In high school, 


I dated a girl for 9 months 



until the one sidedness of the relationship became too great 



and I broke off the relationship.  

As I returned home 


and told my parents about the break up, 

their response was shockingly uncomforting.  


Their response was, 



“Well it is about time.”  


Which prompted me to ask, 



“What do you mean, 




it is about time?”  


To which they responded that 



all of the things that I was finally now seeing and realizing 




had been there the whole time.  



They saw these things before I started dating the girl, 



while I was dating her, 



and were aware that was how she probably would remain for some time.  

I of course asked them 


why they allowed me to get into a relationship with someone 



who was focused mainly on themselves 



and did not care about me as a person?  

They told me that they had started to warn me, 


but I was so caught up in the situation 



that I would not listen, 


so they stopped trying.  

With the pain fresh in my heart, 


I asked them next time 



to not give up.

I share this story, 


because we hear a similar story happening in Matthew today.  

Jesus has clearly laid out who he is to the people 


and the Pharisee's.  



He has kept nothing really hidden.  


Those with eyes to see and ears to hear, 



like my parents, 




can see who the person is.  

But those who are focused on other things 


are missing who the person is standing right in front of them.  

They are missing that the promised Messiah, 


the future judge, 


the present Savior, 


the Sabbath Lord, 


and Spirit King is standing before them 



as their Significant Kinsman.

This last term that I am borrowing from Dale Bruner 


sums up Jesus in this passage well.  



Jesus is not just our important brother, 



or noteworthy relative.  

The term significant 


comes from the Latin words for “Sign” 


and “to make.”  

So Jesus is our “sign making” Kinsman.  

Signs point us to a larger reality.  


Jesus has been dropping the signs for the Pharisee's 


and they have been ignoring them.  

The question is why?  


I ignored the signs 



because she was beautiful 



and we did have fun together, 




so it was easy to overlook the lack of depth for awhile.  

What is the Pharisee's excuse?  


They had developed a way of keeping Torah, 



that had placed them in a position of power over time.  


Originally starting from godly intentions, 



they had moved to a point 




where they thought they could bring God's salvation 





through their works.  




If only they kept the law perfectly, 







then the Messiah would come 





and over throw all those who did not keep law.  

If this was the way to bring the Messiah and God's Kingdom to earth, 


they were on the right track for sure.

But as Jesus said earlier in chapter 12, 


“I desire mercy, 


not sacrifice.”  

The way to bring about change is not dependent on man, 


but on God acting.  


We can not earn God's salvation.  

And God has been acting, 


healing right in front of them, 


in response to their questions.  

So it might seem out of place for them to ask for another sign.  


Is not miraculous healing a sign?  



Yes they are, 




but they are earthly signs.  




Signs that occasionally have happened in history, 





they are not heavenly signs, 






like pillars of fire or smoke, 






lightning bolts 






or thunder.  





Signs that show the creator God is at work here.  

Jesus tells them they won't see anything like that from him, 


other than the sign of Jonah, 



as Jesus will spend three days dead in the earth, 




then return alive.  

Resurrection will indeed be a heavenly sign, 


but by then, 



the Pharisee's will be so deep into their own agenda, 


they will not have eyes to see.

Jesus is lovingly trying pulling out all the stops 


to enable them to see if they wished though.  

Jesus has told them that one greater than the Temple 


and now greater than King Solomon, 


and greater than Jonah is here.  



The temple being the highest point of Priesthood, 



Solomon being the wisest King, 



and Jonah arguably the greatest prophet, 




because he did not preach to the Jews, 




but the Ninevites 





and they repented.  

Ones that were so wise 


that the queen of Sheba 



came from the ends of the earth 



to hear the good news Solomon had.  

Ones who's words were so powerful 


that a pagan nation repented 



at a single proclamation of who his God was.  

And one greater than this is here, 


and they are not seeing the signs clearly.  

So these people 

and this queen 


will be standing there on judgment day, 



like my parents saying, 




We saw the signs when they were not so blatant, 





and responded, 




but you did not.

Jesus then summarizes the effect of what the Pharisee's are doing 


and where their program of law keeping will get them.  

In their purity struggles, 


they may drive out a demon, 


but there is nothing that they are putting in the place of the demon.  

Jesus is offering to drive out the demons 


and be their Lord


to occupy the empty house.  

But if we just drive out the demon, 


and don't let someone else occupy that place, 



they are going to get 7 more demons 




and come back 




and overtake us again.  


For we all have to occupy something with our time.  


We all keep something in our heart.  



If it is not God, 




which they are rejecting, 





for he is standing before them 





and they don't see God.  



Then it will be something else.  

Unfortunately, 


anything else but God as the center of our lives 



leads to a worse end.  

For it seems like good is happening, 


but instead of stupid evil, 


it is a craftier 


sneakier evil 



that slowly overpowers and consumes all of our lives.  

That is what had happened to the Pharisee's 


and still threatens to happen to us everyday, 



unless we put the significant kinsman at the center of our lives.

If you are wondering, 


how do I make sure that I have the significant kinsman, 



Jesus 


at the center of my life, 



don't worry, 




Matthew tells us.  

He says that, 


“For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven 



is my brother 



and sister 



and mother.”  

While that does not seemingly narrow it down that much, 


the small details beforehand do.  

Jesus' birth mother 

and blood brothers 


are standing outside, 

his disciples 


are sitting inside at Jesus' feet.  

Our body language tells half our message.  


If you need to duck out of a meeting early, 



you don't sit in the center front.  



You sit at the side 




by the door, 




or stand by the door if it is crowded, 





because you are nice 





and don't want to make someone else stand, 






because you are leaving early.  



Standing indicates you are not fully committed 



or have a nerve problem in your back.  
But in this case, 


it was the lack of commitment from Jesus' family.  



Mark's gospel tells us that they thought he may not be right in the mind.  

Jesus' disciples however, 


were sitting at his feet.  



Sitting was a position of submission and learning.  



It showed you were ready to listen.  




Standing meant indecision and a readiness to walk away.

Jesus' blood brothers and mother were currently clean, 


unoccupied houses, 


in order. 

This is not where Jesus wants us to be.


Otherwise we are susceptible to the next wave of evil spirits.

He wants us occupied with him.


Committed to him.



There is no room for neutrality in Jesus' Kingdom, remember.
If we are seeing the signs clearly, 


we know where we should be.  

Sitting as one of Jesus' brothers or sisters


at his feet, 

listening to what he says, 


for what he is trying to tell us 



is the will of his Father.  


I wish I would have stopped 



to listened to the wisdom of my father in High School.

Others have the wisdom of the temple, 

the wisdom of Solomon, 

the preaching of Jonah, 


and that will get them only so far.  

But we have a prophet, priest, and King 


that is greater than any other that has ever existed.  

He has made his father's will clear.  


May we have the poorness in spirit, 


the humbleness to realize who we really are, 


the tears to realize how the world is, 



so that we might be willing to stop doing, 


and instead 



sit down at the feet of the one God has sent as a sign from heaven, 



and listen to what 




and how he would have us live, 



and then move as he leads us.
