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 Current Officers and Contact Information 
Mike Konicke    Jackie Fannin 

Council President   Chairman Board of Fellowship 

425-334-2040    425-327-9616 
mkonicke@aol.com 

 

Lonnie Hendrix    Ben Demeuse 

Vice President    Chairman Youth Board 

425.338.9393    313-506-0609 

geerals@hotmail.com 

   

Jean McNiel     Kathy Lawson 

Council Treasurer   Chairman Board of Stewardship 

360-691-3614    360-659-5861 

jemcniel@msn.com   mphfan213@frontier.com 

        

Marilee Ryan    Mike Konicke 

Council Secretary   Chairman Building Committee 

360-722-2877    425-334-2040 

marileedr@cs.com   mkonicke@aol.com 

        

Helen Holton    Kathy Schultz 

Council Financial Secretary Chairman Board of Education 

425-280-0004    425-347-1492 

tiggergi7@gmail.com    

        

Marvin Lauterbach   James Koch 

Chairman Board of Elders Chairman Board of Outreach 

425-348-3123    310-227-2292 

mklauterbach@frontier.com jamesjkoch10@gmail.com 

        

      

  

     
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

JANUARY CALENDAR NOTES: 

¶ 1   Happy New Year! 

¶ 5   Trustees Meeting 7PM 

¶ 7   MOPS 9:30AM 

¶ 7   Elders Meeting 6:30PM 

¶ 11 Council Meeting 6:30 

¶ 18 Deadline February News Letter!! 

¶ 21 MOPS 9:30AM 

¶ 24 Education Board after 2ndservice 

¶ 27 Outreach Meeting 

¶ 31 Mite Sunday 

 

 

MITE SUNDAY  

January 31 

David Wampler                   10 

Vicki Konicke                   19 

Jan Gindorf                        21 

tel:425-512-0011
tel:425-327-9616
tel:425-338-4551
mailto:geerals@hotmail.com
tel:360-691-3614
tel:425-338-4551
mailto:jemcniel@msn.com
mailto:mphfan213@frontier.com
tel:360-722-2877
tel:425-334-2040
mailto:marileedr@cs.com
mailto:mkonicke@aol.com
tel:425-710-9320
mailto:tiggergi7@gmail.com
mailto:425-338-9393
mailto:mklauterbach@frontier.com
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Deaconõs Corner  Called to Believe      Jan 2016  

 òFor it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with 

your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.ó (Romans 10:10)   

Christ our Savior is born and the season of Epiphany is upon us. It is the 

time of the Church year where Jesus is òrevealedó, "shown" and "made 

known" to the world. The Magi who brought gifts to the child Jesus were 

the first Gentiles to bow down and worship Him and so were the first to 

"reveal" Jesus to a wider world as the promised òruler who will shepherdó 

Godõs people(Matt 2:6). Along with Simeonõs blessing, that this Jesus 

would be "a light for revelation to the Gentiles" (Luke 2:32), these are among the first New 

Testament indications that Jesus came for all people, of all nations, of all races, and that  Godõs 

work in the world is for all His creation.  

So what was it that brought forth the Magiõs belief and the need to find and worship the new born 

king? What was the source of the hope held by Simeon and the belief professed as he praised God 

and held th e child Jesus? What causes us, in this year of our Lord, to believe?   

Is it the moral law that God has written in our minds and on our hearts that compels us to believe?  

Is it the hope that our good works will make us worthy of Godõs mercy, grace and goodness? 

Is it faith in our faith that gives us confidence to believe?  

No. No. and No! 

It is by the Word of God alone, through Christ alone, by the power of the Holy Spirit alone that we 

are called to believe and be saved. òFor it is by grace you have been saved, through faith ñand this 

is not from yourselves, it is the gift of Godó.  (Ephesians 2:8) 

The means of Godõs grace is found in his mercy and goodness through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In 

our study of Romans 9; we find it said clearly in Godõs declaration to Moses òI will  have mercy on 

whom I will  have mercy, and I will  have compassion on whom I will  have compassion.ó (Exodus 

33:19).  

God calls and fills with the Holy Spirit all who he chooses as his suffering servants. The Spirit of the 

Lord was present in the prophets, priests, judges and kings of old as God provided them with His 

Word. The same Spirit was present in the belief demonstrated by the Magi, Simeon and the widow 

prophet Anna.  God used the same Spirit to call believers at Pentecost and th e calling of the seven 

in Acts 6, 7 and 8, as well as the Bishops, Overseers and Elders elected by the early church 

throughout Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.  

So are we called to have hope or faith or are we called to believe? The p eople under the Law held 

on to the hope that God would be true to his promise. Our faith, that replaces hope, is grounded in 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of Godõs promise.  Our call, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, as  òa chosen people, a royal  priesthood , a holy nationó (1 Peter 2:9) is to believe in our 

hearts and as ò Godõs special possession, that we may declare the praises of him who called us out 

of darkness into his wonderful light.ó 

I hope you conclude with me that, when we believe  in our hearts we are truly prepare d to profess 

our faith with our mouths. - May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. 

May your whole spirit , soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (1 

Thessalonians 5:23) Amen                   

In His Service,      Mike Ryan       Deacon, Grace Lutheran Church 
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Grace MOPS 
 
 

ñWeôre Flourishing!ò 
Celebrating Lavishly! 

Embracing Rest! 

Noticing Goodness! 
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Let us not grow weary while 
doing good�º 

Gal 6:9 


