright red 1956 T-Bird
I’ve wanted since I was about 6 years old? OK, that’s
probably never going to happen. LOL. But in 2008 a new
car hit the US markets - a micro-mini car made by
Daimler/Benz called the Smart Fortwo - and I have
wanted one ever since. Today it looks very much like I’m
going to see that dream come true! By this time next
week I just might be the proud owner of - you guessed it - a 2008 smart car! So
it’s 10 years old and has 84,000 miles on it. It’s my dream car, and that’s kind of
the important thing.
At First Christian Church we also have a dream. We have several dreams. We
dream of a sanctuary full of people of all ages and genders and ethnicities and
abilities and orientations and socio-economic status. We dream of a vibrant
Youth and Young Adult program, of a Women’s group that outgrows the living
rooms of the ladies in it, of a church known far and wide for its hard work to serve
our community. We dream of a building that will serve all of our members and all
of our neighbors - a building where ALL people, no matter their physical ability,
can come and join us for worship and all sorts of other events. We dream of the
kind of Spirit-filled worship services that people come from far and wide to
experience. We dream of being able to support missionaries and the anti-racism
initiative and new church development. We dream of being Christ’s hands and
feet in Selma and beyond in a way that is, quite frankly, out of reach of our
present economic reality.
Dreams like ours don’t just miraculously come true. They take hard work and
dedication to making them happen. They take people who are willing to work
together to set goals and then achieve them. They take effort and initiative and
money.
October is Stewardship month. It is a time for each of us to reflect on what we
are willing to give of ourselves and our financial resources to help these dreams
come true. I invite you all to pick one of our dreams, make it your own, and help
us achieve it.
Pastor Maria

Dear First Christian Family,
October is going to be an exciting month for the Youth and Young Adults. On October 28th we will be having a Youth Led Worship Service. We will be working
with the story of Bartimaeus from John 10. The Youth and Young Adults always
enjoy leading worship, so we hope you will be able to join us on the 28th.
We plan to continue our tradition of going to Hobb’s Grove for a night of fright.
We haven’t picked a date yet but would welcome anyone who wants to join us
for the evening. It looks like they’ve added a new attraction this year, The Portal,
in addition to the Hayride, Forest and House attractions. Please let me know if
you’re interested in participating.
Speaking of participating, I’d like to say thank you to Alan and April Langstraat
for continuing to host the Youth group at their house once a month. The youth
really look forward to this meeting and the lessons that Alan and April share with
us. I’d also like to thank Andrew Guzman and Rene Alatorre Wells for volunteering to help with the Youth. We’ve had several people offer to host us at their
homes. We’ll get dates set for that now that we have a set schedule for the
groups.
I love that this church loves their Youth and Young Adults. Thank you for continuing to make this ministry a priority in our church.
Leah Torosian

All are welcome, please come join us!
Miriam Group
Tuesday, October 9th
9:30 AM
Betty Baker (1250 Rorden Ave. #803, Selma)
Esther Group
Saturday, October 13th
9:30 AM
Bonnie Murray (FCC, 2026 Arrants, Selma).
If you would like to know more call
Jennifer Earle – 896-2358 or
April Langstraat – 896-1026

October 28, 2018
Please Join Us at 10:30 AM

Choir Fundraiser
October 27, 2018 at 9 AM
During the Selma Band Review the Choir
will be offering warm and cold drinks
along with donuts, as you show your
support for the bands from the comfort
of your chairs on the front lawn of the
church. Bathrooms will also be available.

October 4, 2018

CCNC-N Disciples Men’s Retreat
October 12 & 13
For this week's regional e-news, the Regional Disciple Men asked the hosting church pastor Rev. Larry Love to share his
thought for the coming retreat in October 12 and 13. Yes, this is more than his thought. It's a joyful invitation to the
space of listening, exploring, serving, bowling, and more. Let's hear from him.
Men of CCNC-N,
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Woodland is excited to welcome you to Woodland for the annual CCNC-N
Men's Retreat. Not only do we have the great privilege of listening to keynote speaker Dr. Rick Lowery (former Old Testament professor at Phillips Theological Seminary and current director of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society), but
you get to hear him at the Woodland church which sits in the middle of Woodland's historic district surrounded by some
amazing Victorian homes built as early as the 1870s. The church is also situated on the edge of the historic downtown
with quaint shops and some great restaurants, bakeries, and hang-outs like Father Paddy's Irish Pub. In addition to the
messages from Dr. Lowery there are opportunities to visit with men from around the Northern California region, to go
bowling on Saturday afternoon (bring and extra $10) or stroll through the Victorian neighborhood.
You can stay at the Shadow Inn (Best Western) which has 15 rooms reserved for us or at one of the other motels available in Woodland. You are also welcome to park your camper in the church parking lot or sleep in the church (bring your
own sleeping bag and air mattress).
And you can get all of that for the registration fee of only $89 which includes the messages by Dr. Lowery and four
meals plus snacks. We look forward to welcoming you to the Christian Church of Woodland.
Peace and grace to you all,
Larry Love, Pastor of the Christian Church of Woodland

We Have Babies at FCC,
Mac and Gloria Coakwell are now proud parents of twin girls! Mallory Azalia
and Malia Amelia were born on Monday, Sept. 16 at Clovis Community. If anyone would like to give a gift “diapers” will be appreciated!
Francisco Rivera & Stepanie Villasenor welcomed Levi Drew Rivera,
who was born on April 27th.
Please keep Tony Imperatrice and The Imperatrice Family in your prayers. His
mother, Patricia Ann Imperatrice, passed away on September 20, 2018. Graveside services will be held Oct 4, 2018 in Fresno.

PRAYER CHAIN
Jennifer Earle is leading the prayer chain. You may send prayer requests to her at
559-896-2358 or jen4earle@sbcglobal.net.
If she is out of town, please send your requests to
April Langstraat (559-896-1026 or alanandapril1972@sbcglobal.net).

Thank you to all faithful supporters of the Food Pantry.
Distribution days are held on the first and third Thursdays
at the SMART Center!
During the month of September there were 54 bags of food
given out to 227 people.
Your donations are always greatly appreciated.
Hey! Where’s my money?
Through your generous gifts and fundraisers in September these funds have
accrued in the following accounts:
New Building Fund
$ 3,050.40
Youth Fund Donations
490.00
Choir Fund
1,200.00
Organ Fund
483.00
Food Pantry
3,540.00
Week of Compassion
1.77

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

October
01: .......................... Anthony Imperatrice
01: .......................... Erik & Diane Jensen ‘94
02: ........................... Katie Frances Schales
02: ........................... Devin & Kadi Fitzgerald ‘13
03: ........................... Randy & Dana Orosco ‘98
06: ........................... Jennifer Stellpflug
16: ……………..Vonnie Murray; Julie Eichelberger
22: ……………..Clement Gonzalez; Bea Takemoto
23:……………………….Beverly Potter
27: …………….Vicky Armstrong; Christian Gutierrez
28: ........................... Dave & Patty Starr ‘05
Have we missed your special day? Is something incorrect?
Contact the church office and let us know!
Please call 896-2691 or email fccselma@sbcglobal.net

FCC Weekly Schedule
Sunday:
9:15 AM ....................................................... Sunday School
10:30AM ................................................ WORSHIP SERVICE
6:00 PM ............................................................... Iglesia PC
6:30 PM ......................................................... Young Adults
Monday:
7:00 PM .............................................. Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday:

(No activities)

Wednesday:
7:30 AM ..................................... Yoga in the Fellowship Hall
7:00 PM .................................................................. Iglesia PC
7:17 PM ........................................................ Choir Rehearsal
Thursday:
6:30 PM ................................................... Trinity Life Church
7:00 PM ............................................... Youth Group Meeting
Friday:
(Office Closed)
7:30 PM ............................................. Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday:

(No activities)

Schedule for October 2018
THURSDAY, 10/4
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T.
Center

THURSDAY, 10/18
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T.
Center

SUNDAY, 10/7
8:00 AM
Elders Meeting
10:30 AM
Bring a Friend to Church & World
Communion Sunday

SUNDAY, 10/21
12:00 PM
Spiritual Growth Meeting

TUESDAY, 10/9
9:30 AM
Miriam Circle hosted by Betty
Baker (1250 Rorden Ave #803, Selma)

(church choir will have coffee, donuts, water and
juice for sale on the lawn in front of the church)

SATURDAY, 10/27
9:00 AM
Selma Band Review

SATURDAY, 10/13
9:30 AM
Esther Circle hosted by Bonnie
Murray at First Christian Church
SUNDAY, 10/14
12:00 PM
Board Meeting

SUNDAY, 10/28
10:30 AM
Youth Sunday Service

SERVING IN

October

GREETER(S)
07: Jennifer Earle
14: Jessica Williams
21: OPEN
28: Marsha Staley

PRESIDER(S)
Jane Ono
Jennifer Earle
Alan Langstraat
TBA

ELDERS
OFFERING
07: Kathleen Schales
14: Dave Highbaugh
21: Hugh Adams
28: Debbie Brown

COMMUNION
Debbie Brown
Alan Langstraat
Kathleen Schales
Dave Highbaugh

LOCK-UP: Alan Langstraat
(Prep)

D E AC O N S

07: Laura Thornburg

Marsha Staley

Jessica Williams Christian Cabral

14: Jeffrey Terry

Pat Adams

Bonnie Murray

Jorge Flores

21: Tina Ritchie

Marsha Staley

Anna Armstrong

Jane Ono

28:Dawn Linhoff

Nick Luna

Liz Thornburg

Katie Schales

Please call a sub if you are unable to do Communion preparation!

S C R I P T U R E S & T I T L E S F O R O C TO B E R
BOOK & VERSE
SERMON
07: Psalm 8
“You love US?”
14: Mark 10:17-31 “Camels and Rich Folks”
21: Mark 10:35-45
“Who’s the Boss?”
28:Job 42:1-6; 10-17
“TBA”
Psalm 34:1-8
“Bartimaeus”

L AST M ONTH’ S A TTENDANCE

9/2

34

9/9

46

9/16

34

9/23

40

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Sunday Bulletin:
Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM
Newsletter:
16th of the month @ 10:00 AM

C HURCH O FFICE HOURS
M - TH from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

C H U R C H S TA F F
MINISTERS ................................................. The Congregation
SENIOR PASTOR..........................................Rev. Maria Tafoya
Minister of Youth/Young Adults .......................Leah Torosian
Choir Director ............................................. Michael Gutierrez
Choir Accompanist.........................................Jordan Williams
Organist .................................................. Anthony Imperatrice
Child Care.......................................................... Ashley Petree
Chair of the Congregation (2018) ............... April Langstraat
Chair of the Elders (2018) ............................Alan Langstraat
Administrative Assistant........................... Dee Anne Douville
Custodian ............................................................ Virgie Cortez
Communications Coordinator ..........................Leah Torosian
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