An old saying in some circles is 


after someone does something substandard or illegal, 



remark, “He needs Jesus.”  

While it is true that we all need Jesus, 


if you had to make a list of 5 people in your circle of influence who need Jesus, 



who would they be?  


Take a moment and come up with 5, 



write down their initials if you want to be true to yourself.

Now look at your list and ask, 


“Why these 5 people?”  



What is happening in their life, 




that they need Jesus so much?  



Why are they at the top of my list?  




Is it because of the difference they could make 





with the influence they wield in this town?  




Is it because they had so much potential 





and seem to be throwing it away?  




Is it because they are so close to making it, 





that Jesus would help?

If you struggled with this list.  


Let me ask you a different question.  

Are there 5 people in your life that do not need Jesus?  


Why not?  



Is everything clicking for them?  




They are financially secure, 




they have a great education, 




connected to a influential family, 





are good people on their own merit?  


What makes someone eligible to be Jesus free?

If you have a list of people who could be Jesus free, 


you are not alone.  

The disciples had a list of people who they thought should be Jesus free.  


That were not worthy of Jesus' time.  

They grew up worshipping in a place where only the healthy, 


adult, 


male, 


Jew were allowed in the room to be before God. 

The unfortunate news for the disciples is, 


Jesus rebuked them time and time again 



for thinking that someone did not need him.  


Jesus turned their thinking upside down.  

Jesus knew that everyone needed him 


and still needs him.  



The tax-collectors, 




despite their wealth and power needed him.  



The sick, 




despite their inability to worship in the temple regularly needed him.  



Women, 




despite their lower status 





were welcomed into his fellowship.  



Foreigners, 




despite not worshipping the God of Israel, 





were called into relationship with God by Jesus.  


There was no one who was not welcomed at Jesus' feet.  


Some were even invited into Jesus arms.  



Jesus knew that everyone needed his time, 




his touch, 




and his prayer.

Those some, 


included the little children.  

To be clear, 


we are not just talking about little children under 5 feet tall, 



but the full range down to infants and toddlers.  

The word Jesus uses is the diminutive of child, 


of one who has not yet reached puberty.  

Thus the conclusion that these are little children 


that are still being carried by their mothers, 



unable to feed or walk themselves.  

They are the ones that are completely dependent on their parents for life.  


They have not learned the word “No” yet, 


nor do they imply that they can do it themselves.  

The term is Padian.  


A Greek word that will sound familiar to Star Wars fans 



with Anakin Skywalker being a Young Padewons.  




George Lucas did not use an original term here.  

These children can not do much besides eat, 


sleep, 


and cry out.  

So in a society where you are valued by what you can produce, 


what purpose are they fulfilling?  


What are they producing?

This attitude may be present under the disciples admonishment 


and turning away of the mothers.  

Also at work, 


is love for their master.  

And they have an internal hierarchy 


for who is worthy of Jesus' time, touch, and prayers.  

At the very bottom of that list is Padians, 


the little children.  

Because what is Jesus going to do for them?  


His touch heals decade old problems, 



he makes the blind see, 



the lame walk, 



the deaf hear.  

But these infants can't do anything.  


They have no issues that we are aware of.  


They are all healthy, 



unable to make any firm decisions about who their Lord and Savior is.  

So why would Jesus waste what little energy he still has, 


on these little children?

Jesus gives us our answer. 


“Let the little children come to me, 


and do not hinder them, 



for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  

The Kingdom belongs to such as these.  


This dependence 


and inability to produce, 



while the opposite of what America was founded on 



and is currently promoting, 




is a Kingdom fact.  

The reality that we need a savior means 


that we are not able to fix it our selves.  


We are dependent on someone else to do it for us.  
The fact that we have jobs, 


earn money, 


and buy groceries, 



gives us the impression that we provide for ourselves.  

But recent storms that wipe out everything, 


or the depression of a few generations ago, 


droughts in lands 



remind us that we are still dependent on God for our food and our lives.  

We are not the source of all that we have, 


God is.  

Small children are constant reminders of how dependent we once were 


and in reality still are.

Small children tend to embody the Kingdom standard, 


the beatitudes fully.  



Poor in spirit, 



mourning, 



meek, 



hungering and thirsting, 



pure in heart, 



peacemakers, 



even merciful, 




as they do often fall asleep finally 





as you think you are on your last whim.  


But we always want to make these attributes so much more.  

But children have so much of what the world needs 


and the Kingdom is based on.  

There is hardly a tourist 


who does not try and have a conversation with Eva in the wagon.  

Their presence changes the mood of a room 


as their needs remind people that we need each others help.  

You or I fall to the ground, 


someone might decide that we are in enough pain to come check on us.  

A child goes down 


and everyone is checking to see if they are okay.  

As “independent adults,” 


I am lucky to hear if one of you is being medevaced 



before you are in Juneau.  

With a child, 


their cries have alerted the neighborhood that they fell down.  

There is a definitive difference that Jesus is calling us to be mindful of.  

Jesus wants the children to come to him.  


He does not have the same hierarchy that we do, 


or that society does.  



Which should be clear by this point in Matthew.  

Jesus is so emphatic about it, 


that he says the same thing positively and negatively.  



Let them come, 




the positive.  



Do not hinder them, 




the negative.

So what does Jesus do when the children are allowed to come to him?  


Does he teach them, 


heal them, 


or some other great and holy act?  

We are told that he places his hands on them. 


Period.  


That is all.  

Laying hands can include healing.  


The healing occurring 



is making them children of the Kingdom 



or blessing the children in this circumstance.  

The mothers desired Jesus to take their child into his arms.  


Jesus is not opposed to doing this.  


He welcomes them, 



aka gives them time in his presence, 


takes them in his arms 



or touches them, 


and lets us know that they have the Kingdom of Heaven in their possession 



or prays for them.

Many hear strong grounds for infant baptism in this text.  


The children can not say whether or not Jesus is their Lord and Savior, 



but Jesus invites them into his presence none the less,




because Grace is a gift, 




not what we have done.  


The children find themselves in Jesus' arms, 



because someone else, 




most likely their mothers, 



knew that being in the presence of Jesus 




would bring blessings to the children.  

Jesus welcomes them into his arms 


and into his presence readily.  



Telling us to let them come 



and not to hinder them.  

Their faith 

and relationship with Jesus


happens through someone else's faith. 

 And then their salvation 


is in the same place as ours following adult baptism, 



constantly requiring a new daily decision to follow Jesus or not.


We need to walk into the gift of our faith in Jesus 



as our Corinthian text reminds us.

So then, 


what does Jesus do with these new recruits?  



Does he found a school 




and raise them as disciples from infancy?  



Does he give a lecture to the parents about how to continue in the way?  Surprisingly, 


the next things that Jesus does is, 



“he goes from there.”  

He has instructed the people on the blessings of singleness,  


marriage, 


and children, 



the most intimate parts of our life, 




then continues on.  

The mothers are left to figure out what to do with the blessing, 

the single people are left to figure out if that is their full calling, 

the married people are left to work on their marriages 


and bring about change.  

But Jesus continues on, 


why?

We hear that Jesus continues on, 


because everything that he is teaching 



is only fully possible 




through the completion of the rescue operation that is underway. 

If he does not go to Jerusalem, 

if he does not hang on the cross, 

if he is not resurrected, 


then this new life can not 


and will not come into season.  

We need Jesus to send the Holy Spirit to each one of us.  

We need to know that our sins have been paid for.  

We need to see how much we are in need of a savior 


as we cry out, 



“Crucify him” to an innocent man.  

Without these actions, 


the hardness of our hearts remains 


and divorce is a necessity still.  

Singleness has no purpose, 


as the Kingdom is not being established.  

Children are back to being unimportant 


and something that we wait for to come of age.  

But with Jesus going to Jerusalem, 


all of this change that Jesus brings 



comes into reality.

Let us live into the actual reality, 


for the cross and the resurrection have happened, 


and the Spirit has come upon us.  

Let us see that whatever season we are called to be in, 


we are to do so for the Kingdom.  

Let us bring the children to Jesus 


and allow the children to remind us that they embody what Jesus calls us to.  



For we are all children of God.  



No one has come of age 




so that they do not need Jesus anymore.  



We are still all dependent on our Father in Heaven for each breath, 




each bite of food, 




each dollar that comes into our possession, 



it is through the love of one 




who welcomes even little children into his presence, 



because his love and Kingdom have no end.  

We do not need to protect Jesus from any area of our life, 


because he has the stamina to redeem all of it, 



not just the majorly fouled up parts.  

Jesus has the endurance to redeem all five people on your list, 


and all of their children.  

Let us bring them all before him.  


So they might become such people like children, 



dependent on Jesus for salvation and life.

