Residents Doubt Hart’s Guilt

By Michael Lee
LLOCUST GROVE —
The  capture of Gene
l,eroy Hant Thursday
afterncon didn’t bring
any sighs of reliefl from
pesidents of this com-
munity because many
people here say they
weren't afraid of him

and dont thizk he com-
mitted the crime.

“Him running loos¢
never did werry me,”
sald Harold Andrew,
who says he's known
Hart all his Life.

“The Leroy Hart |
knew wasa't a danger-
pus persan. 1 daon’t

know if his running has
made him a desperate
man.

‘l think they've been
chasing the wrong
man,” he said.

Hart was arrested al
4:15 p.m. Thursday at a
rural residence in the
Cookson Hills aren ol

northeastern Oklaho-
ma. He Is charged with
the sex-slayings of
three Girl Scouts at
Camp Scoit near l.o-
el Crove last June,
Parenls of the girls
could not be reached
for comment Thursday
Cont. en Page 2, Cal. 6
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nlghl Relatives al ‘the
homes of Dr. and Mes.
Charles Farmer and
Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Milner sald these cou-
ples had been motified

of Hart's capture.

Hart -grew up In Lo-
cust Grove,. where he
starred In football in
high school.

“No, . 1.didn"t Iul
threatened by his being
loose,” said Mrs. Tercy
P. Crow. *[ don't really
belleve he's really
gullty.”

Other persons —' 15
in all — called at ran-
dom Irom the Locust
Grove telephone direc-
tory had similar com-
ments.

Mrs. Chester Bell,
who sald she lives near

Camp Scott, where the
slayings look place,
gadd, . "If he's gullty |
wunld say T'm -proud

they've got him, but no,
one Knows lhnt he did”

it

‘In! nlwm had a
feeling in-the:back of
my mind ‘that 1 don’l
think he did-it. 1 don't
know the ‘man, I don't
know - the: litle glrls,
but lts something aboul
the way (L was Investi-
galed: that makes me
think that” she sald. -

Charles T, Keene sald

he didn't leel any reliel.
with the capture and'

expressed doubl that
Hart did i '
“There's always
doubt. I've heard so
much of ‘the -prog and
con I'll just stand back

clals) go at it,” he sald. .
Mes. J.D. Howard,
who says she knows

Hart's mother, sald, “I
never was really alr:h!
of him. .

»I never just reaily
felt any reason to.be
alrnid. That's the same
thing most of the peo-

ple around hm have

been telling me.

Thomas Hl:hﬂ!: said,
“It - didn't bother me
none. He never, hnm-
ered us.”

Mrs. Don O'Canas,
the -mother of two
daughters, sald his cap-
ture has glven her
some reliel but she, oo,
says “1 for one don't be-
Heve he's pullty. But _
I'm sure there are nth—-
ers who think he is.”

sald she kmew Hari,
said ‘most people she
talked 1o In the Mnjr:'s
County community
don't think Hart; mm*
mitted lhe :In;.rlngs

“That's the Hemml
feeling around here,
He's a local boy and ov-
erybody knew him." .-

- 5.D. "Stuck ap:ruﬂ
saying Hart was “well
liked in this ntlghh-ur
hood.

“Oh man, we h.td no
fear of Hart over here. |
can't think of any of my
pelghbors who weru
afrald of him. -

“We don't have any

-feelings of satisfaction

at all. We really don't
th[nk he did i1, Stuck

_ said.
































































































Slain Scout’s Mom
Vows to Learnof Killing

By Debby Baxier
Stafl Writer

PRYOR — Fighting back tears
while standing on the side steps of
the Mayes County Courthouse, the
mother of slaln Girl Scout Lorl Lee
Farmer vowed to "be here every
day™ of a preliminary hearing for
Gene Leroy Hart.

Hart is accused in the slayings of
three Girl Scouts who were killed a
year ago at Camp Scoit near Locusl
Grove.

The preliminary hearing being
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held this week in Pryor will deler-
mine whether Hart will face trial in
the deaths,

“] don't know If he did it,” Mrs.
Charles Farmer sald. But she
assertied, “I'm going 10 be here cve-
ry day"” o learn as much as she can
about her 8-year-old daughter's
death.

Mrs. Farmer, supported at her el
bow by her husband, sald she real-
izes that many Locust Grove resi-
dents are convinced Hart Is inno-

As the Farmers, ol
Tulsa, sit each day in
the row of courtoom
goals reserved for the
dead girls' familics and
listen Intently to wil.
nesses describe how
their daughter died,
many of the skeptical
Mayes County people
sit mearby In the gal-
lery.

They are listening
just as IntenUy, waiting
to hear for themselves
why the siate doesn’t
think Hart |s innocent.

Court spectators
walting In line each
morning lor the court-
room to opeén remark
openly of their view
that Hart was [ramed
~ that he ig being used
as a scapegoat in the
case.

“‘People who dom’t
know more about It
than we do shouldn’t
say they don't believe
he did it,"* Mrs..Farmer
said.

Hart's relatives sal
quietly across the aisle
irom the victims' fami-
lles, on another [ront
row bench that placed
them within earshot of
the defendant.

Couriroom specia-
tors — many who re-
mained neutral- about
Hart's gullt or inno-
cence - had plenty to
sny ahout why they
were al the hearing.

“I'm here because 1
want to be 100 percent
sure they've got the
right man — not 98
percent sure or 99 per-
cent sure,” Locust
Grove resident Norma
Fleming said.
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held this week in Pryor will deler-
mine whether Hart will face trial in
the deaths,

“] don't know Il he did i.," Mrs.
Charles Farmer sald. But she
asseried, “T'm going to be here eve-
ry day" to learn as much as she can
about her 8-year-old daughter's
death.

Mrs. Farmer, supported at her el-
bow hy her husband, sald she real
jzes that many Locust Grove resi-
dents are convinced Hart Is Inno-

As the Farmers, ol
Tulsa, sit each day In
the row of courtoom
spats reserved for the
dead girls' families and
listen Intently to wil-
nesses describe how
their daughter died,
many of the skeptical
Mayes County people
sit nearby in the gal
lery.

They are listening
just as IntenUy, waiting
to hear for themselves
why the siate doesn’t
think Hart Is innocent.
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PROCESS EXPECTED TO TAKE WEEK

S Take Seat for Hart Jury

From tfage |
Milner, 10, Michelp
Guse, 9, and Laura ]owe
Farmer, 8. at a Gir!
Scout camp near L.
Cus1Grove.

Defense atnorny Care
vin Isaacs complainel
that the defense has T
recelved technica) re.
Poris on the investign-
tion even though they
had been propared on
Nov. 28 Me contendm)
that failure 10 review
such decuments left the
defense unprepared 1o
proceed.

Pressed by Special
Prosecutor S.)M. Buddy
Fallis Jr.. Tulsa. Isaces
declined to sar whether
the defense has an alihi
witness for Hart. At one
time during the late
afternoon, the defense
attorney hinted 10 i
Praospective juror rthai
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his side may no1 evon
callawatness 1orestafy
Isdacs said becayse
of the wurn of wvenis,
the defense has nnt
telermined what oxact
SElegy ot wili employ
inHaresdefonse
Approximately 170
potential  jurors were
valled Mondav and
temporarily guarterd
+ block from the WU
house The list was ¢ut
W 1IN s jurers were
excused for hardships,
Hinesses and for other
Pressing reasons
In charging the pro-
spective jurors with
their responsibility in
deciding Hart's fanwe,
Judge Whistler deliv-
cred what he rermad
his “patriotic speech.”
"I war is 100 import.
ant to Jeave to the
Eenerais,” the judge

Al Tjustice is 100 im-
partant w leave to the
lawyers ™

In his exteasive ex-
dimimation in the court-
room. Jinfge Whistler
repeateadly asked jira-
spective jurors If the
Iact that the defendant
I an Indian would in-
fluence their decision
i deciding his  inno-
cenceor gulle.

He also gquizzed them
about 1helr sentiment
on the death penalty,
which the state has
demanded, ol
whether they had al
ready formed an opin-
iononthe case,

One woman was
txcused because she
said she could not vore
for the deah penaliy,
while two ether persons
said they had already
made up their minds

about the case and did
not belleve they could
change their impres.
sions, regardless of the
“Widenee.

Hart, dressed n a
Sports jacket and
slacks with a knitto)
shirt, didn’t looked like
4 man whoe spent
months behind biaprs
AWainng rial. MHis
vlothes were brought to
him prior 1o the trinl by
his tamily, according to
Mayes County Sherift
Pete Weaver., Wearing
glasses and his haip
neatly trimmed, he ap
peared calm as he
wilched each prospec.
Live Jurer be brought in
for vxamination.

Hart listened intently
and frequently serib-
bled notes to Isaacs
and co-delense lawyer
Gary Pitehivan and
conlerred with Santa
Barbara. Calif., Psy-
chologist Cathy Ben.
neit, a specialist who
was retained by the de.
fense 1o help sereen the
prospective juraps,















the facts were not as
presented and the pair
did not represent an or-
ganized fund drive.

“Had he had the actu-
al facts, he would not
have authorized the
visit,” Benton said of
Hess.

Hart's sister, Mrs.
Nancy Baker, com-
plained tpe men were
not connccted with a
defense fund and said
she feared a possible
plot to set up a phony
confession to the slay-
ing of three Girl Scouts
last summer.

Weleh, a bondsman,
denied Mrs. Baker's
ullegations and sald his
purpose in visiting
Hard was "“to help the
boy. . .tosee if he was
satisfied with his repre-
sentation.” He said he
went to tell Hart that
Stipe, ““the greatest
lawyer in the whole
country,” was willlng
to take his case.

Mrs. Baker said fami-
ly members have not
been allowed to visit
Hart pending entry of
their names on an ap-
proved visiting list —
one of three ways visits
are allowed, Benton
said.

In addition to regular
visits, permitied when
4 person’s name ap-
pears on the approved
list after an inmatle re-
quests the person be al-



Prison Visit
Rules Backed

From Page |

emergency visits are
authorized by the war-
den based on what the
director called * pnus-
ing cireumstnnces
when a visitor has a le-
gitimate interest in the
inmate but has not {ol-
lowed other normal
procedures. He sald
they are a rare occur-
rence.

Benton sald Hart's
mother ‘has been ap.
proved as a regular vis.
itor, but as of Saturday
had not visited. +

Mrs. ' Baker and an-
other sister who tried
to visil were not per.
mitted lo-because they
returned the regular
visitor forms in person
1o Hess without the re-
quired investigation
having been completed,
Benton said.












Hart Lawyer After Jail Records

PRYOR — Tattered
wedding pholographs
that authorities say
link' murder suspect
Cene Leroy Hart to the
deaths of three . Girl
Scouls last summer
may have been conlis:
ciated by Mayes Counly
olliclals nearly f[lve
years ago but are now
being held as evidence
against him, one of
Hart's attorneys hinted
here Tuesday.

Oklahoma City attor-
ney Garvin lsaacs
accused Mayes County
olficlals- of *“playing
games” and “screwing
up™ their prosecution
of the 34-year-old Hart,
who was translerred
Tuesday Lo Pryor from
his cell at the Oklaho-
ma State Penitentiary.

" Isaacs, during a 90-

Lawyer

Cont. From Page |
1y A. D. David sald the
Jall records .and the
Krocery sack daled
back only to 1075, when
he was hired as a mem:
ber of Weaver's siadll.

Tisacs, who could not

minute motion hearing,
tried repeatedly to see
jall invenlory records
made in 1973, when
Hart was returned 1o
Mayes County on a
posi-conviction relief
hearing. Hart escaped
twlce within a four-
month period, the last
time in Seplember
1974,

While the jall records
were nol produced
Tuesday, Mayes County
Sherif! Pete Weaver
Inter said he will turn
over the Inventory list
made ol Hart's person-
al belongings during
his 1973 . confinement
here if Isaacs subpoe-
nas him to testily.

"Don’t quote me as 1o
whether I have the
photographs,” Weaver
told a mewsman Tuoes-
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day night. "I'm not
going to discuss. the
pholos.

“But T will honor hig
subnoena,” the sheriff
sald, :

Weaver said Isancs,
on¢ of Hart's three
altorneys, “may be op-
eraling on a rumor,”
but reflused to elabo-
rate.

Investigators say the
wedding photographs
— made while Hart
wns an inmate al the
Oklahoma State Relor-
matory at Granlte in
1968 — were found In n
cave near the site
where the three younp
Tulsa-area girls were
f:;umi slain last June
13.

While officlals have
remained tight-lipped
about what evidence, il

any, has been discov-
ered to tie Hart to the
slayings, the pholos
were found only 1wo
days before Harl was
charged with the
cerime, officials have
sald.

In his atiempts 1o see
jail Inventory lists,
Isnacs hinted authori-
ties may have had the
photos several years
before the girls were
killed.

Jall Inventory lisis
and a sack full of
Hart's belongings were
brought to the court-
room Tuesday by a dep-
uty sherill, but Isaacs’
requests to examine
them were overruled by
Special Judge Jess
Clanton.
 Mayes County Depu
Cont. on Page 2. Col. 7
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THE STARTLING FULL STORY
OF OKLAHOMA'S UNSOLYED

GIRL SGOUT MURDERS-
AND THE GASE OF
GERE LEROY HARL.

Nationwide attention is once again being
focused on the Girl Scout Murders of Oklahoma
by this account of the manhunt and the trial—
writien by the two law enforcement ollicers
who were involved from beginning
to end. The Wilkersons tell the com-
plete story of the longest, most costly,

and most controversial manhunt in
Oklahoma history...the trial of Gene

Leroy Hart...and the bitter outcome
that changed forever the lives of all
those who came into contact with
the case,

The first reviewers agree: SOME.-
ONE CRY FOR THE CHILDREN
is a book no Oklahoman will want
{0 miss!

“Eerie and absolutely
spellbinding.” —Kirkus Reviews

“Reads like a novel.”
—A bilene Reporter

“Fast-paced.’ —7uisa Tribune

“A top true crime lale.”
—Publishers Weekly

A Literary Guild Alternate; $10.95 at
all booketores now -
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