Announcing a New Foundation
for

“Enhancing Advanced Laboratory Physics Instruction”
www.jfreichertfoundation.org

The founding Board of Directors: Standing, left to right: Gerald D. Verdi (Verdi & Company), Peter J. Collings (Swarthmore),
Richard W. Peterson (Bethel), Robert A. Eisenstein (Santa Fe Alliance for Science), Gabriel C. Spalding (Illinois Wesleyan),
David A. Van Baak (TeachSpin), Michael D. Salzman (Signature Place Advisors), David T. Hartney (First Hand Learning).
Seated: Barbara Wolff-Reichert and Jonathan F. Reichert (TeachSpin). Not pictured: Norman Jarosik (Princeton).
September 14, 2014 at 45 Penhurst Park, Buffalo, NY

On May 9, 2014, an official letter from the IRS finally arrived. After an almost two year wait, the
Internal Revenue Service informed me that the “Jonathan F. Reichert Foundation” had been approved as
a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit private foundation, and issued a ruling that this new foundation could become
the sole owner of the for-profit corporation, TeachSpin, Inc. The IRS had accepted our reasoning that,
because TeachSpin was a “functionally related business and a program-related investment”, it could be
100% owned by the Foundation. With the donation of the company to the Foundation, TeachSpin and I
are taking our commitment to advanced laboratory education to a new level.
Jonathan F. Reichert Foundation
45 Penhurst Park • Buffalo, New York 14222-1013

These changes result from over three years of
discussing, planning, consulting, and learning the
rules and regulations of operating a not-for-profit
foundation that owns a for-profit corporation. I
did not do this by myself. At every step, Barbara
was at my side, debating, arguing, clarifying,
worrying, pointing out problems, making
suggestions, and always being my most important
support. Essential technical and legal advice
came from TeachSpin’s wonderful accountant
Jim Moscato and from our new friend and legal
expert on non-profits, Mike de Freitas. But,
perhaps, the most encouragement I received came
from the outstanding professionals whom I asked to serve on the first Board of Directors (without financial
compensation). I was, and am, honored and excited.
Why did I do it? The simple answer is that I want to have an impact on the future of undergraduate physics
education. I believe that the advanced laboratory is the most important component of the physics major’s
undergraduate program. That is why I created TeachSpin – to build the best instruments we could imagine for
this lab; that is why we helped ALPhA get started; that is why Barbara and I created the APS Reichert Award.
By donating TeachSpin to the Foundation, I intend that these two institutions will have a robust existence into
the far distant future. But for the Foundation to fulfill its potential, its resources must extend well beyond
the company. Therefore, I am making a contribution of 1.1 million dollars to begin building a substantial
permanent endowment for the Foundation. I hope to see the Foundation’s assets reach the goal of 10 million
dollars, to secure its future as a transforming force for the improvement of physics education in the United States.
The foundation will provide funds to colleges and universities for purchasing hands-on apparatus for their
advanced laboratory programs. Funds will also support time and expenses for advanced lab practitioners
to mentor other faculty, and for students to build advanced laboratory experiments as their capstone senior
projects. Bringing current research results effectively into the advanced laboratory canon is another priority of
the foundation. In short, the Foundation will keep the spotlight on the advanced lab.
Now it is up to you to join this effort. You can support it in many ways. Those of you still active in your
departments can lobby for modern experiments in the lab, more faculty involvement, more lab time for
students to master advanced experiments, and more technical support. You can join ALPhA. You can host or
participate in an ALPhA Immersion. You can become an ALPhA “miner”.
Of course, we would be thrilled if you would become a “member” of the Foundation. (Look on our website,
www.jfreichertfoundation.org, for instructions.) Perhaps you could convince a company you know, or have
worked with, to support your school’s advanced lab and/or support the work of the Foundation.
We are in a new era. Now, no one owns TeachSpin Inc.; it is owned by the Foundation, but no one owns the
Foundation. It is a self-perpetuating private foundation run by a board dedicated to its mission.
It all now “belongs” to those who care about experimental physics education. Please find a way to show
us that includes you!

www.jfreichertfoundation.org

