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WHY WE LIGHT CANDLES
[Jesus said,] “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” - John 9:5

November is the month we have our Thanksgiving celebration. The harvest time-of-year is when
we give thanks to God for all of God’s blessings to us. But this month begins with another special day; All Saint’s Sunday. All Saint’s Day is celebrated on November 1 st , when we remember
all the Christians in our lives who have died and now rest in God’s care. As a church we celebrate all Saints during the first weekend in November. This has been an important weekend in
the lives of many of our families, as they remember the passing of those close to them. This is
also true for us as a church. When we think about the saints who have left us, it has been especially hard year for us at Salem. There have been a number of people who were important to the
life of this congregation who died. Our loss will have a big impact on our church in the days and
years ahead.
When we conduct All Saints service on November 3rd and 4th this year, we include an important
ritual. During the service, we come up to the front of the sanctuary to light a candle. The candle
itself has always been significant in worship because of what it represents. The flame flickers
and dances as it if it is alive, which represents the life that comes from God. The fire reminds us
of God’s presence, which gives us light and warmth. It was that light the guided the Israelites
through the wilderness to the Promised Land. So when a candle burns, we have this symbol that
God is with us to guide us and comfort us.
The lighting of a candle in memory of a loved one also signifies our belief. We believe that our
loved one who died in faith is not dead, but is still alive in God. Jesus himself said this in John
11:25-26; “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” Our faith tells us something that
our eyes cannot see, that those who die in faith have been saved. We have this promise of eternal life that comes with our baptism and our trust in Jesus’ death and resurrection. During our
baptism, a candle is light and handed to the family to signify that the light of Christ has entered
the life of the baptized. So the candles we light reminds
us that the light of Christ is still burns in those who
have passed away.
So on this All Saint’s Weekend, you are invited to come
to worship and remember all of the saints who were important in your life. During the prayers we will read the
names of those who died in the past year who were
members, former members, or close relatives. After
each name a bell is tolled. And when it is time to light a
candle, you can light one for everyone close to you who
has died. In this way, we honor them, recognize their
faith in Jesus Christ, and acknowledge their role in
helping us grow in our own faith.
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CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MINUTES
Sunday, October 14, 2018
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:20 a.m. The minutes from the
last meeting we accepted as written.
Guest: Charles Armstrong was our guest, here to speak on behalf of the Synod. He
asked the Council to list the positive things occurring at Salem, the challenges we
face and the opportunities ahead of us, asking how the Synod could assist us in our
mission. He then offered a prayer and departed the meeting.
Pastor’s Moment: Since Pastor was absent from this meeting, his comments are
available in his written report.
Treasurer’s Report: Nancy Patterson announced that the budget process is beginning, and that council members should receive their preparation materials shortly. A
proposed budget will be ready for consideration and vote in December.
Old Business: Church Secretary Donna Weeks came to the meeting to make a
presentation on the various options to replace our aging duplicating equipment. She
received twenty bids from three companies and made the recommendation that we
replace the two machines we currently have with one newer, more powerful copier.
The new copier will require the loading of software drivers on the various Church
computers, but that can be taken care of in house.
Roof – The Council did not act on the bid from Five Star Roofing because of their
poor reputation and reported problems. Steve Morford mentioned that we should
use a local roofing company. A task force will be formed to create a solicitation for
bid to send to local roofing companies.
Sunday School – now that Sunday School is using the basement, the stools in the
unisex bathrooms need to be repaired. Rick Jones will work on this.
New Business: Third floor – when the roof and water leaks are finally solved, the
third floor will need cleaned, repainted and new carpeting before Sunday School can
return to this area.
Conversion of overflow into a chapel – a subcommittee will be formed to work on
this.
Financial information in newsletter – there is a request from the congregation to include a summary of the Church’s financial status, especially as it pertains to the
building repairs, in the monthly newsletter. Nancy Patterson will work on this.
Next meeting: The business addressed in the next meeting will be restricted to
dealing with emergency situations and working on the budget for 2019.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 12:46 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Rita Gustafson, Secretary

ATTENDANCE FOR OCTOBER

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
YTD as of 9/30/20178
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Income

$167,731

Expenses

$167,377

Difference
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Thanksgiving Worship Service
Tuesday, November 20th at 7:00 p.m.

VETERAN’S HONORED AT
WAG
(Wednesdays Are Grace)
Wednesday, November 7th at
6:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited to our dinner held in honor
of our veterans on Wednesday, November 7th,
beginning at 6:00 PM. The menu will be stuffed
pork chops, mashed potatoes & gravy, green
beans, and dessert, all for a cost of $9. Veterans
can attend at no cost. Please plan to attend and
honor those who served our country by signing
up in the narthex blue binder.

Thanksgiving is almost upon us. Our yearly tradition of a pie fest after our Thanksgiving worship service will get us all in the mood for that big Turkey
dinner on Thanksgiving Day. The service is at 7:00
PM on Tuesday, November 20th followed by the Pie
Fest. If you are able, a donation of a pie would be
greatly appreciated. You can sign up in the narthex
if you wish to contribute.

DIRECTORY UPDATES
Please update your directories with the
following information.
New Phone Number
Cathie Anderson 309-798-8795
New Address:
Larry and Cathy Bigelow

3109 46th St Moline, Il

YOUTH
Youth Groups
Sunday School News: Please remember
that Sunday School starts at 8:45AM!

Watch your email and face
book for information about
upcoming God Star and Jr/
Sr high events in November!

2018 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Christmas program
practice begins November 18th and
continues through
December 16th.
The Christmas
Program is December 16th at 10AM!**

Beginners Department (0-4 yrs.)
We are excited to have such a fun class
and look forward to singing in the upcoming Christmas program! Join us in the
Nursery on Sunday morning.
Elementary Sunday School Department
(ages 5 thru 6th grade)
In November, the Elementary Sunday
school will finish the Fiesta unit on Jesus
through games, snacks, and videos. On
November 18th, we will begin practicing for
this year's Christmas program. There are a
lot of things to work on so please do your
best to be there each week. We look forward to seeing everyone. This age group
meets in the music room on 1st floor.
Jr. High/High School SUNDAY'S COOL!
(7th thru 12th grade)
This is our most important weekly gathering. Come for a great time of fellowship and
hands-on learning of God's word. This age
group meets in the Youth Room.

Congratulations to Austin Engel, Owen
Kump and Kaitlyn Wilburn. They were
confirmed on October 25th and we are very
proud of them!

Wednesday Nights
Teen Drop In (6:00-8:00PM) – 7th grade & Up. Laid back,
come as you are, environment to play games, ping pong,
and just hang out with friends. (Confirmation Class begins
at 7PM). **There will be no Drop-in on November 21st.**

BEV & MILT JOHNSON by Cynthia Teager, Larry & Cynthia Walker.
ELLEN WHITCOMB by Laura Ritche
FAYE LIND WALLACE.by Barbara Tillberg, Dale & Laura Spriet,
Scott & Kari Boldt, Dwight & Marlene Schoeneck, Hilde Kostka.
MARJORIE GRAFLUND by John Anderson, Dorothy Schourek, Dick Tillberg, Maureen Archibald,
Ruth Grimes, Charlene Issacson Stoltenberg, Don & Claudette Swensson, Karen & Frank Ege,
Barbara Tillberg, Roger & Linda Lundgren, Rita & Jon Gustafson, Linda Graflund, Barb & Whitey
Kirkhus, Diane & Don Versluys, Dan & Judy Oberg, Barry & Pat Davison, Larry & Bev Bell, Linda
Czupka, Dorothy Nystrom, June Piff, Barbara Johnston, Richard & Janice Housman, Richard
kstrand, Marilyn Harter, Michael Thomas Pyevich MD & Vickie Diamandakis Pyevich MD, Calvin
Peterson, Mary Bartman, Schuyler & Jody Houston, Darlene Hann, Anthony & Pamela Duncan,
Jim & Marti Kernan, Dick & Margaret Castle, Hilde Kostka, Marlo Brotman King, Sharon Brotman Erickson, Jerrel Brotman.
MILT JOHNSON by John Anderson, Dick Tillberg, Betti Meyers, Ray & Tonya Meyers, Jackie &
Tom Schersahl, Maureen Archibald, Ruth Grimes, Merlin & Marilyn Swanson, Rick & Mary Anthony, Cathie Anderson, Julie Batten, Don & Claudette Swensson, Rita & Jon Gustafson,
Molyneaux, Dorothy Schourek, Dick & Margaret Castle, Karen & Frank Ege, Dorothy Nystrom,
Brian, Lori, Dan, Delaney & Patrick Flattery, Larry, & Cathie Bigelow, Barb Craver, Linda Zupka,
Pete & Linda Davidson, Joanne Halverson, Darlene Hann, Barb Hauf, Linda Lentz, Roger & Linda
Lundgren, Karin Martin, Jon & Rita Melin, June Piff, Barbara Tillberg, Todd & Christine Winters,
Ruth Koulda, Timothy & Patricia Kelly, The Johnson Family, Mark & Bona Hilton, Craig & Sydney Hofer, Gary & Linda Giger, Terry & Kathy Boland, Wisdom Financial Services, LLC, Larry &
Linda Ontiveros, Marianne & Stan Moore, Charlene Isaacson Stoltenberg, Bob & Nadyne Stockhecke, Hilde Kostka, Howard Findahl, Myron Yoeckel, Margie Hulsbrink, Carolyn Zelnio, Dan &
Janice Hofer Family, Merle D. Wilson Family, Monty Pollner.

On November 3rd and 4th, we observe
All Saints Day and honor those who
have past away since prior All Saints’
Day.
Betty Neal, Chrissy Burroughs, Carolyn
Hengst, Ruby Brown, Dolores Johnson,
Janet Larsen, Beverly Johnson, Richard
Gustafson, Larry Anderson, Shirley Kilgard, Sara Goembel, Ellen Whitcomb,
Faye Wallace, Marjorie Graflund, Milton
Johnson, Bonnie Townsend.

FROM THE PARISH NURSE
THANKSGIVING
I wanted to write something special and share with you. I thought of the two holidays in November,
Thanksgiving and Veterans day. We have so much to be thankful for and we need to share blessings and our thankfulness with others and our Veterans, not just on these two days in November.
Sometimes one might think: I don’t have much to be thankful for. This is not how I want to live, my
family does not come see me, I am struggling, I am not happy for one reason or another, I have an
illness that has severely caused changes in my life that I am not happy with, I am having trouble in
school and at home, no one appreciates me, I have no friends and no one comes to see me, and the
list goes on and on.
We are blessed by God in many ways and sometimes one forgets it. Stop and think about how God
is always there for us when times are bad. He is our help and always gets us through the good and
the bad. We have so much! The beauty of nature, look at the trees this fall, look at the laughing
happy innocent children, look at the people who are kind and giving and share God’s love with you,
look and remember the soldiers who gave their lives for us and others and our country, look at all
the times you were happy, active and healthy, look at the times when you won the race, was the
best pie maker, aced the test, or best joke teller and look at the times you laughed till you were silly. How wonderful are those times and days we have and have had. There is something each day
that we can all feel blessed and thankful for. If you forget the blessings are there, you just have to
look and remember that God gave his Son Jesus for all of us. What a blessing that was. How thankful we are. Well, maybe the turkey isn’t so thankful but yet maybe he is because he is feeding so
many people a wonderful meal, well maybe.
Thanksgiving blessings to all of you.
Melody, Parish Nurse.

SUPPORT GROUP
There will be no Support Group meeting in November because of the Thanksgiving holiday. Join us
instead on December 4th when the support group
will meet at Miss Mamie’s.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Notes from the Organist
All About Hymns - continued
Meter may also be indicated by initials.
LM is “Long Meter” (88 88; four lines, each
with 8 syllables) such as text: #619 I Know
that my Redeemer Lives tune: Duke Street
LMD is “Long Meter Double” (8888 8888; eight
lines, each with 8 syllables) such as text: #711
O Day of Peace tune: Jerusalem

Salem’s Bell Choir performed on October 14th

D “double” can also be used with other meters;
5554D (5554 5554) such as text: #556 Morning has Broken tune: Bunessan

SM is “Short Meter” (66 86; four lines, with 6,
6, 8, 6 syllables each such as text: #314 Arise, Your Light has Come tune: Festal Song
CM is “Common Meter” (86 86; four lines, with 8 then 6 then 8 then 6 syllables) such as text:
#239 Hark, the Glad Sound tune: Chesterfield
One tune may utilize many texts. Tune: Duke Street LM
text: #434 Jesus Shall Reign;
#619 I Know that my Redeemer Lives
#848 Give to our God Immortal Praise
The number of syllables per line may vary slightly from verse to verse within the same hymn;
such as #283 O Come All Ye Faithful and #413 Holy, Holy, Holy
Or vary significantly from verse to verse within the same hymn: such as #787 On Eagles Wings
and #780 Shepherd me O God
In most English speaking countries, we associate hymns with Christian worship. However,
hymns may also be associated with other world religions, such as Hinduism and those from
Egyptian and Greek cultures.
We may also categorize hymns as per content or intent or
message (such as Adoration, Advent, Baptism, etc.) However, this classification is quite subjective and a given hymn
text may be appropriate for a variety of Christian worship
events. (#781 “Children of the Heavenly Father” is appropriate for both baptisms and funerals.
Soli Deo Gloria (To God Alone be the Glory)
Ilga - Organist

FROM THE GREEN TEAM
Nine Tips to Reduce your Environmental Impact this Thanksgiving Holiday
Thanksgiving is an exciting time of the year where family and friends all gather around a full table
of fresh foods to share gratitude for things they are thankful for in their life. Let’s give thanks for
the abundance our natural environment provides. Here are some tips to give back by reducing
your impact.
Use public transportation or carpool. If are planning to travel this Thanksgiving, make sure to
use public transportation or carpool to minimize carbon emissions and be able to skip out on crazy holiday traffic.

2. Incorporate environmentally friendly recipes. Substituting meat for fruits, vegetables, and

grains can reduce carbon emissions associated with your food. You can try to go turkey-less this
holiday a vegetarian substitute. Or, if you keep the turkey, try vegetarian and vegan sides.

3.

Shop local and in season foods. Having a fun outing with family and friends to the local
farmer’s market to purchase local in season foods, limits the carbon emissions associated with
the journey the food takes before it makes its way on your table.

4.

Store leftovers in reusable containers and cook only what you need. Rather than using single
-use plastic bags, tin foil or plastic wrap, store food in reusable containers to help reduce waste
generation. Also, make sure to cook only what you will be able to eat to minimize food waste.

5. Turn down thermostat and lights off when gone. If you are traveling away from your home,

make sure to turn down your thermostat, unplug phantom loads, and turn off the lights so your
home is not consuming unnecessary energy.

6. Compost Food Scraps You can put all of food scraps and other compostable material in your

own homemade compost. There are lots of fun DIY composting ideas to try and composting food
scrapes minimizes energy needed to process your waste
Make no-bake desserts. Having your oven on uses energy and creates emission. This year you can
mitigate this by making no-bake desserts that don’t require the oven to be tasty. Here is just some
recipes to try.

8.

Skip Black Friday shopping. Instead of rushing out with the crowds the following day, skip
the crazy shopping fest and make homemade gifts this year or purchase handmade gifts from local artist.
9.
After Thanksgiving, make sure to use LED holiday lights. To save energy and reduce emissions, put up LED holiday lights instead of others. Also make sure to have the lights on a timer so
that they are on only when they need to be.

. Dear Pastor Randy and members of Salem,

Thank you from the Health & Wellness
Committee for donated bakery items–
delicious as always. The chili lunch
and Bake Sale was a success again.
THANK YOU for making our participation in the CROP Walk a huge success!!
Salem Lutheran had 11 walkers brave
the cold and rain in the 6 mile walk for
hunger. A BIG thanks to our donors and
our walkers! Thanks for caring, and for
giving, and for making the CROP walk a
success! Sally Patterson

Thank you so much for your caring kindness and
help before, during, and after Mom’s funeral. We are
so grateful for your presence and thoughtfulness during this time. Mom loved your leadership and pastoring at Salem and would also be grateful. Your sermon
was beautiful and so appropriate. We are also grateful for all those Salem members who assisted with
and attended Mom’s funeral. A special thank you to
the “kitchen crew” and all those who provided wonderful things to eat at the luncheon. The table settings were beautiful and Mom would have loved the
flowers table settings. Salem was Mom’s spiritual
home for over 73 years and it was very important to
her and our family. Our hearts are filled with gratitude for Mom’s life and all those at Salem who were
part of it. Thank you again and God Bless you.
Very sincerely,
The Lind Family; Chris, Jeff, Steve and Curt

stewardship
Have you noticed the weekly prayers, in your email or as a phone call? Have you seen
how our ministries reach out with hearts and hands?
Prayer is a cornerstone of our faith, a beginning and an ending, our strength and hope
and joy. As we move into the last months of this year we will continue to hear prayers from the
hearts within our ministries and church family here at Salem. In October we had prayers from
the Social Committee. In November look for prayers from learners of a variety of ages.
December will finish with prayers from the Finance Committee. We can all pray for each ministry and each person doing God’s work in this place.
This past month have you noticed God at work through our Social Ministry? Evergreens,
coffee times, fellowship.... God works through each person gathered together in word and smile
and hospitality. In November look for how God works through the Adult Education opportunities available at Salem! And in December,
the ministry of the Finance Committee
will celebrate the generosity of God’s gifts
to us through what they do here with and
for us at Salem.
Stewardship is indeed year round! God is active in us and
through us in all that we do and say.
Stewardship is living out our faith—it is
how we live each day, each moment.
Thanks be to God!
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Change Service Requested
Saturday 5:00 pm
Worship with Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship with Communion
Office Hours: Monday - Friday
8:00 am to Noon
Rev. Dr. Randy Willers
309-292-0881
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WELCA Meetings
Naomi Circle: Naomi Circle will meet on November 6th at
1”30 PM at the home of June Piff
Serenity Circle: November 5th at 1:00 PM – Karen Ege,
hostess. Serenity circle meets in the lounge at Salem.

EVERGREENS
Mark your calendars for November
20 when the Evergreens will hear
Mike Miller speak on the new programs at the River Bend Food Pantry. Our lunch includes lasagna,
toss salad, bread sticks and dessert. Sign up in the narthex and we will see you then!

