
Message from the 

President 

Rio Grande Valley Hispanic Genealogical Society                             

We are very busy plan-

ning the Conference.  Not 

only do we plan to have a 

very informative confer-

ence with very distin-

guished and knowledge-

able speakers, but we’re 

planning to have fun ac-

tivities “after school” as 

well. 

We are looking for more 

volunteers to help with 

the planning and carrying 

out of the plans.  Please 

become more involved 

with your society.  It can 

only be as successful as 

the efforts you put into it. 

Please e-mail Annie 

(barreraannie16@gmail.c

om or Ofelia 

(orolsson@rvgv.rr.com to 

volunteer.  
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Books for Sale 
CAMERON COUNTY 
MARRIAGES 1848-
1943—GROOMS 
Volume I, containing 
the index of Cameron 
County marriages—
grooms, A—L and 
Volume II, M— Z are 
available for purchase.  
Each volume is $40.00  
+  $7 shipping. Send 
me an e-mail and I’ll e-
mail an order form.  
We have San 
Fernando (Mex) 
Baptisms and El 
Soliseño Cemetery 
transcriptions as well. 
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Do you have a pedigree 

chart of your mother’s 

maternal side?  I believe 

that many of us tend to 

research only the “well-

known” branch.  Last 

summer, giving up trying 

to find my father’s mater-

nal grandfather, I took a 

look at trying to find his 

maternal grandmother’s 

line.  Well, I went back to 

the late 1700’s  with his 

maternal grandmother’s 

maternal side.   

Consider submitting your 

maternal pedigree to the 

journal committee to in-

clude in this year’s jour-

nal. 

CONFERENCE  

INFORMATION 

All forms relevant to the 

conference will be on our 

website: 

www.rgvhispanicgenealog

icalsociety.com.  There is 

a link to make your reser-

vation for the hotel that 

will have the special rates 

for our conference.  You 

can also download the 

registration form. 

Please visit our website. 

www.rgvhispnicgenealogi

calsociety.com often for up 

Meeting dates                4 

Google searches            5 

APPs 

About a year ago, I did-

n’t even know what 

apps were.  Now I use 

them.  One of the ones 

that I find particularly 

useful is: scan2pdf.  

This one is useful if 

you’re researching and 

you don’t want to take 

your scanner with you.  

Use your camera phone 

to scan a document, 

page, picture, etc.  Then 

you can download to 

your computer when 

you get home.  The 

newest one that I’m ex-

cited about 

is  :Billiongraves.  This 

one is an app that will 

work with billion-

graves.com.  It rivals 

findagrave and I think 

will be much better.  

The app allows you to 

take a picture of the 

headstone and at the 

same time has gps 

within it that will record 

the location of the 

grave.  You can tran-

scribe them when they 

are uploaded.  You can 

view the billiongraves 

information on You-

Tube. Ancestry.Com                 5 

 

33rd ANNUAL TEXAS HISPANIC GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 11-14, 2012, HILTON GARDEN INN, SO. PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS 



Two genealogy programs are on tele-

vision for you to enjoy.  “Who Do 

You Think You Are” and "Finding 

Your Roots" with historian Henry 

Louis Gates Jr.    

Queries are welcome! 

 

WEBSITES TO TRY 
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Family History Expos 
I’ve always been hesitant to 
describe myself as a gene-
alogist because I felt that 
without proper credentials, I 
could not readily classify my-
self that way.  I’ve since 
changed my mind.   
As a genealogist, we must 
not only research our ances-
tors, but also know our his-
tory.  Knowing our history is 
not only knowing historical 
data but knowing family sto-
ries, land ownership, cus-
toms, traditions and many 
other things.  
Family History Expos are 
conferences that are more 
“generic” in nature.  You get 
to understand how to use 
tax records in your searches, 
how to find information us-
ing many search techniques 
and much more information. 
If you’re truly passionate 
about genealogy, try other 
things besides looking for 
names. 

Send queries to:  
 

Ofelia at orolsson@rgv.rr.com 

I will print them in the newsletter. 

 

All replies to queries may be sent to  

orolsson@rgv.rr.com 

 

Comments? Send me an e-mail. 

CONFERENCE 
 

The 33rd Annual Texas 
Hispanic Genealogical 
and Historical Conference 
will be hosted by the Rio 
Grande Valley Hispanic 
Genealogical Society, 
with assistance by the 
Houston, Austin and  the 
Dallas Genealogical So-
cieties in October 11-14,  
2012, at the Hilton Gar-
den Inn on South Padre 
Island.  We need commit-
tee members to sign up to 
help.  Especially needed 
are members for the fund-
raising committee and 
suggestions for the 
speaker committee. 

Irish Genealogy 

There are no Irish Ancestors 

in my own family but there 

are in my husband’s.  I know 

that many Hispanics have 

Irish ancestry since many set-

tled here in the Rio Grande 

Valley after the Mexican 

War.  We only have to look at 

the Cameron County Mar-

riage records to ascertain that 

fact.   

I recently found a website 

that offers a certificate of 

Irish ancestry from Ireland.  

All you have to do is prove 

via a document that one of 

your ancestors was from Ire-

land and prove up the descen-

dants.  I was able to do that 

and got two certificates for 

each of my two grandchil-

dren.  It was interesting to see 

the postmark from Dublin. 

http://www.behindthename.com/ 
 

www.rgvhispanicgenealogicalsoci

ety.com 

  
 

 

 

April 15, 2012 

http://www.behindthename.com/
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 The colonization efforts lasted from the year 1521 when the conquest officially ended until the year 

1821 when this  territory reverted back to the Mexican Empire. This is a total of exactly 300 years of coloni-

zation activities that Spain performed on this land, and that included the evangelization of the Indians, the 

settling of what is now Texas, and  bringing to the Americas the Spanish culture with all of its wonders and 

magnificence still being enjoyed and appreciated at the present time. There were, however, certain abuses 

and certain negative aspects of this  efforts by the Spaniards that concerned certain citizens of México and 

Tejanos . To mention a few, the Spaniard developed a caste system of preference regarding certain positions 

of authority in New Spain. They gave preference to a  “ gachupín” or Spaniard instead of to a Mexican born 

Spaniard now called “ Criollo” , or Indian or “ Mestizo” (  mixed Spanish and Indian blood.) Not to mention 

that in many cases, the Indian, who was at the bottom of the social scale of society often worked the mines, 

the fields, and other activities supervised by a “ mayordomo” within an entity called  the “encomienda sys-

tem” , a unit by which Spaniards were given certain number of Indians to work certain enterprises.  It was a 

well developed system designed and used for centuries in Medieval Spain to deal with certain groups within 

the country.  It was no wonder that eventually the Indian, the “Mestizo”, accompanied by the “ Criollos” felt 

heavily discriminated in all affairs within the territory.   

  The time was then ready for some type of action that later developed into the Independence Move-

ment headed by Padre Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla.  He was born at the Corralejo Hacienda de Pénjamo, Gua-

najuato on May 8, 1753, and was sent to Morelia to study at the San Nicolás Obispo College where he later 

taught Theology, Philosophy and Ethics. He was ordained a priest in 1792 and sent to the Parish Dolores 

and soon became embroiled in the liberal ideas of liberty of the times. He was a French scholar and became 

familiar with the works of Rousseau and Montesquieu and their liberal ideas of liberty. While at the Parish 

Dolores he taught the parishioners the cultivation of grapes and the weaving of silk.  But by the year 1810 

unrest had swept over all of New Spain which also included Texas .  Napoleon’s invasion of Spain had the 

effect of inciting a feeling of patriotism and love of country in the minds of “ Criollos” like Padre Miguel 

Hidalgo y Costilla. Tejanos felt ignored by the Spanish Crown, their rights sometimes abused, and property 

such as cattle decreed as owned by the Spanish Crown, as well as other complaints that were frequent in 

New Spain. It was  no surprise that individuals spurred on by politicians and leaders spoke of being free 

from Spain and eventually all of this led to “El Grito” of September 1810 that resonated throughout all of 

the territory under Spanish domain at that time, which included Texas.   

             Padre Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla joined a liberal  group of patriots who in 1810 

agreed in Queretaro to initiate the Independence of México including Texas. However, the 

group’s plans were discovered and so they decided to begin the rebellion immediately. At 

dawn on September 16, 1810, the residents of Dolores which included carpenters, potters, 

blacksmiths and ordinary peasants answered Hidalgo’s call for independence from the forces 

of Spain, and the struggle for freedom started. Hidalgo’s call for freedom tapped a powerful 

force that had been simmering for over three hundred years in the minds of the Indian popu-

lation: freedom from Spanish oppression. From then on the  “ Mestizo” , the Indian and 

“Criollos”  carried a picture of the “ Vírgen de Guadalupe”,  a woman of color, and this im-

age became their patron saint and banner of the Independence Movement.    
(to be continued) 

Brownsville native Dr. Lino Garcia, Jr., is Professor Emeritus of Spanish Literature at UTPA.  
He can be reached at (956) 381-3441 or at LGarcia@UTPA.Edu 

“El Grito” of  16  of September 1910 by Dr. Lino Garcia   (Printed with Permission)   



Meeting Dates for 2012 
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All meetings are held at the 

Harlingen Public Library at 2 

P. M. 

April 15, 2012 ñNorman Ro-

zeff òAbstracts ; The Solis 

Cemeteryó 

May 20, 2012 ñ TBA 

June TBA  

JulyñNo meeting  

 

 

 

When I come across a location 

in my research, I like to find 

out a little bit of the history 

and location of that area . A 

good site is wwe -local,gob.mx/ 

Within this site is a section 

called òmunicipios.ó If you 

click on that, you can find the 

cities where your ancestor 

lived. The encyclopedia of the 

municipalities of Mexico has 

brief descriptions and history 

of the municipality.  

If you are unsure of the   
exact year that you’re 
searching for an ancestor , 
you can type in the two 
years separated by two pe-
riods with no spaces into 
the search box.  For exam-
ple, if I am searching for 
Feiipe Rosales and I know 
that he was around be-
tween 1860 and 1870, then 
I would type: Felipe 
Rosales 1860..1870.   
I love using google tips.  
One of the best sources 
that I have come across to 
help you use google is Lisa 
Louise Cooke.  Buy her 
book if you can: The gene-
alogist’s Google Toolbox. 
If you have a google tip to 
share, send it to me at 
orolsson@rgv.rr.com 

Google  Tip 

 

Finding Cities in Mexico 

 

Historical Marker on Hwy 281 south of Harlingen, west of Rangerville Road ********************* 

There are two Historical Markers placed here, right next to the cannon.  One of them 

reads :Thorton Skirmish : The spot where American blood was shed on American soil, 

April 25, 1846. 

Here Captain Philip Thornton and 62 dragoons were attacked by Mexican troops. 
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This is an example of what you can find in Ancestry.com.  The paid subscription site  is available for free 

at the Family History Center.  This particular article came from the newspaper and publications collection, 

Brownsville Herald, and was dated July 16, 1929. Again, I was looking for one of my Medrano ancestors 

and I came across this article.  It was not listed as an obituary. 

  July 20, 1832  

Rancher Henrietta C. King born in Missouri 

Boonville, Mo.  (1832) On this date in 1832, Henrietta Maria Morse Chamberlain was born in Boonville, Mis-

souri, the child of a Presbyterian minister.  Her mother died when she was very young, and Henrietta soon 

learned to be self-reliant. In 1840, she moved to Brownsville where her father soon established a Presbyterian 

mission.  She briefly taught at a female institute in Brownsville when she met Richard King, a riverboater 

along the Rio Grande.  King at the time was using his wealth to acquire land in the area.  In 1854, the two 

were married, and within a few years had built one of the largest ranches in Texas.  Following the death of 

Richard in 1885, Henrietta continued to manage the 500,000 acre range, eventually turning the operation over 

to her son-in-law, Robert J Kleberg.  The ranch continued to grow, reaching a million acres by the time of her 

death in 1925.  The towns of Kingsville and Ramondville were built on land donated by Henrietta King.  

 

I used a google search technique and found the above on this site.  Try it: http://

howdyyall.com/Texas/TodaysNews/Headlines.cfm (The spellings are from the articles.) 

 Services held here Monday for Davila 
 

Funeral Services for Florentino Davila, who died at the home of his sister, Mrs. T. Vasquez, 

on Saturday evening, were held at the Immaculate Conception Church at 5:30 P. M. Monday.  

Remains were interred in the city cemetery.   

Davila was a prominent merchant and business man of Victoria, Mexico. He came here 

about two weeks before his death to undergo an operation.  He was sixty years old and 

leaves two daughters and one son, besides his sister, Mrs. Vasquez. 

Pallbearers were Ramon de Leon, Gaspar de Leon, Frank Vera, J. C. Garza, A. C. Medrano, 

and Jose Vasquez. 

       (March 9)                                        RAMON EXPIDITON ENTERS TEXAS 

MEXICO CITY (1707) On this date in 1707, Diego Ramon under orders of the Coahuila governor, Martin 

de Alarcon, crossed the Rio Grande into Texas, to punish Indians who had been raiding Spanish settlements 

and to explore the territory. 


