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• Started in 1972 at 8 U.S. institutions
• UAB was one of the first 8
• Matrix vs Stand Alone Cancer Center
• Comprehensive Status
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• 71 NCI-designated 
cancer centers

• 51 are comprehensive 
cancer centers
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Identify and mitigate cancer burdens and 
disparities of people in the catchment area 
through research and implementation of the 
findings of this research. 



© UAB. All Rights Reserved.

Community Outreach 
and Engagement

Basic and Population 
Science Research

Implementation 
Approaches
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Monica Baskin
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR 
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& ENGAGEMENT
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Community Outreach 
and Engagement

Basic and Population 
Science Research

Implementation 
Approaches

22% Smoke
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Isabel Scarinci 

Cancer Control & 
Population Science

Peter Hendricks

Karen Cropsey

Cancer Control & 
Population Science

Cancer Control & 
Population Science
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Community Outreach 
and Engagement

Basic and Population 
Science Research

Implementation 
Approaches

Multiple Myeloma 2
-fold higher in AA
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Control

Heprinase 
Knockdown

Ralph 
Sanderson

Cancer 
Biology & 
Immunology

Elizabeth 
Brown
Cancer Control 
& Population 
Sciences
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Luciano Costa
 AD for CLINICAL 

RESEARCH
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TARGET
IDENTIFICATION

ASSAY
DEVELOPMENT

HTS HIT
VALIDATION

LEAD
IDENTIFICATION

LEAD
DEVELOPMENT

TOXICOLOGY
PRECLINICAL

CLINICAL TRIAL
PHASE 1 & 2

Peptide targeting of DPY30 
suppresses binding to SET1/MLL
and H3K4 methylation

Peptides

SRI-31277
SRI-35241

SRI-40000 
SRI-42000

Small 
molecules

Thrombospondin1 (TSP1) 
peptide antagonists inhibit 
TGF-b activation

S

DNA methyl transferase I
(DNMT1) inhibitor

Aza-TdC  (NTX-301)

Structure-based design Lipid toxicity
Tumor formation in models of
mammary and skin cancer  
Neuroblastoma tumor growth

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.sigmaaldrich.com/catalog/product/sigma/a3656?lang=en&region=US&psig=AOvVaw0qEtluBID3fSwvs8yVJKJ1&ust=1587574582913000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLiQnOKC-ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Ipilimumab

Nivolumab + 
Ipilimumab

Nivolumab



© UAB. All Rights Reserved.

• Multiple myeloma for 7 years. 
• 6 prior lines of therapy including 2 autologous transplants.
• No further treatment options.
• Entered O’Neal Phase 1 CAR-T Trial for Multiple Myeloma. 
• 2 Months later – No evidence of disease
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Eddy Yang
Experimental 
Therapeutics

Shuko Harada
Experimental 
Therapeutics
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Eddy Yang
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Therapeutics

Shuko Harada
Experimental 
Therapeutics
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• Trust – Experimental subject
• Trust – Best treatment option
• Trust – Side Effects
• Trust – COVID-19

Navigation Promotes Trust
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58% of people in Alabama are medically underserved.

Are >58% are underserved for cancer care? 
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A 45-year-old woman skips her 
mammogram because the nearest 

center is 40 miles away.
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A 45-year-old 
woman with a 
palpable breast 
mass does not 
seek treatment 
due to lack of 
insurance.
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A 45-year-old woman with a small 
localized breast cancer decides not 
to seek out clinical trial opportunities 
because she has a good prognosis.
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• Cognitive
• Neuropathic
• Cardiac
• Musculoskeletal 
• Hematologic 
• Secondary cancers
• Many others 
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• Mechanistic Basis of Outcomes
• Genetic Test Development 
• Targeted interventions

Smita Bhatia

Cancer Control & 
Population Science

Noha Sharafeldin

Cancer Control & 
Population Science
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Promoting Healthy Behaviors 
in Cancer Survivors 

Follow up and 
appropriate cancer 

survivor screening and 
prevention

Wendy Demark-Wahnefried
CANCER PREVENTION

 & CONTROL
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• Cancer screening and cancer care access for all people in Alabama 
through community outreach. 

• Merger of cancer clinical trials into standard of care for all cancer patients.
• Dovetail cancer care with cancer survivor care. 
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