Reconciliation Covenant 

Definition: 

A covenant is an agreement between two or several parties in which they bind themselves to perform certain functions and it is sealed by some kind of oath or sacrifice. A “Reconciliation covenant” will be an agreement between you and God to act or think in ways that overcome racism, classism and sexism in your personal life, family life, church life, work place and your local geographical and relational community. 

The following format will provide a process for you to construct a “Reconciliation Covenant.” 

When you have worked through the questions in the Washington and Kehrein text you are ready to begin constructing your Reconciliation Covenant. You might want to think about designing your covenant around the eight principles mentioned in the book. 

Your covenant should have three parts. A preface which should be based on your study of scriptures, a series of statements which identify how you will address reconciliation in your personal, family, and church life and also your work place and your community. Finally you will state someone or a group of individuals that you will share this covenant with in order to keep you accountable. 

Example: Personal Life 

1. I will stop people when they attempt to share a joke or story that is biased or derogatory to another race, class or gender. 

2. I will speak out when someone makes a prejudicial statement in my presence. 

Example: Family Life 

1. I will become proactive in my family and teach my children about racial discrimination – we will watch Mississippi burning and discuss it as a family 

Example: Church Life

1. I will invite into my Sunday School Class men and women of color to share their stories and provide insight into personal and institutional racism. 

Example: Work Place 

1. I will actively seek to recruit men and women of color to the seminary as students, staff and faculty. 

Example: My Community 

1. I will volunteer to read to children of color in the elementary school in my neighborhood. 

Accountability: 

Please choose several people you are going to share this covenant with who will hold you accountable. You may want to have some people in the class be your accountability group and meet with them for the next semester. You might want to start a study group in your apartment or home and invite people of color and use the Washington and Kehrein work book for a study guide. 

