From the Desk of

Richard Norton Smith
Dear Friend:
There are some experiences, hard to describe but impossible to forget, that make you feel part
of history – even a history you may otherwise be too young or too remote in time to think of
as your own. January 30, 1965 was such a moment for me. Thanks to the newfound miracle
of satellite broadcasting, I joined a worldwide congregation of several hundred million to
watch what was, at the time, the largest, grandest state funeral ever staged.
Fittingly, it was in honor of the largest man of his time; arguably the most significant history
maker of the twentieth century – Winston Churchill. His story, entwined with two world wars
and the Cold War, inseparable from a thousand years of Monarchy, personified in the then
youthful Queen Elizabeth II – is a larger than life narrative, one that encompasses our world
from the Victorian Age to the Beatles.
And it’s just that comprehensive, intensely personal approach to the past that motivates our
first ever foreign journey. This September we’ll tour Churchill’s birthplace, country home,
war time sanctuary and the quiet country churchyard where he was laid to rest on that
unforgettable winter’s day in 1965. We’ll visit Bletchley Park, where his codebreakers may
well have won the Second World War; the Imperial War Museum, with spectacular new
exhibits on both wars; Coventry Cathedral and Cliveden, the vast country house where Lady
Astor and her isolationist set made appeasement of Hitler briefly fashionable.
Plus: Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle; Canterbury Cathedral and St. Paul’s, where
Churchill’s funeral took place. Westminster Abbey and the Houses of Parliament. The
London Eye and a Thames River dinner cruise. Disraeli’s country home and Dickens’ favorite
London chop house.
You cannot get any more English than that. I hope you’ll review the enclosed detailed
itinerary, and that you will join us for a memorable experience in the world’s most historic
city. Thanks in advance for your consideration.
With warmest regards.
Sincerely,
Richard Norton Smith
enclosures

What Made Britain Great:
Churchill, the War, and a Thousand Years of Royal History
Hosted by Author, Historian and Anglophile Richard Norton Smith
September 1-10, 2017

Staying every night at the St. James Court Hotel, steps away from Buckingham Palace.
Friday, September 1, 2017
Overnight flight to London per our own schedules. Upon arrival, we check-in to the
Hotel St. James. Originally founded in 1857 as the St. James Club, it served exclusively
as host to the world’s traveling diplomats. Today, this five-star boutique hotel, located
in the heart of Mayfair, is just moments from Buckingham Palace and Westminster
Abbey. For those who wish to arrive a day (or days) earlier, a limited number of rooms
can be made available.

Saturday September 2, 2017
We’ll meet in the lobby of the St. James at 1:00pm. This afternoon we tour the Houses of Parliament, including
the Queen’s Robing Room, the majestic House of Lords Chamber, and the House
of Commons. Next door we explore Westminster Abbey, the “coronation
church” where some 38 kings and queens have been crowned since 1066. The
final resting place of Elizabeth I and Mary, Queen of the Scotts. Here Queen
Elizabeth II was married, and the world said goodbye to Princess Diana. At
nearby St. Margaret’s Church, Winston Churchill wed Clementine Hozier in
September, 1908. Dinner this evening is at London’s famed Rubens Hotel,
across the street from the St. James (Catherine Middleton spent the night before her wedding to Prince William
at the Rubens). Overnight at the St. James.
Sunday, September 3, 2017
We’ll breakfast at the St. James before enjoying a very short walk to Buckingham Palace, and an unforgettable glimpse inside one of
the world’s few working royal palaces. Nineteen spectacular State Rooms are decorated with some of
the greatest treasures from the Royal Collection, including paintings by
Rembrandt, Rubens and Canaletto. Lunch today is at Bag O’Nails Pub,
serving hungry Brits since 1775. After lunch, we visit the Cabinet War
Rooms & Churchill Museum. This exquisitely preserved complex served
Churchill as an underground command center and safe house throughout
the Second World War. Dinner this evening at The Bistro, at the St. James.

Monday, September 4, 2017
After breakfast at the hotel we explore Windsor Castle, the longest-occupied palace in Europe. We’ll visit the lavish State Apartments,
and pay our respects at 15th-century St. George's Chapel, final resting place of Henry VIII, Edward VII and George VI and his
consort, whom we know as Elizabeth, the Queen Mother. Following lunch
in Oxford, we visit Blenheim Palace, a spectacular 2,000 acre estate given
by Queen Anne to John Spencer Churchill, the first Duke of Marlborough
in gratitude for his pivotal victory against the French on the fields of
Blenheim, in Bavaria. Along with its breathtaking State Rooms, stunning
portraits, tapestries and furniture, Blenheim is also the birthplace of Sir
Winston Churchill.
At nearby Bladon Churchyard, we’ll visit
Churchill’s grave. Returning to London, dinner this evening is on our own.
Overnight at the St. James.
Continued …

Tuesday, September 5, 2017
We’ll breakfast at the hotel before touring the sprawling Imperial War Museum across the Thames.
Explore the brand new First World War Galleries. Recount key moments
from the Second World War in A Family in Wartime and the haunting
Holocaust Exhibition. Lunch today is at Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese, favorite
of such literary notables as Oliver Goldsmith, Mark Twain, Alfred Tennyson,
and Charles Dickens (the pub is famously alluded to in Dickens's A Tale of
Two Cities). After lunch, we visit St. Paul’s Cathedral, scene of Churchill’s
1965 state funeral. Built between 1675 and 1710, after its predecessor was
destroyed in the Great Fire of London, the Cathedral is also the final resting place of the Duke of
Wellington and Admiral Nelson. A scenic walk across Millennium Bridge brings us to the London Eye. Opened on New Year's Eve
1999 as part of the millennial celebrations, The Eye is a gigantic Ferris wheel; on clear days riders can see as far as Windsor Castle.
A Dinner Cruise this evening on the majestic Thames River. Overnight at the St. James.
Wednesday, September 6, 2017
After breakfast at the hotel, the entire day you are free to explore London on your own. Shop at world famous
Harrod’s Department Store, explore the British Museum, take in the art at the Tate Modern, catch a show at
Shakespeare’s Globe Theater, tour Kensington Palace, or just relax at the St. James. Dinner this evening is at
Simpson’s-in-the-Strand, an 1828 London icon favored by Prime Ministers Benjamin Disraeli and William
Gladstone. Overnight at the St. James.
Thursday, September 7, 201
We’ll breakfast at the hotel before journeying to Runnymede. Here, in 1215, King John sealed Magna Carta, establishing
constitutional limits on Royal authority. Also on this site, we’ll pause at the JFK Memorial, jointly dedicated in May 1965 by Queen
Elizabeth II and Jacqueline Kennedy. On to Hughenden, home of Prime Minister Benjamin
Disraeli, where we’ll enjoy a light lunch on the grounds before
touring the estate. Next, we visit Cliveden, the magnificent estate
of Waldorf and Lady Nancy Astor. A hub of European political
and literary life, Cliveden welcomed everyone from Lloyd George
and Winston Churchill to George Bernard Shaw, Ghandi and
Charlie Chaplin. In 1963 Cliveden also gave rise to the notorious
Profumo Scandal. We’ll enjoy afternoon tea in Cliveden’s Great Hall. Dinner this evening is
on our own. Overnight at the St. James.
Friday, September 8, 2017
After breakfast at the hotel, we’ll travel to Coventry, whose 14th century Cathedral was destroyed by German
bombers on November 14, 1940. The ruins flank a spectacular new Cathedral opened in 1962 and considered
a masterpiece of postwar architecture. Lunch at the Cathedral’s Rising Café. This afternoon we visit
Bletchley Park, scene of one of the most remarkable stories of World War Two. Here, members of MI6 and
government cyphers broke Hitler’s “unbreakable” Enigma Codes, vastly enhancing Churchill’s ability to
successfully prosecute the war. Dinner at one of London’s celebrated pie restaurants, then overnight at the
St. James.
Saturday, September 9, 2017
We’ll breakfast at the hotel before traveling to Chartwell, Winston Churchill’s beloved country estate.
Set in the beautiful hills of Kent, we’ll explore gardens laid out by the great
man and view many of Churchill’s own paintings, as well as the house itself.
After lunch in Canterbury, we’ll visit Canterbury Cathedral, long a place
of pilgrimage, and Mother Church to the worldwide Anglican congregation.
Then, it’s off to The Canterbury Tales, a stunning recreation of Medieval
England that puts you in the middle of Chauncer’s famous stories. A special
Farewell Dinner is planned at London’s famed Goring Hotel. Situated near
Buckingham Palace, the luxuriant Goring was the last truly “grand” hotel built in the Edwardian era.
Sunday, September 10, 2017
Breakfast is again included before departing London per our own schedules.

$5,895.00 Per Person, Double Occupancy ~ $7,595.00 / Single Occupancy

Tour Reservation Line: (202) 657-7444

www.presidentsandpatriots.com

NOTE: A minimum of 20 persons required for tour to proceed.

What Made Britain Great:
Churchill, the War, and a Thousand Years of Royal History
Hosted by Author, Historian and Anglophile Richard Norton Smith
September 1-10, 2017

Staying every night at the St. James Court Hotel, within steps of Buckingham Palace.
Your Escorted Tour Includes:
 Entire tour hosted and narrated by author and presidential historian Richard Norton Smith.
 Deluxe transportation via climate controlled motor coach, featuring on-board restroom, individual 110-volt power supply
access (for cell phones, DVD players, iPads or lap tops), as well as Wi-Fi (wireless internet) throughout the coach.
 Meeting/Departing from the lobby of the St. James Hotel, located on Buckingham Gate, London, United Kingdom on the
afternoon of September 2, 2017 at 1:00pm.
 Nine (9) nights outstanding accommodations at The St. James Court, a luxury hotel situated just footsteps from Buckingham
Palace, Westminster Abbey and St. James’ Park.
 Complete baggage handling for one bag per person.
 Meals: Tour includes nine (9) breakfasts, seven (7) lunches, and six (6) dinners.
 Admission fees to all historic sites, attractions and museums listed on the itinerary.
 All taxes and gratuities for all group functions, including meals, guides, bellmen, dinner cruise, and motor coach driver.
 Please note that there will be a fair amount of walking involved on this tour.
 Insurance: Presidents & Patriots Tours offers highly affordable travel insurance through I Travel Insured to protect your
travel investment from unforeseen circumstances. To obtain insurance, please telephone ITI at (866) 347-6673 and simply
mention “Presidents and Patriots tour to London in September”.
 Deposit: To maintain quality, space on this tour is limited. A $1,000.00 deposit per person is required to confirm your
reservation. Reservations are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.
 Tour arrangements by Presidents & Patriots Historical Tours, which reserves the right to modify this itinerary in order to
maintain the quality of the tour.
 Balance: Final payment must be received by Presidents and Patriots Tours on or before July 1, 2017. Cancellations made
after this date are subject to loss of full tour cost unless suppliers grant exception.
 NOTE: Presidents & Patriots Historical Tours is not a full service travel agency. Tour participants can save by making their
own transportation arrangements TO London, United Kingdom on or before September 1, 2017 and FROM London, United
Kingdom on or after Sunday, September 10, 2017.
 Heathrow Airport (EGLL) is the primary international airport serving London, England.

$5,895.00 USD PER PERSON / DOUBLE OCCUPANCY ~ $7,595.00 USD / SINGLE OCCUPANCY
C-SPAN Filming: Tour participants are kindly made aware that C-SPAN has filmed several of Presidents and
Patriots past tours for later television and internet broadcast. C-SPAN may or may not be filming on this particular
tour. Participants understand that by participating on this history tour, they do grant in perpetuity, their voice,
portrait, likeness, photographs, video, film and/or other recordings of themselves for use by C-SPAN in their effort
to showcase the historical sites and attractions listed on this itinerary.

Tour Reservation Line: (202) 657-7444

OR

email: erik@presidentsandpatriots.com

What Made Britain Great:
Churchill, the War, and a Thousand Years of Royal History
Hosted by Author, Historian and Anglophile Richard Norton Smith
September 1-10, 2017
TRAVELER # 1 INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT)
TRAVELER’S NAME:

MOBILE PHONE:

PREFERRED FIRST
NAME ON NAME TAG:

WORK PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

DIET RESTRICTIONS?:

HOME PHONE:

PLEASE EXPLAIN:

ABLE TO WALK
MEDIUM DISTANCES,
STAND FOR PERIODS
AND USE THE STAIRS?

YES

/

NO

YES / NO

__________________________
__________________________
PLEASE EXPLAIN:
__________________________

IF ANSWERING NO,

TRAVELER # 2 INFORMATION, IF APPLICABLE (IF SAME HOUSEHOLD, SIMPLY INDICATE NAME)
TRAVELER’S NAME:

MOBILE PHONE:

PREFERRED FIRST
NAME ON NAME TAG:

WORK PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP

DIET RESTRICTIONS?:

HOME PHONE:

PLEASE EXPLAIN:

ABLE TO WALK
MEDIUM DISTANCES,
STAND FOR PERIODS
AND USE THE STAIRS?

YES

/

NO

YES / NO

__________________________
__________________________
PLEASE EXPLAIN:
__________________________

IF ANSWERING NO,

ACCOMODATIONS PREFERENCES (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)
* ROOM TYPE:

ONE BED / TWO BEDS

* Based on hotel availability. We will make every effort to accommodate your requests.

RESERVATION & DEPOSIT ($1,000.00 PER PERSON REQUIRED TO HOLD RESERVATION)

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY $5,895.00 P.P.
# PERSONS TRAVELING:
DEPOSIT ($1,000 P.P):

SINGLE OCCUPANCY $7,595.00 P.P
CHECK #:

$________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $________________

PLEASE READ AND SIGN THE OTHER SIDE OF THIS REGISTRATION FORM

ASSUMPTION OF RISK / WAIVER AND RELEASE
IMPORTANT NOTICE: YOUR REGISTRATION IS SUBJECT TO
THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE RELEASE AND
INDEMNITY AGREEMENT BELOW. PLEASE CAREFULLY
READ, SIGN, AND RETURN WITH YOUR DEPOSIT. YOU WILL
NOT BE CONFIRMED ON THE TOUR UNTIL YOU HAVE
COMPLETED AND SIGNED THE TOUR REGISTRATION FORM
AND RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT.
RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT
Each registrant named on the reverse desires to participate
in the tour(s) listed thereon. Therefore, each registrant
knowingly and voluntarily WAIVES, RELEASES, SAVES,
HOLDS HARMLESS and INDEMNIFIES Presidents and
Patriots History Tours LLC, also referred to as Presidents
and Patriots Historical Tours LLC, a Michigan Limited
Liability Corporation, its agents, servants, employees,
officers, directors, attorneys, contractors and subcontractors, past, present, and future, and their respective
heirs, legal and personal representatives, successors and
assigns (collectively, “Released Parties”), and all of their
respective properties, assets and interests (“Released
Property”) from, any and all claims, actions, causes of action,
demands, rights, damages, costs, losses, liabilities,
expenses,
compensation,
controversies,
disputes,
obligations, debts, dues and liens whatsoever, on account of,
or in any way arising out of, any and all known or unknown,
foreseen or unforeseen loss of life or personal injury, loss or
damage to property, and the consequences thereof, directly
or indirectly resulting from, incident to, in connection with,
or arising out of that registrant’s participation in the tour(s)
(collectively, “Claims”).
Deposit and Cancellation Policy – I/we have read the
Deposit and Cancellation Policy and I/we understand,
consent to and agree to be bound by the conditions and
provisions stated in said policy. Cancellations made after
the cut off date for this tour (see date at bottom of this page)
are subject to loss of full tour cost unless suppliers grant
exception. Except for the health problems that I/we listed on
this registration form, each registrant is in good physical
health and able to tolerate the physical demands of the
tour(s).
Any controversy, claim or cause of action arising out of or
relating to this Release and Indemnity Agreement or the
performance by the Released Parties of their obligation of
the tour, including, without limitation, any claim or cause of
action relating to bodily injury, property damage or death,
shall first be submitted by Registrant and the Released
Parties to non-binding mediation in Allegan County,
Michigan.

If the controversy is not settled at mediation, the controversy, claim or
cause of action shall be submitted, at the sole discretion of Released
Parties, to arbitration in Allegan, Allegan County, Michigan in accordance
with the rules of the American Arbitration Association then existing and
applying the laws of the state of Michigan. No waiver of this agreement to
arbitrate shall be enforceable on the parties, and judgment hereon may
be entered by a court in Allegan County, Michigan having subject matter
jurisdiction. If Released Parties do not elect to have a controversy, claim
or cause of action submitted to arbitration, exclusive jurisdiction and
venue for any suit based upon a claim otherwise subject to arbitration
under this agreement shall be in Allegan County, Michigan. Released
Parties shall have the right, even after suit is filed, to require submission
to arbitration by motion filed in the case within 120 days after service of
process, summons, citation or statement of claim on Released Parties.
Registrant and Related parties agree and stipulate that this agreement to
arbitrate and the related agreements and transactions are in or affect
interstate commerce.
This agreement to mediate, arbitrate, or submit controversies or claims
to courts does not waive or modify the Release and Indemnity as
contained in this Release and Indemnity Agreement. I/we have read and
understand this Release and Indemnity Agreement, which contains the
entire and final agreement relating to the subject matter thereof. Its
terms shall be binding on me/us and on my/our heirs, legal
representatives and assigns. If any provision of this Release and
Indemnity Agreement is determined to be void, unenforceable,
ineffective, or against public policy, that provision shall be disregarded
and deemed removed from this Release and Indemnity Agreement, and
shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Release and Indemnity
Agreement. The terms of this Release and Indemnity Agreement are
contractual and not mere recitals. This Release and Indemnity
Agreement shall be governed by and construed under the laws of the
State of Michigan. Venue for any action between registrant, Presidents
and Patriots Historical Tours, LLC and any other party arising out of this
agreement or the tours offered by Presidents and Patriots Historical
Tours LLC shall be in Allegan County, Michigan.
Notice of Host Responsibilities – This tour is scheduled to be hosted and
led by author and presidential historian Richard Norton Smith. In the
event of illness or other unforeseen event, Presidents and Patriots
reserves the right to replace Mr. Smith with another host of its choosing.
Travel Insurance Recommendation – Presidents and Patriots History
Tours LLC strongly recommends that all tour participants purchase
travel Insurance to protect their travel investment. Travel insurance
is insurance that is intended to cover transportation, medical
expenses and other losses incurred while traveling. Travel insurance
can be arranged to cover exactly the duration of a particular tour. If
tour participants elect not to purchase travel insurance, by signing
below they understand they are subject to loss of entire deposit and
tour cost should an unexpected event occur and they are unable to
travel on this tour.

I have read the foregoing Release and Indemnity Agreement and understand the Release and Indemnity Agreement, and agree to be bound by the
Release and Indemnity Agreement. I have also read and agree to be bound by the Deposit and Cancellation Policy, and have read and understand the
Travel Insurance Recommendation.

CUT OFF DATE: JULY 1, 2017
Traveler/Participant #1 - Signature:____________________________________________________ Date:___________________
Traveler/Participant #2 - Signature:____________________________________________________ Date:___________________

KINDLY COMPLETE AND MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR DEPOSIT TO:
PRESIDENTS & PATRIOTS TOURS
ATTN: TOUR RESERVATIONS
512 PARIS AVE, SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503

TOUR: What Made Britain Great
DATES: September 1 – 10, 2017

VALID PASSPORT REQUIRED

