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The Branch

“I am the vine, you are the branches.”
John 15:5

August 2016

Joan Dresser and Chrissy Haydis at the Fresh Produce Sale at Last Year’s Community BBQ
and Open House. Join the Fun again on August 13th for the 2nd Annual Community BBQ
Event from 10 am to 2 pm.
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St. George’ Church
Is a community of Christians that
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And Strives to grow in spiritual maturity

Face painting by an artistic
specialist at last year’s
Community BBQ.
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From the Pastor’s Pen
“Respect and obey the LORD! This is the beginning of wisdom. To have
understanding, you must know the Holy GOD.”—Proverbs 9:10
“Please make me wise and teach me the difference between right and
wrong.” — King Solomon (I Kings 3:9)
“Wisdom is worth more than silver; it makes you richer than gold.
Wisdom is more valuable than precious jewels; nothing you want
compares with her.”
—Proverbs 3: 14, 15

Greetings through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ! I wish to share a bit on the necessity of
wisdom. You may recall the wonderful story of King Solomon, King David’s son, who, when the
LORD GOD appeared to him in a dream and said, “Solomon, ask for anything you want, and I
will give it to you,” he asked GOD for wisdom (I Kings 3:5—14). There are-at least-three
lessons that I wish to share with you regarding Solomon’s experience. I hope that though the
sharing, we will come together and understand the high value of wisdom in GOD’s kingdom.
First, let us begin by noting that Solomon approaches GOD from a position of humility. In the
passage cited above, he states, “I’m your servant,” but I am young and know little (I Kings
3:7). It is important to note that only the humble person will ask GOD for wisdom. A prideful
person who has all the answers, and depends upon him/herself to solve problems will not—and
truly cannot—come to GOD in humility. For, if I have all the answers, why do I need GOD?
Now, second, asking, seeking and knocking—with persistence—for GOD’s wisdom pleases GOD.
Reading in our passage from I Kings, GOD responds to Solomon by saying, “I am pleased
[delighted, gratified and happy] that you asked for [wisdom and understanding] (3:10-11). Our
heavenly Father is pleased when we humble ourselves and ask for his will to be done. As
stated in some versions of the Proverbs, “the beginning of wisdom is the knowledge of GOD”
(9:10). So, it should not be surprising that, since GOD seeks to reveal GOD-self to the world,
when we search to know GOD more deeply and intimately, we make GOD happy!
Finally, third, it is significant to note that Solomon asks for wisdom—not out of selfish motives—
but for the benefit of GOD’s people. Recall this portion of the passage: “Please make me wise
and teach me the difference between right and wrong. Then I will know how to rule your
people. If you don’t, there is no way I could rule this great nation of yours (I Kings 3:9). This
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aspect—the motive—of asking, seeking and knocking with persistence for wisdom is firmly
connected to pleasing GOD.
Time and again, in GOD’s Word, we see examples of GOD blessing individuals for the benefit of
GOD’s people. The prime example of this is found in the action of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ’s blessed sacrifice; completely offering himself to GOD for the benefit of GOD’s people.
For Christ died for ALL the world, that those who believe in him would be counted as GOD’s
own.
So, acknowledging these three aspects of the high value of wisdom in GOD’s kingdom, what are
we to do? I encourage you now to make a commitment to join St. George’s parishioners, lay
ministry leaders, leadership team/vestry and clergy to ask, seek and knock—with persistence—
for GOD’s wisdom solely for the benefit of GOD’s people, here in our neighborhood, in our
region and throughout the world. I invite you to please make your prayer commitment before
GOD today!
May the Life-giving Power of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
Pastor

Lawrence A. Robles†

St. George’s Episcopal Church—Salinas, CA

Mark Your Calendar
Eat Pray Love, Monday, August 8th, at 6 pm in the St. John
Room. The Eat Pray Love group is studying a book by Nadia BolzWeber, Accidental Saints: Finding God in all the Wrong People. Some
members bring their own lunch and others, just a snack. Contact
Deacon Tina if you have any questions.” This group usually meets the
2nd Monday of each month.

Bible Study at the Fischers’ will normally meet on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month and
we discuss the scripture readings appointed for the previous day. In August, the Bible study will
meet on the 1st and 15th.

Spanish Language Eucharist is being offered at St. George’s on Saturday evenings at 6 pm
and is growing in attendance. Our hope is to attracted Spanish-speaking members of the local
community who may be more comfortable worshiping in the language of their youth. The intent
here is not to create another church community but to enlarge our parish family.
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TOUCHSTONE SENIOR LUNCHEON
With the support we have received from our parish and recent
fundraiser we are ready to provide our regular monthly “Senior’s
Luncheon”
At St. George’s Parish Hall, Tuesday August 16th
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

The Designated Plate Offerings
Earlier this year, the Leadership Team, realizing that specific needs may not be met unless they
receive special focus by the congregation, decided that the plate offerings (offerings not collected
to meet pledge commitments) for the 3rd Sunday of each month should be designated for a
special purpose. The designated recipient for June will be for the Food Pantry to cover the cost
of specialty items that are not available from the Food Bank; and in July, it will
go to the United Thank Offering.

Special Note:
Regular Sunday Services at 8 am and 10 am resume on August 14th.
The Saturday Evening Eucharist in Spanish will continue at 6 pm.
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Special Days in August
During this month of August, the church asks us to remember 3 special events in our church
history, to help us grow in our faith.
1. The Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus. Aug 6.
The transfiguration is the time when Jesus revealed himself in full Glory to some of his
disciples on mount Tabor. We all think that when Jesus Christ came to be with us, he
came for a purpose, that is to save us; but sometimes we forget he was god incarnate and
divine too. Some of the disciples saw him in His full glory at this event. On that day, the
Day by Day booklet asks us to read a passage from Luke’s Gospel.

2. St. Mary the Virgin, mother of our Lord. Aug 15.
We all know that Virgin Mary was God’s instrument in Incarnation.
We greatly appreciate Mary’s obedience in accepting to be the
mother of Jesus at that time in her life. We also, remember her
sacrifices she made and the grief she bore in watching Jesus’s
suffering on the Cross and dying, which no mother should go
through. The Church asks us to remember her days on Earth, the
day she died. We don’t know when, but we know that she died.
The Roman Catholic Church believes that she did not die but that she was taken up into
heaven. Whatever it is, we do want to recognize her life as a bearer of our Lord on this
day set aside by our Church.

3. St Bartholomew, the Apostle. August 24.
We do not get much information about St. Bartholomew in the Gospels or Epistles. He is
mentioned in four Gospels and in Acts as a witness to the Ascension. Early church
historians have records of the Apostles; in which we read that, after Pentecost, many
Apostles went to different parts of the world , (when they were
empowered by the Holy Spirit) to obey the command of Jesus, (which he
gave before he ascended: St. Matthew’s Gospel the last 4 verses of Ch.
28). According to ancient traditions, Bartholomew preached the Gospel
in India and then in Armenia where he was martyred. We know that
except for John, all other Apostles were martyred for their faith and for
preaching of the Gospel.

Vicky Fischer
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Notes from the Leadership Team
Each month the editor will include a summary of decisions and
actions from the previous month’s Leadership Team Meeting. The
Leadership Team (Elected Vestry Members, Clergy, and other
officers of the Church) meet together usually after the second
worship service on the 3rd Sunday of the month. We were delayed in
July by one week to accommodate the schedule of Cn. Reyes who
wished to discuss the possibility of becoming and aided parish.

From the July 31st meeting:
Proposal to Become an Aided Parish:
Canon Jesus Reyes explained the implications for becoming an Aided Parish. Several important changes
would take place should St. George’s Church become an Aided Parish:


The Bishop becomes the Rector, while the current Rector becomes a Priest-in-Charge.



The Priest-in-Charge serves at the pleasure of the Bishop.



The Vestry (Leadership Team) continues as a management body.



The Parish continues to be responsible for covering its expenses.



The only financial benefit of an Aided Parish is that its Fair Share to the diocese may be reduced
in the amount based on a negotiation with the diocese.



There will be a requirement for a four-year restoration plan to bring the parish back to full-parish
status.



The diocese will provide advisory support and other resources as needed, and will not need to be
“invited” to participate in the decision-making process.



The restoration plan should be in place no longer than four years.



As an Aided Parish, the Vestry may renegotiate the terms of service for the Priest-in-Charge.



At the conclusion of the restoration plan, the Priest in Charge must resign, but is eligible to be
called as Rector if the Vestry chooses.



Aided Parish status would come into effect as soon as the application by the Church is approved
by the Diocese (Bishop, Board of Trustees, and Standing Committee).
(It was later pointed out by Lynn Fischer that according to the Canon, that as an Aided Parish, all
of our property assets would be controlled by the Diocese.)
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After reflection on these facts by the Leadership Team, it was moved that St. George’s Church apply to
the Bishop to become an Aided Parish as specified in Canon 20. All elected Vestry members of the
Leadership Team who were present voted in favor of applying to the diocese to become an Aided Parish.
Reports and other Actions:
Finances: John Walworth, Treasurer, stated that given the current level of income from contributions and
rental, we should probably be able to pay our bills through January of 2017, but not longer. Parish
income has remained more or less constant over the past several years (regardless of who is Rector),
during which time we have drawn on reserves to resolve the annual deficit in the budget. In the
Treasurer’s view, given our demographics and size, we can no longer afford a full-time or even a parttime Rector.
Bell Tower Reconstruction: Joan Dresser reported that to date the only acceptable bid for the
reconstruction of the bell toward came from Rancho Cielo that would be willing to undertake the project
for $4,316. Joan stated that this proposal has been sent to the Buildings and Grounds Team for approval
and referral to the Leadership Team for a final approval. Funds are available in a restricted account to at
least begin construction; she believes that other funds can be raised by individual contributions.
Designated Offerings: Fr. Lawrence stated that it had been decided previously that the designated plate
offering for August would go the Fern Phillips to assist with her transportation. The Leadership Team
decided that the offering for September would be designated for the reconstruction of the Bell Tower, for
October, for the United Thank Offering, and for November it would be designated for the Food Pantry.
Hall Rentals: After discussion regarding custodial services following parish hall rentals, it was decided
not to change rental fees at the present time. The LT decided that in the future, rather than asking for a
vote of LT members for the waiver of guard fees from renters who are parish members, Lynn Fischer,
who is managing facility rentals at present, should be able to use his discretion about the requirement for
guards.
Dinner Groups: Also reporting on Dinner Groups, Joan Dresser stated that this ministry is alive well.
Several dinners have been scheduled. All parish members have been invited to participate. An article
appeared recently in the Branch about the Dinner Group Ministry. Dinners can take place at restaurants
rather than at homes if the organizer chooses. Anyone interested can contact Joan for more details.
Care Callers: Chrissy Haydis reported that Spanish-speaking members of the parish have been added to
the Care Callers list and that a Spanish-speaking member of the team will be contacting them according to
the schedule.
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Becoming an Aided Parish: What Does it Mean?
Members of St. George’s Church who have been following the monthly report of our financial situation
and are aware of our dwindling reserves cannot be shocked or even surprised that the day will come when
we can no longer sustain this parish as a financially viable faith community. That day, when we can no
longer meet our monthly financial obligations, is fast approaching and we are faced with the alternative of
becoming somewhat dependent upon the Diocese of El Camino Real for support and parish management.
Our Treasurer, John Walworth, recently stated that, over the past several years (under several rectors), our
income from both pledges and rentals has been fairly constant; although more recently we have
increasingly depended upon rental income from both the rectory and from the parish hall while pledging
and contributions have diminished. Through most of this period we have drawn on funds set aside for
investment or future improvements to make up for the shortfalls in the annual budget. We can no longer
do this. John believes that with current income, we will be able to pay our bills (including the Rector’s
salary and benefits) only through the end of the current year.
On this past July 31st, the Leadership Team, at its monthly meeting, met with the Rev. Canon Jesus Reyes
who explained the option and implications of becoming an Aided Parish. Aided Parish status is an option
established by the Diocese expressly for parishes that have become financially unsustainable. Last month
Bishop Mary Reeves recommend to the Leadership Team that we become an Aided Parish. Canon
Reyes’ visit here is a result of that recommendation.
Canon Number 20, which is the rule that governs Aided Parishes, can be found on the Diocese of El
Camino Real Web site at http://www.realepiscopal.org/leadership/ under Constitution and Canons. As
stated by Canon Reyes, a parish such as ours can apply to become an aided parish when it believes that it
cannot meet its financial obligations in the future. When the Bishop, Standing Committee, and Board of
Trustees concur, the parish may be declared an Aided Parish. The Bishop in effect becomes our Rector,
and our Rector becomes a Priest in Charge—accountable to the Bishop. The parish also gives up its right
to hold and control its property. The only financial benefit enjoyed by an aided parish is a reduced Fair
Share assessment paid annually to the diocese. The Parish continues to be responsible for meeting its
expenses.
Upon becoming an Aided Parish, the Vestry must develop a restoration plan with the goal of regaining
full parish status within four years. In order to reach this goal, the diocese will actively intervene with
advisory support and whatever professional expertise is necessary to keep us on track to success. Also on
the bright side, St. George’s Church will continue to function as an active parish under pastoral guidance,
to hold its worship services and offer the sacraments without interruption, and to minister to it members
and to the community around us. Following Cn. Reyes’ discussion with the Leadership Team, the team
voted to apply for Aided Parish status under Canon 20. (For more information seen the Leadership Team
Meeting Notes in this issue.)
Comments by the Editor

Lynn Fischer
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And Around The Deanery…….
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Sunday

7

Sunday Service at
9 am
Eucharist in the Park
11:30 am

14
Scrip Sunday
Sunday
Services at 8
and 10 am resume

21

Monday

Sunday Services at 8
and 10 am

Tuesday

1

2

Bible Study, at
Fischer’s 7 pm

Intercessory Prayers 2:00

8

9

Eat, Pray, Love
Group 6 pm

Intercessory Prayers 2:00
Finance Team 5 pm

15 Bible Study, at 16 Touchstone
Fischer’s 7 pm

Intercessory Prayers 2:00

22

23 Touchstone

3

Thursday

4

Friday

5

Saturday

6

Office Staff 9 am

Food Pantry
10:30 -12
Dragon Slayers 6 pm

10

11

12

13

Touchstone Advisory
1 pm

Office Staff 9 am

Food Pantry 10:30 -12
Dragon Slayers 6 pm

COMMUNITY BBQ
10 AM – 5 PM
Eucharist (Spanish)t 6 pm

17

18

19

20

Office Staff 9 am

Food Pantry 10:30 -12

Eucharist (Spanish)t 6 pm
Transfiguration of our
Lord Jesus Christ

Eucharist (Spanish)t 6 pm
Hall rented

Luncheon 11:30 am
Intercessory Prayers 2:00
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Wednesday

Luncheon 11:30 am

St. Mary the Virgin,
Mother of our Lord

Sunday Services at 8
and 10 am
Leadership Team

28

August 2016
2016

30

24
Touchstone Advisory
1 pm
St. Bartholomew
the Apostle

31

25

26

Office Staff 9 am

Dragon Slayers 6 pm
Food Pantry 10:30 -12

27
Eucharist (Spanish)t 6 pm

AA every Monday through Friday at 12 noon,
and Tuesdays at 7 pm. NA every Wednesday and Friday at 7 pm
Al-Anon every Saturday at 9:30

Intercessory Prayers
2:00 pm

13

St. George’s Episcopal Church
98 Kip Drive, Salinas, California, 93906
Diocese of El Camino Real
(831) 449-6709
www.stgeorgessalinas.org
Leadership Team

Rector
The Rev. Lawrence Robles
Deacons
The Rev. Tina Heidmann
The Rev. Hope Garcia
Senior Warden
Guadalupe Sylvester

Birthdays in August
2nd
1st
5th
8th
15th
15th
17th
18th
24th
25th
26th
29th

Anne Collenback
Jesus Hernandez
Michelle McCain
Helen Tade
Craig Dahl
Maxine Rogers
Samantha Ramos-Brown
Ulises Foronda
Johnny Martinez
Keith Sylvester
Naomi Walker
Charles White

Junior Warden
John Coffey
Vestry Members
Laura Lawrence
Victoria Rojas
Guadalupe Sylvester
Alexandria Cervantes
Irma Vance

Victoria Fischer
John Coffey
Nancy Skidmore
Dulce Munoz

Treasurer

John Walworth
Assistant Treasurer

Richard Smith
Clerk of the Leadership Team

Lynn Fischer
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