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Milestones that made an incredible year!
•

Constitution Day - added new
activities and the food was 100%
Danish.

•

Communications redesign Added
Instagram, updated The Bulletin
and email styles.

Danish Place Restaurant - the
new restaurant ownership and
beautiful renovation have
rejuvenated the property.

•

Planning committee established

•

Christmas Market - We tried a
new event (Nordic Christmas
Market) and you loved it!

Growing Membership - We are
seeing many more young Danish
people here. And we now have 100
new memberships! This is a huge
increase.

There was so much to be thankful
for in 2018.

It's been a great year for Sunset
Villa! This issue is a recap of 2018.
Sunset Villa is experiencing a
renaissance. Some things have
changed and people are taking
notice (in a good way!).
•

•

•

•

A new Board interested in a fresh
approach. We are happy to report
the Board and the Restaurant work
very well together! Partnership and
teamwork is so important at a Notfor-Profit volunteer organization.
Campground -The campground is
fully occupied.

It's so important that we keep our
Danish heritage alive!
Thank you for sticking with us and
we hope you enjoy this issue!

Save the date
Annual General Meeting
Sunday, April 28, 2019

•

Renovated the Gift shop located
in the Restaurant.
Jan. & Feb. 2019

Page 1

2019 Coming Events
February 2019
The Danish Place reopens Thurs. Feb. 28
March 2019
• Baker’s Sunday
• Fastelavn

Sun. Mar. 3, 10 a.m.
Sun. Mar. 3 (see below)

April 2019
• Baker’s Sunday
Sun. Apr. 7
• Annual General Meeting Sun. April 28 (pg. 6)
• Campground re-opens
End of April (weather
dependent)
On-going Groups
• Geritol Gang

Resumes end of March

Fastelavn - Sun. Mar. 3, 2019
What is Fastelavn?
Fastelavn is a child-oriented
festival celebrated in Denmark at
the start of Lent.

Kids of all ages take turns bashing
a wooden barrel stuffed with candy.
Whoever breaks the barrel is
crowned the King or Queen of
Cats.
The Danish tradition is for kids to
wear costumes as well .
Afterwards, we will decorate twigs
(Fastelavnsris), cook Snobrød,
enjoy hot chocolate and treats.

Time: 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Cost: $12 per child
Please note, this date is also the
first Baker’s Sunday of the year.
RSVP to Kirsten Skafte, Entertainment Director, skabin@rogers.com
by Sun. Feb. 27.
We need a minimum number of participants to make this event happen,
so please confirm your attendance if you’re planning to join us.
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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President’s Report
What a year! A lot has been
accomplished but there is still much
more to do.
It all started with The Danish Place.
The renovation and renewed interest
in the restaurant has translated into
renewed interest in Sunset Villa.
Kristine, Jacob and Joanne are great
at promoting the club and have
helped get us many new
memberships. We are thrilled that
there are so many more people of
Danish heritage coming regularly
now.
Additionally, the Board has been
partnering with the Restaurant on
events and it has been amazing.
Most notably Constitution Day, Duck
Bingo and the Nordic Market. They
are great to share ideas with. Many
times they cooked for us! And they’ve
provided many donations. It is great
to have such a positive relationship
with them.
To the Membership: I have met so
many of you now. You have been
wonderful to me and to us. So
supportive. You like the changes. You
feel the enthusiasm. You see the
hard work. We love hearing from you.
Write more often! After all, nobody
would want do this work if it didn’t
make a difference to you all. Because
it certainly isn’t for the pay! Ha ha.
If you volunteered this year, you
really made a difference, and we
thank you, thank you, thank you!
To the Campers and Tenants: You
are huge contributors to morale and
volunteer work here! We can count
on you and that is wonderful. You are
a community within a community! You
also brighten my day when we bump
into each other here. Thank you!
Jan. & Feb. 2019

The Board: I feel so lucky to be part
of a “Dream Board”. The work has not
been easy. There is a lot to do. We
are not perfect at it. No Board has
been. But we try really, really hard.
Working with thoughtful, intelligent
and forward-thinking people is so
great. We respect each other’s
opinions. The nine of us have not had
a single argument. Is that a first at
Sunset Villa? Some of us can
contribute more than others. That is
totally fine. This is volunteer work,
after all.
Some sad news: The Board sends
their collective heartfelt condolences
to Board member Kirsten Skafte who
lost her beloved husband Larry
Binney. It was a very emotional and
difficult process for her to navigate.
Kirsten has worked so hard this year
on the Board and we have grown to
love her. Sadly, most of the Board
never knew the renowned “Chainsaw
Larry” (known for making landscaping
changes at Sunset!). Kirsten will need
time to adjust to the next chapter in
her life, and we want to be a big part
of it!
I have not been on the Board for very
long. Now I am in so deep that I can’t
get out. That’s a good thing! I needed
a hobby. I feel more Danish than
ever. I even bought a meat grinder
and made vaniljekrans for the first
time! Next year kransekager!
I wish everyone a prosperous and
happy 2019!

Lisa Olsen
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Nordic Christmas Market
Our first-ever Nordic Christmas Market on Sun. Dec. 2nd was a huge
success. The event was a collaboration between The Danish Place and
Sunset Villa.
Approximately 900 people showed up, which far exceeded our expectations!
It was wonderful to see Danes and friends of all
generations enjoying the Danish food, activities and
vendors (including our own market tables). Many
people have begged us to make this a tradition, so
yes, we will have another one in 2019!
Thank you to the volunteers who helped out leading
up to and including the day!. We could not have
done it without you!
Many thanks also to The Danish Place for sharing ideas,
spreading the word on social
media, and for great teamwork
with us. And also for using your
kitchen and volunteering with us
to make tons of Danish cookies
to sell.

And of course a BIG thanks to our special
guest: Santa!!!
More good news - 16 new memberships
were people signed up on the day!
Raffle winners: Day at the Sanctuary Spa
in Waterloo- Debbie Lavictoire;
Danish Dining Baskets - Anette Rigby, B.
Rosoirus, Greta Soon. Thanks to all who
bought tickets.
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Fundraising 2018
We held many events this year, with a
variety of results.
How do we measure success? By
people attending, money raised or by
how much fun people had?
2018 Events
• It seems apparent by reviews and
attendance that the new Nordic
Christmas Market was the club
favourite this year.
• Next, by attendance, are
Constitution Day, St. Hans, the
Beef BBQ (thanks to Linda
Larsen, Anna and Benny Beck,
everything was great!),
• Ladies Fashion show (approx 50
attended) - Thank you Sue
Hansen and May Davies, you did
a terrific job!, then the World Cup
games.
• The 3 dinner events were tied in
attendance. The least attended
was the Hostfest Steak Dinner - it
was a chilly night.
Thank you to The Danish Place for
cooking so much of our food. We also
ran a lottery again this year.
Interim Fundraising results (after
expenses):
Duck Bingo
$ 430
Lottery
$ 886
Nordic Market
$ 1,061
Constitution Day
$ 1,882
Events
$ 3,639
2018 Total
$ 7,898
(excludes Heritage Club sales &
Donations)

run events. We are stretched way
too thin and feeling very tired. If
this does not change this year, we
will need to start hiring people to
help get the work done, as other
Danish clubs are doing. Or else,
do less.
•

Next, Dinner events are not
attended like they used to be.
Drinking & driving and
transportation are concerns, as
well as finding music to please
multi-generations. A live band
makes the drive a bit more
worthwhile. This year we may do
only one dinner.

•

Planning is underway for the 2019
Christmas Market, incorporating
feedback from attendees.
Our biggest concern right now is our
event facility - "the Dome". It is in
rough shape - Leaking roof, lack of
storage space, pest control, kitchen
equipment needs to be repaired or
replaced. Seating and sanitation need
upgrades.
Some money needs to be spent to
bring this facility into shape if we are
ever going to realize any dreams of
renting our facilities to private parties.
On the whole it was a great year. We
had more events than we’ve had for
many years. We had fun and worked
really well together. Thank you to
everyone who helped with our events
and thank you to all who attended.
These events support the club, not just
financially, but being together is so
important for a sense of community
Lessons Learned
and morale.
• Costs associated with Constitution
Day have gone up, and will go up Thank you for your support. We look
even higher next year. Is it time to forward to seeing you later this year!
raise the entrance fee?
The Fundraising Committee!
• We need more volunteers to help
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Annual General Meeting Notice
Please save the
date of our 2019
Annual General
Meeting (AGM).
Date: Sunday April 28, 2019
Place: Duff’s Church, Aberfoyle
(same as last year’s meeting)
Meeting materials will be
provided in March, 2019.

We ask you to give serious
consideration to acting as a
Director on the Board. We have a
variety of functions - one may suit
your interests.
Learn more about the Directors’
roles and qualifications on our
website, www.sunsetvilla.org/
jointheboard or contact Lisa Olsen,
lisaolsen@ymail.com.

2019 Membership Renewals
Please join us for another
Membership Matters!
successful year at Sunset Villa
It really does! Your support
Association.
keeps Sunset Villa going. We
Your membership renewal
really value our long term
supports:
members and we hope that
• Keeping Danish traditions
new members enjoy the club
alive with Family-friendly
and also become life-long
events.
members.
• A beautiful place for the
Danish-Canadian
We thank you for your
community & friends to
continued support.
gather
• 50+ acres of beautiful
Pernille Jorgensen,
woods for hiking, riding your Membership Director
bike, or cross-country skiing. membership.sunsetvilla
@outlook.com
• Authentic Danish cuisine at
The Danish Place.
• Affordable housing for
eligible Seniors.
How to renew
• Online: www.sunsetvilla.org/joinus
• Complete the membership form on page 23 of this Bulletin.
• We accept e-Transfers or payment by cheque.
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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The Danish Place Report
club. We do this to support the club that
What an incredible, whirlwind of a year
it's been, and we have all of you to thank supports us. To show we are in this
together. We can do this. Together
for that!
We have learned so much this past year,
From the moment we knew this
recognizing ways in which we can make
restaurant was ours, we have been
The Danish Place even better in the
working non-stop. We started
brainstorming and had ideas, right away. coming years. And we will do just that!
We continue to invest our own money in
We felt it was time to freshen up,
welcome a new look and feel, and really to the restaurant to ensure we can
make it our own - make it something we provide a great customer experience –
were proud of and something we wanted this year’s project……a kitchen reno!
to share with all of you.
We want to thank you for your support
as we continue to build our business and
As we move in to our second year, we
continue to have ideas, big ideas...not to our relationship with Sunset Villa.
reinvent the wheel, but to oil it and
We owe a huge thank you, to Anna and
maybe give it a new set of rims. We want Benny, without whom, none of this would
to make our restaurant, and Sunset Villa, be possible. Not only do they support us
more accessible to more people,
in learning how to run this business, right
especially the next generation of Danes. into their "retirement", they also continue
We want to help bring back a sense of
to serve this club relentlessly, with an
community that once was. We all know
enormous amount of time and love, just
that feeling from here well, that feeling of as they always have - something that
recognition, comfort, and familiarity. We deserves to be recognized.
want to help strengthen that, and are
passionate about making it happen and Thank you to all the volunteers who
make this magical place possible,
helping make this club thrive again.
without you cleaning and raking, baking
With all of the support we have received and cooking, building and painting,
this year, as a new business, we were
organizing and fussing over details, and
able to help support Sunset Villa
donating your precious time to help this
Association in so many wonderful ways, place run, none of us would be here.
and really carry the torch Anna and
We are excited to see where 2019 can
Benny have passed on. We have
take us!
donated many gift cards and prize
packs, prepared meals for events,
hosted lunches, brainstormed with our
Thank you so much,
Board of Directors for countless hours,
and even donated money directly to the Kristine, Joanne & Jacob

Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Members Sharing Page
IN REMBERANCE
Jens Hoeberg, a long-term Member and former resident in our Senior’s
apartments, passed away Nov. 1,
2018 in his 90th year. Jens loved
walking through the park in his sunhat
and toting one of his hand-carved
walking sticks. He spent hours tending
his garden and sowed beds of wild
flowers throughout the park. He also
Nalle & Jens - Sept, 2013
knew where to buy the best rhubarb
pies! Jens always had interesting stories for anyone willing to listen. Jens supported our Sunset Villa events - one memorable night, he
sang Danish folks songs with Danish performer Nalle. Predeceased by
his wife Vera and daughter Sue. Survived by sister Elly, children Kimble,
Mona, son-in-law Derrick, many grandchildren & great grandchildren.
Erik Hogh, a long-term member of Sunset Villa since 2000, passed
away peacefully on Sat. Dec. 1, 2018. He was born in Denmark, May
16, 1926. He was a longtime friend of the Danish Lutheran Church in
Toronto. He is survived by his sister Birte, his niece Anette, and his
grandniece Christina in Denmark. He will be missed by family and
friends and by members of the Orangeville Horticultural Society.
Larry Binney, a long-term member of Sunset Villa passed away in his
80th year on Dec. 5, 2018. Larry leaves to mourn his wife
Kirsten Skafte-Binney, children Sue, Linda, AnnMarie,
Tyrone, step-children Marie-Louise & Gregory, siblings Marg, Sheila, Eileen and Ricky, many grandchildren & great grandchildren.
Larry retired from the Canadian Armed Forces after 36
1/2 years and was passionate about hockey & music.
The stone walls Larry built in the Sunset Villa
campgrounds will stand as part of his legacy for many years to come.
This section of the Bulletin is yours
Share your story or news, Birthday or anniversary wishes, a memory from
Sunset Villa’s past. Send pictures and stories to Mary Healy at
communications.sunsetvilla@outlook.com
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Danish Lutheran Church of Toronto
New Year’s Greetings from the Danish Lutheran Church in Toronto
All are welcome at these and other events, including our church services every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Check out our website at www.dlctoronto.on.ca
or call 416-222-2494 for further information.
Best wishes for a happy and safe New Year from your friends in Toronto.
Some special events to start your New Year in a grand way.
Sun. Jan. 6
10:30 a.m.

New Year’s Service followed by a light celebratory lunch and a replay of Danish Queen
Margrethe’s New Year’s speech.

Sat., Jan. 26
1:00 p.m.

Movie Afternoon – “BADEHOTELLET” – final
3 episodes of Season 4. Danish film with English subtitles. Refreshments during intermissions.

Sun. Jan. 27
10:30 a.m.

English Family Service - Join us for a family
event with confirmand participation. Fellowship
to follow after the service.

Sun. Feb. 17
10:30 a.m.

Installation of our new pastor – Simon Kangas Larsen. Join us for this auspicious occasion. Reception to follow after the service.

Sun. Feb. 24
10:30 a.m.

Soup Sunday - Danish Service followed by
fellowship in Royal Hall with homemade soup
to take away the winter chill.

Sunday, Mar. 3
10:30 a.m.

Fastelavn and Children’s Service - Join us
for a fun-filled family event, complete with costumes, barrels, lunch and other entertainment.

DANISH LUTHERAN CHURCH IN TORONTO
72 Finch Ave. West, Willowdale, ON
M2N 2H4
Tel: 416-222-2494
Email: dlctoronto@rogers.com
Worship Service: Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Website: www.dlctoronto.on.ca
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Geritol Gang

The GERITOL GANG completed their busy year of work around Sunset Villa
and the Mindepark. They have 8-10 regular workers every Friday. It is spearheaded by Mogens Jensen and Soren Sondergaard. They maintain the
grounds and do maintenance on both properties. There is also the enjoyment
of getting together for breakfast and lunch each Friday.
We finalized the year with a Jule Frokost for 30 on November 9th with a true
Danish lunch for the men, their
wives and special guests. We had
served to us great food, and had the
traditional sing-along of both Danish

and English festive songs. We all had a
great time. Thanks to Kim of the Danish
Bakery for her generous donation of rye
bread and wienerbrod.
The MAN of the YEAR was honoured and
presented with a plate on the trophy. This
year it was presented to VERNER
ANDERSEN.
We want to thank the many who helped not
only on this special day with the set-up,
food preparation and clean-up but also
Soren Sondergaard & Verner Andersen
those who, every Friday, make it a
special place for the men to come to.
They will be back the end of March, 2019.
Prepared by Arlene Lange on behalf of the
Geritol Gang.

Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Heritage Club - Thank you!
On behalf of Sunset Villa, we want to
thank everyone who made donations this
year.
Thank you also to the volunteers who
created crafts or helped in the Gift Shop!
Have a happy and healthy new year!
Tove Reiland & Ninna Petersen,
The Heritage Club
SUNSET MINDEPARK
Urn Cemetery
7150 R.R. 2, Concession 1
Puslinch, Ontario N0B 2J0
Cemetery Board President & Internment
Director: Soren Sondergaard
519-821-9296
sondergaards@rogers.com

Treasurer: Jannie Decoste
519-303-0512
jdecoste@rogers.com

You can order a 3 inch x 9 inch memorial Bronze plaque to be placed on the Main wall,
in memoriam of persons (Immigrants) of Danish descent not interred at Sunset
Mindepark. Contact Elisabeth Thorsen: beth_and_john@hotmail.com

Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Thank-You
Thank you to the Volunteers!
We would like to thank all of the volunteers who helped this year. It takes
a small army of committed people to keep this place going.
• First, the Geritol Gang doing the landscaping every Friday – we
can’t do without them!
•

On weekends the Campers show up to help everywhere they can.

There are many people that quietly donate money, food or
• Constitution
things
keep
Day to
had
at Sunset Villa going. These donations, like volunteer
work,
reduce our costs, and whether big or small,
least 50 volunthese
donations
teers
who got make a difference! Thank you very, very
the property
in for donating this year!
much
to everyone

order, made
aebleskiver,
worked the
event (and we
still needed
more!).

•

We held four work parties and many
events that people came to help us.

•

The Heritage Club creates crafts, runs
the Gift Shop, and was busy all year
fundraising – especially at the end of the
year with the Nordic Market.

•

Camp Master is a volunteer position we
can't do without.

•

And there are many others who quietly
go about their volunteer tasks, but don’t get noticed.

To all of you, we thank you very, very much. And we hope that more
new people will come help us next year! Many hands make light work!
Many thanks from Sunset Villa!

Thank you for donations!
There are many people who quietly donate money, food, gift shop donations and things to keep Sunset Villa going. These donations, like volunteer work, reduce our costs, and whether big or small, these donations
make a difference! Thank you very, very much to everyone for donating
this year!
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Danish Ambassador’s Visit
Thomas Winkler, Denmark’s new
ambassador to Canada, spent the
afternoon at Sunset Villa on Nov.
30, at the invitation of President
Lisa Olsen. Also attending were
Mindepark President Soren
Sondergaard, and members of
Sunset Villa Association.
Winkler made the trip to Crieff
after attending “Norden, the
festival of Cool” in Toronto, a
week-long event co-sponsored by
the Danish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. He drove himself, without a
procession of officials. The
unpretentious style suits him.
As Danish ambassador to Moscow
from 2013 to 2018, Winkler is
familiar with cold climes. He
enjoyed a buggy ride at Sunset
Villa, followed by lunch at The
Danish Place. The urn cemetery
was impressive, he said, and he
liked the pergola for weddings
while the trailers reminded him of
Danish summer homes.

On the Embassy
website (canada.um.dk), Winkler
says his main task is “to further
strengthen the relationship
between the Kingdom of Denmark
and Canada … through political,
commercial, scientific and cultural
cooperation and by working
Jan. & Feb. 2019

Thomas Winkler, Stella Dahlin, Lisa Olsen

together internationally.”
With respect to cultural
cooperation, the government
emphasizes contemporary Danish
culture more than heritage clubs
like Sunset Villa. It is not a priority
for the Danish government to keep
Danish clubs going worldwide.
To be clear, Winkler said, the
Danish government has no funds
to sustain Sunset Villa. However,
he thought closer co-operation
with Danish businesses might be
useful. “I also think you need
activities that pull in families, and
welcome people who will engage
with the place and assume
ownership. You need a core group
of people who really want to
maintain the place.”
Olsen invited Winkler to speak at
Constitution Day on Sun. June 2,
but unfortunately he is booked.
However, this visit placed Sunset
Villa on his radar. Not only will he
help our Association establish
connections with potential
commercial sponsors, he is also
inclined to return to The Danish
Place, whose menu is fit for an
ambassador.

By Karina Dahlin
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Mindepark History
If you’ve been to the Mindepark, you may have
wondered about the story behind this impressive
Monument. At its base are 2 plaques explaining its
history.
Courtesy of Soren Sondergaard, Mindepark Board
President, here is the story of the Monument.
In1993, the Sunset Mindepark Board decided that an
interesting type of monument would be appropriate if
placed at Sunset Mindepark.
Pastor Poul Berg Sundgaard, of the Grimsby Danish
Lutheran Church, had some contacts in southern
Jyland, Denmark. A large rock was found in a gravel pit, and the design was
agreed on. The large stone represents the Viking age, the laser-carved cross
representing the church.
The stone was freighted over in the summer of 1994, courtesy of Fisker Cargo
and installed by the then volunteer work gang. The plaque text tells the story of
the stone and was written by Pastor Sundgaard on Feb. 15, 1994. The bronze
plaques were placed by the monument on Oct. 26, 1994.
From Norway’s mountains a mighty icefield came, to Denmark’s meadows in
the south.
With cold and ice from the
higher north, I fought a
mighty match, I was pushed
and turned. And the stress
was great.
The Sun’s gold over the ice
field shine
Earth shake and ice melt,
push and flood.
So I ended up in the Danish
soil, Hidden and forgotten
for thousands of years.
The day come and light again I see, the memories are coming back, I will more
-more emigrate.
With faith and power, over the ocean I went and now I tell about the hope, that
grows, About the eternity placed on the old earth.
I am proud, I am from the high north.
Translated from Danish & Norwegian by Soren Sondergaard
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Membership Report
2018 has been a remarkable year for
membership growth at Sunset Villa; a
significant portion of this growth was
made possible by The Danish Place.
Their efforts to help us attract new
memberships this year, coupled with
our own successful membership drives
at Constitution Day (15 new
memberships) and the first annual
Nordic Market (16 new memberships),
resulted in a total of 100 new
memberships this year.
This compares very favourably to the
40 new memberships that Sunset Villa
attracted in 2017. Of course new
memberships alone aren't enough.
Renewals by existing members are
just as, if not more, important. This
year we were also fortunate to have
the highest member retention rate
since 2014. The 95% renewal rate for
2018 is significantly higher than the
rolling average retention rate of just
under 90% for each of the last four
years.

We started this year with 426
memberships. So where are we now?
As of December 19th we have:
•

Total memberships = 505
(405 renewals and 100 new)

•

Family = 321 which translates to
minimum of 642 members

•

Single = 184

For a total of 826 members.
So what about next year? While it
would be great to have another banner
year like 2018, it is difficult to project
how many more Danes are hiding out
there who are excited about the club
and want to become a part of it. Suffice
to say we would like to see the upward
trend continue, even if only slightly. Is
it too much to aim for 525
memberships at the end of 2019? Stay
tuned.
Pernille Jorgensen,
Membership Director

New Members
Please welcome the following members who joined since the last Bulletin:
Waterloo: A & K Armitage, G & R
Pedersen, T Jensen with R Watson
Guelph: B Rosairus with P Nielsen,
S Rosairus with C Wilburn
Fort Lauderdale (USA): M-L
Skafte with R Martin
Vancouver: G Skafte
Kitchener: T Ouilette with D
Manbro
St. Thomas: L Andersen
Toronto: H Winther with M
Muramoto
Mississauga: J & B Nielsen
Jan. & Feb. 2019

Burlington: K Cockburn with J
Duward
Hamilton: B & R Burdett
Niagara Falls: Y & S Cox
Bradford: E & K Hueglin
Collingwood: B & W Koch
Belwood: C & E Nielsen
Newmarket: L & J Pedersen
Caledon: L & N Petersen
Stouffville: J & J Skovhoj
Rockwood: C & J Zvidema
St. Ann’s: C Hatorp
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Nine Waves closed October 31, 2018
The owner of Nine Waves in Lucknow and Kincardine,
Helene Jakobsen, has decided that it is time for a
change and has closed down the stores.
“It’s hard to believe that it has been 13 years since we
started on the main street in Lucknow with Crocs and
Clogs”. The Kincardine location opened 10 years ago
and the online started up last summer. “Nine Waves has
given me so much over the years, countless new friendships, lots of community involvement and working
together with so many wonderful girls in the stores.
Those are the things I will miss the most” says Helene.
“One of the main reasons for my decision is that my
husband’s company, Protekta Inc., is growing at such a
pace that they are needing more space in Lucknow,
both warehouse and office. They are also expanding
with a subsidiary in the USA, so there is going to be a lot
of extra paperwork. I have always been part of Protekta
while running Nine Waves, and now with the extra tasks
I will work full time with Protekta and be focusing on my
other passion, working with numbers and accounting”.
Helene Jakobsen
On behalf of Sunset Villa, thank you Helene for your long-term
support of Sunset Villa. We wish you and your family continued
great success.
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Camping
Honestly it’s hard to look back a
year ago, but there are so many
positives to mention. Sunset Villa
campground has come a long way
with many positive
accomplishments.
We have finally stream-lined the
hydro rate calculations and have
paid back the over-charges error.
For the first time in a long time, we
can say the campground is at its
full capacity!
The atmosphere has only been

positive at the campground.
It warms my heart to see that the
campers are using our restaurant
facilities. I honestly can say that
I’ve become fixture at the
restaurant on the weekends.
It’s nice to see that we have
become one with the restaurant.
They sure did help us with our
events this year. The food was
excellent.
Thank you again.
Monica Jensen, Camp Director

Parks
We have had so much happen this
year I can’t even remember where
to start.
We have had a great turn-out to
our work parties this year, starting
in the Spring to the Fall. So many
new faces and old. The club
couldn’t exist without you.
We’ve even had Benny and Anna
provide meals Danish-Style which
brought back the Danish style to
our lunches. Thank you Benny and
Anna.
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Since then we have had many
trees being cut around the park that
needed to come down that the
volunteers couldn’t do.
We hired a tree company to come
in to help. We are still in the
process of trying to clean the
debris.
Thanks to everyone who came out
to help around the park last year.
Sunset Villa appreciates all that
you do.
Monica Jensen, Parks Director
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Board Meetings
Historically, Board meetings have
been held monthly at Sunset Villa.
To hold a full Board meeting, we
need a quorum of 6 (out of 9)
Directors. There have been some
months we have not been able to
obtain the required attendance.
To address this issue, we formed
an Executive Committee of 5
Board members who meet to
conduct critical Board business
when we don’t have a quorum. The
Executive Committee is defined in
our bylaws, and it works. All 9
Directors are happy using this
approach.
We are elected to take care of
Sunset Villa business, and we are
doing that! We are truly going
above and beyond, and we think
that is apparent. Some of us can
contribute more than others, and
that is fine – this is volunteer work!
We will have formal meetings when
we NEED them, not just so we can
say we had one.

The Directors are balancing their
volunteer roles with the demands
of jobs, vacations, family
commitments & care-taking.
Between commuting & preparation
time, a Board meeting is a
minimum 5 hour commitment.
Outside of formal Board meetings,
we communicate with each other
frequently in person, by email, text,
and conference calls to make
necessary business decisions.
We are investigating using
technology to conduct business
discussions to remove one of the
key barriers in recruiting new
Board members – that Board
meetings are “too much work”.
As a new Board, we are doing
things in new ways, and it works.
Sunset Villa must be open to
change!
Sunset Villa Board of Directors

Upcoming meeting dates are posted on our website on the Members
page. Members can submit an Agenda item by sending an email to the
Secretary, at least one week before the next meeting.

Puslinch Christmas Parade
On Sunday, Nov. 25th, Sunset
Villa Club members participated
in the Puslinch Christmas parade
in Aberfoyle. Lee Hansen, Rick
Rowan, May Davies, Monica &
Jessica Jensen and our very own
Viking, Chris Rowan, welcomed
the Christmas spirit in front of a
large local crowd.
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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400th Anniversary - Munk expedition
If you are unfamiliar with the
Danish explorer Jens Munk,
you have a great opportunity
in 2019. It is 400 years since
he came to Canada – before it
was known as Canada. He
called the land Nova
Dania (Latin for New
Denmark) - the name didn’t
stick.
Today Jens Munk’s name is
almost forgotten. However, he
is arguably one of the great
personalities of history, who
never received the recognition
he deserved.

The Federation of Danish
Associations in Canada has
Munk was Danish, an Emissary of King established a Jens Munk Steering
Committee to share his story – in
Christian IV, soldier, merchant, naval
Danish-Canadian circles – and with all
hero, linguist, storyteller, navigator,
Canadians & anyone who cares about
nurse, friend, father-figure, wise and
history and the human spirit. It is a
well-liked, inspiring and idealistic.
story that really goes to the core of
His story has so many aspects it’s hard what it means to be human.
to know which angle to use. As
Otto Christensen, Gimli, Member,
Canadians with Danish roots, it is our Jens Munk Steering Committee
story as well; and we can tell it with
pride and humility. It’s the story of a
man who was more noble than any Ways to get involved:
nobleman of the time. He showed
• Follow his story on Facebook - Jens
compassion and goodwill, but never
Munk 400th Anniversary. Follow a
got any himself. He was an amazing
36-week biography of Jens Munk.
navigator; he was a person with
From May 2019 read Jens Munk’s
perseverance and loyalty like few.
epic journey – day by day
Yet he never received official
• Attend the Winnipeg Conference of
recognition as one of Denmark’s
the Danish Federation, May 23-26,
famous sea captains/admirals. In
2019.
Denmark, there is only a cairn
• Read “Navigatio Septentrionalis” –
erected by Dansk Canadisk Selskab
Munk’s Report to King Christian IV
in Strandgaard Dyrehave, near
• Travel to Churchill, Manitoba where
Faxe.
Jens Munk wintered in 1619-1620.
• Be adventurous and compassionate
like Jens Munk!
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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BAKER’S SUNDAY - 2019
Usually the 1st Sunday of the month, 10 a.m. start
•
•
•
•
•

Sun. Mar. 3
Sun. Apr. 7
Sun. May 5
Sun. June 2
Sun. July 7

•
•
•
•
•

Sun. Aug. 4
Sun. Sept. 1
Sun. Oct. 6
Sun. Nov. 3
Sun. Dec. 1

Official Danish Representation
DANISH CANADIAN
NATIONAL MUSEUM SOCIETY
Selskabet for det Dansk-Canadiske
National Museum
Box 92, Spruce View, Alberta
Canada T0M 1V0
Join Us—give our past a future

Royal Danish Embassy—Ottawa
Telephone
Fax
E-mail
Website

613-562-1811
613-562-1812
ottamb@umb.dk
www.amottawa.um.dk

Royal Danish Consulate Gen Toronto
Telephone
416-962-5669
Fax
416-962-3668
Hours: weekdays 9am—1pm (for passports)
For VISAS, residence permits: please contact

the Royal Danish Embassy in Ottawa
Hours: 9am—1pm and 2pm—4pm
Jan. & Feb. 2019

Page 20

Jan. & Feb. 2019
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BOARD of DIRECTORS 2018 / 2019
President & Tenant Liaison
Lisa Olsen
lisaolsen@ymail.com
Vice President
Campground & Parks
Monica Jensen
416-757-6757
campground.sunsetvilla@
outlook.com

Finance & Insurance
Herman Glemser
finances.
sunsetvilla@outlook.com

Secretary, By-laws & Rules
Stella Dahlin
fergalstella@gmail.com

Membership
Pernille Jorgensen
membership.sunsetvilla
@outlook.com

Communications & Sponsorship
Mary Healy
communications.sunsetvilla
@outlook.com

Restaurant Liaison
Jennifer Higgins
jenhiggins@live.ca

Entertainment
Whitney Black

Fundraising
Kirsten Skafte
entertainment.sunsetvilla
@outlook.com

Camp Master
Christiane Gruhn
386 -212-9766
chgruhn11@gmail.com

Internal Financial Reviewers
• Johnny Larsen
• Rick Rowan

Board of Director Meetings
Upcoming meeting dates are posted on our website on the Members
page. Members are welcome to submit a potential Director Meeting
agenda item by sending an email to the Secretary at least one week
before the next meeting.
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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Jan. & Feb. 2019

Page 23

Sunset Villa Association’s mission is to provide a place to
enjoy Danish heritage and hygge in Southern Ontario. We
welcome those of Danish descent & anyone interested in
Danish culture, meeting new & old friends.
Features:
• 50+ acres of beautiful woods for hiking, riding, or cross-country

skiing.

• Events such as Constitution Day, St. Hans fireworks and many

more.

• Campground with seasonal and weekend lots for trailers or tents.
• Playground for kids or borrow a bike to explore the grounds.
• Ten rental Apartments for eligible Seniors.
• Feast on authentic Danish cuisine in the Danish Place Restaurant.
• Baker’s Sunday is the first Sunday of every month from March to

December with Hansen’s Danish Baker.

• Members can rent the Dome at a discounted rate.
• Join us to keep Danish traditions alive for future generations. We

welcome new ideas and new members. Sunsetvilla.org/joinus
Follow Sunset Villa Association
www.sunsetvilla.org

Facebook.com/Sunset-Villa-Association-Puslinch
Instagram: sunsetvillaassociation; #SVDanish
#SVViking
Editor: communications.sunsetvilla@outlook.com

Bulletin Submissions
Deadline for Mar. & Apr. 2019 Bulletin: Feb. 10, 2019
Email submissions to communications.sunsetvilla@outlook.com
Jan. & Feb. 2019
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