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William Kelley's Ollman signs with Bemidji State University
By Kitty Mayo
Mason Ollman, a senior at William Kelley High
School in Silver Bay, celebrated National Signing
Day by formalizing his decision to accept a place on
the roster of the Bemidji State Beavers.
Ward Kaiser, head coach of the Silver Bay Mariner football team, says that it was an exciting event
that Ollman, who has played on the varsity team
since he was a freshman, fully deserves.
“The last couple of years Mason's been a really
big part of the team, he's been our leader,” said Kaiser.
Ollman is a four-time letter winner in football,

High School senior Mason Ollman stands proudly with a few of his high school
coaches after signing a letter of intent with Bemidji State.
Pictured L-R: Coach Ward Wallin, Coach Jamie Otterblad, Mason Ollman, and Coach
Ward Kaiser. (Photo by Lisa Malcomb)
and has a long list of recognitions as an
athlete and a student. Ollman was selected to the Minnesota Nine-Man AllState Team as a senior, was awarded
conference MVP running back, was
named to Academic All-State as a senior, was an A - honor roll student for
his entire high school career, and is a
member of the National Honor Society.
Ollman is a running back who also
played line back for the Mariners.
Mason Ollman signs a letter of intent with
Bemidji State University.
(Photo submitted by Ben Ollman)

“It's been a while since we've had a

Bakk Loses Senate Minority
Leader Position
By Kitty Mayo

Often referred to as a representative from the Iron Range,
Bakk's district includes Lake
and Cook counties, and portions of Koochiching and St.
Louis counties.
Kent is the first woman to
serve as the DFL caucus leader
in the state Senate.
All of Minnesota's 67 state

Bemidji State is a Division 2 school,
with an 8 to 3 record for this season.
“For us it's a big deal to send a player
to a college of that size, and a good
challenge for Mason,” said Kaiser.
Congratulations Mason.

Tettegouche Winter Fest 2020
By Kitty Mayo
Tettegouche State Park is celebrating winter with their Winter Fest
2020, with outdoor and indoor activities for everyone to enjoy, and the
whole community is welcome.
The event is being held on Saturday, February 22nd, and is being
sponsored by the Friends of Tettegouche State Park.

Minnesota Senator Tom Bakk
has lost his position as DFLparty leader in a recent vote by
the Senate. Sen. Susan Kent
(D-Woodbury) was chosen as
the new minority leader in a
closed-session meeting on February 1st.
Bakk, who represents District
3, held the position as Senate
minority leader in recent years,
but has led the DFL caucus in
the senate through minority and
majority since 2011.

student go on to play college football,
and for such a great young man to be
doing this, everybody in the community
has watched him play football and it's
kind of a special thing,” said Kaiser.

If you are up for some bracing outdoor recreation, join Tettegouche
Park Naturalist Kurt Mead from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm for a snowshoe
hike up the Baptism River Valley. (This portion of the program will
not be held if the air temperature is below -15 F.) You can bring your
own snowshoes, or borrow a pair from the park (call ahead of time to
reserve a pair of snowshoes at: (218)353-8809). The snow hike will
share snowshoeing tips during a “gentle stroll” along the river valley,
with naturalist information and observations during the walk.
Senator Susan Kent (DFL Woodbury) (wikimedia.org)
senators will be facing re-election this November for twoterm terms in relation to the
U.S. Census. This is how that
breaks down: in years ending in
“0” senators are elected for
two-year terms to account for
decennial redistricting that will
happen in 2021. Then, in 2022,
using those new district lines,
senators will be elected for a
four-year term.

Stop at the Visitor Center between 3:30 pm and 5:00 pm to get cozy
by the campfire behind the building. Spend some time crafting in the
meeting room (for kids “of all ages”), or have some hot cider and popcorn while you listen to music by Andrew Norcross and Heather
Brown.
The free event that is for the community is being supported by Zup's
Food Market with fixin's for s'mores, popcorn from The Lake Bank,
and music through the Northland Foundation and the Age to Age program.
If you are interested in lending a hand, volunteers are very welcome
and can sign up online at: https://friendsoftettegouche.org/volunteer/.
There you will find a link to the Winter Fest sign-up sheet.
Participants can call the park the day of the event at (218)353-8809
to check for weather related cancellations.
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