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PEOPLES GAS

Gas Emergencies and You!




What I1s Natural Gas?

A Natural Gas is 95% methane

I The other 5% is composed of ethane,
propane, and other heavier hydrocarbons

I Some water vapor



What I1s Natural Gas?

A Is non-toxic

iIl's consi dered a nsi mpl

Asimple asphyxiants displace air and can cause
suffocation

I As long as there Is enough oxygen it can be
breathed without harm



What I1s Natural Gas?

A Is odorless, colorless, and tasteless

A Mercaptan is added to give it a distinctive
smell

A Must be readily detectable to theaverage
noseat 20% of the lower flammable limit




What I1s Natural Gas?

AWhat does the average
nose look like?
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What I1s Natural Gas?

A Exist as a vapor [not a liquid] inside the
pipeline
A Has a specific gravity of 0.6, which
means It islighter than air
I It will quickly dissipate when escaping to
atmosphere
I Always consider wind direction and vapors




What I1s Natural Gas?

A Will only burn within a limited range when
mixed with air

I Flammability range is 5% to 15%

| Increasing Gas to Air Mixture ~T.:|




What I1s Natural Gas?

A Ignition Temperature of 1100 degrees F

IWhi ch means that 1t do
ignite
I For example, scuff of a shoe, static discharge

from clothing, open flames, electronic
devices, matches, cigarettes, etc



Where are pipelines buried?
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How Do We Distribute
Natural Gas?

Typical Distribution System
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How do you learn the location of
pipeline facilities?

“Call Sunshine”

N Ng

(2) Working Days Before You Dig *

Sunshine State One Call yV®

of Florida, Inc.




Once on siteLook for evidence

-

of pipeline faclilities?

A Look for gas
meters on
residences and
nearby buildings.




Once on siteLook for evidence
of pipeline faclilities?

A Look for exposed
piping such as this
service riser.



Once on siteLook for evidence
of pipeline faclilities?

A Look for signs of
underground piping
such as valve boxes.



Once on siteLook for evidence
of pipeline faclilities?

A Look for aboveground piping in the neighboring area.




Once on siteLook for evidence

-

of pipeline faclilities?

A Look for gas lighting
on the street or in
neighboring yards.




Once on siteLook for evidence
of pipeline faclilities?

A Look for evidence of il @A
gas equipment Iin |
buildings?
| e.g. venting,

chimney or stacksf




Once on siteLook for evidence
of pipeline faclilities?

A Looking for signs and pipeline
markers.
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Once on siteLook for evidence
of pipeline faclilities?

A Remember, not all
pipeline markers are

vellow !

ADonodt conf
pipeline markers
with driveway
markers .




Once on siteLook for evidence
of pipeline faclilities?

A Look for temporary

marking devices -

i Paint, Flags, Stakes, 4 : »
or ee |




Once on siteLook for evidence

-

of pipeline faclilities?

ATemporary
marking devices [
may be offset § =
from thel™ =
actual location. = =
i Paint, Flags, Stake o \

or 6 é




Protect Gas Facilities

AUncover the facility at marking
devices by using

I Hand excavation
I Vacuum excavation



What Happens if Accidental
Damage Occurs?

A Damage includes
I Displacement
I Undermining
I Coating damage
| Severing a tracing wire
I Rupturing the facility
A Report damagesmmediately!




What should be done when a
pipeline Is ruptured?

AWhen a Gas Emergency exists, first
consideration must be to protect life
and then property.

Acall 911!
A Call the Local Gas Company



What should be done when a

-

pipeline Is ruptured?

AEvacuate everyone from the area
Immediately,

AGo Upwind
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What should be done when a

—

pipeline Is ruptured?

Alf possible, eliminate ignition sources

AEstablish a safe zone around the leak
I Do not let anyone Iinside
I Do not allow ignition sources inside
| Evacuate businesses and residences
I Establish traffic control






