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2017 saw the fewest wild
polio cases in history — a
total of 21 cases, or a 43%
reduction

from

the

year

Community Emergency Support

before - with these cases
occurring

in

just

two

salt on the pavements in the
village centre. The club is an
integral component of the
Braunton
Community
Emergency Plan.

countries: Afghanistan and
Pakistan. Yet the need to
reach every last child is more
important

than

ever,

as

demonstrated by surveillance
gaps in Nigeria and outbreaks
of vaccine-derived polio in
Syria and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.
This

year,

cross-border

coordination
Pakistan

between

and

Afghanistan,

which has already had a huge
impact in reducing cases, will
continue

to

important

be
to

critically

With the onset of winter
weather, Braunton Caen
Rotary Club members have
been digging out their
Community
Emergency
Support hi-viz vests and
preparing for a call-out to
either warn residents of an

In the event of an
Environment Agency Flood
Warning, club members will
call on every building in
locations known to be in
danger of flooding, to ensure
that occupiers are aware.
Should snow or freezing
conditions be forecast, the
Parish Council will activate
the Parish Snow Plan and
teams of club members,
with the assistance of a
member of the Parish
Council staff, will spread grit

stopping

transmission.
So far this year, no new cases
have been reported globally.
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on the main footpaths in the
centre of the village.
But that is not all. In the
event of any disaster
affecting the village, the club
has the ability to establish
an evacuation centre to look
after anyone who has had to
be moved from their homes.
With the installation of the
new drainage system in
Caen Street let us all hope
that flooding in the village is
a thing of the past.

impending flood or to lay

This

year’s

International
2017-18

Rotary
theme

for

“Making

a

Difference” was chosen by
RI President Ian Riseley.
“Whether we’re building a
new playground or a new
school, improving medical
care or sanitation, training
conflict

mediators

or

midwives, we know that the
work we do will change
people’s lives — in ways
large and small — for the
better.”

Farewell!
It was with great sadness that we are having to
bid Alan & Stasa a fond farewell as they leave
North Devon to be closer to their family. At their
last meeting, President James, on behalf of
Braunton Caen, presented them with a gift,
wishing them both well for the future. Alan
(Founder President) & Stasa (Charter member)
have worked tirelessly for Braunton Caen, actively
participating in most of the Club’s activities over
the past 7 years, both community based and social events, and have been a source of great
wisdom and counsel. Alan and Stasa, it has been a delight to have you in our club and we will
miss you!

Santa weathers the storms to visit Braunton

Rotary First Aid Tip
Of the Month
Are you thinking of
alterations in your
house or drawing up
plans for a new build?
Consider having the
toilet and bathroom
doors opening out
into the passage. It is
fairly common for
people to collapse
there and fall against
the door. The delay in
getting the door open
could be serious.

Ebenezers Christmas
R C Braunton Caen treated
over 20 elderly pensioners
to a Christmas play by
Croyde Players, a very
talented group of amateur
actors including many
children .A fun afternoon
out for everyone and
putting them in the
Christmas mood. There
was welcome support
from St Brannocks Church
who provided their mini
bus and driver for those
unable
to
transport
themselves.
A
great
opportunity to help the
older members of the
community at small cost.

Braunton Caen Rotary
again
invited
Father
Christmas and his Sleigh to
appear
amongst
the
children (of all ages) in the

village. He was seen at
various areas over five
days, starting first at Royal
Marine Barracks Chivenor
who welcomed him and
his elves with Carols,
mince pies and mulled
wine.
Many children and some a
little older were delighted
to see him and over £1700
was raised for Rotary

causes,
despite some
atrocious
weather,
including a hailstorm with
thunder & lightning at the

same time! Only possible
due to a great team effort
and virtually full support of
all club members.

President’s Night / Christmas Party
There was a break in
tradition with this Year’s
President’s Night. Not only
did the evening combine to
celebrate
our
Charter
anniversary it was also an
informal affair. Posh frocks
and black ties were
consigned to the wardrobe

in exchange for Christmas
regalia. It was a wonderful
sight to see 85 different
interpretations
of
the
festive spirit and on the
“clapometer” the winner
for best dress went to David
Large from South Molton!
The runners up were
Sharon Wensley and Roger
Byrom.

It was a privilege that
evening to award the Paul
Harris
Fellowships
to
Patrick Farrelly and Roger
Byrom for outstanding
commitments to the Rotary
cause.
3 gorgeous hampers all
expertly wrapped by Silvia
Morgan were the raffle
prizes in aid of Mary’s
Meals. It is always nice to
see at least one prize being
won by a Braunton Caen
Rotarian; well done Roger

and Sheila Lambert! £280
was raised from ticket sales
and through the generosity
of anonymous benefactors

this figure has been doubled
to £560.
In another break with
tradition we made our own
entertainment.
A
tricky
Christmas quiz prepared by
Sarah Wood was followed by
some lusty Christmas Carols
accompanied by The Benning
Trio on violin, guitar
and flute. They kept a
racy pace and, more
importantly, kept us in
tune!
All local Rotary clubs
were represented at
our President’s Night
and were honoured to have
George Eamer, our DG, in
attendance”.

What’s coming up in January & February, some key dates
YOUTH SPEAKS DRESS REHEARSALS

Eyes down, our next Bingo night
will be on Friday 9th February at
the Parish Hall, Braunton. Great
prizes …. why not come along!

On 31st January & 21st February, Youth
Speaks ‘dress rehearsals’ will take place,
providing the youngsters with an
opportunity
to
practise
their
performances before taking part in the
North Devon Area Heats and Finals of
the Rotary competition on 3rd and 24th
February.

BRAUNTON CAEN MEMORY CAFÉ - Wednesday 31st January
For people with memory problems, to come and join us for a chat, fun
and refreshments at 14:00-16:00 Mariner’s Close. Free entry.

Youth
Youth Speaks
The action is hotting up with Youth Speaks. Braunton Academy has selected the members of its Senior and Intermediate
teams for the local North Devon area heat which will take place at Christ Church, Barnstaple, on 3rd February. Between then
and now the teams will choose their topics, write their speeches and many hours learning and perfecting their technique. A
full dress rehearsal will be held at our club meeting on Wednesday 31 st January. Similarly, Southmead Primary School are in
the process of selecting their Junior team. This will be the first time that the school has entered this fantastic competition
and we wish them luck. Caen Primary School has also selected a junior team so we look forward to some fierce competition
on 24th February. Their dress rehearsal will be at our club meeting on Wednesday 21st February.

Literacy
Mrs Elaine McIntosh will start delivering the Ready Steady Read with Rotary literacy programme to 4 lucky pupils at
Southmead School on Monday 15 January. This follows an outstanding success at Caen Primary School where the outcomes
for those children who benefitted from the 1:1 intensive tuition, has seen a rise in confidence, an enjoyment of reading as
well as progressing in their reading levels.

Community Service Rotarians from Ilfracombe Compass,
Ilfracombe Rotary and Braunton Caen
joined together to cook and deliver 65
lunches around Ilfracombe to those who
may not otherwise have a hot meal on
Christmas Day. Many thanks to all the
local businesses and individuals who contributed financially.
May 2018 be a Happy New Year for everyone .

Christmas Lunches

Caen Memory Cafe
Lisa of James Benning
Estate Agents has kindly
offered to sponsor the
Caen Memory Café for
the refreshments. She
plans to donate £10 per
month so that tea,
coffee and biscuits can
be provided for those
with memory problems
and their carers. Thank
you Lisa!

Diary Dates
January 2018
Wednesday 3rd January

Open Meeting, 19:00 Ebrington Arms, Knowle

Tuesday 9th January

Club Council, 19:00 hosted by James

Wednesday 10th January

Car Tour/Wheels meeting 18:00, followed by an open meeting at 19:00, and a skittles match
against Ilfracombe at 20:00, at Ebrington Arms, Knowle

Thursday 11th January

Village Fair Committee, 19:00 Williams Arms

Wednesday 17th January

Shelterbox Musical Event at Broomhill Art Hotel; NB tickets available from Broomhill Tel 850262

Wednesday 24th January

Speaker Meeting: Marie Ash re Sucide Prevention

Wednesday 31st January

Caen Memory Café, 14:00-16:00 at Mariner’s Close, Braunton - all welcome

Wednesday 31st January

Open Meeting and Youth Speaks Dress Rehearsals, 19:00 at Ebrington Arms

February 2018
Wednesday 7th February

Open Meeting, 19:00 Ebrington Arms, Knowle

Friday 9th February

Bingo, set up at 18:15 at Parish Hall for ‘eyes down’ at 19:45

Wednesd’y 14th February Speaker Meeting: to be confirmed
Thursday 15th February

Club Council, hosted by Chris at 19:00

Wednesday 21st February Open Meeting and Youth Speaks Dress Rehearsals, 19:00 at Ebrington Arms
Thursday 22nd February

Village Fair Committee, 19:00 Williams Arms

Wednesd’y 28th February Caen Memory Café, 14:00-16:00 at Mariner’s Close, Braunton - all welcome
Wednesd’y 28th February Open Meeting, 19:00 Ebrington Arms

Club Contact Information
Website: www.brauntoncaenrotary.co.uk
Have you looked at our Facebook page?
Facebook: The Rotary Club of Braunton Caen
Why not like and share our items
Club President: James Benning 07775 903001 sales@jbenning.co.uk
Club Secretary: Paula Byrom 0777 277 0850 paulabyrom@rpbfunerals.co.uk
Speaker Secretary: Caroline Sinclair 07811 424048 carolatfisherton@aol.com

Meeting place
Ebrington Arms, Knowle, Braunton EX33 2LW
Wednesday Nights at 7.00pm—8.00pm

