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Bluegrass Festival Season!

By Steve McCain

Hello NKBMA members! Indiana

It's that time of the year again where the Blusgrmusic is ¢ May 31 - June 2nd - Bean Blossom, John Hart Merhoria
playing, the campers are tuned up and we are Hmoftand Bluegrass Festival - Bill Monroe Music Park and
heavy! Temperatures are already soaring and | kihewfesti- Campground - Contact - 314-315-3670 .
vals are going to be great this year! | wantedebthe festivals ¢ June 8 - 10 - Wakarusa Bluegrass Festival - Walafudi-

: ana - Contact - 574-862-2807
and dates out there for you to be ready. Theaflg are what | July 6 7 Cedar Valley Bluegrass Festival - Dertoyi-

| could find in the tri-state area for June and/Jul ana—Contact - 812-836-2311
¢ July 13—14 - Sheridan Bluegrass Fever, Sheridamaiad-
Kentucky Contact - 317-758-5845

¢ July 26 - 28 - Bean Blossom, Gospel Bluegrass Vasti
Contact - 334-469-5677

¢ June 1st and 2nd - Bardstown Bluegrass Festivald-Ba opiq
stown Ky. - 7840 High Grove Rd. Cox’s Creek, Ky.llGa
- 502-252- 9004. ¢ June - 7- 9 - Bluegrass in the hills - HopedaleipGICon-
tact - 740-391-5631
¢ June 7th - 10th - Festival of the Bluegrass—KyrdddPark ¢ June 15 - 16 - Poston Lake Bluegrass Festival ys@lle,
Camp ground in Lexington Ky. Contact —Roy Cornett @ Ohio - Contact—304-422-6956

859-253-0806. ¢ June 15 - 16 - Bluegrass Festival, Nova Ohio - @cm19-
359-1363
¢ June 21- 23 - Rudyfest, Grayson Ky. Carter Cor-Fai ¢ July - 12-14 - Central Ohio Bluegrass Festival otGn,
grounds - Contact info. - 606-315-1417 Ohio - Contact - 740-965-2877

¢ July 12-14 - Bluegrass in the hills - Hopedale, @hCon-

¢ June 21 - 23—Renfro Valley Backwoods Bluegrassivast tact - 740-391-5631

) ) : ) e ¢ July 13 - 14 - Bluegrass in the Grove - BucyrusjoOh
Mt. Vernon Ky. - Contact info. - 800-765-7464 Contact - 419-562-4363

¢ July 20 - 21 - Bluegrass Festival, Nova Ohio - @oh#19-

¢ June - 28— 30 Harlan Bluegrass Festival - Southkgst 359-1363

Comm. & Tech. College - Contact 606-753-4106
If you are in these areas during your travels shimmer, stop by
¢ June 28- 30 ROMP - Owensboro, Ky -Contact 270-926-3nq check them out. Your support of these festivall help

7891 insure they continue into the future. Make sure yall the
numbers provided for any last minute changes ocelations.
¢ July - 26 to 28 - Irvine, Ky - Red Lick Bluegrassdftival -
Contact - 606-723-4623 Have a great summer!
Steve



COFFEEHOUSE

Willis Music and WoodSongs

Karl Shifflet Band along with Tommy Brown and County Line
Grass Review vy steve McCain

Hi there folks! I'm telling you, if you missed thé€arl Shifflet Band and Tommy Brown concert at ilMusic
on April 21st you missed one of the best concéids has been put on by Willis Music and WoodSongiee-
house!

Every concert that | attended over the winter metidve been fabulous but the attendance has besthén fa-
vorable. | was not sure what to expect when tg®illis but | knew Karl and Tommy normally drawb&gger
crowd. Well, | about fell over when | walked iretdoors. Every seat was just about filled. Thereeas filled
from one wall to the other. Our Co-Secretary Ja@owling reported that the attendance was at 1d@dgsass
fans! The largest attendance recorded to datd.Wasamazing!

Karl and Tommy did not let these folks down. Theyh played two sets and the music was great. Blibyrthe
crowd will go down after the second set but | netichere was only a slight change from when theearstart-
ed.

Karl and his band almost put you back in time. Wiiteir dress of wing tip shoes, pinstripe suitd @re skillful
use of the one microphone in the center of theestiogy make you feel like your watching one ofaleradio
shows in the past. The whole show was a well otchiesl treat for the eyes and ears.

Tommy and his group as always leaves the audieitbenanting more. | have listened to Tommy playyears
now and his songs never get old. His Ralph Stastidg of hard driving banjo music keep the toeappin’ and
the hands a clappin’

All concerts are video recorded by WoodSongs afdiadwillis Music. In a long series of WoodSoreyents
between 2011 and 2012, this would be a concerimlbwant to add to your collection.

Karl Shifflet and the Big Country Show putting ogreeat show The almost room capacity crowd enjoying the show
at Willis Music




Your advertising will not only be sent out in 6 news-
letters a year, the newsletter is also posted on the
NKBMA website for all to view. Please contact
Steve McCain at gmccain@fuse.net for more info.

NKBMA.com

Click It To Get It!!

Get all the latest NKBMA
news, calendar updates, loc
events and more. All this is

right at your finger tips!

al

theSoundWorkshop

RECORDING 5TUDIO

Located within Willis Music on Mall Rd

Commonwealth Surveying is a proud sponsor of the
Northern Kentucky Bluegrass Music Association.
Contact us for of all your surveying needs!

We travel statewide!

Tom Bushelman
Ky PLS #3722

4844 Burlington Pike
Burlington, Ky 41005

Tel: 859-689-SRVY (7789)
Fax: 859-689-0774

Cell: 859-743-2424

pls@CommonwealthSurveying.com
www.CommonwealthSurveying.com

Located across from the Florence Mall and
next to H.H.Gregg on Mall Road, our Flor-
ence Superstore has it all. Store manager
Rick Fuchs brings years of service and ex-
perience to meet your every need. Our
Florence location also features a 24 track
digital recording studio and performance
center in addition to the Kate Young Music
Makers studios and lesson center.

7567 Mall Road
Florence, Ky. 41042
859-525-6050

Single Add_| Yearly in Florence. Contact Rick Hopkins for
card $5.00 $1500 your music recording needs at phone
1/4Page  |$1000 | $30.00 513-607-9855 or visit their website a
1/2 Page $15.00 $60.00 www.soundwor kshopnet
Full Page $25.00 $90.00
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Steve Bonafel performing on stage at the 201!

Visitors to the NKBMA booth at the Appalachian Feat had
Appalachian Festival a chances each day to enter a raffle to win somBMIK stuff

Bluegrass Events Sponsored or Supported By the
Northern Kentucky Bluegrass Music Association

NKBMA Monthly Board Meeting
Willis Music on Mall Rd. Starts at 6:00

Russell Turner Bluegrass Jam
6th and Park Street Newport, Ky.
Contact Russell Turner atrturn02@zoomtown.com

Luther Hensley Bluegrass Jam

Claryville Knights of Columbus, Alexandria, Ky.

Featured band each month

Contact Luther Hensley at 859-635-9450 or Jim De&8&9-760-4483

NKBMA Monthly Bluegrass Jam
Willis Music - Mall Road Florence, Ky
Contact Rick Fuchs at Willis Music 859-525-6050

Richwood Opry Country and Bluegrass Music
10915 Dixie Highway Walton. Ky. 859-474-0554
Check website for current schedulesvw.richwoodopry.com

The Famous Old Time Music Company- Everything yeadin Bluegrass music!

20322 SR 33 Wapakoneta, OH - 419-568-1220 or RI31B74
Check out their website atww.fotmc.com

NKBMA - Mini-Festival!

All the fun of a Bluegrass festival in one day amdler roof!

at the Calvin A Perry Center in Alexandria, Ky.

Crafts, Food and Bluegrass Music All Day!

For more information check out our websitevatw.nkbma.com

1st Wed of each month

d Rmday each month

3rd Tuesday each month

4th Friday each month

Once a month

Scheduled for Sephber 22 2012



Lesson learned at Clay City

By Ron Simmons

Steve McCain asked me to say something about tine City Festival
that would be newsworthy for the Newsletter. tsaire, but I'll tell
you quite frankly this article is for musiciangesially. First and
foremost, as everyone is aware, every gig is resttme for many
reasons, but the worst reason is because you grsimit mentally
ready.

That said, we of “My Favorite Bluegrass Band”, BBayry, Tom,

Phil (our newest member) and myself, did our Settin a haze that
would make a Pittsburg steel mill proud. To adimis is realizing
that as good as we sometimes think we get or agetidthere is more
to this music thing than just “Looking MarvelousJust like any other
form of work, the preparation for it is absolutée key to getting it
right. We thought we were there. We were wrofige lesson is
burned in our minds.

As for the festival, the weather was great and-aliger small crowd
that was there was as always, very kind. Theydeadpetition from a
big festival in London, Ky. We did make up for apparent sleep-
walk in the first set and ripped a fine second €&ten Gene Thomp-
son came and helped sing tenor on our encore segowed the
patrons that improvement. One thing that is venyaaent is that
some festivals are losing their sparkle and atteoelds getting harder
to come by.

We as musicians need to fully realize that morae #haer our “A
game” must be given every time we play this speuiasic called
Bluegrass. If it loses popularity for any reasois & shame. It
must never, however, have to accept poor effopesformers
who are not their sharpest.

Last year | watched a group on Thursday evenirteatestival
in Georgetown, Ohio who were truly just goofing tiffough
their set. It angered me because | knew whatwerg capable
of. In retrospect for them and us and all perfasweho were not
doing what our audiences paid for...... | apologize hage with
all my heart we are given another chance to make glapping
hands sore. Keep the music and the faith in tHuesteperform
the music alive and well, please. Until then w8l practicing
for you. When MFBGB hits the Festival of the Bluags in
Georgetown/Lexington Kentucky this year on tffeo® June,
we’'ll be ready. The audience deserves it.

Ron Simmons
MFBGB

The NKBMA at the Appalachian Festival May 5th Wesette

The NKBMA spent the weekend at the Appalachianifaist
held at Old Coney in Ohio on May 3rd, 4th and 5@ur small
band of volunteers who love to spread the wordlaégrass set
up a booth and spent the weekend greeting peodléetting
them know how the NKBMA supports Bluegrass in ooimenu-
nity.

Especially satisfying to our group is on Fridaystjabout every
school in the local area bring their kids to thepAlachian festi-
val to help them learn about the Appalachian waljfef

Our group have the Bluegrass instruments laid nuhe tables for
the kids to look at and learn about. Jack Wilhd &is wife Emma
help with this every year and said the kids areagnexcited and
interested to learn about Bluegrass. If we lighpark about this
music in these young minds, we will have done obsj

Our own Ron Simmons has joined the crew that puthe Appa-
lachian every year and they do a great job. I'ne ®on will be a
valued addition to this group. We look forwardhtext year.

a

LURGRASS 1o

Jack Willis, Emma Willis and Ron Simmons manning th
booth on Friday evening after a long day

Luther Hensley, Gene Thompson, Jim Deaton and dack
Bowling playing a tune and greeting the kids




NKBMA MINI-FESTIVAL

September 22, 2012
Calvin A Perry Community Center
Alexandria, Kentucky

Great Bluegrass Music All Day from bands
Larry Reece and New Clover
My Favorite Bluegrass Band
Diamond Head Mountain

Missy Werner Band
Licking Valley Bluegrass

Pre-Sale Ticketsfor
$10.00 thru 9/1/12
Price after 9/1/12

$12.00 for NKBMA

members
$15.00 non-members

Doors Open
11:00am
Music Starts
12:00pm
Ends 9:00 pm

Arts and Crafts
Great Food
Fun For The Whole Family!

8X10 Craft Booth Available Cost - $25.00

For Booking Information Contact Jackie Bowling @RbBo 859-359-5528 or
Email : Jmays41063@aol.com

: o
BLUEGRASS STYLE | The |atest /
MUSIC LESSONS Scoop g

Bl Guitar =
Mland:nlin Banjo . Sources have it that Mr. Phil Lawrence is now piayi
1740 Adams Rd, Cincinnati, OH mandolin for the group My Favorite Bluegrass Band
Northlem Ken!lfcgg UTELFSIL? ‘gulg STEriEgs, KY Don't forget to check them out at Festival of tHed3
mmanuel Church, Lakeside Park, i
§13-607-1874 fotme@iglou.com grass at Kentucky Horse Park campground this yeay!




The Day The Music Died

By Steve McCain

Most of us have heard of the song American Pie whic capture the heart of America

tells the story of The Day the Music Died. On kebr
ary 39 1959, three famous rock musicians, Buddy
Holly, Richie Valens and JP “The Big Bopper” Rich-
ardson died after their small plane crashed in s Wi
consin cornfield.

With much less drama but the same heartfelt impact,

Earl and his partner Lester Flatt would keep Blasgr
music in the limelight with their hits like the “Bad of
Jed Clampett” and “Foggy Mountain Breakdown” as the
theme to the Bonnie and Clyde motion picture.

Douglas Dillard, banjo player for the Dillards wddlso

as part of the beloved moun; =%
tain band on the Andy Griffitl

Show called the Darlings. L
While these guys would nev§s,
crack a smile as they were §
playing on the show, they al

ways put a smile on my face

the Bluegrass community experienced a loss over the @and made me think, | got to learn how to do that!

past few months that affected everyone involvedh wit
Bluegrass music.

While the deaths of Earl Scruggs, Douglas Dilland a
Doc Watson didn’t make the evening news or make
the top story on the Entertainment programs, fos¢h
who love music we will always remember these great
patriarchs of a music called Bluegrass.

If you are a Banjo player, you will always be intkzb
to Earl Scruggs. He basically invented the thnegefr
picking style that we are all taught today. | theve-
ry picker alive has a copy of Earl’s teaching metho
on the banjo. If you don’t, you should.

| started listening to Lester Flatt and Earl Scrugga
young age and that banjo sound got burned in my
brain for life, | just loved it! My banjo teachdeff
Roberts told me once the way he learned to playdBan
was to take that same album and play it on it skbwe
speed over and over until he was able to captare th
picking roles that Earl was playing.

As part of the Dillards, Douglas became an insrat
for many of the Bluegrass musicians known today.

On May, 29th we just lost Doc Watson as well. Doc,
who was blinded at the age of 1 year, masteredrhit®
become one of the most sought after flatpicketkén
business. Doc again, became an inspiration todutw-
sicians but also to others who were handicappeua wit
blindness. There was certainly no handicap in lag-p

ing.

As a banjo player, | am deeply saddened by thedbss
these great musicians but also grateful for thetfeat
because of them, the music didn’t really die but hvie
on forever.

| can only imagine a heavenly Bluegrass band ptayin
with greats like Bill Monroe, Lester Flatt and Jimpm
Martin just jamming away and up walks Earl, Doc and
Douglas asking, you boys mind if we join in? What
day that must have been!

Steve

Earl Scruggs
1924 -2012

Doc Watson
1923 -2012

Douglas Dillard
1937—2012




NKBMA Membership Bands

Our current member Bluegrass bands are some digsiein the area. Please con-
sider hiring them for your special events! Bluegraickers need fed, too!
Diamond Head Mountain —859-635-3684
Larry Reese & The New Clover Band - 513-543-9320
The New Godspeed —859-322-8416
Tony Holt & Wildwood Valley Boys Band - 812-654-3778
Crossroads — 859-689-7431
Licking Valley Bluegrass —859-356-9241
Steve Bonafel & One lota - 859-635-9374
Ma Crow & the Lady Slippers —513-861-6785
Missy Werner Band —513-678-6426
The Herald Bluegrass Tradition - 859-466-6271
My Favorite Bluegrass Band —513-553-6115
Retread Bluegrass Band —513-793-6477
Tommy Brown & County Line Grass —502-594-0962
Vernon Mclntyre’s Appalachian Grass —419-568-1220
NKBMA
PO Box 133
Hebron, Ky. 41048




