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On June 5 we will honor our graduates—both High School and those from
Higher Institutions of Learning during worship service.
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High School:
Andrea Leeds—Graduating for Williams High School with her International Baccalaureate degree
along with her High School diploma. She also won a Science award. Andrea will be attending
East Carolina University in the fall.
Peyton Lewis—Graduating from Western Alamance High School. He plans to attend Alamance
Community College in the fall.
Jeremy Woods—graduating from Western Alamance High School. He plans to attend Alamance
Community College in the fall. He was awarded the John Phillip Sousa Award for his WAHS band
achievements.
Higher Education:
Taylor Drummond—Graduated from Hollins College Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in creative writing with department honors and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in business
with a concentration in marketing and a certification in leadership in the Batten Leadership
Institute.
Sarah Martin—Graduated from Queens College with a Masters of Science in Nursing degree.

Vacation Bible School 2022—Passport to Peace
We will have VBS beginning Sunday, June 19 until Wednesday,
June 22 this year. Our theme is Passport to Peace. We are joining forces
with First Baptist Church of Elon to create a wonderful experience for our
children. The ages are Pre-K thru rising 6th grade. The schedule for the
week looks like this:
Sunday, June 19

5-7 Kick Off Pizza Party introducing the theme
for the week, a story, a craft, a song, and some
play time.

Monday-Wednesday 5:30-6:00—Dinner and gathering
June 20-22
6:00-6:20—Drama, Story and Music
6:25-8:00—Crafts, Science, Recreation, Story
If you would like help in leading a group or shepherding the children, please email Pastor Sharon at
wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com
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Progress and Pain
The life of the church is
just a part of what we do. Being the
church is making sure all our “parts”
are working well. We also reach out
to be aware of all that is happening
outside to be engaged as you know. So, I have entitled this article
Progress and Pain for all we do.
Progress: We continue to make progress in developing the
life of the church as a Hybrid of in-person and technology allowing us
to be the church of the 21st century that we need to be. Now the
Pain: two weeks in a row and we had a partial service and May 22
no virtual service. You have no idea how painful it is to not be able
to have a predictable hybrid presence. It is something that we are
working on and will give our energy to until we get our hardware
updated and we can consistently offer Christ in the way of 2022 and
beyond.
Progress: We are going to be contracting with Agile
Technology for a program called HYBRID-ONE. Once our hardware is in
place, we will be changing our website and even this newsletter. In
addition, we now have an official ZOOM room that will allow us to
provide hybrid presence (in-person and online) for classes,
opportunities to get involved and worship that will flow completely
from our website! Pain: This is taking more time than expected, but
we are determined to create something that will enhance our open
doors (evangelism) and our outreach in ways we have yet to even see.
Progress: We are slowly working into our goals for Vision
2026 with Boards figuring out the ways we will create programs and
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objectives to be the church we proclaim to be as Christians sharing in
love and hope for this community and around us. Pain: The world
keeps throwing pain and environment we in which we live challenges
us to be engaged in ways we never thought of before. The
environment, pandemic, war, mass shootings, inflation, so many other
issues. Trying to deal with the pain of all these things constantly calls
us to look to our faith and what God is calling to be and do in the
midst of this. Discerning the role of the church and how we minister
and be ministered to is what we have to be about.
Progress: We are making real progress on welcoming a
refugee family. See Article about our role. Pain: The only pain is our
excitement cannot wain on this as we may receive word of a family
this Summer. I hope we will be ready!
Progress: The unknown progress of the pandemic will be
with us for some time. I hope we will all consider we can come back
and get more involved as we more opening up even thought the
virus is still with us.
Progress: We have such a wonderful Bells ministry. Pain:
We need to say good-bye to Eden Brown as she is going to Louisiana
State University for a PHD program. We will miss her and will be
searching for a new director. We will share more later as we hope to
appreciate her ministry here in August.
Well, you can see we have ups and downs in all aspects of
our ministry. Let us always know that our faithfulness and being the
Church is worth all we do. Thank you for your ministry and for your
commitment to it all.
Love,

Randy

Pentecost Picnic—June 5—Joe Davidson Park
Please join us after worship on Sunday, June 5 as we gather in the park at the picnic Shelter at Joe Davidson Park.
The park is located at 3715 Rural Retreat Rd, Burlington NC. Please bring a picnic covered dish lunch to share. We will have
the warmer on in the kitchen and the refrigerator ready to drop off before church to store your lunch items. Dress in red if
you have it and come casual to church.

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study and the Gospel of Luke
9:30 am on Sundays

“Sowing the Gospel”

Luke gives an orderly account of what the Good News derives from, Jesus the Christ. Do you know the story? Yes and no.
By looking specifically at one Gospel, we can truly see the focus and power of the story through the eyes of an early community and
writer. This fascinating study will continue, and we would love to have you along on the journey. Join us each Sunday in the Fellowship room and lean
some things you may not have known before! See you Sunday! We are focusing on the teachings and miracles of Jesus in June and July. Join us!

Page 3

BE THE CHURCH

The Torch

COOL/EDGE Youth Group End of Year Party
End of the Year Pool Party will be held on Sunday, June 5 at 5-7 pm at Ashley Woods Swimming Pool located on
Brookview Drive in Gibsonville. Please let Pastor Sharon know if you are attending by emailing her at
wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com or text her at (336)260-9146. We need to know by June 5 if you will be in attendance so we
can purchase the right amount of food.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY UNITY BUILD CONTINUES IN JUNE! WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!
JUNE 11 OR JUNE 25 (both Saturdays starting 8 am)
We need 4 people to join other 4 person teams on Saturday June 11 or Saturday
June 25 for a around 3½ hours of working on our unity house. It is a chance to work and to
meet people from other churches. You must be 16 years old or up and simply contact the
church office to let us know. The location and any other information will be shared after you
volunteer. We don’t need many, but we need our folks to be there. Call 336-584-0391 to
volunteer or email us at eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com.

CALL TO THE CONGREGATION:
UPDATE FROM REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT TEAM
The good news is that we have 2 volunteers to begin leading the Refugee Task Group, Paula and Dan
James. We will still need 5 more people to round out the core team and still calling on everyone to figure if you
can be a part as needed in the life of this family. We may receive Afghan, Ukrainian, or another country’s family as
the numbers of refugees being accepted in the country is now going back up. You all need to be trained by letting
us know you will play part and we will direct you to the online training. It is something we can do together!

FARMERS MARKET EACH THURSDAY FROM 3-6 PM AT ELON COMMUNITY CHURCH
Come out each Thursday for some really great produce, food,
and all types of surprises. Let neighbors and friends know about it. There
have been as many as 25 vendors at one time and we will see different
numbers each week, but there are guest vendors and soon The County
Extension Office will have weekly programs. Throughout June come and
play BINGO (farmers market style) and get put into a drawing for a gift
basket! Be sure to check in at the main tent for information and updates.
A lot of our favorites are here each week and all is on the parking lot now for ease of walking. Once again, take your chance for real food
and local support!

JUNE 12—STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH SPECIAL OFFERING
The second of our 4 special offerings for the United Church of Christ is Strengthen the Church, which helps
to support new church development and to help struggling churches who are re-visioning and creating new life. This is
dear to my heart as a former new church pastor. Every dollar goes to help churches around North Carolina and the
country. Starting on June 12, we will collect this special offering. There is a special choice for this on Realm, our
online giving method. We hope to have envelopes for in church offering and feel free to earmark your amount on
your regular offering check mailed in. Your generosity makes a real difference!
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Youth Confronts Power: Dinner and Movie
Gather with us on Thursday evening, June 30, in the CLC to share some pizza and to view the movie YOUTH v GOV. This
award-winning film presents the true story of 21 diverse American young people, ages 14–25, who dared to sue the United States
government “for violating their constitutional rights to life, liberty, personal safety, and property through their willful actions in creating
the climate crisis they will inherit.” This is a powerful movie about the environmental legacy our next generations face and what is
required of us to help them. It runs 110 minutes. Please sign up on the insert in the bulletin or by emailing or calling the church office.
Indicate whether you will join us for pizza at 5:30 pm or just for the movie at 6:00. Social distancing will be possible in the CLC. Please
wear a mask during the movie.

SOARING HIGH BOOK CLUB - WE'RE GETTING CRAFTY!
Yes, you read that correctly. Our next meeting will be a craft activity on June 27 at 1 pm. Tanya
Gold's sister has some painted pine cone wreaths to be assembled and shared with us. We may make these and
sell at our Second hand Santa Sale to raise money for our shared book library. If you would like to join us at
this activity, please email Bev Orwig - bev62ali@gmail.com with an RSVP to make sure we have the correct
amount of supplies. Also, it would be handy if you had your own glue gun but we do have some to share. All
are welcome, even if you've never been a part of the Soaring High Book Club before! See you on June 27th at
1:00 in the classroom across the hall from the library.

Volunteers Needed for Special Music Throughout Summer
As folks may recall, the Chancel Choir does not meet during the summer. Our
last Chancel Choir anthem will be June 12. Stephen is now booking folks to provide
special music at Sunday morning services this summer. July 24 is reserved, but all other
Sundays are open. If you play an instrument or sing and would like to volunteer to
play/sing a song at one (or more) of our Sunday morning services, please send Stephen
an email (sfutrell@elon.edu) with several possible dates listed in priority. All are
welcome—kids, youth, or adults; solos, duets, etc. Come share your gifts!

Women’s Fellowship June Meeting
The Morning and Evening Circles of the Women's Fellowship will meet together on Monday, June 6, 2022 at 10:30 am in the
Fellowship Room upstairs. Our Senior Pastor, Randy Orwig will lead our final program of this year as we consider what the grandmothers of our
faith have taught us and imagine what they may have taught Jesus. Through
the stories of these women, several of whom were outsiders and others who
were marginalized people, we see the Kingdom of God where the last are
made first. Our scripture is based on Matthew:1.
All of the women of the church are invited to come and be a part
of this fellowship which supports the mission of our church financially and
otherwise but also offers the opportunity to become friends with a group of
your fellow church members. We will follow the program with a catered lunch
and Sharon will provide information in an e-mail concerning the lunch and
payment. We hope to have a good group for our final meeting of this year.
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By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
May 15, 2022
Treasurer’s Report was a detailed quarterly report for the Boards to review. Trustees have been spending their allocated funds for Building
Maintenance faster than was forecasted, partly due to boiler repairs. We show a small YTD surplus overall, so the Boards should still move
forward with planned expenditures for 2022.
Trustees completed the storm drain, and funded the Zoom Room upgrades this month. (Thanks to Matt Stimpson and Pastor Randy for
installing and testing the new equipment.) After a review of financials, Trustees decided to postpone repair of weather-related deterioration on
the portico until later in the year.
Deacons developed a list of suggestions for improving ECC’s website and social media presence (Goal 6.5). Their twin purposes were to portray
the work of the Deacons, and to offer ways to get involved in the work and activities of the church. They have appointed a Deacon
representative to the Technology Task Force that will interface with the website development company.
Board of Christian Education will host a Living & Learning event on Landscaping, with Connie Martin as the presenter, on May 22. This year,
the Pentecost Picnic will be a potluck event at Joe Davidson Park on June 5. Plans are under way for VBS – This year, Pastor Sharon has
lined up partnerships with various ECC Boards (to supply helpers and a nightly meal), as well as children and volunteers coming over from Elon
First Baptist. Dates are June 19-22. Music Camp will also be in person this year, with Boards providing meals (August 7-11) and “Meet &
Greet” snacks after the worship service the following Sunday (August 14).
Missions & Outreach Board plans to bring back “Missions Moments” to highlight the local agencies we support, by including blurbs in the
worship bulletin and inviting representatives to speak to us about their work in the community. Please consider giving a Saturday of work on a
Habitat “Unity Build” house on June 11 or June 25 from 8 to 11 AM. Thank you for supporting the Dream Center with diapers!
Board of Evangelism is considering changing their name to the “Board of Open Doors,” which sounds more welcoming (and less pushy). Mindi
enjoyed sharing the gift of carnations on Mother’s Day. Council approved a motion recommended by this Board to contract for website
software to be created for ECC by Agile Technology, which comes highly recommended by other UCC churches. A Technology Task Force (with a
representative from each ECC Board) will guide the work.
Children/Youth Ministries – KICK raised $705 from cookie sales and donations in support of the Heifer Project! Area Youth Ministers are
planning a monthly regional outing for UCC youth in churches from Elon, Durham, and Raleigh.
Associate Minister’s Report – Pastor Sharon preached about love at ECC and at First Reformed UCC during May. She helps organize (and is
Zoom host for) our Living & Learning presentations by church members. (The series will take a summer break.) Pastor Sharon represents our
church in several local area ministers’ groups that meet monthly.
Senior Minister’s Report – Pastor Randy was pleased with attendance at Easter and Holy Week services. University Relations Committee came
back together for the Pet A Puppy event on May 1. At Randy’s request (on behalf of the Personnel Committee), Council voted to add
“Juneteenth” as an official holiday for ECC’s office and staff. Personnel is also coordinating a search for a new Bell Choir Director, since Eden
Brown will be starting a full-time PhD program at LSU (after Music Camp). Technology upgrades are moving forward, with both the completion
of the Zoom Room and Council’s approval to contract for an online platform to include worship, meeting, and virtual classes. Input from all
Boards will be channeled through a special Task Group, and training on updating the website will be provided (so an in-house person can keep
it current). Randy is stepping down from being chair of the UCC Housing Committee and from being on the board of Johns River Valley Camp,
extra obligations he has fulfilled for nearly a decade.

Next Council meeting is set for Sunday, June 12, 2022, immediately after worship in the church library

Volume 26 Issue 6

Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch
(seen below). You can also go to our website and
click on the FINANCE tab, to set up an account
for regular online giving. Please take into account
that we pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid
with a credit card. Debit cards and checking
accounts are encouraged! If you cannot make an
online payment, checks are welcome to be mailed
to PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.
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Usher Schedule
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday

John Henderson and Ralph Waller
Ray and Gayle Pollard
Charlie and Joanne Merical
Bev and Brielle Orwig
Millard Gold and Scott Masteller

Liturgist Schedule
6/5
6/12
6/19
6/26

Colleen Gutierrez
Brayden Orwig
Stephen and Elliana Stiegel
Kirstie Doehler

Deacon On Call
6/5
6/12
6/19
6/26

Bev Orwig
Ted Henson
Colleen Gutierrez
Dorrie Roedner

Altar Flower and Greeter Schedule
6/5
6/12
6/19
6/26

Katherine Floyd
Margaret Bumgartner
Mona Atkinson
Rich and Dorrie Roedner

Sam Fowler
Andrea Leeds
George Oakley
Whitney Gregory
Racheal Stimpson
Henry Wroblewski
Jamie Coble
Manda Stiegel
Susanne Doolittle
Denny McLane
Sue Kuhn
Abby Stimpson
Artie and Elizabeth Lewis
Bob and Margaret Smith
Ed and Susie Park
Roy and Virginia Leeds
Sam and Linda Fowler
Andre and Sally Johnson
Millard and Tanya Gold
Ron and Nancy Steele
Judy Foxworth and
Debbie Thorpe
Bill and Gale Taylor
Ray and Gayle Pollard
Fred and Connie Canova
Bob and Lola Ayers

1
4
5
5
5
6
10
11
12
12
15
16
1
4
5
6
9
10
11
13
13
13
15
17
19

Ted Wheeler
Wes Reynolds
Andy Feld
Russell Martin
Mary Grace Cavey
Helmut Vogg
Owen Schumacher
Gene Lentz
Ella Powell
Hal Clifton
Hunt Johnson
Philip Osborne
Scott and Christina Hrinko
Carl and Lucy Saconn
Jacob and Judy Mauney
Howard and Patty Welborn
Chris and Whitney Gregory
Bill and Elizabeth Lanier
Hugh and Carol Comfort
Richard and Dody Denault
Jamie and April Coble
Randy and Bev Orwig
Gene and Mary Jane Ferrell
Mac and Loudelle King
Gene and Joanne Lentz

17
18
20
21
21
23
23
24
26
26
29
30
19
19
20
21
21
21
22
22
22
23
23
25
30

Mailed: 5/27/2022

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com
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