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Now the Feast and Celebration

PRELUDE

WELCOME GREETING

INVOCATION

The grace of out Lotd Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endutres from generation to generation.

Amen.

Trusting in the metcy of God, let us confess our sin.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your ptesence in
out lives. We place out hope in outselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good cteation for outr own
benefit. We fear diffetence and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, wotd, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love,
renew us; and in yout Spitit, lead us; so that we may live and setve you in newness

of life.

Amen.

Beloved of God, by the tadical abundance of divine metcy we have peace with God
through = Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Out sins

are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love
has been pouted into our hearts through the Holy Spitit.

Amen.
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Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Matty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.



NOW THE FEAST
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SALUTATION
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The__  Lord be with vyou. And.— al - sO with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray...Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you
covet creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies
both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PSALM 145: 8-9, 14-21

8The LLORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anget and abounding in steadfast love.
9LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
14The Lotd upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
16Y ou open wide your hand'
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
7Y ou are righteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.
18You ate neat to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.
19Y ou fulfill the desire of those who feat you;
you hear their cry and save them.
20Y ou watch over all those who love you,
but all the wicked you shall desttoy.
2lMy mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.

The word of the Loztd. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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GOSPEL 2 Cotinthians 5: 1-21
The holy gospel according to 2 Corinthians. Glory to you, O Lozd.

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to be
clothed with out heavenly dwelling — 3if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be
found naked. 4Fot while we are still in this tent, we groan undet out burden, because we wish
not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is mottal may be swallowed up by
life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a
guarantee.

6So we ate always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we
are away from the Lotd — 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. $Yes, we do have confidence,
and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. °So whethet we are at
home or away, we make it out aim to please him. "0For all of us must appear before the
judgment seat of Chtist, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the
body, whether good oz evil.

WTherefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we tty to petsuade others; but we ourselves ate well
known to God, and I hope that we ate also well known to yout consciences. 1?We are not
commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that
you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. PFor
if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. “For the love
of Christ utges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; thetefore all have



died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but
for him who died and was raised for them.

16Ftom now on, thetefote, we tegard no one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Chtist from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 7So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and
has given us the ministty of reconciliation; 1that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. S0 we ate ambassadots for Christ, since God is making his appeal
through us; we entteat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. ?2'For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Chuist.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

700 Bring Peace to Earth Again
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Confident of your cate and helped by the Holy Spitit, we pray for the chutch, the wotld,
and all who ate in need.

You take resources that appeat to be meaget, bless them, and there is enough. May yout
church trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly
sufficient. Lord, in your metcy,

hear our prayer.

Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this
abundance for the well-being of all. Revetse the damage we have caused your creation.
Replenish ground watet supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect
forests from wildfires. Lord, in your metcy,

hear our prayer.

You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting evetyone to
abundant life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and
that nations who do not know you will find their joy in you. Lotd, in your metcy,

hear our prayer.

You open yout hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of
tender hearts who cry to you in suffeting and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness
and healing to those who suffet in body, heatt, soul, and mind. Lotd, in yout metcy,
hear our prayet.

You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation such a welcoming heart,
that out words and actions may extend yout free and abundant hospitality to all whom
we encounter. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For whom else do the people of God pray? Lotd, in your metcy,

hear our prayet.

You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to
the heavenly banquet. We temembet with love and thanksgiving the saints we have
known. Lord, in your metcy,

hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayets to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis out duty and delight. ...we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos,

and brought life into being.

For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
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freedom from captivity, water on the desett journey,
a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.

For your Wotd of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Thtough Jesus, yout Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
fotgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death,

the way of your self-giving love.
Fot your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spitit of truth, O God; tekindle your gifts within us:
tenew out faith, increase our hope,

and deepen out love, for the sake of a world 1n need.

Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honort and glory forever. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, how and fotevet.

Amen.
BLESSING

Neither death, nor life, not angels, not rulers, nor things present, not things to come, not
powets, not height, not depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, 1 Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy
Spitit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG

Blessed Be the Name
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