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THE PROCLAI ME

To the People of God at Grace and Our Friends,

The Savior, whose birth we have just celebrated comes to us with many names — names which make Him "The
Good News." Among the names given is Jesus (which means the Lord saves), and Christ (which means the
Anocinted One). He is also referred to as Redeemer, Son of the Living God, the Word, and Lord. But the name most
meaningful to me as we enter a new and uncharted future is the name Immanuel.

In Matthew we read how an angel of the Lord comes to Joseph and telis him to take Mary as his wife. He will fulfill
the prophecy of Isaiah who said his name will be Immanuel which means "God with us.” No matter what the future
God is with us.

We will have challenges in the new year or we will all be in heaven. And when we face these challenges our first
guestion will be "Where is God in all this?" Many of us will begin to fear that God only cares for us "from a distance"
as the song says. It is at times like these that we must repeat again and again "Immanuel.”" God is already in our
future and he is ready to draw near.

In time of challenge our first response is to retreat — to remove ourselves as best we can. But in doing so we will
also be withdrawing from the one person who knows us inside and out. We will miss out on the one who has been
given all power in heaven and in earth. He is the one who says where two or three are together in my name | am in
the midst of them. He promises to be with us in good times and especially bad.

Do not believe that he does not understand. The writer to the Hebrews says he has faced everything we have
faced: he was betrayed; he knew poverty; he bodily harm; he even knew what it was to walk through the valley of
death.

Immanuel — God with us. He is with us through His Word. He is in, with, and under the bread and wine of Holy
Communion (we even take him into our bodies). And he works through our brothers and sisters in Christ. We are
His Words, his voice, his hugs, his love. We are one with him and the devil, the world, and our own flesh will not
deceive us. Now is the time to be one with our Immanuel.

The new year is open to possibilities. Let us face it with courage. We are not alone. immanuel is with us. Thanks
be to God. :

Happy New Years,

Pastor Werfelmann
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Name: Can You Find The Matching Pair of Skaters?

Number \Words Qa2

Directions: Count the showflakes in each box. Write

the correct number on the line. Use the words in the
word banK to help you.

e

two  four  Six  eight

.

WINTER AND SUMMER.

Drow lines from the winter picture to what
you use in winter.
Do the some for the summer picture.

|
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g Deaconds QGaledteBelieve Jan 2016
" OFor it is with your heart that you |
i/ rews.” your mouth that you profess your fait

Christ our Savior is born and the season of Epiphany is upon us. It is the
time of the Church year where Jesusiso r e v e a"thewh'dand "made
DeaCOH S known" to the world. The Magi who brought gifts to the child Jesus were
( / the first Gentiles to bow down and worship Him and so were the first to
Omef “reveal Jesus to a wider world as the pr
Godds people(Matt 2:6). Along with Si
would be "a light for revelation to the Gentiles" (Luke 2:32), these are  among the first New
Testament indications that Jesus came for all people, of all nations, of all races, andthat Go d & s
work in the world is for all His creation.
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So what was it that brought forth the Ma g belies and the need to find and worship the new born
king? What was the source of the hope held by Simeon and the belief professed as he praised God
and held th e child Jesus? What causes us, in this year of our Lord, to believe?

Is it the moral law that God has written in our minds and on our hearts that compels us to believe?
l s it the hope that our good works will nesske us
Is it faith in our faith that gives us confidence to believe?

No. No. and No!

It is by the Word of God alone, through Christ alone, by the power of the Holy Spirit alone that we
are call ed t o belFRortwsdy gatayouthave lseansaved.throagh faith fiand this
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of Godod.

The means of Godds grace is found in his mercy a
our study of Romans 9; we f iantd oint tsdaviMimeeehecywan!| y i
whom | will have mercy, and | will have compassion on whom| will havec o mpassi on. 6 ( E:
33:19).

God calls and fills with the Holy Spirit all who he chooses as his suffering servants. The Spirit of the
Lord was present in the prophets, priests, judges and kings of old as God provided them with His
Word. The same Spirit was present in the belief demonstrated by the Magi, Simeon and the widow
prophet Anna. God used the same Spirit to call believers at Pentecost and th e calling of the seven
in Acts 6, 7 and 8, as well as the Bishops, Overseers and Elders elected by the early church
throughout Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

So are we called to have hope or faith or are we called to believe? The p eople under the Law held
on to the hope that God would be true to his promise. Our faith, that replaces hope, is grounded in

the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the fulfill ment of
Spirit, as 0 a royalhpoestkond ,p eao phloel,y anati ondé (1 Peter 2
hearts and as 0 Godds speci al possession, usbhuat w
of darkness into his wonderful ' ight . 6

| hope you conclude with me that, when we believe in our hearts we are truly prepare d to profess
our faith with our mouths. - May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.
May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1
Thessalonians 5:23) Amen

In His Service, Mike Ryan Deacon, Grace Lutheran Church
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Mothers of Preschoolers

Pages

Nk)P Grace MOPS

AVe O Flaurishing!o

R({ Celebrating Lavishly!

Embracing Rest!

ﬂ@"&‘sm Noticing Goodness!

We have two great MOPS meetings to report on during the month of December:

December 3rd, our guest speaker was Will Holloway, instructor for Aikido Heiwa in
Lynnwood. He spoke on self-defense and safety. We picked up wvaluable tips and
information about keeping safe in the world we live in. We learned that the most important
factor is constantly being aware of your surroundings; especially in busy parking lots and
crowds. Mr. Holloway often observes people overloaded with shopping bags, head down,
texting or looking at their phone and not paying any attention to what or who is around
them. Most times, a suspicious person can be avoided simply by heading back into the store
or crossing the street, if you are aware and observant. We have all seen teenagers crossing
busy streets, totally focused on their screens and not at all aware of traffic. Important to
teach our children that there are times when electronics should never be in use. He asked
to see our key rings and we learned the correct way to use them as a weapon-maost of us
were taught to put the keys between our fingers and go for the attacker’s face in a forward
punch, which only results in pain and broken fingers for us, and probably dropping our keys
on the ground. Mr. H. had quite a collection of keys himself, which were on a carabiner.
He showed us how to hook the carabiner over our index finger, let the keys dangle below
our fist and hit with the bottom of the fist and not a forward punch. We really couldn’t
cover much in an hour, and hope to have this instructor back again!

December 17th was our MOPS Christmas party. Always funl!l The meeting began with
Heather Lehmann reading the Christmas story from scripture. These words were special and
meaningful, especially when read by a young person. QOur thanks to Heather :}

Kinga, our coordinator, never disappoints in coming up with fun games for us to play! She
had us put paper plates on our heads, instructing us to draw a fireplace and add three
stockings, along with a Christmas tree with ornaments. The best drawing won a prize, and
the rest of the drawings provoked a lot of laughs!! We then passed a huge ball of plastic
wrap around the table-whoever got doubles with a pair of dice got to start unwrapping the
plastic ball until the next doubles came up. There was candy wrapped within the layers and
lavers of plastic wrap, so if you unwrapped quickly you could score some treats! The core
of the ball had the "grand prize" and one of our moms, Amber, was lucky enough to
unwrap that,

All too soon 11:30 a.m. always arrives, and it's time to pick up the littles from the
portable...we so appreciate our faithful child care team consisting of Kathy Schultz, Marilee
Rvan, and Arlene Phillips. Each of these ladies received a special gift and card from our
MOPS moms.,

Praying for a safe and blessed 2016, when we plan to continue flourishing fiercely!
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Let us not grow weary whil

doing godd
Gal 6:9
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