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This week, staff  writer Laura Rysz talks with Joseph 
Carra about the upcoming Villa Capri Cruisers 
Charity Car Show for the Butterfly accessible play-
ground at Nay Aug Park.

Residence: Dunmore
Title: Villa Capri Cruisers  
Car Club president

Q: 
What inspired  
this event?

A: 
We started this fundraiser in 2014. Over the 
years, the number of  cars has increased. We’ve 

done this fundraiser for the Children’s Advocacy 
Center of  Northeastern Pennsylvania, Marley’s 
Mission and Allied Services. Since the club is a 
501(c)3 charity specifically for children, we operate 
this car show to benefit local children’s charities. We 
have many corporate and business sponsors as well. 
We also operate a Father’s Day car show, and our big 
show at Home Depot. Additionally, we do cruises 
throughout the summer.

Q: 
What kind of  cars are  
often on display?

A: 
There is always a large variety of  cars attend-
ing our show. From antiques to modern mus-

cle, even a full-size pedal car. We welcome all car 
enthusiasts.

Q: 
What is included  
with admission?

A: 
(There is) no admission (fee) for spectators. 
There’s a suggested $5 donation per show car. 

Food and beverages will be available (with) enter-
tainment provided by DJ Donna Diva.

Q: 
How will proceeds  
be used?

A: 
We are raising funds for the new Butterfly 
accessible playground coming to Nay Aug 

Park.
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WITH JOSEPH CARRA Landlord finds herself pulled into renter’s drama

Baby-sitter trained and certified, just add kids

Dear Abby: I’m a retired 

widow who took in a renter in 

his 60s a few years ago. At the 

time, he had moved from 

another part of  the state for a 

job that lasted only four 

months. As a result, he could 

no longer pay his full rent. I 

empathized with his situation 

and couldn’t throw him out. 

The man is clean and respect-

ful of  my home as well as my 

personal space. He has sent 

countless resumes around for 

a job, with no luck.

These days, he seems to be 

always frustrated and angry 

with everyone and I have to 

hear all about it. I tried to 

mediate his frustrations to 

no avail. I have reached a 

point where I feel he is creat-

ing a heavy atmosphere of  

negativity in my home. How 

do I handle this? I don’t want 

to throw him out, yet I am liv-

ing with guilt.

— Just About Had It 

 in Florida

Dear Just About Had It: 

You are kind, understanding 

and you have done your darnd-

est, but you cannot solve this 

man’s employment problems 

for him. He may suffer from 

depression at this point. He 

may need counseling. Please 

suggest it. Since he has been 

your “guest” for so long, it 

would be in your interest to dis-

cuss your situation with your 

attorney. It may not be easy to 

get him out of  your home, 

which is something you may 

need to consider for your own 

mental health.

Dear Abby: For years I 

have been continually exclud-

ed by my sister and father. I 

always knew she was the 

favorite. I am the older sister. 

My sister, her family and my 

father and stepmother go out 

to eat together once or twice a 

week. I have never been invit-

ed. The same is true with oth-

er activities. (I work two 

nights a week and every other 

Saturday. None of  them work 

more than Monday through 

Friday — and no nights.)

They have now announced 

they are all going on a cruise 

together. Although I was not 

invited, they were “kind” 

enough to ask me to watch 

their pets. Clearly, I am only 

good enough to be their baby-

sitter. I have always had a 

hard time saying “no” to Dad 

about anything. When I was 

first asked about watching the 

animals, I did refuse. However, 

they are still telling everyone 

that I’m watching them. How 

can I tell them “no” and make 
it stick? Also, how do I go 
about letting go of  the hurt 
feelings when I am excluded 
from everything in their lives?

— Hurt, Feeling Left Out

Dear Hurt: Get the mes-
sage across to your father and 
sister by INFORMING them 
they will need to board their 
pets during their vacation. As 
to letting go of  your hurt feel-
ings, a step in the right direc-
tion would be to accept that 
you were born into a family of  
difficult, challenging people, 
and understand that you will 
never be able to satisfy your 
father. Then start building a 
“family” of  friends who are 
caring and supportive. Many 
people do this with great suc-
cess, and so can you.

DEAR ABBY is written by Abigail 
Van Buren, also known as 
Jeanne Phillips, and was founded 
by her mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

Our oldest granddaughter 

left three resumes and busi-

ness cards scattered about the 

house touting her abilities as 

a baby-sitter.

This was puzzling as we are 

not anticipating any more 

babies, but maybe she thinks 

we may need a sitter for our-

selves one day soon.

She left one on the micro-

wave knowing we would find 

it as we have a deeply 

ingrained habit of  frequently 

visiting the kitchen for food.

Another was left on the din-

ing room table. We don’t eat in 

there often, but she knows the 

big window in the dining 

room is where we press our 

faces to the glass, watching 

and waiting for someone 

interesting to arrive.

She left a third copy in an 

upstairs bedroom where she 

sleeps when she spends the 

night. That copy was not 

intended for us as much as it 

was letting her cousins know 

she claims rights to the yellow 

bedroom.

She is 12 and recently fin-

ished the American Red Cross 

Baby-sitter Training. The 

resume says she learned “lead-

ership, professionalism, safety, 

child development, basic child-

care and care for emergencies.”

We rather like knowing all 

these details and are contem-

plating asking other family 

members to submit lists of  

their skill sets as well.

She also completed train-

ing in first aid and CPR — 

adult, child and infant. It is 

reassuring to know she is 

familiar with adult CPR and 

could go to town on her 

grandpa and myself  should 

such a feat be needed. 

Under experience she listed 

baby-sitting two children of  

friends of  the family. I am 

familiar with these children 

and because they are docile 

and compliant, do not consid-

er them a test-worthy experi-

ence. Below that, she listed 

cleaning up after dinner and 

putting three of  her four 

younger siblings to bed. I am 

very familiar with these chil-

dren. They can outrun their 

black lab, routinely unload liv-

ing creatures from their pock-

ets onto the kitchen table and 

leave footprints on the ceil-

ings. A 12-year-old who can 

handle this group is someone 

who can anticipate disaster.

She lists additional skills 

and abilities as: music, story-

telling, liking kids, a good 

sense of  humor, can cloth dia-

per babies, hold children cor-

rectly and much more. She 

also offers pet sitting — not 

Red Cross certified — citing 

experience with cats, dogs, 

rabbits, fish and chickens.

I asked if  there are any poten-

tial baby-sitting jobs on the hori-

zon and she said there is a fami-

ly she thought of  contacting, 

but she has seen their kids in 

action and decided the job 

would not be worth the money. 

So be it. Realism is a fine 

quality to have as well. In any 

case, she may have another 

chicken sitting job soon and 

that is fine with her.

Chickens rarely need a dia-

per change or CPR.

LORI BORGMAN is a columnist, 
author and speaker. Her new 
book, “What Happens at 
Grandma’s Stays at Grandma’s” 
is now available. Email her at 
lori@loriborgman.com.
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More online
Visit thetimes-tribune.com for 
a full list of self-help groups.

SUPPORT

If you go
What: Charity car show
When: Sunday, Aug. 29, 9 a.m.
Where: Nay Aug Park, 500 Arthur Ave.,  
Scranton
Details: Admission is free, but there is $5 
suggested donation per show car. Proceeds 
benefit the Butterfly accessible playground at 
the park. There also will be food and drinks 
available for purchase, a 50/50 and give-
aways. For more information, visit villacapri 
cruisers.org or email villacapripa@gmail.com.


