NEWSLETTER

POLIO UPDATE
BREAKING NEWS...

Two cases of polio have
been reported so far this
year in Afghanistan, this
compares to 3 this time
last year.
Meanwhile in Pakistan,
four cases have been
reported so far this year,

Both

Afghanistan

and

Pakistan have the pieces
in place to stop wild
poliovirus, but challenges
remain. Children are not
getting their vaccines for
reasons that are different
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Youth Speaks Competition 2019
We were delighted that both congratulated
for
their
the Senior and Intermediate courage and hard work.
teams from Braunton Academy
won through to the North
Devon Area Final after giving
two
very
high
quality
performances.

compared to no cases this
time last year.

M A R C H

On Saturday 2 March the
teams attended the North
Devon & Bude Final held at
Grosvenor
Church
in
Barnstaple; the senior team
facing high quality opposition
from Petroc, Kingsley School,

Again both teams must be
congratulated
on
outstanding performances.
How many of us, when aged
10/11 would have been able
to write a speech and deliver
it in front of a hall full of
strangers with panache and
confidence. They are a credit
to themselves and their
schools.

Both Caen and Southmead
Primary Schools entered
teams into the Junior section
of the competition. They,
Bampton Primary school and

in each community; the
challenge
solutions

is

to

find

for

each

situation to eradicate the
disease for ever.

ROTARY
INTERNATIONAL

This

year’s

International
2018-19

Rotary
theme

“Be

for
the

Inspiration” was chosen by
RI President Barry Rassin.
“Together we will see a
world where people unite
and take action to create
lasting change - across the
globe, in our communities
and in ourselves.”

StMarks, Morwenstow, being
the only primary schools from
the North Devon area to
enter.
and Shebbear College; and the On Wednesday the teams
Intermediates Great Torrington gave their presentations to
school, Kingsley School and the club before the North
Pilton community College.
Devon Area Final on Saturday
2 March.
After a very close contest both
of our Braunton Academy At the Final, after a very close
teams won through to competition
Caen
were
represent North Devon in the declared the winners and go
District Final which will take forward to the District final
place on Saturday 23 March in on Saturday 16 March, also in
Saltash. Both teams gave fine Saltash.
and polished performances
and are to be massively

So, a full house for Braunton
Caen Rotary Club with teams
in all three sections of the
competition,
senior,
intermediate and junior. We
think this is a first for a
Rotary Club and are very
proud of our pupils.
We are also proud of our
dedicated youth leads in
Caen Rotary Club - Patrick
Farrelly, James Benning and
Jan Lewis, who spend time
working with the youngsters
giving advice on their
speeches and delivering their
performances. Thank you!

End Polio Now - India’s National Polio Immunisation Day 2019
In January, Paul & Jane
Cockcroft travelled to India
with other Rotarians from
across the UK to take part in
their
National
Polio
Immunisation Day (NID), their
third successive annual visit.

National Immunisation Days
are held across India twice a
year,
with
the
Indian
Government setting out to give
2 drops of oral polio vaccine to
every child in the country
under the age of 5. The scale is
extraordinary, with more than
172 million children immunised
by 2.3 million vaccinators who
visit every house in every city,
town & village across the
country – more than 209
million
houses
in
all.
Regrettably, late in the day, the
Indian Government postponed
the NID by 5 weeks, due to an
unexpected vaccine shortage.
Having paid for their travel and
accommodation, the group
unanimously
decided
to
continue with their planned
trip. 22 UK Rotarians visited

Youth Update
Literacy – The first cohort
of four pupils have just
completed their intial four
weeks of one-to-one tuition
with our Literacy Consultant
and all is going well with good
progress being made by all.
Follow-up assessments of
those pupils who undertook
the programme this time last
year will be carried out over
the next four weeks to
determine the long term
effectiveness of the project.

palaces, forts and temples in a
pre-NID tour to Udaipur and
Jodhpur (the blue city), a
memorable experience in
itself. The group then split
with 12 going to Amritsar in
Punjab and 10 to Bhiwadi in
Rajasthan.
The Amritsar group were
hosted by Rotarians from the
Amritsar Mid-Town Rotary
Club. The group visited the
Institute for the Blind, where
young visually impaired boys
and men are taught IT, braille
printing and other useful skills
to ensure they have a safe and
secure future. Donations were
given to help support this
Rotary-funded project. The
group were also entertained at

the Institute by musicians and
singers in an impromptu
concert. They also visited the
Rotary Centre where girls and
young women were taught
skills in dress-making, beauty
treatments including henna
tattooing and IT. Also there
volunteers provide dental
treatment, healthcare, blood

tests & even cataract surgery
for those local people who
otherwise could not access
these services.
The group, wearing their
“Keep India Polio Free” polo
shirts, visited some of the
deprived areas of the city to

promote the upcoming NID,
including a school located
under the railway arches,
giving small gifts, such as
finger puppets, balloons and
toothbrushes,
to
the
children. Paul and Jane were
delighted to be recognised &
welcomed by the teachers
following their visit there in
2018. A visit to another
school also showed us how
the local Rotarians improve
the lives of the poorest
children through provision of
things such as lavatories and
clean safe drinking water.
Also
recently
widowed
mothers are supported
through the provision of
food, utensils and cash to
tide them over until they can
find paid employment.

International
Update - UMOJA
On Sunday 17th February. One
member of our club hosted a
Big Breakfast in aid of Umoja
and Chelsea’s fundraising
efforts for her up coming trip
to Tanzania in late May. Umoja
is a Charity based in Tanzania
that funds and educates young
adult who come from a
vulnerable background. Peter
kingdom opened up his home
to cook an amazing breakfast

for 25 hungry Rotarians and
their family and friends.
They all had a home cooked
breakfast prepared by Peter
himself and Patrick Farrelly!
From the big Breakfast
we raised an amazing £300
for this amazing cause!

The
Amritsar
Mid-Town
Rotary Club also hosted the
visitors at their weekly
meeting followed by supper
and even a little “Bollywoodstyle” dancing.
A visit to the Golden Temple
was a wonderful experience,
not
least
seeing
how
volunteers provide 100,000
free meals every day to
pilgrims and others visiting
this, the foremost Sikh holy
site.
Despite
the
postponement of the NID, the
group felt that they had
raised awareness amongst
those living in some of the
very poorest areas of Amritsar
of the importance of getting
the under-fives immunized
against polio and that, despite
not actually giving vaccine this
time, their trip had been not
only
educational
and
entertaining
but
also
worthwhile.

End Polio Now - Crocuses
Have you seen the stunning
display of Purple Crocuses
in and around the entrance
to Braunton Car Park? Have
you ever thought why they
are there? Purple is the
colour for the End Polio
Now campaign: when the
children in 3rd world
countries are vaccinated,
their little fingers are
painted with a purple pen
which shows the health
workers that this child has
had the vaccine at that
time. Braunton Caen Rotary
plant Purple Crocuses to
raise awareness that Polio is
still around. England may
not have had polio for many
years, but there are still twp
polio endemic countries in
the world - Afghanistan &
Pakistan.

What’s coming up in March / April - some key dates
Community Events
Sunday 28th April 2019 Rotary
Club of Braunton Caen Charity Car
Tour Sunday 28th April 2019
Our popular Charity Car Tour
takes place, this year, on Sunday
28th April. Now in its 9th year the
event continues to interest and
challenge both driving enthusiasts
and quizzers.
The approximately 80 mile day
tour takes in many scenic and
beautiful areas of North Devon,
starting with a bacon roll at the
Williams Arms, and finishing for
the first time at The Fox and
Hounds, Eggesford.

Entries are invited from anyone
who enjoys a day out in the car,
and/or likes an interesting quiz.
The entry fee is £45, which
includes all instructions, route,
breakfast and cream tea for two
people. Additional breakfasts and
teas can be purchased separately.
If you would like more information
call Jan on 07967 896192 (please
leave a message).
An application form is attached to
this Newsletter, we will be
delighted to see you, your
passengers and your car on 28th
April.

For people with memory problems, to
come and join us for a chat, fun and
refreshments, 14:00-16:00 Mariner’s
Close. Jan will be doing
Easter crafts and Phil
will be bringing his dog!

Braunton Caen Cycles

Chivenor Military Wives Choir
At one of our speaker meetings we were pleased to
welcome four ladies from the Chivenor Military Wives
Choir, including the wife of one of our members. After a
presentation on the background to the Choir, its raison
d’etre, how it provides an essential welfare focus for wives
of Servicemen who are deployed away from home and the
annual cost of keeping the Choir running, the ladies spoke
individually about what being a member means to them.

International Update

Braunton Caen Memory Café - Wed 27th March

The group will be cycling now that the
days are growing longer, usually on
Saturdays at a gentle pace along the
Tarka Trail. The group includes non
Rotarians as well as Rotarians, new
friendships are being forged. Coffee
breaks on Saturdays gives us all a
chance to chat! Contact Caroline carolatfisherton@aol.com
to register interest.

Braunton Caen Rotary Club promoted the annual Shelterbox fundraising event on 16 th January. The
evening of music and a Mediterranean Supper was hosted by Rinus and Aniet van de Sande at Broomhill
Art Hotel. Yazzy a local singer songwriter entertained the audience with a selection of covers and her own
songs. She has already established herself on the music scene and has performed at Glastonbury and
supported International star Paloma Faith. The evening raised over £600 and the proceeds of a coffee morning held at
Rotarian Caroline Sinclair’s house plus some additional club funds enabled the club to send a cheque of £1000 to Disaster
Relief Charity Shelterbox.Thank you Peter & Pat Little for your efforts, a superb event!

Fun & Fellowship -

Ilfracombe Lifeboat Station Visit

Recently the club had a visit to the Ilfracombe lifeboat station; sadly this visit had
been cancelled twice before this was due to operational commitments, but it was
well worth the wait. There were 20 of us (members as well as partners and friends)
and we were split into 3 groups and escorted around the complex. It was a very
informative evening and highlighted how much it costs to equip and run an
operational station. The station is equipped with an inshore rib and a modern all
weather boat. As you can imagine due to its
location Ilfracombe is a very busy station all year
round, the staff are very dedicated and of course they are all volunteers except for one
full time mechanic. We were shocked at how much it costs to fund this organization,
they get no funding from the Government at all. I have been a shoreline supporter for
many years and I would urge any of you to consider becoming a member. Due to this
visit the club have agreed to make a donation of £200 to Ilfracombe lifeboat station and
as a little gesture to the staff a hamper full of tea coffee etc. After the visit we had a
great meal at the local Witherspoon`s pub. President Chris

March Diary Dates
Wednesday 6th March

18:00 Wheels /Car Tour Committee
19:00 Open Meeting, Ebrington Arms

Sat/Sun 9th/10th March

District Conference, Royal Plaza Hotel, Plymouth

Wednesday 13th March

Open Meeting 19:00 Ebrington Arms:
District Governor visit

Thursday 14th March

Torrington Sports Night,1900 Langtree VillageHall

Saturday 16th March

Junior Youth Speaks District 1175 Final
Saltash Wesley Methodist Chapel

Wednesday 20th March

Speaker Meeting 19:00 The Mariners,
Charlie Spurr of Surf Museum

Thursday 21st March

Club Council 1900, hosted by Paul

Saturday 23rd March

Senior & Intermediate Youth Speaks D1175
Final, Saltash Wesley Methodist Chapel

Tuesday 26th March

Village Fair Committee, 1900 Williams Arms

Wednesday 27th March

Caen Memory Café, 14:00-16:00 Mariners Close
- all welcome

Wednesday 27th March

Annual General Meeting 19:00

Thursday 28th March

District Council Meeting 19:00 Portmore Golf Club

Braunton Village Fair 2019
Well the preparations for the Music stage at the fair have started. We have
secured a brilliant line up, YAZZY who recently performed at the
Broomhill for Shelter Box, James Spencer (half of Bicycle Repair Man )
Tuesday Syndicate unplugged, which is the very popular Sam Mayo, but
there is a possibility that the full band will perform (they are a very sought
after Band in the South West and have a huge following. The very popular
local band Shake The Geek, Genevieve Andrews, Johnny Button, Retro
Bates, and of course Sophie Kerslake will be bringing along a selection of
youngsters to perform. Poster, equipment and stage have been sorted ….
all we need now is for May 27th and some sunshine.

Club Contact Information
Website: www.brauntoncaenrotary.co.uk
Facebook: The Rotary Club of Braunton Caen
Have you looked at our Facebook page?
Club President: Chris Andrews 07792 173234 coandrews@talktalk.net
Why not like and share our items
Club Secretary: Caroline Sinclair 07811 424048 carolatfisherton@aol.com
Newsletter Editor: Paula Byrom 0777 277 0850 paulabyrom@rpbfunerals.co.uk

Meeting place
Ebrington Arms, Knowle, Braunton EX33 2LW
Wednesday Nights at 7.00pm—8.00pm

