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~ - April 18, 2023

A Stakeholders Meeting for the Energy Transition Community Grant will be Tuesday, April 18, 2023 at
5:30 PM. The stakeholder meeting is to allow the public a chance to provide input on how the funds
Newton is receiving will be spent. These funds are being awarded due to the closure of the Newton Coal
Plant in 2026.

CALL TO ORDER: Joshua J. Kuhl, Mayor

Mayor Kuhl called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Alderman RJ Lindemann.

Pledge of allegiance to the flag was led by Alderman RJ Lindemann.

ROLL CALL: Rosetta M. York, City Clerk

Physically present: Gayle Glumac, Kaleb Wright, Larry Brooks, RJ Lindemann, Eric Blake
and Marlene Harris

Also present: Attorney William Heap, Treasurer Melissa Brooks, and Clerk Rosetta M. York
ADOPT OR AMEND AGENDA: ltem #7 add Brian Muska, Item # 10 Correct the Resolution # to
23-06, item # 11 add a Park Department PO for Aquatic Center

Motion was made by Lindemann, seconded by Glumac, to adopt the amended agenda.
Ayes: Glumac, Wright, Brooks, Lindemann, Blake, Harris

Nays: None

APPROVAL OF REGULAR MINUTES of April 4, 2023:

Motion was made by Brooks, seconded by Glumac, to approve the minutes of the April 4,
2023 meeting of the Newton City Council.

Ayes: Wright, Brooks, Lindemann, Blake, Harris, Glumac

Nays: None

APPROVAL OF BILLS & ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

Alderman Harris review of the pre-paids in the amount of $142,101.95 and the bills and
accounts payable earlier today and made a motion to approve the pre-paids and authorize
payment of the bills and accounts payable in the amount of $96,815.83. Brooks seconded
the motion.

Ayes: Brooks, Lindemann, Blake, Harris, Glumac, Wright

Nays: None

PUBLIC COMMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS:

Brian Muska presented:

Summary For April 10, 2023 JEDI Meeting

e 31 Business visits from March 9, 2023 to April 10,2023

e Those 31Businesses have a total of 288 employees for an average of 9.3 employees per business

e Of the 288 employees,10 Independent Contractors, 21 Self Employed, 244 FT/PT, 13 Summer
Help

e 18 Businesses out of the 31 or 58% have job openings

e Currently 39 job openings within those 31businesses which equates to 1.26 openings per business

e Paid wages collected for 20 different jobs equate to an average hourly wage of $15.06 per hour or
an annual income of $30,240.48

e Attended Economic Development Tools Workshop on March 17,2023

e Met with JJI Judy McClure and Jason Kuhl on March 9, 2023

e Met with the Chamber on March 10 (Lea, Sarah, and Doug)

e« Compiled the spread sheet with suggested data: Business name, contact person, contact number,
email address, mailing address, number of employees, starting wage, open/available positions,
long term goals, and Ideas on how Jasper County Economic Development can assist your
business.

e Met with Will Frost of East Point Energy on March 21, 2023 and discussed Top 4 potential
properties for the project.

e Working with Judy McClure putting together information packet on the Five Aprils subdivision -
Recent Hershey expansion in Robinson could have employees looking for potential housing within
the area.

e Picked up check from JJI at Peoples State Bank for Economic Development Coordinator position -
Gave check to Ryan at the April 10, 2023 meeting.

e Spoke with and emailed Jeff Owens WEIU-TV several times to discuss the potential film of Newton
"This is our Story"

s Met with a few businesses to supply information pertaining to the B2B (Back 2 Business) grant
application process that opens from April 5 to May 10,2023

e Was asked by Sheryl Brummer to join the CEO class on April 4,2023 as a "shark" for their "shark
tank" experience with the class. Attended this event at 7:00am on April 4.

e Was asked by Chad Farley to join the CEO board by attending the first meeting on April 21, 2023.

e Mailing address needs to be added on to the Enterprise Zone Application, currently have only the
street address but in the event of a P.O. Box the application needs the mailing address.
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