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“Joint Heirs of Christ” — July 16, 2017
Isa 55:5–12
5 You shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you,

  because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 

7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
     so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
   making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
      and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

12 For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you
      shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 


Rom 8:11, 14–18
11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.


These two passages are very different, and the second one concerns things that are only possible since Jesus came to earth. Still, I think I can tie these passages together. 

The Isaiah of this passage is the one we call Second Isaiah, who lived in Babylon during the Babylonian captivity. He is writing to his fellow Jews there in Babylon, but he has a lot to say about Gentiles. 

He says God has abundant mercy (v. 7), and helps us to grow like plants sprouting up (v. 10). Further, God knows what he is doing, and will accomplish what he intends. God’s mind is infinitely greater than our minds. This last point is not too scary, since he had already said God is merciful and eager to save. 

God cares deeply about people—and that includes Gentiles. Verse 5 makes it clear that “nations shall run to you” to learn about “the Holy One of Israel.” There’s a strong social message here; God will do all these things even for Gentiles who worship him.

Well, six centuries later, the nations came to the Jewish apostles to learn about the Jewish Messiah who was also the World Savior. And they learned that both those who were the children of Abraham and those who were not, were invited to become children of God. 

Notice the remarkable saying in v. 16 about the two spirits who speak this truth: “it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” That Spirit is called both the “Spirit of God” and the “Spirit of Christ” (back in v. 9). But “our spirit” is an individual spirit within each person. Even though there was no distinction between capital letters and lower-case letters in ancient Greek, in which the New Testament was written, the translators have the correct instinct when they capitalize the first “Spirit” and leave the second one in lower-case. 

The first Spirit is clearly the Spirit of God, and the second refers to the person’s own spirit. This is a concept that can be found in a few verses in the Old Testament. It is the idea that there is a spirit within each person. One of the characters in Job says “it is the spirit in a mortal, the breath of the Almighty, that makes for understanding” (Job 32:8). And Proverbs says “The human spirit is the lamp of the Lord, searching every inmost part.” (20:27). So there is an individual spirit, sent by God, within you, that seeks to give you understanding, and illuminates your inner life.

Paul draws in this Old Testament teaching and gives it focus when he says that this individual spirit agrees with the Spirit of Christ, telling us that we are the children of God.

So an idea found in the Old Testament is heightened and clarified in the New: namely, that all, Jews and Gentiles, are called to inherit sonship or daughtership in God’s family. 
Now what about the rest of what Paul says? His first point is that, as God raised Christ from the dead, so he will raise us, too, by the power of the Spirit. If we are led by the Spirit, then God is adopting us as his children. 

We are not slaves, but adopted sons and daughters of God. Adoption is an important image of Paul’s. Now, Jesus repeatedly spoke of “your Father in heaven” (Matt 5:16, 45; 6:1, 14, 26; 7:11; Mark 11:25, etc.), without ever using the image of adoption, but for Paul, we are not naturally the children of God, but have to be adopted to be his children. 

Adoption was an important ceremony in the Greco-Roman world, more than in the Jewish world. It usually had nothing to do with taking in an orphan. Rather, it was a way of designating someone other than one’s son to be one’s heir, usually an adult. Julius Caesar adopted Octavian, who did become his heir, renaming himself Augustus.

So when Paul says that we are heirs, and joint-heirs with Christ, he is using the adoption concept to describe salvation. We will inherit Christ’s kingdom, not just as members, not only as heirs, but as “joint-heirs,” apparently having some sort of authority. It’s a huge and staggering promise, the content of which we can’t really understand, because it has to do with some duties we will have in the afterlife. Believers in this lifetime may have to suffer, really to co-suffer with Christ, Paul says, but then we will share be glorified. We follow the Messiah both on earth and in heaven.

So Paul takes a theme that is hinted at in the Old, and makes it more far-reaching. We are not only going to be watered and have our growth nurtured, but we are going to become joint heirs with God’s Messiah, who is also God’s Son. 

We are not underlings. We are not minions. We are little sons and daughters of God, not the unique and Divine Son of God that Jesus is, but little children of God, each one of us. And all the children get to inherit. We follow after our father-brother, Jesus. He is the supreme heir, but we get to be sharers in his inheritance. Paul says God will “put all things in subjection under his feet. . . . so that God may be all in all (1 Cor 15:27–28).

Goodness will triumph in the end! Jesus will triumph in the end. These are synonymous statements. Someday, this will be a world where truth and fairness and goodness reign. Someday, Jesus will rule this world. Again, these are synonymous statements.

We will inherit eternal life in the heavenly kingdom of our father-brother, Jesus. But even now, at this moment, we can have abundant life. We can be transformed.

So let’s be ready to submit ourselves to the transforming process here in this lifetime. Let’s practice compassion and forgiveness. Be ready to be changed. Make yourself open to God’s transforming influence. God makes the earth bring forth. And God has made us blossom into children who can say “Abba!” that is “Dad! Father!” since the Spirit bears witness with our spirits that we are the children of God.
