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THE BUGLE

AL POST 132 COMMANDER ,  JOSE MARTINEZ

Well, we are entering into our last 4 months of the Legion year. Things
are still looking up for us as we continue to grow.

Hopefully, we’ll have our new parking lots by then. We have also received our pool
table. We are also looking to add a couple of tv's by the pool table, and have all tv's interfaced with
the jukebox to be able to watch videos on them. We are also starting karaoke on Wednesdays. Like I
said before, we are trying to add not only weekly events, but daily events to the Post. Hopefully,
we'll be able to attract folks down to the Post during the week. So please, come by and enjoy your
time with us at the Post.

We will soon be going through nominations for officers of this Post. As always, we are looking for
new people to join the board. We need fresh faces with new ideas. Hopefully we can also attract the
younger generation of Veterans, to not only become members, but to join the board. If you know of
any Veterans, please bring them down to the Post. Show them around, escort them into our museum
and show off the Post.

We still have a few members who have not paid their dues. We are trying to get 100% membership
at the Post. So please, if you have not paid your dues yet, see Sid, our Finance Officer, and pay your
dues. This also helps in keeping membership dues down to a minimum.

Please continue to read the Bugle and go on the website to find out what's happening at your Post.

Semper fi
Jose Martinez
Commander
martinezjoseg@yahoo.com
(714) 380-2005

American Legion Post 132, Orange, California      NEWSLETTER    March  2019

Upcoming Events

 March 10, - Legionnaires’ Boys State Fundraiser Dance
 March 12 - Auxiliary Bus Trip to Pala Casino
 March 13 - Karaoke - Post 132
 March 15 - AMERICAN LEGION’S 100TH BIRTHDAY!!!!!!!
 March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day
 March 17 - ALR - Quartermania
 March 18 - Polly’s Pies Fundraiser
 March 26 - Movie Night - Post 132
 March 30 - Vietnam Veteran Dinner
 March 30 - UMAVA Tony Mendez Scholarship Fundraiser Dance
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1st Vice Cmdr.
Victor de la Rosa

Greetings all,

Our Legionnaires membership is up to 88.07%. We need
about 73 more paid memberships to hit 100%. That can be
new members or members that have not paid their dues
yet. If you have not paid them yet please see one of the
officers, all or e mail me so I can help you with it.

Don’t forget to check our website at: orangepost132.com
to see what activities we have going on at our Post. Also
check out the new pool table we have downstairs. Just see
the bartender about checking out the equipment to play.

Victor de la Rosa
2nd Vice Commander
29th District

2nd Vice Cmdr,
Bill Stringfield

On February 11, 2019, we had a
fundraiser held at the Katella Grill.  I want to sin-
cerely thank all those who were able to attend.  It did
appear to be a very good response but I don’t have
the final tally yet.  I will have it later this month and
it will appear in the April Bugle.

Please save the date of Monday, March 18, 2019 for
a fundraiser at Polly’s Pies.  The flyer in the Bugle
will give you the times and location.  Bring the flyer
with you and remember that the flyer cannot be
passed out in the restaurant or parking lot on the day
of the event.  We would lose all proceeds that day if
we violate that Polly’s Pies requirement.

THIS IS OUR FIRST TIME AT POLLY’S PIES
SO IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE MAKE A
GOOD SHOWING IN ORDER TO SECURE FU-
TURE DATES! They serve a full menu.  A partial
sample is on display at the Post or it can be viewed
on their web site. I hope to see you all there.  Thank
you!

William Stringfield
wm@wmstringfield.com

John Minnella, Judge
Advocate/Adjutant

Comrades,
Parking Lot Repaving

Fundraiser: We have raised about a
third of the $30,000 needed to pay off

this project which the Post could no longer avoid.
Please get your donation check in to: Sid GAUNA,
our Finance Officer ASAP.
Friday Night Kitchen Obligation: Four times a
month, the Post operates the kitchen. Virtually the
SAME people VOLUNTARILY do the work
(cooking the steaks, collecting the money, deliver-
ing the meals, washing the dishes, & cleaning up
afterwards) EVERY month. That’s not right! We
cannot expect Sid to always cook the steaks. EVE-
RY MEMBER, except those physically unable,
MUST perform kitchen duty at least ONCE PER
YEAR. If all of us did that, just one Friday per
year, we would have the kitchen covered. Please
contact Commander Martinez or myself and VOL-
UNTEER now. I will be pushing hard for this all
year and encourage all the Post officers to do the
same.

Buddy Checks: The Legion National Commander
has proposed that we create a buddy system to keep
in contact with Post members that we never hear
from. I will be pushing our Post Executive Board to
organize a system where more active members are
assigned to contact maybe 5 members who we nev-
er hear from each month just to check on their
health and encourage their participation.

Post Revenue Generation Ideas: Comrades, the
Post building is old. It leaks badly and needs new
windows and a roof, restrooms, plumbing, etc.. We
MUST find creative ways to generate major funds
to pay for repairs. Your annual dues and our modest
profit from Friday nights do not finance this. We
must quickly do more to generate significant funds.
At our February 14 meeting, I presented 13 reason-
able ideas including 2 MAJOR fundraising drives
every year, expanding our donations campaign into
the local community, service organizations, and
businesses. Please encourage your Post officers to
push this, give them reasonable ideas for revenue
generation, and get yourself involved too.

That’s my input for March, comrades. Please feel
free to contact me anytime if you need any help!

John Minnella,
Judge Advocate/Adjutant(714/543-9005;
drjminnella@yahoo.com)



3

Gerardo Robledo, Jr.
3rd Vice Commander

Hello all,
I hope everyone is doing well.  Happy St. Patty’s Day to everyone!

This month the Legionnaires are having a fundraiser dance for the Boy’s State program on March
10th.  The dance will be from 2-7 P.M. and there will be a $10 cover charge. The American Le-
gion Boys State is among the most respected and selective educational programs of government
instruction for U.S. high school students. Please help us support this program by attending the
fundraiser dance.  It will be lots of fun!  Please see the attached flyer for  more information.

Upcoming Events:

April 13- Easter Party 1-3 P.M.
Boys State June 22-29

Gerardo Robledo
Third Vice Commander
gr50940@msn.com

Mike Holmes, Sons’ Adjutant/Finance Officer

The SONs of the American Legion support the military, our Veterans, and their fami-
lies.  In addition to the numerous programs we sponsor, we also work with and sup-

port the American Legionnaires, the American Legion Auxiliary, and the American Legion Rid-
ers.  Having said that – it is very simple for ALL of you to participate by eating out on Monday,
March 18th, at the Polly’s Pies House on North Tustin!  See Flyer in this Bugle and take it with
you!  Post 132 receives a percentage of all sales from our members, with a flyer, that evening
during the hours of 7:00 am to 9:00 pm.  This is a fundraiser for the Legionnaires, and so simple
for us to help without doing anything extra – except going out to eat; even if all you order is pie
and coffee.  My wife and I will see you there.  Oh, yes, bring your wife and/or significant other,
and your family.  Hope you can join us.

We have not scheduled a breakfast (a fundraiser for the SONs) for March, but plan to have one in
April.  We need your presence to buy a breakfast in order for our breakfast fundraiser to be a big
success.  Our monthly dinners are another fundraiser.  Our upcoming March 1st dinner will be
Jack’s stuffed pork chops.  Our April dinner will probably be fish and or shrimp with fries since it
will be during Lent.  These fundraisers make it possible for us to work our programs and assist
our Veterans.  So by supporting us, you will be supporting our Veterans and helping us!

Our next SONs meeting is: March 12, 2019, the 2nd Tuesday of the month, starting at 6 pm.  You
are cordially invited to be there.

For God & Country
Mike Holmes, Adjutant
714-803-0851
Mike7335carol@yahoo.co.uk
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Darlene Phillips,
Unit 132 President Auxiliary

Here we are in Mid-February with the sun shining, the crisp air and many blessings for
another day!  Celebrating the month of February with Presidents’ birthdays.  The  Aux-

iliary’s Past President, Susie Flores, put together an afternoon to celebrate not only our Auxiliary’s
Past Presidents but also 9 women Veterans.   We had around 35 guests in attendance at the event on
February 17th and, ‘wow’, the stories they shared.   It’s important for our Post members to be  aware
of the  many Women Veterans and, as President of this term, I Thank them for their service.   All of
you bring such Honor of your service to us. Thank you to all of the Ladies’ Auxiliary Unit 132 that
were able to help prepare for this great day to honor our Women Veterans.

The Auxiliary has been able to work with great organizations in our community of Orange to help our
main cause of supporting our Veterans.   I would like to recognize the following organizations and
say “Thank You” first hand:

 Community Foundation of Orange (Supports our Homeless Vet Program- Post Level)
 Orange Assistance League (Winter Coats for Our Homeless Vets)
 St. Mary Magdalene Church (Collection of Undergarments for Veterans)

Our Auxiliary dinner for March 22, 2019 will be cheese Enchiladas.  We will have steak dinners
available as well.  Be sure to come early as we do the best we can to provide dinners of your liking,
but it is impossible to know how many will be in attendance.   We love to see you and hope that your
dinners are always enjoyed.  I know that much love goes into all the efforts that the Legion Family
puts into preparation for your enjoyment.

On Saturday, MARCH 30TH,  we are having a WELCOME HOME VIETNAM VETERANS DIN-
NER. IF YOU ARE, OR KNOW, A VIETNAM VETERAN, WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN US
FOR DINNER AND ALSO FOR THE PROGRAM TO WELCOME YOU HOME.  PLEASE LET
CAROL MARTINEZ KNOW IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING.  PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED
FLYER OR ASK ANY OFFICER AT THE POST.

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” — Winston Churchill

To all Auxiliary Members: I would like you to consider becoming an Officer for the 2019-2020
term. If you are interested in becoming an Officer and you think —Well, I don’t think that’s for
me,   you will be surprised at how gratifying and fulfilling these positions are within our Auxiliary.
Please Email me for any questions or interests you may have and I would love to talk to you as any
of our Officers would do the same. “WE NEED YOU”! justdar-
dar@gmail.com  God Bless You and God Bless America!

Darlene “Just-Dar” Phillips
Auxiliary President, Unit 132
2016-2019

In remembrance and in our Hearts, Army Veteran, Dale “Bear” Phillips “AIE” 1956-2017
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John Bloecher - AL Riders President

Well it seems like this year is flying by and I hope everyone is doing
well. The Rider's had a very successful dinner in February, we sold out of 30 steaks in 14
minutes. We had people lined up starting at 5:35 and we started taking orders at 5:50 and

sold out of steaks at 6:04 Thank you so much for your patronage. This month we will be serving corn
beef and cabbage and our famous steaks. We will have 35 steaks so if you want a steak come early. But
we will have plenty of corn beef and cabbage which is excellent and if you like corn beef you won't be
disappointed if you try ours. We also had a successful breakfast and we want to thank our Legionnaire
family for our successful. So March 8th we will be serving dinner and March 17th will be our breakfast I
hope you can all come out and join us.

Next month we will be hosting our first Quartermania and we hope you will all come out to support
the Riders. We are coming up with some new games and ideas to help raise money to help support our
veterans. Without your support we would not be able to raise money to help our veterans.

As always thank you so much for your support and I thank my fellow Rider's who volunteer their time
to help make our events successful.

I am sorry to mention we will be losing one of our brother Rider's Ray Wells who will be moving to
Pennsylvania at the end of the month. He has been our Vice President for the last 3 years and a valuable
member of the Rider's. He will be missed and we all wish him the best in his retirement. He will be at
our dinner on March 8th so if you want to wish him good luck, please come by and do so. I am sure
he would accept expensive gifts if you are so inclined. LOL. I wish everyone a great March and please
come and support your Post.

Thank you,
John Bloecher
ALR 132 President
jb1mf@yahoo.com

Melyssa Umbertus
Clubroom Manager

Hello everyone,

Things are going well at the clubroom.  We are now adding Karaoke at the Post on Wednesday nights
from 7:00 pm to 12:00 pm. DJ Summer will be our host for this activity.  If you’re not shy and like to
share your talent, please come on down and show it off!

Chili dogs and snacks will be available in case you work up an appetite.
I hope to see all of you there!  So come party with us!

I wish everyone a very happy St. Patrick’s Day.  Drink responsibly and be safe!

Melyssa Umbertus,
Clubroom Manager
(714) 538-6311
or (775)764-7584
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Sid Gauna,  Finance Officer
Greetings again, fellow members of the American Legion Family,

Well, this year is off to a fairly good start and I hope to see a successful 2019.
In the Clubroom/Building Account we only had one small Rental with above average bar tab. Daily

attendance on the average has remained the same. Friday Night Dinners are improving after the holi-
days.

The Sons made their Quarterly Donation of $300.00 plus $100.00 towards the purchase of a new cof-
fee pot for the kitchen. The Museum donation box collected $32.00.

Donations for the Parking Lot Fund have started coming slowly but some are very good. Following is
a list of donors for January 2019.

 Fred Barrera Family donated $350.00
 James Gaffney donated $25.00
 Richard Baca donated $250.00
 Darlene Phillips donated $1000.00
 Sal Lucero donated $300.00
 Philip Colin donated 250.00

List Reports, N. Parking lot rental $900.00
Donations that have been received in February will be reported next month.

In the Legion Account, 15 members paid their dues and we had 20 members that paid on line. Thanks
to those that have paid your dues. If you haven’t paid, please do so. We still have over 75 members
that haven’t paid.

January’s third and fourth Friday Opportunity Drawings brought in $245.00 for Bugle support.
Thanks to all that come in and support the Friday Night Opportunity Drawings. This money goes to
support our  Veterans by covering the Bugle expenses and this has enabled us to keep from raising the
Membership Dues. Everything else is going up!

On March 10th we are having a Boys State Fundraiser Dance. See attached Flyer. Please help! If you
cannot make it, please consider donating $10.00 or $20.00. Every donation helps. Thanks! You can
call me at 714-371-6247 or email me at sidgauna@aol.com.

SEMPER FI,
Sid Gauna, Finance Officer
USMC
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RAY ALVARADO
SONS COMMANDER

Happy March 2019 American Legion Post 132 Family,  Well, we are up and running
at the start of this New Year.  Once again, SONs, your participation and enthusiasm is clearly
evident.  Let’s keep that fire within our bones as we head into the Spring and Summer months.

I want to take this time to thank all the new members that have joined us since January 1, 2019.  Phillip Petek,
John South, Rick Bottome 111, Tim Byrnes, Danny Garcia, Danny R. Garcia, Raymond Garcia, Robert Gala-
gher, David Laguna, and Jeffrey Ruzicka.  If I misspelled or have missed anyone, please let me know.  Wel-
come aboard and we hope to see you at our SONS meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month, which will be next
March 12th at 6pm next month.

Starting March 1, 2019 we will be selling tickets for an opportunity drawing which will consist of: a “DATE
NIGHT “ gift basket;  dinner certificate for two; movie passes; Starbuck’s gift card; candy, and more.  $1 a
ticket or 6 for $5.  You will see the gift basket on counter behind the bar, just over Melyssa’s shoulder. Speak-
ing of Melyssa, what a great job she is doing, keep up the good work and keep those new ideas rolling in.

We are back in the kitchen on Friday March 1st with a celebrity cook preparing Stuffed Pork Chops, Au Gratin
potatoes, Peas, and Salad for $8. Steaks, Baked Potatoes, Green Beans, and a dinner roll are also available for
$12.  I see the thermometer continues to rise as you walk into the Post for the new parking lots on both the
north and south side of the American Legion.  Wow, it’s going to look great.  As I close, I end with this: Bret,
Tom, Toby, Michael, Mario, Pierre, John, David, Tommy, Chip and Jeff, THANK YOU!!!!!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
For God & Country
Ray Alvarado
Sons Commander,
alvarador@scfuels.com

Post132 Legionnaire Officers receive a donation in the amount of $1,300 from the Circle K Club.  It is a stu-
dent –led community service organization.   The presenters are: Emybeth and Allysa. Our gratitude and appre-
ciation goes out to this organization.  Post 132 recipients, (From the back row– left): Sid Gauna,  John Schutz,
Bob Von Rehder; (from the front row left): David Maldonado, Leo Ouellette, David Kulcinski, Allysa,
Emybeth, Commander, Jose Martinez, Bill Stringfield, Victor De la Cruz, John Minnella and Gerardo
Robledo.
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EDITORS: LEO & ESTHER
OUELLETTE

Thank you to the following helpers
with the Bugle:   Dot and Chuck
Stalter, Mike Holmes and Carol Goss
Holmes, Mary Martinez, Martha Mal-
donado, her sister, Carol Joseph, Mad-
die, Pat Williams, Jack Peralta, Rudy
Herrera, Carolynn McMahon, Pierre
Duco, Mathew Valencia and Brett
Jackson. Thank you all for your assis-
tance.  It is greatly appreciated.   We
were done in record time!

ANYONE INTERESTED IN BECOMING
EDITORS OF THE BUGLE, PLEASE

CONTACT US!!!!!!!

Leo & Esther Ouellette
Editors,
lmocon@sbcglobal.net
(714) 636-6275

LEO OUELLETTE,
CURATOR

Our museum continues to impress all
visitors that come by to see it.  Don’t
forget, donations are welcome by all.
This helps us with the upkeep of the
museum.  Thank you all for your sup-
port!

Leo Ouellette, Curator
lmocon@sbcglobal.net
(714) 334-2961

LEO OUELLETTE, CHAPLAIN

This time of year, being a time for illness,
please keep all in your prayers.

Quips to ponder:

Remember, a word of encouragement can
dramatically help others in need!

There is no danger of developing eye strain
from looking on the bright side of things!

Life is ten percent of what you make of it
and ninety percent of how you take it!

Leo M. Ouellette
Chaplain,
lmocon@sbcglobal.net
(714) 636-6275
(714) 334-2961
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29SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Sons,  stuffed
pork chops/
Steaks
6pm-8pm

DJ SOMMER

2

3 4 5

UMAVA BOARD
MTG 6 PM

MARDI GRAS

6 40/8 Mtg
Post 555
Mtg 7:30pm

VVA #785
Mtg  6 PM

ASH
WEDNESDAY

Flag Lowering
Orange Plaza—
6pm

7

Legionnaires’
E-BOARD MTG
7 pm

8

AL RIDERS
Corned Beef-
Cabbage/Steaks
6pm - 8pm

Blue Highway

9

AL Riders’
Mtg
9 am

OC AVU  MTG
11 AM

10
AL BOYS
STATE
FUNDRAISER
DANCE
Los Cuates
3-7 PM

DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME

11 12

Auxiliary Bus
Trip to Pala
Leave 9:00 am

SONs Mtg
6 pm

13

KARAOKE
Post 132
7 pm—11 pm

14

AL General Mtg
7 PM

ALA Meeting
7 PM

15
Legionnaires
Dinner-/TBD /
Steaks
6pm-8pm
Midnight Cowboys
Band
8pm—12 am

AMERICAN
LEGION’S 100TH
BDAY

16

UMAVA
General Mtg
9 am

AMERICAN
LEGION’S 100TH
BDAY

17 AL Riders’
Breakfast
8:30 AM
ALR Quarterma-
nia
12PM-4 PM
ST. PATRICK’S
DAY
AMERICAN
LEGION’S 100TH
BDAY

18

Fundraiser
Polly’s Pies
2025 Tustin
Orange
12 pm-4 pm

19 20
VVA CHAPTER
#1034 - 6 PM

FIRST DAY OF
SPRING

Flag Lowering
Orange Plaza—
6pm

21 22
Auxiliary
Cheese Enchila-
das/ Steaks
6 pm - 8 pm

5 Star Band
8 pm-12am

23

1rst Calvary Mtg
9 am

24 25 26

AL RIDERS’
MOVIE NIGHT
6 PM

27 28 29

UMAVA DINNER
BEEF/CHICKEN
TACOS/STEAKS
6 PM

DJ Tony Bacolot

30

Welcome Home
Vietnam Veter-
ans’ Dinner
4 pm—6 pm
RSVP Required
See flyer

31

UMAVA TONY
MENDEZ
SCHOLARSHIP
DANCE
Eddie Banuelos
3PM-7PM

March 2019
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AUXILIARY LUNCHEON HONORING WOMEN VETERANS
AND PAST AUXILIARY PRESIDENTS –FEB. 17, 2019

Below, pictures reflect the 9 Women Veterans that attended the Luncheon. They shared their experi-
ences while in active duty.  The Past Auxiliary Presidents were present as well: From left: Esther
Ouellette; Carol Goss Holmes; Jennie Guajardo;  Susie Flores and Darlene Phillips .
Women Veterans: From left: Josephine Keller– Air Force; Nelida M. Yanez– Army; Maria Solis-
Martinez,- Air Force; Fernanda Murillo– Army; Marilyn Harris– Army; Peggy Cooper - Air Force;
Rita Garcia- Army, Marion Gross-Navy; and Gloria Culver-Air Force. Thank you all for your service!

AUXILIARY, UNIT 132, ASSISTED BOY SCOUT TROOP 99
WITH MINI FLAG FOLDING ON FEB. 2, 2019

Below,  from left: Fina Cuz, Carolynn McMahon, Boy Scouts Troop 99 Mom, Sandy Thompson, her
son, Boy Scout, Liam Nourian Thompson, Mike Holmes, Carol Goss Holmes, Virginia Martinez and
Esther Ouellette assists with folding mini pocket flags that are being presented to military soldiers be-
ing deployed from Camp Pendleton.  Over a hundred flags were made.
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BUS TRIP TO THE
PALA CASINO

TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2018
LEAVE FROM: AMERICAN LEGION POST

143 S. LEMON
ORANGE

PARK IN AMERICAN LEGION POST PARKING LOT -
On the North or South side of the building

NOTE: Time change: Please BE THERE BY 8:30 A.M
BUS LEAVES 9:00 A.M. SHARP!

FEE IS $11.00 PER PERSON
WHICH INCLUDES TIP FOR BUS DRIVER

PAY at time of BOARDING
RECEIVE $10.00 BACK IN PLAY MONEY

Need Valid Drivers License, I D Card or Passport

RETURN AROUND 6:00 PM

YOU MUST CALL FOR RESERVATIONS:
Carol Goss: 714-473-2451 or 714-978-2161 (leave message)

Virginia Martinez: 714-224-8551 or
Mark Crawford (714) 243-7342

WE MUST HAVE 45 PASSENGERS
SIGNED UP TO MAKE THE TRIP!
NEXT BUS TRIP APRIL 9, 2019
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American Legion Post 132
PO Box 214
143 S. Lemon St
Orange, CA 92866
Phone #: (714) 538-6311

Legionnaires
Commander
Jose Martinez
1st Vice Commander
Victor de la Rosa
2nd Vice  Commander
Bill Stringfield
3rd Vice Commander
Gerardo Robledo, Jr.
Adjutant
John Minnella
Finance Officer
Isidro “Sid” Gauna
Executive Board
Mike Maldonado
John Schutz
David Kulcinski
Bob Von Rehder
Service Officer
TBD
Building Manager
Ray Avila Gallardo
Judge Advocate
John Minnella
Chaplain
Leo Ouellette
Sgt. at Arms
David Maldonado
Historian
TBD

President
Darlene Phillips
1st Vice Pres.
Kathy Kulp
2nd Vice President
Dolores Aguilar
Secretary
Carolynn McMahon
Treasurer
Carol Goss Holmes
Chaplain
Diane Gallo Cook
Sgt. At Arms
TBD
Marshall
Virginia Martinez
Historian.
Carol Martinez
E-Board .
Susie Flores
Dreama Vineyard
Diane Saucedo
Martha Maldonado

Commander
Ray Alvarado
1st Vice Cmdr.
Brett Jackson
2nd Vice Cmdr.
Tom Flynn
3rd Vice Cmdr.
Toby DeLeon
Adjutant/Finance
Mike Holmes
Sgt. at Arms
Mario Beltran
Chaplain
Pierre Duco
Historian
Gilbert Flores
E-Board
Dave  Jimenez
John Shore
Tommy Dees

AL Riders

President
John Bloecher
Vice President
Ray Wells
Treasurer
John Schutz
Secretary
Melissa Willenbring
Sgt. at Arms
Bill Cook
Road Captain
Chip Williams
Asst. Road Captain
Brian Johnson
Judge Advocate
TBD
Historian
Frances Schuster
Chaplain
Darlene Phillips
Web Master
TBD

Auxiliary Sons
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