
Augustinian 
Augustus Lutheran Church  

An Historic Church for Today’s People 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
I wanted to touch-base about the start of another robust fall season at Augustus 
Lutheran Church. We have planned many things for the fall and look forward to 
an exciting liturgy in the Sundays ahead! You will find more information about 
them by perusing this issue of the Augustinian.  
 
We have continued to be the body of Christ during the summer months.  

 Worship was celebrated twice each Sunday.  
 Non-perishable food items were collected each Sunday for the Daily 

Bread Food Pantry.  
 Meals were prepared and served to our hungry neighbors visiting the Soup Kitchen at St. John’s in 

Norristown on the second Wednesday of each month.  
 Vacation Bible School was offered in June.  
 Jonathan Brull’s Eagle Scout project involved painting the walls of the Sacristy and hallway by the 

Chapel and offices.  
 Evan Griggs’ Eagle Scout project involved cleaning 311 headstones in the Cemetery.  
 The Property Committee painted the Vestry Room and the Parish Office.  
 Plans for the 3 in 1 (First Holy Communion and Confirmation instruction) and Sunday School pro-

grams were finalized.  
 WELCA continued to make quilts to provide warmth for the weakest and most vulnerable of our neigh-

bors.  
And all of the staff took some time away from Augustus Lutheran Church to rest and recreate.  
 
I am appealing to everyone in our church to do what he or she can, so we can fulfill our budgeted obligations 
for our programs. Your prayerful consideration and response to the needs of the church community are appre-
ciated. 
 
As you give to help your church meet its financial obligations, you will experience that joy that God gives to 
those who give. If you are current in your giving, I invite you to help your church through our financial short-
fall with a special gift. 
 
The church gives you many thanks and I pray that God’s 
blessings remain with you as you continue your faithful stew-
ardship of the many blessings entrusted to your care. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Weleck 

 
P.S. See you at worship on Sunday.  
 September 1 – 8:00 AM (Old Church) & 9:30 AM (Air-Conditioned Brick  
 Church Nave) 
 September 8 – 8:00 AM (Old Church) & 10:30 AM (Old Church);  
 Picnic after the 10:30 AM service 
 September 15, 22, 29, etc. – 8:00 AM (Chapel) & 10:30 (Brick Church Nave)  
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Hello!  Goodbye! 

Hello to some a returning choir members:  Dottie Luft is returning to the alto section.  Dottie is the mother of 
Anita Luft and Leesa Shunk, and mother-in-law of Alan.  Welcome back! 

Goodbye – to Jennifer Wentworth who began a new job this fall.  She is the new Director of Children, Youth, 
and Family Ministry at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Phoenixville.  Congratulations, Jen!  You will be greatly 
missed here (as both a singer and a bell choir member), but St. John’s is blessed to have you! 

We have a wonderful group of choir members, and we’re always happy to welcome a new person with a tune-
ful voice and a sense of rhythm.  If that’s you, come join us.  Singing choir begins Thursday, September 5 at 7 
pm; Bell choir begins Thursday, September 19 at 6 pm. 

Even though it’s only September, please save the date for our Christmas Concert, to be held Saturday, Decem-
ber 14 at 3:00 pm.  Many singers from throughout Collegeville-Trappe will be part of the choir that day, 
and the whole community is invited to this “progressive” concert.  It will begin in the Old Trappe Church at 
3:00 pm.  At approximately 3:30 pm, we will “progress” to the Fellowship Hall to warm up, have some refresh-
ments, and meet Santa Claus;  at approximately 4:00 pm, we will “progress” to the warm Brick Church for 
more music of the season.  Come for one or both portions of the concert. There will be plenty of audience sing-
along of favorite carols, and all donations will benefit the work of the Collegeville-Trappe Ministerium. 

P.S. – If you see someone in one of our choirs, and you don’t know them, make a point to introduce yourself, 
ask their name and thank them for serving in the choir.  A great way to make a new friend! 

P.P.S. – If you’d like to support the choir but don’t have a tuneful voice or a sense of rhythm, consider contrib-
uting to the music fund.  Checks of any amount are appreciated.  A donation of $340 supports the music pro-
gram for one week, and you may choose a Sunday morning hymn.  All checks should be payable to Augustus 
Lutheran Church and sent to Bob Rodenberger’s attention for the Music Program/Trust Fund.  Thank you! 

See you in church! 

From the Bench 

To the Augustus Church Family 
Dear Pastors, Staff, and Congregants, 
 
I cannot thank you enough for your healing prayers, well-
wishes, and the flowers that are a silent reminder of Word and 
Sacrament and the glorious truth Martin Luther proclaimed 
when he named all baptized Christians as ministers, “The 
priesthood of believers.” 
 
“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love” which 
each of you makes Christ’s gift personally received and freely 
and joyfully given to all. ‘Thanks be to God, for YOU.” 
 
Yours in and through Christ 

Pastor Martha +  
20 August, 2019 



3 3 

Coordinator of Faith Development 
We are looking forward to seeing everyone for a new year of Sunday school beginning on Rally Day, Septem-
ber 8th.  We’ll gather at 9:00 a.m. to meet our wonderful teachers and enjoy some fun activities during the 
Sunday school hour.  At the 10:30 a.m. service, our teachers will be blessed and commissioned to continue 
their ministry of teaching Augustus’ children.  And immediately following the church service, everyone is in-
vited to an all-church picnic provided by our Senior High Youth Group.  Please bring your family! 

A Sunday school registration form is included in this newsletter.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me on my cell (904-476-4409) or via email at education@augustustrappe.org. 

Don’t forget to join our Facebook group, “Augustus Sunday School” to keep up to date on all our events. 

Grace & peace, 

Sonya Sowards 
Coordinator of Faith Development 

mailto:education@augustustrappe.org
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Cemetery News 
The cemetery committee would like to thank those who donated to the 2019 tree planting. 

 Debra Augustine:  In memory of Samuel Augustine and grandparents. 

 Karen Lachenmayer:  In loving memory of Thomas F. Lachenmayer, 1928-2017 

 James Richvalsky: In Memory of Loved Ones-From the Richvalsky 
Family 

 John E., Jr. & Susan A. Schatz:  In loving memory of parents, Warren & 
Jacquelyn Dieffenbach, Edgar &Thelma Schatz and nephew, Robert J. 
Paoletti, Jr. 

 Debra Scholl:  In memory of Nevin H. Scholl.  Loving Husband and Fa-
ther.  Forever in our hearts. 

 Cynthia Snyder:  In the memory of William “Billy” Snyder.  Always and 
forever “Amazing Grace”. 

 Karl Stefan:  In Memory of Loved Ones 

 Ann Walker:  In memory of Barry Graves, Russell and Esther Gottshal. 

 Pastor Weleck:  Given to the Glory of God by Pastor Weleck in Loving 
Memory of Departed Family Members. 

Augustus Book Club  
The next  meeting of the  

Augustus Book Club will be held on  
September 16 at 7:30 pm. We’ll Discuss 

Pachinko by Min Jin Lee 

New members are always welcome.  
Come to discuss the book and get to know  

some new folks!  
Refreshments are always served.  

Questions?  Contact Karen McClain 

610-489-9625 or office@augustustrappe.org 

Tea on the Lawn 

THANK YOU! 
Many thanks to our Tea on the Lawn Hosts for treating us this summer after worship! 

 
Mike Van Blaricum  The Augustus Choir 
John and Marie Kochel  Sr. Youth Group 
Rich and Dot Opperman  The Property Committee 
Augustus Book Club  The Christian Ed Committee 
Gary and Tracy Wessner  Bob and Alice Rodenberger 

 



SENIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

SYG 
The Senior Youth Group would like to thank the congregation for their sup-
port throughout the year and our prayer pals for their prayers while we were 
on our Mission Trip.  We left the area on July 20th and traveled to Camden, 

New York.  After getting settled in at the Camden Methodist Church, we traveled to Syracuse, New York for a 
Sunday fun day of axe throwing.  During the week, we added a ramp to a home, we put metal roof on a home, 
we put skirting around a house and we did major renovations to two homes.  We also had communion at Syl-
van Beach one evening before returning home on the 27th.  This year’s trip was attended by our youth, Liz 
Meeley, Rachel Schaffer, Jeremy and Liz Wentworth.  College students Olivia Brull, Brian Funk and Thomas 
Wessner and adult leaders Nancy Berg, Chris Dogonniuck, Joe Schaffer, and Gary Wessner.   

The Senior Youth Group would like to thank everyone who helped us in our fund raisers this past year.  Due 
to your graciousness, the youth only had to pay a small deposit, with the SYG paying the rest.  If you have any 
interest in going on future trips or if you’re interested in being a youth group leader, let one of the leaders 
know. 

The New Year will be starting in early September.  If you have any youth in grades 9-
12 that are interested in joining, please contact Gary Wessner, gtwess@comcast.net.  
For those who were members last year, as well as the new confirmands, you will re-
ceiving information on the new year in the next week.  The Senior Youth Group meets 
on the 1st Wednesday of each month and the 3rd Sunday of each month.  Along with 
our monthly meetings, we also have a monthly activity for the youth.   

Lastly, while we travel to Camden, New York to do mission work each year, we un-
derstand that there is work to be done in our own community.  If you have a project 
that you need help with, please do not hesitate to ask the SYG to help.  Our rules are simple, if you purchase 
the materials, we’ll do the work to the best of our abilities.  Contact us at youth@augustustrappe.org or 
gtwess@comcast.net.   

6 
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mailto:youth@augustustrappe.org
mailto:gtwess@comcast.net
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Devotional Meditation 
Scripture Reading: 

“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world – the cravings of sin-
ful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes 
not from the Father, but from the world” (1 John 2:15-16). 
 
Combating Temptation 

It’s a tough situation we’re in, isn’t it? We’re in the world, but we are not to be of the world.  Here we are, 
surrounded by all kinds of goodies we’d like to own and by all kinds of opportunities that look so inviting. 
Doesn’t it remind you of Eve in the Garden of Eden? “When [she] saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom . . .” What could it hurt? So “she took some 
and ate it” (Genesis 3:6). And her life was never the same again. 

Neither are ours. That Fall of Adam and Eve is our Fall, as well. We have limited vision, just as they had. 
We look around and see that the fruits look good, will probably taste good, and may be beneficial to us in other 
ways as well, and we take a bite. 

God not only has hindsight, God knows what lies ahead and warns us through John’s words, “Don’t love the 
world or the things of the world.” When we are tempted to imitate the ways of the world or to give in to its false 
promises of fun and fulfillment, let us heed these warnings. 

Instead of finding satisfaction, we become greedy and envious and disgruntled. Accumulating earthly goods 
and participating in the pleasures that the world offers bring only fleeting enjoyment and can lead to everlasting 
pain. Let us instead, take the gifts that God offers – peace and hope and life that is really life (1 Timothy 6:19). 

 
Prayer Our  gracious heavenly Father , we acknowledge that we sin against you by putting other  things be-
fore you. We are too often dazzled by the things of the world and ungrateful for the true riches that you give to 
us daily. Nourish us through your Word and Sacrament that we may desire only those things that are good for us 
and bring glory to your name. Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
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Third Sunday Church Bowling League 
Do you like to bowl? Would you like to meet new people? Come bowl with us from September through May on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month at Limerick Bowl.  All ability levels welcome and children ages 12 and up. Youth/
college students $10 per month, Adults $17 per month. If interested, see Bob Reichner or contact the league sec-
retary Diane Fels at yvanefels@comcast.net by September 7th. 

Saturday, October 19, 2019 

8:00 am until 1:00 pm 

Crafters/vendors/flea marketers needed.  

E-mail schollde@aol.com for registration form. 

Table and two chairs provided for $20 

mailto:yvanefels@comcast.net
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A Gentle Reminder 
The generations of faithful Lutherans that have gone before us have left us a great legacy at Augustus Lu-
theran Church. Please do your part to keep our buildings neat, clean, and presentable to the many friends 

and visitors we welcome throughout each week of the year.  
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September Birthdays 

Altar Servers:  Acolyte  Crucifer Torch Bearers 

September 1 (9:30 am) Cole Leigl   

September 8    

September 15 Contact Laurie Mueller   

September 22    

September 29    

Readers 8:00 am 9:30 am /10:30 am  

September 1 Karl Stefan (9:30 am) Gary Wessner   

September 8 Sandy Trauger Ben Richvalsky and Piper Bouchard  

September 15 Earl Catagnus Sherry Jessee and Alanna Jessee  

September 22 Nicole Dubeck Mike Taylor and Chris Dogonniuck  

September 29 Mike VanBlaricum John Kochel and Jeannie Funk  

Communion Assistants 8:00 am:  Debra Augustine  

September 1 (9:30 am) John Kochel and Dave Schweitzer  

September 8 Janice Reiff and Sonya Sowards  

September 15 Jennifer Wentworth and Bob Rodenberger  

September 22 Jeannie Funk and Gary Wessner  

September 29 Janice Reiff and Sonya Sowards  

Ushers 8:00 am: Usher Team  

September 9:30/10:30 am Contact Dick Allebach 

Offering Tabulation   

September John Kochel, Brian O’Hara, and Frank DePaul 

Altar Guild 8:00 am: Sally Sweeney  9:30 am/10:30 am:  Deb Scholl and Sherry Jessee  

September Worship Assistants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
William Seland  Cole Brenner  

Arlene Fowble  
Gavin Jacobs  
Jennie Lien 

Tami Barndt  
William Snyder Jr. 

Deborah Frisco  
Betty Imes 

 Jennifer Capetola  
William Schindler 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Wendy Watro Cindy Henze  

Emily Mullarkey 
Nancy Berg Tyler Funk  

Richard Patten 
Pamela Slauch Brian Clark  

Scott Maurer 
Terry Benner III  
Irene Markert 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Richard Opperman  
Joan Rubendall 

Jean Brunswick  
Charlene Tucker  
Edwin Van Alstine 

Tyler Hoffman David Trauger  Cindi DuBree  
Theresa Schindler  
Abby Stalker 

Kristen Camuso  
Michael Napier  
Alayna Wells 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Martin Davis  
Julianne Fishell  
Peter Hausman 

Kierstin Tartar Peter Balzereit  
Donna DeNucci  
Melissa Elison  
Charlie Hallman  
Ben Lewis  
Thomas Meeley 

Ethan DePaul  
Anne Lachenmayer  
Paul Sweeney 

Madeline Kring  
William Penny  
Janice Reiff 

Cheryl Camuso  
Abi Leigl  
Benjamin Richvalsky 

Harry Antrim  
Bradley Hart  
Nola Kelly  
Catherine Meeley 

29 30      

Justyne Clarke  
James Richvalsky 

Cody Allen  
Madison Catagnus  
Ben Scholl 
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