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From the Pastor’s Desk…
“Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.” -- Joel 2: 12-13

The observance of Lent begins on March 1st this year and is the beginning of a time of turning toward God
in spiritual preparation and reflection, moving toward its culmination on Good Friday on April 14th.
Marked as a time for fasting, spiritual study, scripture reading, prayer and discipline, the season of Lent
has been prayerfully lifted for centuries in recognition of the journey of Christ toward Jerusalem and his
sacrificial death for our sins on the Calvary cross.
Yet these words from the prophet Joel remind us that the journey back into relationship with God
precedes even the birth of Christ, and has been one which humans have been called to embrace since the
genesis of sin in the garden of Eden.
How we draw back to God is a unique experience for each one of us. The prophet calls us to fasting,
weeping, mourning and a rending of hearts as a confession and penitence for the ways in which we have
fallen short of God’s hope for creation. Christ called his disciples, and beckons us, to pick up the yoke and
mantels of self-sacrifice and follow him.
And thus, we look to these weeks of Lent as a time to grow in our faith, to deepen our spirituality; to turn
from the ways of the world, and to commit ourselves to growing the kingdom of God in our little corners
of the world. How? By offering ourselves through self-sacrificing acts and the practice of disciplines such
as fasting, prayer and meditation.
With all of the cultural and political upheaval in our country today and around the world, the call to us as
Christians is stronger than ever to help build the kingdom of God around us. We are beckoned to take
intentional time to center ourselves in the ways Christ would teach us to respond to all that swirls about
us: economic imbalance; social justice; accessibility to healthcare; the plight of refugees; the struggles
between fear and security; the search for common ground.
Placed against the light of Christ, we weigh these swirling realities with the teachings that guide God’s
intended new realm: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you,” “love one another as I have
loved you,” and “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”
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And how do the scales weigh out?
I overheard someone in the checkout line at Landis this week state, “if only the world could find some
peace…” I was reminded that Lent is coming; and peace indeed does begin with you and me. Our
disciplines, our spirituality, our faith, and our Christian witness are what enrich us to influence the world
around us with the light of Christ; the love of a God that constantly calls God’s people to reset and begin
again.
When all the swirling ends and everything shakes out, God is still there, and, we pray, our faith endures.
This Lent, may we devote ourselves to finding inner peace and sowing peace around us in our words and
actions. May we seek to grow in faith through reflecting upon God’s WORD and its call to us in our very
real world. And may we be intentional in prayer, listening for the Spirit to discern the ways Christ is
calling us as individuals, and as a church, to carve out little pieces of God’s new realm among us each day.

See you in church,
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LENT 2017 at ST. STEPHEN’S
Ash Wednesday Worship: March 1, 2017 at 7 pm.
The Journey of Lent begins with penitence as we come before God in confession
and, for those who choose, receive the mark of the ashes. Lent is a discipline; a
time for devotion to prayer, fasting, meditation, and self-sacrifice. Jesus teaches,
“If you want to be my disciples, pick up your cross and follow me.”
(Matthew 16: 24)

"Chocolate for Lent" Lent is the season in which we tend to give up
something as a means of Lenten discipline. But what if the period of Lent is
more of an awakening than a time of restraint? Join us for this 5 session Bible
Study/Movie Discussion as we work our way through the
movie "Chocolat" starring Juliette Binoche and Johnny Depp. All are
welcome! Tuesdays 10:30 am to 12:00 pm. Bring a bag lunch.

Lenten Worship 2017
Reflections in Faith: Encounters with the Divine
March 5: The Christ Matthew 4: 1-11 We encounter Jesus, tempted in
the desert and wonder what it all means for us.
March 12: Nicodemus John 3: 1-17 Under the cover of night, an
elite Pharisee discovers the meaning of God’s abundant love and
grace—and is challenged to change the life that he knows.
March 19: The Woman at the Well John 4: 5-42 Nameless and
faceless, the woman at the well becomes an oasis of faith after she
encounters the presence of Christ.
March 26: The Blind Man John 9: 1-41 The blind man healed
causes great consternation among the religious leaders and those
who know him. How do we respond when we encounter the power
of Christ?
April 2: Ezekiel in the Valley Ezekiel 37: 1-14 The prophet is set in
the midst of a valley of bones and asked, “Can these bones live?”
When we are all dried up, God still makes a way…
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Lenten Series 2017
What is faith? This definition from Hebrews 11 reminds
us that faith is a journey into a closer walk with God
through Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith.
The UCC churches of the Pennridge area invite you to join
us for a series of Lenten Services focused on “what is faith?”

All Services begin with a Light Dinner at 6 pm. Worship starts at 7 pm.
Week 1: The Faith of Noah
March 8, 2017, at Christ Church UCC, Trumbauersville,
the Rev. Scott Hutchinson (St. Andrews UCC), preaching.
Week 2: The Faith of Abraham
March 15, 2017, at St. Paul’s UCC, Sellersville, PA,
the Rev. Steven Hamilton (St. Peter’s UCC), preaching.
Week 3: The Faith of Moses
March 22, 2017, at St. Andrew’s UCC, Perkasie,
the Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo (St. Stephen’s UCC), preaching
Week 4: The Faith of the Israelites
March 29, 2017, at St. Stephen’s UCC, Perkasie,
the Rev. John Steitz (St. Paul’s UCC), preaching
Week 5: Jesus, the Perfecter of our Faith
April 5, 2017, at St. Peter’s UCC, Tohickon,
the Rev. David Heckler (Christ Church UCC), preaching
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Easter Flowers
Cost: $8.00 each ~ Please order by Friday, March 31
Once again the sanctuary will be decorated with the natural beauty of
God’s flowers for Easter Sunday worship. All flowers will be white, except for the daffodils.
Please complete the order form below. Checks should be made payable to St. Stephen’s UCC.
Order forms, along with the payment of $8.00 per flower, can be placed in the offering plate in
an envelope marked “Easter Flowers” or mailed to:
Sharon Argue, 2265 Milford Square Pike, Quakertown, PA 18951.
If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Argue at 215-538-2856.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Easter Flowers Order Form
Purchaser: ______________________________________________Phone: ___________________
In Memory of: _____________________________________________________________________
In Honor / Love for: ________________________________________________________________
_______ Daffodils (5-6 blooms)

_______ Tulips (5-6 blooms)

_______ Lilies (3 blooms)

_______ Pot Mums

_______ Total No. of Flowers @ $8.00 each = $ __________
I will (check one) pick up _____ or donate _____ the flowers after 9:30 am service on Easter morning.

CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
March 3 & April 7 at 7:00am

ALL CHURCH BREAKFAST
Good Friday, April 14th at 8:30am

Join the “men of St. Stephen’s” for a morning of
breakfast and fellowship.
For more information, contact Dave Alexander at
215-257-7019.

~

~

The Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
invites All Women, Children and Men
to a morning of breakfast and fellowship
Sign-up sheet is on the table in the
Ehrhart Hall Narthex. For more
information, contact Dave Alexander at
215-257-7019.

~
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MISSION / OUTREACH
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering Sunday, March 26, 2017
St. Stephen’s will take a special
offering during the worship
service on March 26th for One
Great Hour of Sharing. OGHS
is one of four special programs
in which we participate every
year to support Our Church’s Wider Mission.
Partnering with 6,000 UCC congregations, we
channel over $3 million annually to
humanitarian needs throughout the world. The
funds are used to support emergency relief,
domestic and international disaster
preparedness and response, social services,
refugee advocacy and resettlement. "One
Great Hour of Sharing" envelopes will be
in your bulletins on Sunday, March 19.

Church World Service
Emergency Clean-up Bucket
This Lenten Season we will be collecting items
needed for clean-up buckets. Starting
February 26th look for a wash line of buckets
with the individual items written on them.
Select the buckets item(s) you will donate and
bring the item(s) to church anytime during
lent. These supplies enable people to begin the
overwhelming job of cleaning up after a flood,
hurricane, tornado, or other disaster here in
the United States.

Four scouring pads



Seven sponges, including one large



One scrub brush



Eighteen cleaning towels (reusable, like
Easy Wipes®)

One 50 oz. or two 25 oz. bottle(s) of
liquid laundry detergent



One 12-16 oz. bottle of liquid
concentrated household cleaner (like
Lysol®) (no spray bottles)



One 16-28 oz. bottle liquid disinfectant
dish soap (like Dawn®)



One package of 48-50 clothespins



Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.



Five dust masks



Two pairs non-surgical latex gloves (like
Playtex®)



One pair work gloves, cotton with leather
palm or all leather



24-28-bag roll of heavy-duty or
contractor trash bags (30-45 gallon) on a
roll and removed from carton



One 6-9 oz. bottle of insect repellent
(pump, drops or lotion, not aerosol)

FISH NEWS
Thank you to everyone who brought in
Soup for FISH to celebrate Souper Bowl
Sunday. 162 containers (cans or
packets of soup mix) were collected.

Keystone Opportunity Center

To assemble an Emergency Cleanup
Bucket we will need:




Benefit Banquet ~ Premiere Live
Auction ~ Silent Auction
Friday, April 7 at 6:00 p.m.
at the Indian Valley Country Club, Telford
PA
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St. Stephen’s Annual Ham Dinner was held on February 18th under a sunny sky and 68 degree temperature.
Thanks to the many volunteers, too numerous to mention by name and not wanting to leave anyone out, and the
support of our congregation and the community, this event was an overwhelming success. A total of 462
dinners were served, which included 144 take-outs. Receipts and expenses were as follows:
Ticket sales and sales of leftovers $5,104.11
Bake sale
375.35
Basket raffle ticket sales
997.00
Donations
240.00
Total Receipts
$6,216.46
Total Expenses
1,992.90
Net Profit
$4,293.56
$500 has been donated from the Ham Dinner proceeds to the Ministry of Mission for community outreach and
$200 to the Ministry of Fellowship & Service/Culinary Committee.
Our heartfelt thanks goes out to those who supplied baked goods for sale and for serving to our guests, and to
the church organizations, business and individuals that sponsored the theme raffle baskets, as follows (listed in
order of highest number of tickets sold); “Movie Night” donated by Sunday School Class, teachers and
confirmands, won by Sarah Force; “Lucky Lotto” donated by Ministry of Fellowship & Service, won by Tina
Hulshizer; “Coffee Break/Tea Time” donated by Ministry of Mission, won by Mary Sine; “Everything for a
Hearty Breakfast”, donated by the Friday Fellows Breakfast Group, won by John Ager; A Comfort Station
Refresh” donated by Bernard Suess Funeral Home, won by Sawyer Phipps; “Deck Party” donated by Ministry
of Facilities & Operations, won by Joanne Rice; “Perkasie Community Gift Basket” donated by local
businesses, gathered by Rev. Wargo & Stephanie Anne, won by Bob Ockenfuss; “Foods of the Bible” donated
by the Adult Bible Class, won by June Cressman; “Blue Woven Carpet Basket w/Peace Lilies” donated by
Emerald Carpet & Flooring, won by Sue Donald; “Handmade Child’s Dress & Matching Doll Dress” made and
donated by Betsy Boone, won by Donald King; (tie) “Cross Stich Picture/framed of St. Stephen’s Church”
made by Kathy Krystyniak and donated by Kathy & Frank Krystyniak, won by Judy Cluck; (tie) “Planting Our
Garden” donated by Marie Wenhold, won by Brenda Hibbs; “Fyre Body Arts & Piercings Gift Certificate”
donated by Fyre’s, won by Mark Nogami; “Spiritual Grief Support Gift Certificate” donated by Elizabeth
Herrington - Spiritual Medium, won by Ginny Egan.
Thank you to Richard Packard and Tom Knipe for their monetary donations; to the Adult Bible Class for
purchasing dinner tickets for the family residing in our parsonage; and to the Ministry of Facilities &
Operations, especially Ken Schaefer and Brian Taylor.
On behalf of your chairpersons, Terry Weirback and David Alexander, our sincerest gratitude. May we all
continue to grow in spirit, service and stewardship, and here’s hoping the tradition continues!
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Book Group: St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
My hope is that all will feel welcome. I choose four books to kick us off. We will, as a
group, work on future book suggestions. The books that I have chosen– non fiction and
fiction– are meant to engage us in conversation when we gather. The books listed for
our first four gatherings are not religious in focus; however, the content will focus on matters of
relationships, spirituality, and meaning of life. I look forward to reading discussing, thinking and reflecting
on books and life with you! -Stephanie
Stephanie Anne Thompson, Convener
Text/Phone: 610.762.9137
Email: stephanie@heartceremonies.com
Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of counselors,
and the most patient of teachers. -Charles William Eliot
We will gather in the Conference Room on the 4th Saturday of every month from 9 - 11am. Bring a cup of
coffee and come to share your thoughts

Saturday, March 25, 2017
H is for Hawk by Helen MacDonald The instant New York Times bestseller and award-winning sensation, Helen
Macdonald's story of adopting and raising one of nature's most vicious predators has soared into the hearts of
millions of readers worldwide. Fierce and feral, her goshawk Mabel's temperament mirrors Helen's own state of
grief after her father's death, and together raptor and human "discover the pain and beauty of being alive"
(People).

Saturday, April 22, 2017
The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown This nonfiction book reads like a novel. Centered around the life
of Joe Rantz— a farm boy from the Pacific Northwest who was literally abandoned as a child—and set during
the Great Depression. In 1936, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew team raced its way to the Berlin
Olympics for an opportunity to challenge the greatest in the world. How this team, largely composed of
rowers from “foggy coastal villages, damp dairy farms, and smoky lumber towns all over the state,” managed
to work together and sacrifice toward their goal of defeating Hitler’s feared racers is half the story. The other
half is equally fascinating, as Brown seamlessly weaves in the story of crew itself. This is fast-paced and
emotional nonfiction about determination, bonds built by teamwork, and what it takes to achieve glory. —
Chris Schluep

Adult Meditative Coloring for Lent
Wednesdays at 9 am. Bring your favorite colored pencils if you like or share what we have. Come for
coloring, fellowship, and meditation. For more information, please see Stephanie Anne Thompson.
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Our Church Family
MARCH BIRTHDAYS
03/01
03/03
03/04
03/06
03/07
03/08
03/10
03/13
03/15
03/16
03/17
03/18
03/19
03/20
03/21
03/22
03/23
03/25
03/26
03/28
03/29
03/30

New Address

Brenda Winn, Mary Lou Taylor
Michael White
Joan Ritter, Ginny Winn, Jane Landis
Thomas Knipe
Gregory Nyce
Howard Detweiler , Cassidy Mellor
Mary Hufnagle
Jennifer Godshall, Nolan Rimmer
Louis Riddick, Lisa Seachrist,
Jack Argue
Kathleen Price, Robert Price
Joel Hartzell
Frank Krystyniak
Robert Wehrheim
Megan Watkins
Colleen Trauger
Curtis Mann
Lucille White, Robert Miller
Linda Hunsberger, Nicholas Kapusta
Peg Werner
Jamie Schuster, Aubrey Hager
Jan Kapsak
Patricia Donahue

Betty Scheib
Spring Meadow, Apt. 212
504 North River Road
Naperville, IL 60563

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY
We were saddened by the death of a long time
church member James E. Ward, who passed
away. Our prayers are with his family at this
difficult time.
We were saddened by the death of a long time
church member Howard Moyer, who passed
away on February 22. Our prayers are with his
family at this difficult time.

Daylight Saving Time Begins
Sunday, March 12
Remember to set clocks ahead
one hour on Saturday night.

Happy Birthday and
God’s Blessings
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St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed: March 3, 2017
Please visit our website at
www.thessperkasie.org
for the latest information from St.
Stephen’s UCC.
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-6460
www.thessperkasie.org
Facebook: Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA
Instagram: StStephensucc
Twitter: @Stephensuccperk
Email: office@thessperkasie.org
Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org
Drop In Office Hours: Tues. 1:00-2:00 pm
Wednesday 9 am to 11 am
Daylight Saving Time Begins
Sunday, March 12
Remember to set clocks ahead
one hour on Saturday night.

Jean Dager – Director of Music
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm
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