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G, SG SPSy \orogefurndolme with allly&ir heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothingeturn to theLOrD your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast l@re] relents from punish y 3-dJeel 2: 1213

The observance of Lent begins on MaréhHis year and is the beginning of a time of turning toward God
in spiritual preparation and reflection, moving toward its culmination on Good Friday on April 14th.

Marked as a time for f&ing, spiritual study, scripture reading, prayer and discipline, the season of Lent
has been prayerfully lifted for centuries in recognition of the journey of Christ toward Jerusalem and his
sacrificial death for our sins on the Calvary cross.

Yet these wrds from the prophet Joel remind us that the journey back into relationship with God
precedes even the birth of Christ, and has been one which humans have been called to embrace since tl
genesis of sin in the garden of Eden.

How we draw back to God isuaique experience for each one of us. The prophet calls us to fasting,
weeping, mourning and a rending of hearts as a confession and penitence for the ways in which we have
FILEtSy aK2NI 2F D2RQA K2LJS T2 N ONSStb pick @pyhe yoke/afdNJ -
mantels of seksacrifice and follow him.

And thus, we look to these weeks of Lent as a time to grow in our faith, to deepen our spirituality; to turn
from the ways of the world, and to commit ourselves to growing the kingdb@aal in our little corners

of the world. How? By offering ourselves through-salfrificing acts and the practice of disciplines such
as fasting, prayer and meditation.

With all of the cultural and political upheaval in our country today and aroundvitrdd, the call to us as
Christians is stronger than ever to help build the kingdom of God around us. We are beckoned to take
intentional time to center ourselves in the ways Christ would teach us to respond to all that swirls about
us: economic imbalar; social justice; accessibility to healthcare; the plight of refugees; the struggles
between fear and security; the search for common ground.
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And how do the scales weigh out?

| overheard someone in the checkout linffat Y RA & (GKA& 6SS]1 adladSs aA¥
LIS OSX¢ L & NBYAYRSR (KIFO [Syd A& O2YAy3AT |
disciplines, our spirituality, our faith, and our Christian witness are what enrich us to influemeetid
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again.

When all the swirling ends and everything shakes out, God is still there, and, we pray, our faith endures.

This Lent, may we devotaitselves to finding inner peace and sowing peace around us in our words and
FOGAz2zyad ale ¢S asSS{T G2 3INRg AYy FlLAGK GKNRIAK |
real world. And may we be intentional in prayer, listening for the Spiritiscern the ways Christ is
OFrfftAy3a dzaA A4 AYRAGARdAzZEfAZ YR d | OKdzZNOKX {2

See you in church,



Sounds of St. Stephends March 2017

LENT 2017 at ST. STEPHEN?Z.S

| K 2 SRYS&RI & a2 2NMEKK WV HAamT G 71
+§ TheJourney of Lent begins with penitence as we come before God in confession
' and, for those who choose, receive the mark of the ashes. Lent is a discipline; a
ASH time for devotion to prayer, fasting, meditation, and ss#crifice. Jesus teaches,
: G LF @& 2odze myldigciples, pick up your cross and followdnge
WEDNFSDAY (Matthew 16: 24)

b/ K2 02t I {i1%nti¥FtBeNdaspnInywhich we tend to give up
something as a means of Lenten discipliBeit what if the period of Lent is
more of an awakening than a tinwé restraint? Join us for this 5 session Bible
Study/Movie Discussion as we work our way through the \
movie"Chocolat"starring Juliette Binoche and Johnny Depp. All are o
welcome! Tuesdays 10:30 am to 12:00 pf8ring a bag lunch. Clrocolist
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=692hOJq1KJE
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Lenten Series 2017

What is faith? This definition from Hebrews 11 reminds
us that faith is a journey into a closer walk with God
through Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith.

Faith

Now faith is confidence in
what we hope for and assurance
bout what we do not see.

The UCC churches of the Pennridge area invite you to join
usforaseriesd [ SYyidSy { SNBWAOSa F20dzaSR
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Week 1: The Faith of Noah
March 8, 2017, at Christ Church UCC, Trumbauersville,
the Rev. Scott Hutchinson (St. Andrews U@@gching.

Week 2: The Faith of Abraham
al NOK mpZ anI-G{GCDtI-dzfQé:// { St
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Week 3: The Faith of Moses
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Week 4: The Faith of the Israelites
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Week 5: Jesus, the Perfecter of our Faith
I LINAE pX HAamT Johickdn, { G t SGSNRa '/ / =
the Rev. David Heckler (Christ Church UCC), preaching
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Once again the sanctuary will be decorated with the natural beauty of

D2RQ& Tt 26 SNE wdship Al flodeiis SviNbefwhitg, Rxcebt for the daffodils.

Please complete the order form below. Checks should be made payablétd { § SLIKS'y

Orqer fo,rnjs, anngAwith the payment of $8.00 per prwer, can be plgced in the offering plate ir

anSYy @dSt 2LIS YIFINJ SR a9l auSNI Ct26SNARe 2N YI AT
Sharon Argue, 2265 Milford Square Pike, Quakertown, PA 18951.

If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Argue ab2&82856.

~ o~~~ o~~~ o~~~ e o~ o~ o~ o~~~ o~~~

Purchaser: Phone:

In Memory of:

In Honor / Love for:

Daffodils {6 blooms) Tulips {6 blooms)
Lilies (3 blooms) Pot Mums

Total No. of Flowers @ $8.00 each = $

| will (check onepick up or donat the flowers after 9:30m service on Easter morning.
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
CNARI& aCSft2gaé¢ [CSEE26aKALY ! w/ | . w9l YC! {
March 3 & April 7at 7:00am D22R CN R als y! YLON@H £ Y

RPAY YUSKS 26F {0 ¢Dra(mn®|hgf©éy§2é € ¢KS CNRRI RellogsBiS £ 2 6 & £
~ breakfast and fellowship. invitesAll Women, Children and Men
For mae information, contact Dave Alexander at to a morning of breakfasind fellowship

2152577019

NW=]. Signup sheet is on the table in the
\;/ grup
v Ehrhart Hall NarthexFor more

information, contact Dave Alexander at
215-257-70109.
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MISSION / OUTREACH

One Great Hour of Sha ring Offering -
Sunday, March 26, 2017

JFEAT St: S'Fephen(‘)_s
& *, offering during  the worship
z ¢ service on March 26™ for One
" . Great Hour of Sharing. OGHS
* x :‘;ﬁ N is one of four special programs

in which we participate every
year to support Our
Partnering with 6,000 UCC congregations, we
channel over $3 million annually to
humanitarian needs throughout t he world. The
funds are used to support emergency relief,
domestic and international disaster
preparedness and response, social services,

refu gee advocacy and resettlement. "One
Great Hour of Sharing” envelopes will be
inyo ur bulletins on Sunday, March 19.

wi ||

Chuch World Service
Emergency Cleanp Bucket

This Lenten Season we will be collecting items
needed for ¢ lean -up buckets. Starting

February 26" look for a wash line of buckets

with the individual items written on them.

Select the buckets item(s) you will donate and

bring the item(s) to church anytime during

lent. These supplies enable people to begin the
overwhelming job of cleaning up after a f lood,
hurricane, tornado, or other disaster here in

the United States.

To assemble an
Bucket we will need:

Emergency Cleanup

1 Four scouring pads

1 Seven sponges, including one large
1 One scrub brush

1 Eighteen cleaning towels
Easy Wipes®)

(reusable, like

il

1

Churcho 1

= =

One 50 oz. or two 25 oz. bottle(s) of
liquid laundry detergent

One 12 -16 oz. bottle of liquid
concentrated household cleaner (like
Lysol®) (no spray bottles)

One 16 -28 0z. bottle lig uid disinfectant
dish soap (like Dawn®)

One package of 48 -50 clothespins
Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.
Five dust masks

Two pairs non -surgical latex gloves (like
Playtex®)

One pair work gloves
palm or all leather

, cotton with leather

24-28-bag roll of heavy -duty or
contractor trash bags (30 -45gallon) ona
roll and removed from carton

One 6 -9 oz. bottle of insect repellent
(pump, drops or lotion, not aerosol)

CL{Il bo9z{
Thank you to everyone who brought in

Soup for FISH to celebrate Souper Bowl
Sunday. 162  containers (cans or

packets of soup mix) were collected.

YSead2yS hLLR NI

Benefit Banquet ~ Premiere Live
Auction ~ Silent Auction

Friday, April 7 at 6:00 p.m.

at the Indian Valley Country Club, Telford

PA
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StStephends Annual Ha m DiB"umder a sumng sky dma68 degreertempesature.u a r
Thanks to the many volunteetso numerous to mentionytname and not wanting to leaaeyone outand the
support of oucongreationand the community, this event was overwhelminguccessA total of 462

dinners were served, which includét4 take-outs. Receipts and expensesreas follows:

Ticketsales and sales dadftovers $5,104.11

Bake sale 375.35
Basket raffleticket sales 997.00
Donatiors 240.00
Total Receipts $6,216.46
Total Expenses 1,992.90
Net Profit $4,293.56

$500 has been donated from the Ham Dinner proceeds to the Ministry of M@sammmunity outreachnd
$200 to the Ministry of Fellowship & Séce/Culinary Committee.

Our heartfeltthanks goes oub those who supplied baked goods for sale and for serving to our guedts, and

the church organizationbusinessnd individualghatsponsoredhe theme raffle baskets, as folloglisted in

order of highest number of tickets sqgld)Movi e Ni ght 06 donated by Sunday
confirmands, won by Sarah Force; ALucky Lottoo d
Hul shizer; fACoffee Br eak/ Toda Miismd ® nd oEwentthsngidoylh yMaMiy
Hear t y BdoratedHy the Ariday Fellows Breakfast Groupn by John Ager; A Comfort Station
Refreshod donated by Bernard SuefisDse cFu nPearratly oH odnoen,a t
of Facilities & Operations, won by Joanne Rice;
businesses, gathered by Rev. Wargo & Stephanie A
by the Adult Bible CIl asWqgvewbnCarypetunka Chk eets sun/ale a ¢
Emerald Carpet & Floomindgmadworhby dsgle DOPle s@i e&s Vi H
donated by Betsy Boone, won by Donald King; (tie
madeby Kat hy Krystyniak and donated by Kathy & Fr a
Gardeno donated by Marie Wenhold, won by Brenda
donated by FyredsiSwomibydMpEBhr Boami ; Certificat
Herrington- Spiritual Medium, won by Ginny Egan.

Thank you to Richard Packard and Tom Knipe for their monetary donations; to the Adult Bible Class for
purchasing dinner tickets for the family residingur parsonagegndto the Ministry of Facilities &
Operations, especially Ken Schaefer and Brian Taylor.

On behalf of your chairpersons, Terry Weirback and David Alexander, our sincerest gratitude. May we all
continue to grow in spirit, seice and stewardship,nd her edés hoping the tradit
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Book GroupSt. Ste JK Sy Qa ! yAUSR / Kd

My hope is that all will feel welcome. | choose four books to kick us off. We will, as a
group, work on future book suggestions. The books that | have chas®en fiction and

= fiction¢ are meant to engage us in conversation when we gather. The booksdi$br
our flrst four gatherings are not religious in focus; however, the content will focus on matters of
relationships, spirituality, and meaning of life. | look forward to reading discussing, thinking and reflecting
on books and life with you!Stephane

Stephanie Anne Thompson, Convener
Text/Phone: 610.762.9137
Email: stephanie@heartceremonies.com

Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of counselors,
and the most patient of teachers -Charles William Eliot

We will gather in the Conference Room on the 4th Saturday of every month fromiPam. Bring a cup of
coffee and come to share your thoughts

{FGdzNRIFe&> al NOK HPZIZ HAMT

H is for Hawkby Helen MacDonaldThe instant New York Times bestseller and awairthing sensation, Helen
Macdonald's story of adopting and raising one of natsimost vicious predators has soared into the hearts of
millions of readers worldwide. Fierce and feral, her goshawk Mabel's temperament mirrors Helen's own state
grief after her father's death, and together raptor and human "discover the pain andypeébeing alive"
(People).

{FGdzNRF &% 1! LINARf HHI HAM

The Boys in the Boaby Daniel James BrowiT his nonfiction book reads like a novel. Centered around the life
of Joe Rantz a farm boy from the Pacific Northwest who was literally abandoneddsid and set during

the Qeeat Depression. In 1936, they A S NE A (1 & 2 F -carlcrdvktdayh Baded ¥5 Way toShe Belin
Olympics for an opportunity to challenge the greatest in the world. How this team, largely composed of

NE ¢ SNE FNRIYa (aIF2 3@t A 3Sa:X RIFEYLI RFANE FEFENXYaz FyR 3
02 62N] 023SGKSNIFYR &l ONAFAOS (G241 NR GKSANI A2 €
half is equally fascinating, as Brown seamlessly weiavie® story of crew itself. This is fgsaced and

emotional nonfiction about determinatigrbonds built by teamwork, and what it takes to achieve glory.

Chris Schluep

Adult Meditative Coloring for Lent

Wednesdays at 9 amBringyour favorite colored pencils if you like or share what we ha@eme for
coloring, fellowship, and meditatiorf-or more information, please see Stephanie Anne Thompson.
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03/ 01 Brenda Winn, Mary.ou Taylor
03/03  Michael White
03/04  Joan Ritter, Ginny Winn, Jane Landis
03/06 Thomas Knipe
03/07  Gregory Nyce
03/08 Howard Detweiler Cassidy Mellor
03/10 Mary Hufnagle
03/13  Jennifer GodshalNolan Rimmer
03/15 Louis RiddicK,isa Seachrist

Jack Argue
03/16  Kathleen Price, Robert Price
03/17  Joel Hartzell
03/18  Frank Krystyniak
03/19 Robert Wehrheim
03/20 Megan Watkins
03/21  Colleen Trauger
03/22  Curtis Mann
03/23  Lucille White, Robert Miller
03/25 Linda Hunsberger, Nicholas Kafaus
03/26  PegWerner
03/28 Jamie Schuster, Aubrey Hager
03/29 Jan Kapsak
03/30 Patricia Donahue

Happy Birthday and
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We were saddened by the death of a long time
church membedames E. Wardyho passed
away. Our prayers are with his family at this
difficult time.

We were saddened by the death of a long time
church membeHoward Moyer,who passed
away on Fetuary 22. Our prayers are with his
family at this difficult time.
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ELECTRONIC WASTE
RECYCLING EVENT

March 25th 9am-4pm
620 W. Chestnut Street, Perkasie PA 18944
Rain or Shine
Hosted by Perkasie Borough
ORGANIZED AND OPERATED BY :
PERKASIE PC REPAIR & RECYCLING
LLC.
www.perkasiepcrepair.com
Questions about what we can accept?

Call 215-257-7727
Acceptable Standard Items:

Desktop pc’s, laptop computers, computer components,

printers, servers, wires and cables, peripherals, video equipment, stereos,
speakers, point of sale systems, tablets, cell phones, gaming consoles,
telephone systems, cameras, light household appliances (i.e. blender,
Keurig), VCR's, lead acid batteries, fax machines

There will be a Disposal fee of $10 per car (standard
items
TV and monitor Disposal fee’s
LCD/LED/Plasma/Rear Projection TV's $40 each
LCD/LED Flat monitors $10 each
CRT Disposal Fee $20 - $50 depending on size and type
($20 for TV's under 25", $40 for TV's over 26”)
$50 for wooden console TV's Very small CRT’s $10
No Freon filled items (dehumidifier, a/c units)

10



Sounds of St. Stephends March 2017

11



