DULL KNIFE HUNTING

Ken & Cheri Graves

2384 Barnum Rd.  Kaycee, WY  82639
307-738-2247

Email: gravesredfork@wildblue.net   Website: http://www.redforkranch.com  

Greetings!

     The Wyoming Game & Fish Department has increased the price of their licenses for 2018. Their phone number is 307-777-4600 and the website is: http://wgfd.wyo.gov   Go online to their website and there you can apply for the big game animals you are going to hunt.  

     Attention Elk Hunters:  Area 34 is a tough draw, you will need preference points – at least 3 and possibly more. (If you do not have at least 3 preference points through 2017 then do not apply for an elk license, but buy an additional preference point).  (We are actually booked for 2018 archery elk already and working on 2019 and 2020).  There are two methods to obtain a preference point.  1) When you apply for your license you can buy a preference point ($50 and youth is $10) along with your elk license.  Make sure you check that box.  If you do not draw your license, all of your money is refunded for your license application except the nonrefundable $15 application fee.  The $50 or $10 will go toward the purchase of one preference point.  2) If you don’t want to apply for a license at this time, but want to start building up preference points for a year or two down the road then you can purchase a preference point by going to the WGF website and using the online system from July 3 – October 31.  Only 1 preference point per year.  Also, if you prefer, the higher priced Special elk license gives you a better chance of drawing. 
     FYI - our ranch (Red Fork Ranch) has been in Ken's family for 5 generations.  We run Red Angus cattle along the Red Fork of Powder River at the southern end of the scenic Big Horn Mountains.  Our deeded and leased land encompasses over 25,000 acres.
     In the fall along with the normal "ranch work" we offer a limited number of outfitted, guided hunts for mule deer, elk and antelope.  Ken has been doing this since 1975.  Most of our advertising is by word of mouth and we have many repeat hunters.  We are usually able to take 2 or 3 new groups as well.

     Our name "Dull Knife" Hunting comes from the Dull Knife Battle that took place here on November 25, 1876.  A large village of Northern Cheyenne Indians under the chiefs of Dull Knife and Little Wolf was located here.  1100 soldiers and Indian scouts (all horseback), led by Colonel Ranald S. Mackenzie marched through the night to reach their destination and then attacked at dawn.

     This part of the country is beautiful and picturesque but the terrain is rugged and challenging. We have two basic camps:  one at the main ranch headquarters (5800') and the other on the mountain (8500').  At the ranch we provide lodging in a house and serve not fancy, but delicious "home cooked" meals.  On the mountain, lodging is provided in our cabin that overlooks Tobin Creek.  At the cabin great "camp meals" are prepared.
     The guides that have been with us for several years and our newer ones all continue to do a terrific job.  We try to have 1 guide/hunter for trophy hunts and most of the other hunts are 1 guide/2 hunters.  These fellows work hard for you and do their best to assure that you have a quality hunt that is successful as well as memorable.

     Nearly all of our hunts will involve some hiking part of the time.  For those who have difficulty walking long distances we can usually get you close enough for a good shot at a deer.  The elk hunting however, is quite different and much more difficult.  Being in good physical condition will definitely enhance your chances for success.  Just as important, is having your rifle sighted in and being able to shoot efficiently.

     The elk herd on the mountain continues to do well.  Our mountain camp is a superb area for quality archery elk hunts.  Attention Archery Elk Hunters:  You will be required to shoot and practice daily while at camp.  If an elk is not wounded or taken during the archery season, the hunter may be able to come back for the rifle season.  That of course depends on whether or not we have any dates available and whether or not the hunter has the extra time to come back.      The fee for that hunt would be half of a 5-day Bull Elk hunt, $2,750.  We ask that the archers use only recurve or compound bows.  We prefer no crossbows, but they will be evaluated on a case by case basis.  Call Quint Gonzales (307-620-0111) to book your archery elk hunt.  Call Jerry Landrey (307-217-0870) or Quint for more info and great stories about these hunts.  Those interested in hunting as a party are limited to no more than two per hunt.  During archery season we offer four 6-day, bull elk hunts: September 1-6, September 9-14, September 17-22, and September 25-30.
     We will not guarantee any particular dates for elk hunts until we see who has drawn.  Once we know who has drawn we will schedule the hunt dates.
     We are not going to offer any trophy mule deer hunts for the 2018 season.  Any buck with 4 or more points to a side or any buck with an outside spread of 24 inches or better will qualify as a trophy.  Our deer numbers have been down for quite a few years and this past season we were beginning to see those numbers increase.  However, the winter and/or mountain lion may cut those numbers back again.  Time will tell, but we want the nice young 4 x 4 bucks to have a chance to grow up and get into the breeding population. 
     Most of the antelope herds are doing quite well.  Any buck antelope measuring 14 inches or more will be considered a trophy.  Again, this winter may have an effect on the antelope numbers, only time can tell.  Trophy hunts are on a first come first serve basis so let us know right away if you are considering one of these hunts.  If you are on a trophy hunt and a trophy animal is not harvested, the trophy fee will not be refunded or rolled over to a future hunt.  If you book a mature buck hunt, you cannot upgrade to a trophy hunt during your hunt.  
     Our rifle season for elk, deer, and antelope begins October 15.  We have three primary 5-day hunts: October 15-19, October 21-25, and October 27-31.  The elk hunters are on the mountain.  The deer and antelope hunters hunt out of the ranch headquarters at the foot of the mountain.  During the rifle hunts the largest party we can accommodate is six.  Most of our groups are from two to four members.  You need to arrive at the ranch the day before your hunt begins – usually between 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.  The guides will get you set up to sight in your rifles.  The elk hunters will then get loaded up to head to the mountain cabin where supper will be served; the deer and antelope hunters will get moved into the house about a mile down the creek and come back up to the ranch headquarters for supper.
     After your animals have been harvested we can take your game to Buffalo or Kaycee to a processing plant.  Nearly all of our hunters take their processed game home with them.  If, however, you decide to leave your game for whatever reason, it is the hunter’s responsibility to pay for the processing.  If a hunter chooses to process his game, the cutting up and wrapping of that animal is the responsibility of the hunter, NOT our guides. 
     Our main hunt areas are:  Mule Deer - Region Y (Areas 32 & 33); Elk - Area 34; Antelope - Areas 20, 21, 22, 113; Mountain Lion - Area 15.
     With the WGFD increasing the price of their licenses this year we decided to leave our prices the same for 2018.  However, there may be an increase in some of the hunts for 2019.
     If you have any questions about filling out your license application, any of our hunts, our hunting program, or our ranch operation in general, please call.  If we're not in, just leave a message.  We'll get in touch with you as soon as we can.  Again, anyone interested in a Trophy hunt needs to book it early.  We don’t allow many trophy animals, especially deer (none this year), to be taken so get your name on the list as soon as possible.  References are available upon request.
     Thank you for your interest.
               Ken & Cheri Graves                
