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Santa Maria Long Distance Trip

DIRECTOR
This is our final HOG Express of 2011. Over the past couple of years we have held fast to our
mission of riding and having fun. This has been easy to accomplish because of the tremendous
work of our predecessors. When I assumed duties as director two years ago from Terry W, he
gave me this profound advice, “Keep it between the ditches.” At the time I didn’t appreciate the
wisdom behind this advice, but eventually it became clear.
During this chapter’s early years, the officers faced the same challenges many other chapters
have faced. The involvement with alcohol and a reluctance to embrace safety as a guiding
principal were probably two of the greatest challenges. Fortunately the officers had the wisdom and courage
to meet these challenges head on. To be sure, there were many in the chapter who resisted change.
Mixing alcohol with helter-skelter riding was probably fun for some. But for the majority of our chapter, riding
and having fun was best done sober and safely. Fortunately our officers had the wisdom to see this and
steered our chapter down the road of sober, safe riding and having fun. The riding culture they formed grew,
and in the process attracted riders like YOU. And as we’ve said over and over, it is YOU who make our
great chapter what it is.
What will the future bring our great chapter? More sober, safe riding and having
fun. So if you have enjoyed your membership in our chapter so far, stick around.
Things are only going to get better. I have spent a lot of time talking about the
future of our chapter with our 2012 primary officers, Director Chris, Assistant
Director Bill, Secretary Michele and Treasurer Jeff. I know that they will take this
chapter to new heights. But I can also tell you that they will definitely “Keep it
between the ditches.”
See you on the road !

V-pin Awards to Barbara W, Dennis L, and
Michele DeS presented by Jim & Leslie W

Don A

Sam B presents 200 Ride Pins to Dave Y &
Michele DeS, and 500 Ride Pin to Bill S

NOVEMBER CHAPTER MEETING

ROAD CAPTAIN
There have been quite a few people who have shown interest in becoming Road
Guards. I started recruitment early this year (at the November Meeting) to give
everyone time to ask the questions and submit their applications. If you have any
questions, grab the nearest orange rope and ask away. This is one of the ways you can
give back and serve the chapter!
For applications, see myself or go online to www.biggshog.com under forms and
download the Road Guard Application form. Either deliver it by hand to the Road
Captain or send it via email to roadcaptain@biggshog.com.
Has anyone noticed … it's cooling down and getting a little wetter. Time to clean out the saddle bags
and winterize. Pack an extra set of gloves and maybe a sweatshirt. Our morning rides can be cool so
dress appropriately and allow yourself room in the saddlebags to unlayer and stow as the day warms up.
ALWAYS … pack the raingear!
Last, I want to congratulate my successor Jim W, the newly elected 2012 Road Captain. When you see
him, shake his hand and give him the support you've given me these last 2 years. It's been a great tour and
I'll see you on the rides.

Sam B.

LOH ~ LADIES OF HARLEY
Happy Holidays Biggs Family!
As I sit here and recall this past year, it seems like it was just yesterday when we had our first LOH dinner
ride of 2011. I can hardly believe a year has gone by. We sure had some fun with our LOH breakfast, lunch
and dinner rides.
And truly, that’s what it’s all about: the bonding and the sharing of time, having fun, the love of getting out on
the open road whether it’s a short distance ride or a long distance ride. A ride is never too short when you’re
with your family. It’s pretty cool to see more and more women riders/passengers in our chapter.
I’d like to thank all of you, for your tremendous support of the LOH program this year, and for the honor and
privilege of being your LOH Officer for 2011.
Here we come 2012 … see ya on the road!

Rosann T
Certificate of Appreciation
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
Don A, Rosann T, Mike L

LONG
DISTANCE

Hi Folks,
We had the last Long Distance Trip of the year on
November 4 to Santa Maria. As many of you know it was
predicted to rain pretty much the whole weekend. We
lucked out with just a little rain on the way up to Rancho
Cucamonga where we had breakfast at Richie’s Diner.
When we continued it was still cloudy and wet, but the rain
held off for much of the trip except for a few spotty
showers over the weekend. The rain just added to the
experience and as always, there are interesting things to
talk about on these trips. Seems Duckies in Cayucos has
become a Chapter favorite for lunch, along with the view
from the pier and the free Yoga classes. We even had a
couple Chapter sisters giving demonstrations on Sunday.
For the scoop on this, you’ll have to ask one of the group
members in the photo around the memorial at the pier that
has been on the front of the web page.
We may not have any more LDT’s this year, but the first
Overnighter for 2012 is already on the events page. It will
be a trip to explore the Kelso Train Station and some
interesting spots on the way. For those who would like to
make it a weekend, we are continuing on to Laughlin and
the Colorado Belle for the night. On Sunday you can break
up into small groups and return home on the route of your
choice or there will be a group heading home by way of
Oatman, Lake Havasu, Parker and Route 62 with a dinner
stop along the way. See the Events page for information.

help me with the things I was not used to. He has taught
me an awful lot of computer things ( I know for most of you
this is elementary, I’m a hammer and nail type of guy, and
if it doesn’t work get a bigger hammer! ) and how to plan
these trips. Thank you Phil, you are a true friend.
The most important group of folks to thank is you!! Thank
you for your support the last three years. I have been so
blessed in getting to know all of you better and I cherish all
the memories made on these trips. You’ve been a part and
reason of some firsts for the Chapter that means a lot to
me. How many Chapters have won Chapter Challenges
out of state? We not only won Thunder Mountain HOG’s,
we smoked the others there, and in doing so showed what
our Chapter is all about. How many Chapters can claim
that their Dealer joins in on a LDT? Not only has Richard
gone on one, he’s gone on two this year! Because of how
many of you went to Apache Junction along with Richard,
Apache Junction Harley’s Owner also came to our group
dinner that night. You don’t think Biggs HOG deserves
some respect? How cool was that to have Thunder
Mountain HOG, El Paso HOG, Superstition HOG, two
dealer owners, and 109 BIGGS Chapter (139 total)
members there! Your participation and support is the
reason we have our Dealer joining us, the other Chapters
interested in joining us, and the envy of every Chapter
around us. You people are amazing, I’m just sorry you
don’t get to hear some of the things I’ve heard the last two
years visiting the other Chapters pitching our Premier
Event, we don’t talk about it, we just do it!!! That’s the
difference and it’s because of you and your support. From
the bottom of my heart I thank you, you’re the best.

Jim and Chris T will be taking over the Long Distance
Trips next year, I’m sure they’re as concerned and
nervous as I was; I know you will support them and I hope
you will encourage them as you did me. They have new
ideas, are much more computer literate than me (no
surprise, but a relief!) and have the passion that Phil and I
have had in this position. Look for some great trips coming
Since this is my last article as Long Distance Coordinator, up in the next year.
I get a chance to say some things I’ve not mentioned
before. First, I’d like to thank you for allowing me to serve Thank you so much for your support
the Chapter as Assistant Director in the coming year.
Ps. Look for the sock puppets at the next meeting; I plan
Those who know me know this was a tough decision for
on being very creative!
me, I love planning these trips and seeing the excitement
and fun on your faces as we explore the different areas Until next month, ride safe!
we’ve been to - means the world to me. I want to thank
Terry W, Don A, and the rest of the Primaries who allowed Bill E
me to take this position three years ago. MrPhil set a
pretty high standard to follow and I was afraid I’d let the
Chapter down since I didn’t feel I had any of the skills
Come out and spend a weekend with us,
needed in this position. I soon found out I didn’t have to
you’ll never make better friends.
worry as much as I had, since Phil was always there to

2012 OFFICERS

The list of 2012 Biggs HOG Chapter
Officers was announced at the
November Chapter Meeting. The 2012
calendar is already in the works. Stay
tuned for another year of great riding,
lots of fun, amazing friends & of course,
a few places to eat!

2011 PRIMARY OFFICERS
DIRECTOR - Don A
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR - Chris W
SECRETARY - Michele DeS
TREASURER - Jeff W

director@biggshog.com
asstdir@biggshog.com
secretary@biggshog.com
treasurer@biggshog.com

2011 SECONDARY OFFICERS
AMBASSADOR - Lui S

ambassador@biggshog.com

ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR - Todd M

activities@biggshog.com

CALENDAR COORDINATOR - Bill T

calendar@biggshog.com

LONG DISTANCE - Bill E

activitieslongdistance@biggshog.com

ACTIVITIES LOCAL - Dale & Linda D, Kimi M, Pat K, Cort S

activitieslocal@biggshog.com

EDITOR - Mary S

editor@biggshog.com

HISTORIAN - Dale M

historian@biggshog.com

LOH - Rosann T

harleyladies@biggshog.com

LOH ACTIVITIES - Jennifer T

lohactivities@biggshog.com

MEMBERSHIP - Pat L

membership@biggshog.com

PHOTOGRAPHER - Pat L

photo@biggshog.com

MILITARY - Nancy M

militarydonations@biggshog.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS - Barbara W

publicrelations@biggshog.com

ROAD CAPTAIN - Sam B

roadcapt@biggshog.com

ASSISTANT ROAD CAPT - Bill E

asstroadcapt@biggshog.com

ROAD GUARD AT LARGE – Dale M
SAFETY - Jim L

safety@biggshog.com

ASSISTANT SAFETY – Jim W
VOLUNTEERS - Jim W, Leslie W

volunteers@biggshog.com

ASSISTANT VOLUNTEER - Michelle M

asstvolunteers@biggshog.com

WEBMASTER - Marty McN

admin@biggshog.com

DEALER LIAISON - Jessie G

dealerliaison@biggshog.com

MILITARY
It’s hard to believe that December is already here. Our Chapter has over 130 rides under
its belt, 5 long distance rides and has consistently supported our local service personnel.
We have two current Chapter members who are deployed and we have supported them via
care packages provided by donated funds and items from our very own Chapter Members.
HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES UPDATE
By the time you are reading this article we will have assisted
in the Christmas decorating of the Wounded Warriors barracks
on NMCSD (Balboa) and Camp Pendleton. In fact, for Camp
Pendleton
this
would have been
the first time for
both organizations.
Also, on 19 November 2011, we called out for volunteers to
help pack 400 care gift coolers for the Wounded Warriors of
Camp Pendleton, Balboa and 32nd Street. Many came and gave
up their early morning to help out. Much appreciation and thanks
from both myself and the Warrior Foundation for your help with
this cause.
ADOPT A BATTALION UPDATE
We have adopted this Battalion and have
high hopes for the development of the relationship between our Chapter and them through
our mutual interest of motorcycle riding, participating in their family days, welcome home
rides and “Jane Wayne” day (this involves the possibility of handling some fire power).
I hope to have the Battalion events on our calendar in the near future.
On a personal note, this wouldn’t be possible if not for Ken K of the Black Sheep for
arranging the introduction with Battalion Chaplain Foskett. Thank you Ken!!
DEPLOYED CHAPTER MEMBER UPDATES


Kenney is due back in January 2012.

Russell just got over there and “the facilities aren’t too bad .. could be worse” (his words). He will keep us
up to date when he can.
2012 ...
With the upcoming year I am requesting suggestions and ideas to help our Chapter
further support our local service personnel. Also, I would really like to continue to have
our “Guess Who” segment during our Chapter Meetings, but can only do so with your
pictures. So please find those wonderful and cool military pictures (family friendly) and
email them to me at militarydonations@biggshog.com.
In closing, thank you for the opportunity to serve this Chapter. I feel it is an honor
and a privilege. Your generous support to our military fund is amazing and
overwhelming. YOU are the ones that allow this Chapter to help and support our local
service personnel.
Thank you and take care.

Nancy M

JIM L

SAFETY
JIM’S

JIM W

Brake Lever
Check it before you need it!

“Safest Possible Motorcycle Riding is
Promoted by North San Diego Biggs HOG?”

Before you need to use your front brake in an
emergency you should insure that it works properly.
Just squeeze the lever as hard as you can. No part
of that lever should get within 1/2 inch of your grip. If
it gets closer, then in an emergency you can catch a
finger (especially if it has a ring on it) beneath the
lever and limit your ability to stop. In the extreme,
where you can cause the lever to actually touch the
grip by squeezing it, you cannot get maximum
stopping power from your front brake under any
circumstance.

How would you like to see this
tag line as a newspaper headline?

What is likely wrong if the lever travels too far?
Most likely, there is air in your brake fluid. If so, get
the system bled and fluid replaced.

I know one day it will be - as we here at Biggs HOG have
set ourselves apart from the norm. We strive to be the
best and safest motorcycle riding Chapter in the US.
Since the vast majority of motorcycle accidents involve
some level of 'rider error', it makes a great deal of sense
to strive for making no rider errors. The best way to
achieve “making motorcycling as safe as possible” is to
make sure that you are not the reason for the accident
(yours or anybody else’s).


You have developed the skills and judgment to deal
with any dangerous situations that may occur.


You have taken the time and made a conscious effort

to better yourself.
If there was no air in the fluid, then the odds are the
rubber tubing in the brake lines are getting weak.
You have attended Formation 101, rode in the GAR
Replace them. Suggestion - upgrade and replace
rides, asked questions, and challenged your brethren
with armor clad flexible tubing and you will be
to be safe.
amazed with how much more braking power you
Oh, did I mention the Road Guard crew? The dedicated
have.



Though it is rare, there may be a simple adjustment
that establishes lever travel. Readjust it for at least
1/2 inch clearance.

group of people (can’t say “men” anymore) committed to
the Chapter’s safety on every ride be it local or long
distance. I must say, I have been to different Chapters
and I can testify there is no better group, nor one that
cares more about riding safety than Biggs HOG Road
Guards.

Your life depends on being able to stop quickly.
Surely it makes sense to check that lever before I am proud to have been one of the Chapter’s Safety
you need it?
Officers; however, I know you will be in equally good
As this is my last safety related article, I want to
thank all those who have provided suggestions,
support, and participation in our chapter’s safety
events for the past three years.
Jim L
Ps … Don’t call me, Call Don!

hands next year. Don A is our new Safety Officer and you
can bet he has something up his sleeve. He and Dave Y,
Assistant Safety Officer, are going to add to an already
great program. So, I encourage you to pop in on Saturday
mornings after our Chapter meetings, grab a cup of
coffee, and sit down and learn from them. Don’t forget to
ask questions, challenge them for information, and then
go practice what you learned on the GAR ride.
I am looking forward to my new role as Road Captain and
riding safely with you all.
Sincerely,
Jim W

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT

A Tour of HD’s York Factory
By Martin K
While in Maryland recently, we had the opportunity to visit the Harley Davidson Vehicle Operations
Center in York, PA. HD’s York operations moved recently to the other side of their property into a
renovated really-huge facility. Compared to what was in use a few years ago, many manufacturing
procedures are highly automated. This facility assembles Softails, Touring, and Trike models.
The 50 minute tour starts with a six minute video on the history of HD. As we proceeded into the
factory area, everyone was issued an audio headset which enables one to hear the guide speaking
over the factory floor noises.
We saw where gas tanks begin their life from a stack of
thin metal sheets which are automatically selected and
placed into a giant press. The sheet is pressed between two mating dies
under extreme pressure, forms the sheet and out pops one half of the tank.
Fenders are formed under the same process. Gas tanks and fenders are
rubbed out, sanded, painted, and mostly pin-striped by robots.
Frames are welded together and placed upon a moving delivery track
somewhat like you would see at the dry cleaners, then powder coated.
Later on they become fitted onto moving electric carts to hold them as
subsequent pieces are added. These carts follow magnetic strips glued to
the floor to guide them winding their way down each isle and through each
work station.
Engines (assembled in Milwaukee) are the first component bolted into each
frame. We were told that production speeds along due to having
subassembly stations that get components ready to fit to the frame down
the line. This encompasses items like gas tanks and rear fenders with
things like luggage racks already bolted-on.
Each bike traveling down the line has an identification sheet. Sheets are
placed into different color holders depending upon the destination such as
domestic USA, California, UK, Australia, Japan, etc. An interesting tidbit is
that the speedometers for bikes going to the UK are in miles and not
kilometers.
Finally, quality control examines each finished bike. If it needs attention, it
speeds over to a group for attention and is fixed immediately. After QC,
each automated electric cart moves its bike to the run-through test. The
cart raises the bike up to the level of the test platform, moves into the test
area, and the bike rotates 90 degrees so that the wheels rest upon rollers.
The technician connects a computer to the bike, starts it, and “drives” it
through the gears at speeds up to about 85 MPH. After passing, it moves
over to the shipping area.
HD does not box bikes anymore, each is mounted onto a pallet, lifted up
onto rollers, turned sideways alternately and slid straight directly into the
waiting truck for delivery.
So after the tour, if time permits, you can travel 25 miles west to Hanover and tour the Hanover pretzel factory and/or
the UTZ potato chip factory. Alternatively, travel 25 miles east to Lancaster and visit the Amish country.

MEMBERSHIP
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME - DON’T LET THIS BE YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER!
Let’s make 2012 another great year for our HOG Chapter. With your help we can get our renewals done in a
timely manner. It just takes a few steps.

 Renew your National H.O.G. membership, if due.
 Fill out the membership enrollment form.

Each member must fill out a form.

 Go to BiggsHOG.com, select the forms page, and print.
 Enclose your check or cash for $20. (Make your check payable to Biggs H.O.G.)
 PayPal is also available. You then receive notice your dues were paid via PayPal.
If you pay by PayPal please go to the Biggs HOG web page and fill in the BCNSDC H.O.G. Membership
Enrollment Form located in the Forms tab, write “PayPal” in the “LOCAL DUES PAID” BLOCK OF THE
ENROLLMENT FORM. Send your completed and signed form to:
Biggs H.O.G.
Attn: Renewals
PO Box 610
San Marcos, CA 92079-0610
You can also bring your completed form and payment to the November meeting.
Members who have not renewed their membership by the February meeting will be dropped from our roster
and e-mail blast.
You will receive your membership card in January along with your new 2012 computer password for the
Member’s section of our website. Only renewed members will receive the new password.
Please contact me at Membership@BiggsHOG.com if you have any questions.
Let’s make it a record year!!!

Pat L

Please support our advertisers

HOG Member
2628 O’Brien Place, Escondido CA 92027

Patrick Pounds
President * Senior Industrial Hygienist

Cell:
Toll Free:
Office:
Fax:

951-897-7883
877-294-PAQT(7278)
760-294-3643
866-236-3111

Patrick@pacificairquality.com
Air Quality of Life
HOG Member

Behind
Starbucks.
Across from
Carl’s Jr.

Carmen & Jose Guerrero
755 N. Quince #D
Escondido, CA 92025

(760)
740-0600

Affordable Patches Sewn On Your Jacket/Vest
Depending on patch size most are $2 to $4

Advertise your
business for only
$20 per month
& help our Biggs
HOG Chapter
grow !

Check for most
current calendar
www.biggshog.com

HOGTIVITIES

Call our 24 Hour
Ride Line
(760) 736736-2920

DECEMBER 2011
Note: Changes or corrections to the calendar
may have been made since it was submitted for print.
Please verify events with the Weekly EBlast or Ride Line

Thurs 1 Deck The Barracks Ride (Feather Pin)
9AM Biggs. Ride to decorate the Wounded Warrior
Barracks at Camp Pendleton. Sign up required.
Short distance, mixed.
Sat 3 Get Crafty Ride (Feather Pin)
9AM Biggs. Ride to the Craftsmanship Museum in Vista.
Medium distance, some freeway.
Sat 3 Holiday Party
6-11PM Escondido Country Club.
Reservation required.
Sun 4 Indio Tamale Festival (Feather Pin)
9AM Starbucks, Knoll Rd. Ride to Indio Tamale Festival.
Medium distance freeway and back roads.
Mon 5 Activities Committee Meeting (Invitation)
6-8:30PM Meal & meeting at Coyote Cafe.
Wed 7 Officers Meeting (Invitation)
6PM to eat, 7PM meeting Sal & Ceci's Pantry, Vista CA
Sat 10 Toy Store Invasion (Support)
7:45AM Biggs. 4th Annual Toy Store
Invasion. Short distance, freeway

Wed 21 Weekday Ride (Feather Pin)
9AM Biggs
Wed 21 LOH White Elephant
Gift Exchange (Chapter Event)
6PM to eat, 7PM Meeting,
Acapulco's, San Marcos

Sun 25 Christmas Day
Sat 31 133rd Feather Pin Ride 4 2011 (Feather Pin)
10AM Biggs. The last Feather Pin Ride of the year to
Cooks Corner. Medium distance, mixed
Sunday January 1, 2012
New Years Day Ride (Feather Pin)
9AM Starbucks. First ride of the New Year.
Come early to fill out your waivers and
enjoy a ride up to Richey's Diner, Murrieta.
Short distance, freeway

Rides typically leave from:
Biggs Harley-Davidson
1-800-4HARLEY
1040 Los Vallecitos Blvd. #113
San Marcos, CA

Alternate location:
Starbucks
126 Knoll Rd
San Marcos, CA
Corner of San Marcos
Blvd & Knoll Rd

Sun 11 Get Hooked Ride
(Feather Pin)
10AM Biggs. Ride to Bass Pro Shops in Rancho
Cucamonga for your last minute shopping needs.
Medium distance, freeway
Sat 17 SGD&E Support Ride
(Feather Pin)
4PM Biggs. Ride to Hamburger Factory,
Poway for a bite to eat then ride through
the North County to enjoy the Christmas
lights and a final stop at Starbucks for
some hot chocolate. Dark, short distance,
freeway and city streets.
Sun 18 Here We Go 2 Garlic Jo's Revisited
(Feather Pin)
9AM Starbucks, Knoll Rd. Ride to Newport Beach via the
Ortega Hwy. Medium distance, mixed

Follow these directions for a printable current month
calendar, suitable for your fridge or framing.
Go to our HOG website: www.biggshog.com, click on Events, go to
the top of the page, under the header
Calendar of Events for 2011, see HOG Calendar PDF Click on it. Voila!

BIGGS H.O.G. CHAPTER
North San Diego County

P.O. BOX 610
San marcos, CA
92079-0610

The HOG Express is published by the Biggs
Chapter North San Diego County H.O.G. for the
use of its membership. Neither Biggs Chapter
North San Diego County H.O.G., Biggs HarleyDavidson, nor the Harley-Davidson Motor Co.
make any claims as to the accuracy of the information published.

FRIENDS vs. BIKER FRIENDS
Friends: Never ask for food,
Biker Friends: Are the reason you have no food.
Friends: Will say “Hello”,
Biker Friends: Will give you a big hug and a kiss.
Friends: Call your parents Mr. and Mrs.,
Biker Friends: Call your parents Mom and Dad.
Friends: Have never seen you cry,
Biker Friends: Cry with you.
Friends: Eat at your dinner table and leave,
Biker Friends: Will spend hours talking, laughing and just being together.
Friends: Know a few things about you,
Biker Friends: Could write a book with direct quotes.
Friends: Knock on your door,
Biker Friends: Walk right in and say “I’m Home!”.
Friends: Are for awhile,
Biker Friends: Are for life.

